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      The Saint Mark's The Saint Mark's The Saint Mark's 

Messenger         Messenger         Messenger            

   DecemBER 2012DecemBER 2012DecemBER 2012   

 
  

 
       

Church Office Hours 

Mon - Fri  8:00—2:00 

Phone: 396-9608  

Fax: 396-3515 

Website: www.stmarksjax.org 

Email: info@stmarksjax.org 

 

Pastor: 

Rev. Thomas Hanson 

Phone: 396-9608 x 14 

Cell: 416-5341 

Email: hansonts@comcast.net 

 

Dir. of Ministry Administration 

and Volunteers: Wendi Orr 

Phone: 396-9608 

Email: wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org 

 

Director of Music Ministry: 

Tony Cruz 

Phone: 396-9608 x 21 

Email: vespers@comcast.net 

 

St Mark's Ark 

Director: Patrice Roux-Neal 

Phone: 346-0404 

Email: StMarksArk@ 

StMark.comcastbiz.net 

 

Past, Future, Le�, Right, Up, Down 

Pastor Tom Hanson 

 

Advent is a blessing. It's like a good friend who takes you aside and says, “You 

ought to slow down.” It’s like your mom who always warned you to look both ways 

before you crossed the street. Advent is the curve in the road that is not needed 

but is there to invite you to take a slower look at the scenery; it’s the speed bump 

at the end of the year. 

Twenty-twelve has been a tough year for many people. We’ve seen worse, I 

guess. Anxiety hangs in the air. We experience a shortness of breath. I’ve sensed 

an overall exhaus(on or (redness among people. I’ve not heard many exci(ng 

plans for 2013. Maybe it is (me to stop, or at least slow down and take a look 

behind and in front of us. Maybe we ought to look side to side as well. 

We are in an in-between (me: the (me between Thanksgiving, the end of the 

church year (Christ the King Sunday), and Advent. I’m wri(ng this le4er on 

Thanksgiving Eve. My next task this morning is to put the finishing touches on 

tonight’s sermon, finish Sunday’s Christ the King sermon and bulle(n, and then 

make some home visits before the service tonight. Our culture says that I should 

get revved up and tackle these tasks head on — get things done and check them off 

the list. 

The blessing of Advent is that God uses (me to help us put things into 

perspec(ve. The blessing of  Advent is that we hear that we don’t have to do 

everything at once, that we don’t have to have everything planned out — or even 

completed. God waited at Advent. One, two, three, four, five … 

How many years did God wait from the terror at the Garden of Eden to the 

Garden of Gethsemane? How many years did God watch from Jacob’s lonely night 

un(l the night in the stable at Bethlehem? 

Through all that (me, God was with us. Even when we thought God was 

absent, we were wrong. God was there, taking his (me; blessing our small 

moments and shaping the swells of (me. 

        (Continued on page 2) 
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A Message from Your Council President 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The close of the year brings us to a review of our goals and accomplishments.  When your Council met in our February 
retreat, we articulated the goals below.  Many seemed very ambitious and maybe even out of our reach.  But with God, 
nothing is impossible.  In 2012 we wanted to 

Re-energize the relationship with the Ark 

Re-energize the volunteer program 

Re-energize the congregation with ministry programs, stewardship, and financial awareness 

Increase membership by 35 new members in 2012 

Improve communication within the congregation 

Achieve financial stability, presenting a balanced budget for 2013 

Build a talent pool from within the congregation 

We took a very important step with the Ark Relations Committee.  The Committee reviewed the relationships between the 
Church and the Ark, the relationships between the Church/Ark and the Ark families, and the facility usage of the Ark 
within the Church.  Ideas were generated to improve the interactions of these groups.  Facility usage was evaluated 
financially and recommendations have been brought to the Council to more fairly allocate costs to the Ark.   

We were blessed with truly giving members who remembered us with generous bequests.  These funds allowed us to make 
much-needed repairs to the church buildings and the parsonage.  They also allowed us to move forward with an organ 
refurbishment and expansion.  However, the goal of a balanced budget for 2013 based solely on pledged giving has not yet 
been achieved.   

Our other goals related to building cohesion within the congregation and growing our membership offer a mixed bag of 
success.  We formulated a talent pool and included it in the Ministry Manual directory.  We committed to publicizing using 
at least 3 different venues to improve communication.  However, our attempts to re-energize the volunteer program and 
the interaction between the ministry programs, stewardship, and financial awareness have not garnered as much success.  
We continue to struggle to find people to help with services ahead of time, often filling in at the last minute.  Finding 
transportation for our elderly members proves challenging.  And stewardship and financial awareness remains an ongoing 
effort.  Although we have many visitors come through our doors and worship with us, our membership has not grown. 

I look forward to the coming year with hope and anticipation.  I know God has a plan and that St. Mark’s is an instrument 
in that plan.  I pray you have a blessed Christmas, and a safe and happy New Year. 

At the foot of the cross, 

Sue 

         (Continued from page 1) 

Anxiety and exhaus(on happen when we think the fate of the world or the fate of our lives is solely up to us. 

Anxiety happens when we think we are alone. Advent says otherwise. Advent slows us down so that we can 

look back; Advent slows us down so that we can look ahead. And no ma4er which direc(on we look there is the 

presence of God for us. 
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             CONGREGATION ANNUAL VOTERS MEETING 
 

 

 

Please remember to attend the Congregation Annual Voters meeting on December 9, 2012.  One 
service is scheduled that morning at 10:00 AM, with the meeting following.   

There will be two very important items for you to vote on.  The first item is congregation 
representation on Council.  The council nominating committee was made up of the following 
members: Gary Pudimat, Sharon Feingold, Jan Berglund, and Ken Sohacki.  Our thanks to them for 
contacting St. Mark’s members, asking them to consider serving a three-year term on our council.  
The council is the board of directors for St. Mark’s and includes 12 lay persons and the pastor.  
Every year four council members complete their terms and must be replaced.  Each year we also 
must choose a new Foundation trustee with a five year term.  Finally, we must also vote on a male 
and female congregation member to represent St. Mark’s at the annual Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Assembly, held in May 2013.  Biographies for all nominees will be available before the meeting.  
Many thanks to those contacted for their prayerful consideration of serving St. Mark’s in these 
various positions. 

The second issue to vote on is the budget for 2013. A budget summary is included in the Messenger.  
If you review it, you will notice that we are projecting a deficit for the coming year.  There are two 
reasons for any deficit…expenses are too high and/or income is not enough.  Please know that your 
Finance Committee and Council worked hard and discussed many options concerning the proposed 
spending for 2013.  In the end, we all fully supported this budget as it provides the minimum 
expenses to adequately support our ministry missions as well as the required administrative costs, 
maintenance, and mortgage payments for our facilities.   

We will also be discussing the question of Sunday services.  Last year a recommendation was 
brought to Council to adopt one service on Sunday mornings rather than the two we currently have, 
at 8:30 and 11:00.  After prayerful consideration and deliberation, your Council voted against the 
recommendation.  At the time it was felt that reducing the number of worship services offered would 
be a step back rather than forward in trying to grow the church.  However, the question has come up 
again.  As a Council, we want to ensure the congregation an opportunity to fully discuss the issue. 

If you have a question or comment, I invite you to contact myself or any of the council or team 
chairpersons.  Please continue to keep our Pastor, our staff, the many teams and committees and 
their missions in your prayers and prayerfully consider how your time, talents and treasures can be 
used at St. Mark’s. 

 

At the foot of the cross,   

 

Sue 
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Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
The Advent wreath is a symbol that we are well acquainted with at St. Mark’s.  Each year we can be sure that it will appear in its 
designated place with the correct amount of candles in the proper colors.  Many of us remember seeing Advent wreaths our 
entire lives and so we suppose the symbol’s origins to be shrouded in ancient secrecy, perhaps even something to be taken for 
granted – but just how ancient is the wreath? 
 
According to Wikipedia, the symbol is not as ancient as we might think.  The evergreen wreath itself is ancient since we know it 
was used in northern Europe long before the arrival of Christianity. The circle told of the cycle of seasons while the pine boughs 
spoke of the persistence of life through difficult winters. 
 
Somewhere along the way, it was reinterpreted as a Christian symbol.  Candles were not added to form the Advent wreath we 
know until the 16th century.  Wikipedia credits Lutherans with establishing the tradition, but not everything you read on the 
internet is true!  The article goes on to say that Advent wreaths didn’t appear in American churches until the 1930’s. 
 
This year the Advent wreath at St. Mark’s will take on a different appearance all together.  The wreath will include us inside its 
circle.  We are going to use the festival stands which will be appropriately adorned with advent colors and symbols.  Evan 
Harkrider will be in charge of this work.  Our Advent gathering rite will include a lighting of the candles each Sunday in Advent to 
symbolize the life of the gospel in the four corners of the earth – east, west, north, and south. 
 
Whatever form the wreath takes, Advent’s two-fold message is a powerful one for Christians: Christ has come and he is coming 
again! 

Tony's Musical Notes 

Advent Lessons and CarolsAdvent Lessons and CarolsAdvent Lessons and CarolsAdvent Lessons and Carols    
sung by the choirs ofsung by the choirs ofsung by the choirs ofsung by the choirs of    

All Saints Episcopal ChurchAll Saints Episcopal ChurchAll Saints Episcopal ChurchAll Saints Episcopal Church    

andandandand    

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchSt. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchSt. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran ChurchSt. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church    
 

Sunday, December 9th, at 6:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Free. All are welcome. 
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Messages from the Ark 

This year’s Birthday for Christ celebration includes a 

performance of the musical Eek! with music by Richard 

Shephard and lyrics by Mark Schweizer. 

 

EEK! celebrates Christmas, in particular the virtues of 

hospitality, as exemplified by the innkeeper (Basso Profundo 

Carl Moser) , who, despite the selfishness of his wife (Dame 

Jane Kilby), welcomes the Holy Family to the stable in 

Bethlehem. The musical also points out, in a light-hearted 

fashion, the penalties of meanness and extravagance which the 

innkeeper’s wife and her mother display. 

 

Important characters in the story are the mice played by 

children from St. Mark’s Ark.  This musical is so much fun it 

will make you scream - with laughter! 

 

Wednesday, December 12th at 6:15 p.m. in the nave.  Free!   

All are welcome! 

St. Mark’s Ark has joined in to help with the quilts.  As you know, the ladies of the church are 
going to make 75 quilts for those in need.  This is a part of the celebration of the 75th anniversary 
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.   

The Polar Bears and Grizzly Bears decorated squares with sponge painting.  Each square has a 
colorful animal.  I particularly like the frogs.  The fish and the dogs are nice, too.   

The Bears and the Ducks will also be performing as mice in the Birthday for Christ performance 
of Eek.  Their ears will be perky and their voices will be joyous. 

Join the mice and their families for dinner that evening at 5 in the gym.   

Reservation forms are below… 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Firehouse Subs—Birthday for Christ Dinner 

Name__________________________ 

One six inch sandwich, chips, dessert and drink $8.  Make checks 
payable to St. Mark’s Ark.  $3 will go to our scholarship.  Please have 

your order turned into the Ark office by December 6th. 

#Turkey ____  #Ham _____ 

Total $ enclosed __________ 



 

6 

For Education Sunday, members of the Nourish Team, Connie Logan and           
Carl Moser, prepared the following Trivia and Church History Quiz.  In 

preparation for St. Mark’s 75th Anniversary, we thought we would offer an 
opportunity for all members of St. Mark’s to test their knowledge of St. Mark’s 

with this Trivia and Church History Quiz. 

 
God’s Church - Our Home 

 

1.     How many confirmation classes? 

2.    What is Charter Date of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of St Marks? 

3.    At what locations  was the church before Hendricks Avenue? 

4.    When was the church built on Hendricks Avenue? 

5.    Where was original sanctuary? 

6.    How did the church look? 

7.    There is a tapestry in Hart Hall - What is its name? 

8.    When was it made? 

9. Where did it hang before present location? 

10. How many pastors have served St. Marks.? 

11. Which of our members was a child of a former pastor? 

12. Which pastor served the longest at St Marks. 

13. Which Pastor went on to be bishop of FL Bahama Synod?  

14. How many Icons are in the Narthex? 

15. Who were they given in memory of?  

16. When was the present sanctuary dedicated? 

17. What are the words engraved on Pastor’s side of pulpit? 

18. What are the musical instruments in the sanctuary? 

19. How many kneelers around the altar rail? 

20. What candle is always lit and tended by faithful servants of St. Marks? 

21. What are the titles of the two banners in the back of the sanctuary? 

22. What are some of the ministries and what we support at  St Marks? 

23. Where do we look for news and information about St. Marks? 

24. What was the first name of the church newsletter? 

25. Who made and donated two beautiful stain glass windows? 

 

Answers:(1. 66 - Portraits are on the wall leading to Hart Hall (2. December 4, 1938- constitution adopted  (3.Burns Naugle 
Funeral Chapel and former S Jacksonville Presbyterian Church- LaSalle and Hendricks   (4. 1948  (5. Hart Hall (6. Two rows of 
pews and a center aisle.  Altar and choir loft were on the raised area - choir faced each other.  One small stained glass window 
above altar and two other stained glass windows from old sanctuary remain in Hart Hall. (7. Jesus Feeding the People. (8. 
1989 (9. In the old fellowship Hall. (10. Two missionary pastors and 11 associate and senior pastors. Portraits of all our pastors 
are in the narthex (11. Ginger Hudson (12. Pastor Trexler (13. Pastor Trexler (14. 3 (15. Mrs. Lovendahl-  mother of Arthur 
Lovendahl (16. 1984  (17.  “Sir, we would see Jesus. (18.  organ, piano, harpsichord, hand bells, tympani. (19. 14  (20. Eternal 
Candle above Baptismal Fount  (21.  You Are God’s People, Declare His Deeds. (22. Literacy Partners, UCOM, Free Trade 
Products, Second Food Harvest, LSS- Lutheran Social Service, Family Promise, The Ark, San Marco Society, Prayers Shawls, 
Campus Ministry, Care Givers. ( 23. Bulletin Boards, The Messenger, Lion’s Roar and E-Roar. (24. St Marks Caller.  (25.  Viki 
Grezlinski- one in narthex and one in the office suite. 
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Be safe and don’t forget the real reason for the Season as family and friends gather this year! 

Be thankful for all of the many blessings which you receive each day from God. 

Remember to remain calm, pray and read the Bible as a source of peace. 

 

Merry Christmas to all!  Jesus is the reason for the Season! 

Uncle Stew 

YOU SAY GOD SAYS BIBLE VERSES 

You say: 'I can't figure things out' God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5- 6) 

You say: 'I can't do it' God says: You can do all things ( Philippians 4:13) 

You say: 'I'm not able' God says: I am able (II Corinthians 9:8) 

THE STEWING POT - December 2012  

Men In Mission Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a good day in Men in Mission on November 3rd. With Fred Schaible giving the blessing followed by a 

very good breakfast prepared by Fred.  Joining us for breakfast was Bill Kapp, and Al Thrun.  Following 

breakfast , Mike Swart and Russ Snyder cleaned the court yard while Eric Olson replaced air filters throughout 

the Ark . Larry Tallman worked on the outside music suite door. Zach  Aurand, Robert Brown, Dave Swan , 

Fred Schaible , Paige and Ken Sohacki scraped and primed the parsonage. Our next Men in Mission will be on 

December 8th.        

-Ken Sohacki 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 Perhaps by now, the Presidential Elections are fading from your memory and/or are being overtaken by more recent and 

“juicier” news.  No doubt you all knew who the candidates were.  But, did you know what the candidates were promising to do 

when they got elected?  Were the promises the same several months ago as they were several weeks ago?  It sure seemed as if both 

sides were accusing the other of overinflated promises or “flip flopping” on issues and saying whatever it will take to get elected.  

So, how did you find out more about the candidates?  They both had web sites that revealed the issues and their position on the 

issues.  During the debates one candidate said “this” about the other candidate, who responded with saying “that” about his 

opponent.  Was it all true?  Was none of it true?  How did you know?  Maybe the key to knowing a candidate is to read their books 

or read books written about them.  Are the authors of these books credible?   Perhaps it requires an element of trust.  

Hmmmm.  I’m thinking of another “candidate”.  He doesn’t appear on TV, but his supporters have and still do.  He 

doesn’t have His own web site, phone number or e-mail address…but you can talk to Him anytime, directly or with a group of His 

supporters.  He has promised many things to all people…and has delivered on all of His promises.  He has a message of hope and 

salvation for all.  He even willingly gave His life to save all people.  You got it…it’s Jesus!!!  Want to know more?  Then read 

“The Book”.   Are the authors credible and on whose authority was “The Book” written?   You all know that answer. 

Did some of you actively support one of the presidential candidates?  If so, you know the pressure was on to do more and 

more…to recruit more and more followers…to contribute more and more money, time and effort to the campaign.  Get out and 

vote for our candidate!  That was the battle cry.  It’s all about voter turnout.  Why...because our candidate must win to “save the 

country”.  So we must move, move fast and move with purpose!  After Election Day there will be one President-elect and one 

loser.  The stakes were high for the candidates and their followers.  So for those of you who actively supported either campaign…

we rolled up our sleeves and got moving.   

Are some of you supporting the Kingdom of God?  That’s a crazy statement; of course all of us at St. Mark’s are 

supporting the Kingdom of Christ.  Judgment Day, like Election Day will reveal those who are saved and those who aren’t.  Unlike 

Election Day, only God knows when Judgment Day is coming.  I’m not trying to frighten any one, but we as Christians sometimes 

take for granted the pace of God’s work, and some folks get irritated when we speak of an urgency to do God’s work.  Folks at St. 

Mark’s have made it clear that we understand this urgency of mission and that we are “Hungry for Mission”.  Just over one year 

ago we “jump started” our ministries by calling Pastor Hanson and at the same time we as a church began reenergizing our 

ministry teams, their missions and revitalizing some former ministry initiatives.  As a congregation we have taken a leap of faith in 

God’s purpose for St. Mark’s, our people and our ministries.  With a sense of urgency we’ve reached out and revealed God’s love 

and message of salvation for all those within the walls of St. Mark’s and those in our community and those in our world.   We 

know our “candidate”, our Savior – Jesus Christ well.  He has delivered on his promise of salvation and hope and faith to all 

mankind.  His collateral for our sin was His life.  His story of hope and praise and salvation is in the Bible.  I rejoice knowing that 

many at St. Mark’s have “rolled up their sleeves” and have been and continue to move forward with a sense of urgency…with 

excitement…with joy…knowing our purpose is blessed by the highest authority. 

I encourage you all to view the post-election pastoral message by the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).   “Whether you are rejoicing or lamenting the outcome of the elections, or 

maybe you are just relieved that campaigning is over, we need to ask, 'now what?'” said Hanson. 

       

God’s work.  Our hands, 

Ted Carter 



 

9 

  We are ALL called to care:   
 
  God calls every one of us to love and care for one another.  Matthew 25: “Lord, when did we 
  see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  When did we see you a stranger  
  and welcome you or naked and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison, and visit  
  you?”  Jesus wasn’t telling that story only to a few of us, he was speaking to all of us. 
 
  Pastors cannot possibly provide all the caring ministry needed.  They move from crisis to 
crisis, from member to member, and cannot always devote as much time as may be needed to one member 
to help them through the crisis. 
 
This is where Stephen Ministers come in.  Ministers continue to give care as long as needed during the 
rebuilding process – one month, two months, six months, possibly a year or more.  They provide the steady, 
consistent one-to-one follow-up care that our pastors want to but simply cannot provide. 
 
To learn more, contact Yvonne Gatz at (904) 996-1597 or Sue Carter at (904) 880-1715. 

Help to Make the Christmas of a Child or Family in Need 

 

Want to make a child smile and have a very Merry Christmas?  Then please take an 

ornament off the tree.  Log it in and bring your gi@, with the ornament a4ached, to the 

Sanctuary on Wednesday, December 12th at 6:15.   

Hear the angels from the Ark, sing Christmas carols and feel the spirit of Christmas as 

you present your gi@ for a child under protec(ve custody. Come join us as we celebrate 

Birthday for Christ. 

    The Season of Giving  
 
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported St. Mark's this 
past year with their time, talent and financial contributions and look                  
forward to support from all of our members in the year ahead. If you need a 
convenient way to make regular offerings or if you plan to make an               
additional gift before the end of the year, we encourage you to check out our 
electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around the 
holidays, you may find electronic giving a most welcome way to make                   
contributions. Contact Rose Tallman, Financial Secretary, for more information  

Merry Christmas from Your Staff at St. Mark’s!Merry Christmas from Your Staff at St. Mark’s!Merry Christmas from Your Staff at St. Mark’s!   
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                                    Join Us for Saturday  

        Worship This Month  

  Saturday, December 1st and 15th  

at 5:30 PM in the Nave. 

    Come out and bring a friend for this  

  casual/contemporary worship service.               

     THE DRIP LINE 
             DECEMBER  
        2012   

Thank you to all who provide the gift of life to 

others. The next donation date is Sunday, 

December 16, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. until 12 

Noon. Please bring along two pieces of 

identification with you and a friend to donate as 

well. Thanks again and see you there! Jan 

 

 

 

St. Marks will join other volunteers from the               

Jacksonville area both Saturday, Dec. 8th and Dec. 

22nd at the Second Harvest Food Bank, 1502 Jessie 

Street (32206) from 9:00 A.M. to Noon for a fall work-

day. Please RSVP Karl Stupski, Volunteer 

Coordinator at 737-0871 by Wednesday evening , 

Dec. 5th or Dec. 19th, respectively, so we can provide 

the Food Bank with an idea of our participation.   

Please note that the Matthews Bridge is still being 

painted, and is susceptible to weekend closures. 

Reoccurring  

Outreach Opportunities  

Thank you notes:Thank you notes:Thank you notes:Thank you notes:    
    
    
    

Greetings, President Sue Carter and the St. Mark’s Family,Greetings, President Sue Carter and the St. Mark’s Family,Greetings, President Sue Carter and the St. Mark’s Family,Greetings, President Sue Carter and the St. Mark’s Family,    
    
Your Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s were extremely surprised and blessed by your generous gift to the Your Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s were extremely surprised and blessed by your generous gift to the Your Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s were extremely surprised and blessed by your generous gift to the Your Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s were extremely surprised and blessed by your generous gift to the 
“Raise the Roof” Fund.  It is encouraging to us that St. Mark’s believes in the ministries that we at St. “Raise the Roof” Fund.  It is encouraging to us that St. Mark’s believes in the ministries that we at St. “Raise the Roof” Fund.  It is encouraging to us that St. Mark’s believes in the ministries that we at St. “Raise the Roof” Fund.  It is encouraging to us that St. Mark’s believes in the ministries that we at St. 
John’s are called to.  John’s are called to.  John’s are called to.  John’s are called to.      
    
You have our promise that we will keep you in our prayers.You have our promise that we will keep you in our prayers.You have our promise that we will keep you in our prayers.You have our promise that we will keep you in our prayers.    
    
Work’n for Christ.Work’n for Christ.Work’n for Christ.Work’n for Christ.    
    
William and Victoria Hamilton, PastorsWilliam and Victoria Hamilton, PastorsWilliam and Victoria Hamilton, PastorsWilliam and Victoria Hamilton, Pastors    

A Letter of Transfer was recently 

received by St. Mark’s from Lynn 

(Meredith) Hartman.  She is now 

attending Shepherd of the Woods 

Lutheran Church. 
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Join The Lion’s Pride and... 

The Lion's Pride will have its December Luncheon Thursday, Dec. 6 at 12 :00 noon 
at the Mediterrania Restaurant, located at 3877 Baymeadows Road. The cost will 
be $12 per person, including drink. There will be three options to choose from: 1/2 
baked Chicken, Fish (Tilapia) or Lasagna. Vegetarians will be accommodated. 
Salads are also available. We MUST have reservations by December 2, so the 
restaurant will know how many to set up for. If the calling committee hasn't 
reached you by that date, please call Bill Daugherty at 737-3218 to RSVP. We look 
forward to seeing you! 

       THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

 
During the week of November 11-18, 2012, St. Mark’s hosted two homeless families –  two adults and five 

children – from Family Promise of Jacksonville.  These folks came to St. Mark’s each evening at  
6:00 p.m., ate dinner, slept overnight in our church,  then left at 6:00 a.m. to go back to the Day Center 

at First United Methodist Church  to get ready for work, school, or continue their job search. 
 

THANK YOU to those of you who served as Daytime Volunteers, including Sharon Feingold, Jane Kilby, 
Lynn Doiron, Kim Dodds, Rosemary Madden, and Andrea Bestul.  A special thanks goes to Jane Kilby, who 

shopped for new pillows, and washed and put away the bedding after our Host Week! 
 

THANK YOU to all of you who provided “take-away” food, which serves as Monday through Friday’s 
breakfast and lunch at the Day Center at First United Methodist Church, including   Sue Carter, Camelle 

Decker, Kim Dodds, Mary Lou Eckels, Marie Friedsam, Cindy Harkrider, Nicki Hassell, Ruth Holgate,  
Connie Logan, Mary Mittelstadt, Carl Moser, Bridget Pudimat, Renee Roath, Rose Tallman, Punkie VanAs, 

and Lynette Weber.  A special thanks goes to Barbara Brown, who serves as our food coordinator! 
 

THANK YOU to those of you who provided meals for our guests, including Dale & Yvonne Gatz, Fred & 
Eileen Schaible, Tom & Sue Hanson, St. Mark’s Ringers, Sue Carter, Ken & Cindy Sohacki,  

Jennifer Correa, Jack & Ginger Hudson, Robert & Barbara Brown, and Dennis & Lynn Doiron.   
 

THANK YOU to those of you who served as hosts, eating meals with our guests, including Dale and 
Yvonne Gatz, Fred & Eileen Schaible, Tom & Sue Hanson, Mark & Lynette Weber, Dennis & Lynn Doiron, 

and Ken & Cindy Sohacki. 
 

THANK YOU to those of you who stayed overnight at the church, including Eric, Ellen, and Gina Olson, 
Tony Cruz, Mark & Lynette Weber, John & Rachel Mumford, and Dennis & Lynn Doiron. 

 

THANK YOU to those of you who made monetary donations.  During this Host Week, we purchased new 
pillows, pillow covers, more washcloths and hand towels, as well as two new basketballs and an air-pump 

for our active, young guests. 
 

THANK YOU to all of you for your flexibility in relocating your meetings and activities, and for sharing 
our church facilities for a week.  WE are helping to make a difference in the lives of these struggling 

families.  To learn more about Family Promise of Jacksonville, see www.familypromisejax.org.  
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Update Your 

Contact Records 

 

       December Birthdays 

  St. Mark's Wishes a     
      Happy Birthday to:  

 

 

 

 

 

Loree Mueller   December 5 

Ron Eckels    December 6 

John Alvin Harrison  December 6 

Luann Moore   December 6 

Grace Maszy    December 7 

Joseph Brockett   December 10 

Mary Genung   December 10 

Shellie Zeigler   December 10 

Russ Snyder   December 18 

Betty Griffith   December 24 

David Brockett   December 25 

Larry Wertz    December 26 

Yvonne Gatz   December 27 

Mary Swart    December 27 

James Edwards   December 29 

Diane Peterson   December 30 

Lynette Weber   December 30 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE 
 

If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or      

e-mail address changes at any time, please notify the 

church office so the records can be accurate and your 

corrections published in the Messenger, as well as the 

directory. 

Note:  Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is 

not in the church database. Let the Church office know of 

any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their 

special days.  Thanks! 
 

Calendar Items 

Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by 

Wednesday.  Items to be included in the monthly 

Messenger must be submitted by the 15th of each month.  

Please keep messages brief.  All articles, messages, 

calendar info, etc. are subject to approval and may be 

reformatted at the sole discretion of the church 

administrator.    
 

Submit all info. to Wendi Orr at (904) 396-9608 or 

wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org.       

                   

   

 

 

 

St. Mark's Wishes  

a Happy Anniversary to: 

 

Rick and April Patterson 

December 18, 2000 

Marjorie Broward’s correct address is: 

6000 San Jose Blvd Apt. 3A                   

Jacksonville, FL 32217.                                                  

She apologizes for any inconvenience or 

confusion. 

Mary Coleman is now continuing her recovery at 

home.   

Please update your records and keep in touch. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

Date/Service Time Assisting Minister Lector Server Altar Guild 

Saturday, Dec. 1     5:30 PM Sue Carter Ted Carter  Ginger Hudson &                   
Marieanne Prokop 

Sunday, Dec. 2       8:30 AM     Steve Hicks Jan Berglund Jeff Zeigler Mary Cusick &                              
Mary Berglund 

                                 11:00 AM Cynthia Syverson Gary Pudimat Dennis Doiron Susan Jackson &                        
Patricia Kendrick 

Sunday, Dec. 9     10:00 AM Pat Ainsley Eric Olson Rose Tallman Mary Cusick, Susan               
Jackson, Francine Baker &                              
Mary Berglund 

Saturday, Dec. 15  5:30 PM Larry Tallman Rose Tallman  Ginger Hudson &                   
Marieanne Prokop 

Sunday, Dec. 16     8:30 AM                 

                                

Ron Eckels Carl Moser  Mary Cusick &                              
Mary Berglund 

                                 11:00 AM                 Sue Carter Gary Pudimat Susan Jackson Susan Jackson &                        
Patricia Kendrick 

Sunday, Dec. 23     8:30 AM Bill VanAs Leslie Allen Jack Hudson Mary Cusick &                              
Mary Berglund 

                                 11:00 AM                 Carl Moser Neil Daraskevich Carol Daraskevich Patricia Kendrick &                              
Sharon Feingold 

Christmas Eve                           

Monday, Dec. 24    4:00 PM 

TBD TBD TBD Sharon Feingold &                   
Jeanette Snyder 

                                 10:00 PM Jane Kilby Dylan Kilby TBD  

Sunday, Dec. 30   10:00 AM Pat Ainsley Jan Berglund Al Voss Mary Cusick, Francine 
Baker, Mary Berglund & 
Sharon Feingold 

Date/Service Time Order of St. John Ushers Fellowship Altar Flowers 

Saturday, Dec. 1     5:30 PM  TBD   

Sunday, Dec. 2       8:30 AM     A/S TBD                           
C/S Gina Olson 

Russ Snyder The Jorn Family Lee Stanford 

                                 11:00 AM A/S Amelia Jorn               
C/S Marshall Bastien 

TBD Margo Phillips &  
Phyllis Green 

 

Sunday, Dec. 9     10:00 AM A/S Max Cassella                 
C/S Jack Cassella 

Russ Snyder Mary Genung Jeff & Cindy               
Zeigler 

Saturday, Dec. 15  5:30 PM  TBD   

Sunday, Dec. 16     8:30 AM                 

                                

A/S TBD                           
C/S Gina Olson 

Russ Snyder Nicki Hassell Russ & Jeanette 
Snyder 

                                 11:00 AM                 A/S Miora                             
Rambeloarisoa 

TBD Barbara Brown  

Sunday, Dec. 23     8:30 AM A/S TBD                                    
C/S Paige Sohacki 

Russ Snyder Larry & Rose Tallman Clara Echerer 

                                 11:00 AM                 A/S Nolan Pudimat                       
C/S Jordan Pudimat 

TBD Neil & Carol                     
Daraskevich 

 

Christmas Eve                           

Monday, Dec. 24    4:00 PM 

A/S Grace Maszy                
C/S Marshall Bastien 

TBD  Poinsettias                       
Festival Stands: 
Ron& Marylou 
Eckels 

                                 10:00 PM A/T Paige Sohacki                                              
C/S Jack Cassella                            
S/T Adam Kilby                          
B/B Max Cassella 

Russ Snyder   

Sunday, Dec. 30   10:00 AM A/S Jack Cassella                
C/S Max Cassella 

Russ Snyder Please Bring Your 
Christmas Cookies to 
Share 

Poinsettias 

Nursery 

 

Jeanette Snyder 
& Sue Hanson 

Bridget & Jordan 
Pudimat 

Cindy &  Paige 
Sohacki 

 

Ellen & Gina 
Olson 

Madison & Jill 
Hillis 

Connie Logan & 
Camille Cassella 

John & Rachel 
Mumford  

 

 

Rose Tallman & 
Mary Cox 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1                                                         

9:00 Crismon Tree 

Decorating/HH                 

9:00 Confirmation 

Class/CR                         

5:30 Casual/

Contemporary               

Worship/N                    

2 Advent Begins       

8:30 & 11:00 Worship/N                               

9:30 WELCA Business 

Meeting/FH                          

9:45 BP Screening/C    

9:45 Christian Ed                  

 

 

3                                         

1:00 Cutters &              

Sewers LWR Quilting 

Group/L                            

3:30-6:30 Literacy               

Partners Tutoring/OS                              

7:00 Volleyball/FH 

 

4                                                                                                   

5:15 Meditation/N      

6:00 Yoga/HH            

7:30 JAX Community 

Band/FH                                                                                                                     

 

5                                              

10:30 Pastor's Bible 

Study/CR                               

3:30  - 7:00 Literacy            

Partners Tutoring/L/OS                    

5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N  

6:15 Advent Worship                                            

6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N                                        

7:30 Festival Choir/MS                                                                                  

6                                                                       

10:00 Ark Chapel/N 

12:00 Lion’s Pride/

Mediterrania                

Restaurant                                 

5:15 Meditation/N    

6:00 Yoga/HH               

 

7                                                                 8                                                            

7:30 Men In Mission                              

9:00 Second Harvest 

Food Bank Volunteer 

Day/Second Harvest 

Food Bank                    

10:00 Rebecca  

Circle Meeting/HH     

9                                           

9:45 BP Screening/C       

10:00 Worship/N           

11:00 Annual Meeting/N 

6:00  Lesson & Carols 

with All Saint’s Episcopal 

Church/N 

10                         

3:30 –6:30 Literacy               

Partners Tutoring/CR                                  

7:00 Volleyball/FH                                                   

 

 

 

  

11                                       

9:30 Deborah Circle/

HH                             

5:15 Meditation/N                                  

5:30 Girl Scout Troop 

Meeting/FH                        

6:00 Yoga/HH                 

7:30 JAX Community 

Band/FH                                                                                                                     

12                                             

10:30 Pastor's Bible 

Study/HH                                                  

3:30-7:00 Literacy                

Partners Tutoring/L/OS                

5:00 Birthday for Christ 

Dinner/FH                               

5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N    

6:15 Birthday for Christ 

featuring The Musical 

EEK!/N                                         

6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N                                        

7:30 Festival Choir/MS                                                                                  

13                                 

10:00 Ark Chapel/N  

1:30 Office                 

Volunteers Outing/

Cummer Museum 

and Gardens                               

5:15 Meditation/N       

6:00 Yoga/HH                

6:30 Property              

Team/CR                         

7:00 New Members 

Orientation/HH                  

7:00 Priscilla Circle/L                            

14                         15                        

Confirmation Class/

CR                                                 

5:30 Casual/      

Contemporary   

Worship/N                         

Messenger Deadline 

16 New Members            

Fellowship Sunday                                            

8:00—12:00 Blood Drive/

Front Parking Lot                

8:30 & 11:00 Worship/N               

9:45 Christian Ed        

9:45 BP Screening/C                                     

17                                                                                              

6:00 Finance Team 

Meeting/L               

7:00 Congregation al 

Council                                    

7:00 Volleyball/FH                                                                                                        

18                                                    

11:00 Staff Christmas 

Luncheon               

5:15 Meditation/N                

6:00 Yoga/HH                                             

7:30 Jacksonville             

Community Band/FH                                          

19                                              

10:30 Pastor's Bible 

Study/CR                               

3:30  - 7:00 Literacy            

Partners Tutoring/L/OS                    

5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N  

6:15 Advent Worship                                          

6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N                                        

7:30 Festival Choir/MS                                                                                  

20                                

10:00 Ark Chapel/N 

5:15 Meditation/N    

6:00 Yoga/HH                               

21                            

7:00 The              

Longest Night 

Worship            

Service/N 

22                                  

9:00 Second Harvest 

Food Bank Volunteer 

Day/Second Harvest 

Food Bank                                               

23                                       

8:30 & 11:00 Worship/N               

9:45 Christian Ed                 

9:45 BP Screening/C   

24                                               

Church Office &         

St. Mark’s Ark    

4:00 Worship/N                             

10:30 Worship/N 

25                                   

Church Office &         

St. Mark’s Ark                

26                                           

No Rehearsals                                                                                                                            

27                          

10:00 Ark Chapel/N   

5:15 Meditation/N             

6:00 Yoga/HH 

28 29 

30                                               

9:45 Christian Ed                 

9:45 BP Screening/C  

10:00 Worship/N                

31                           

Church Office &         

St. Mark’s Ark      

     

December December December December 2012 
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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

3976 Hendricks Avenue                   

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Hanson                    

904-396-9608 x 14                                     

Email: hansonts@comcast.net 

Dir. of Ministry Administration & Volunteers:  

Wendi Orr                                               

904-396-9608                                                        

Email: StMarksAdmin@StMark.comcastbiz.net     

or   wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org 

Director of Music Ministry: Tony Cruz         

904-396-9608 x 21                                      

Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Comptroller: Larry Tallman                                

Email: thetallguys@att.net 

Financial Secretary: Rose Tallman                     

Email: rktallman@att.net 

 

ST. MARK'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President.............................Sue Carter   

Vice-President......................Gary Pudimat   

Secretary.............................Patricia Kendrick   

Treasurer.............................Ted Carter 


