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From the Pastor 
Eagle’s Wings 
 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

"Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 

spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'you 

must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it 

pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 

born of the Spirit." (John 3:6-8) 

 

 The Sundays that follow the Day of Pentecost are 

often referred to as the Sundays after Pentecost or what 

some called Ordinary Time. Except these are not ordi-

nary times, nor are they times after Pentecost because the 

Holy Spirit has not stopped working. The Day of Pente-

cost referred to in the book of Acts was in reality a Jew-

ish festival known as the Feast of Weeks which began 

the offering of the first fruits. This festival was a time to 

celebrate the gifts God had given and respond to those 

gifts. That is what I believe this season should be for us, 

a time to celebrate and respond to what God has given us 

and to know that the Spirit is still at work among us 

bringing new 

gifts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The following poem is a brief reminder of the work 

and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Wind, wind—a reflection on the Spirit 

 

Wind, wind, 

you come from nothingness and go to nothingness, 

and when you are still,  

there is nothing we see, nothing we hear, 

and you surround us in our not seeing and not knowing. 

 

Wind, gentle wind,  

wind of our breathing, our life, our hope, 

renewing, refreshing,  

sighing in our stress, 

moaning in our pain,  

still in our dying. 

 

O wind, wind 

you breathed upon clay and there was life, 

you danced down to the forehead of a Galilean  

and there was hope, 

you shook the foundation of community  

and there was Pentecost. 

 

Wind of nothingness and awe,  

wind of knowing and unknowing, 

wind of bearing and begetting,  

wind of secrets and mystery, 

O wise, wise wind,  

whisper to us your grace. 

 

—William Loader, Free Church of Australia 

(Full poem available at: http://wwwstaff.mur-

doch.edu.au/~loader/wind.htm) 

 

Something to ponder this season: where is God's liv-

ing, loving, moving Spirit touching you, your family, 

your church, your community? 

 Peace and blessings, 

—Pastor Bob Hale 
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Messages from Council President 
Florida Bahamas Synod Assembly 

John Mumford, Tracy Williams and Pastor Hale 

will attend the 2016 Synod Assembly in Daytona Beach 

June 10-12.The theme is “Let Justice Roll Down Like 

Water” (Amos 5:24). Saturday, June 11, will begin at 

6:30 am with a sunrise worship on the beach. The rest of 

the day is filled with workshop opportunities such as: 

 

 Developing a Faith-based Community Organiz-

ing Coalition  

 An Inclusive Church: Just? What is that? 

 Wondering About the Church in a Time of Cul-

tural Shift  

 Walking Wet in the Second Half of Life: Ac-

tively Living into our Baptismal Promises 

 Why Intergenerational? 

 Observing Reformation 500 

We look forward to representing St. Mark’s at this 

annual conference. Look for a future time when we will 

share our experience. 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly will make 

sleeping mats for homeless people out of plastic shop-

ping bags as a service project. Even if you cannot attend 

the Assembly, you can help by donating your extra plas-

tic bags. Socks will also be collected and handed out to 

those in need at the Assembly. There is also an oppor-

tunity to donate to the service project. The Synod will be 

joining Halifax Urban Ministries to supply sleeping bags 

($20) and umbrellas ($5). You can go to www.go-

fundme.com/v8m37z38 to make a donation. Look for a 

donation box in Hart Hall to drop off your extra plastic 

bags and new adult socks. Thanks for helping our Synod 

reach out to those in need all around our state. 

 

Mission Outreach Fund 
Following the sale of the London Road property, 

the congregation had a chance to give input to the Send 

Team on how to use the $10,000 for mission outreach. 

The Send Team reviewed and ranked the submissions 

and recommended how to use the funds. At the April 

council meeting, the council voted to approve the recom-

mendations from the Send Team. 

 

The funds will be distributed as follows: 

 $2000-Lutheran Social Services  

 $2000-Lutheran Social Services Refugee Youth 

Fund 

 $2000-Family Promise 

 $2000-Florida-Bahamas Synod 

 $1000-ICARE  

 $1000-Luther Springs 

 
Thank you to Barbara Brown, Chair of Send, and 

all the team members for keeping our focus on our mis-

sion and community needs. 

Review of Congregational Retreat 
On Saturday, May 21, about 40 members of St. 

Mark’s gathered in our fellowship hall for a day of re-

flection, review of purpose, and fellowship. Cheryl 

Stewart and Sister Michelle Collins were our facilitators 

for the day. They were amazing! We are so blessed that 

they were able to come and spend their time with us as 

we move along our transition journey. 

The day started with an opening reflection from 

Pastor Hale, followed by a Bible study. We broke into 

small groups and focused 

on Acts Chapters 2, 10, 

and 16. We reflected on 

each chapter and shared 

our thoughts around “What 

did God do?” “What did 

the people do?” and “What 

are lessons for the 

church?” 

We then stayed in our 

small groups and discussed 

“The purpose of St. Mark’s 

is...” We all took time to 

write down our answer to 

the question on a sticky note. Then our small group took 

each individual purpose and created a purpose statement. 

The challenge was trying to keep the statement to 12 

words. Some groups stuck to the 12 word limit more 

than others. There was a lot of creativity and discussions 

around our purpose. A few of the purpose statements 

were: 

 God’s purpose for St. Mark’s is to joyfully share 

the word of God with all people through music, 

worship, and outreach. 

 St. Mark’s connects the community through the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Be open to God and to share, nourish and bring 

light in our everyday life through worship and 

outreach. 
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Our next exercise focused on biblical guiding prin-

ciples and developing our own guiding principles for St. 

Mark’s. We agreed our first guiding principle is “Jesus is 

Lord and Savior.” Each group then created their own 

guiding principles. A few examples: 

 We will practice and demonstrate faithful use of 

God’s gifts. 

 We invite ALL people to engage with us. 

 Christian growth through worship, prayer, and 

study. 

 Joyous praise, worship, and music. 

Even with our diverse group, many common themes 

could be seen: worship, outreach, including all of God’s 

people, and music. 

You can see all of the notes and thoughts on the 

sheets of paper hanging around Hart Hall.  

Please take some time to review. Our work on guid-

ing principles for our congregation is not complete. As 

we continue our discernment process for the call, we will 

continue to develop these. If you were not able to make 

the retreat, do not worry. There will be more time to 

share your thoughts. 

Thank you to our Fellowship Committee for provid-

ing wonderful, homemade bar-b-que for our lunch. You 

never have to worry about going hungry when you are at 

a St. Mark’s event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Process Update 
The Florida-Bahamas Synod 

has a manual Walking Together 

through the Transition Process: A 

Guide for Congregational Lead-

ers. A copy of the manual and our 

place along the steps is available 

in Hart Hall for all members to re-

view. The manual is also available on the Florida-Baha-

mas Synod website. There are 12 steps we will go 

through as we call a new pastor. We are currently on step 

3 bolded below. 

 Step 1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A cele-

bration of ministry together 

 Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor 

or interim 

 Step 3- A ministry assessment and discern-

ment process occurs 

 Step 4- The call process begins…call committee 

is formed 

 Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is 

created 

 Step 6- A call list is formed 

 Step 7- Interview of candidates 

 Step 8- Primary candidates identified and inter-

viewed by congregation council 

 Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate 

 Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pas-

tor accepts or declines call 

 Step 11- Installation 

 Step 12- Evaluation of the process 

Our transition checklist will be submitted in early 

June to the Synod. After submission, we will continue to 

work with the Synod on our steps in the call process. 

Continue to pray for our church, council members 

and congregation during this discernment process. 

—Tracy Williams, Council President 
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Women’s Ministries 
 

 

 
June Circle Meetings: 

 

Priscilla Circle: Saturday, June 4—brunch at 10:00 am 

at Taverna in San Marco. 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, June 4 at 10:00 am in Hart 

Hall  

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, June 14 at 9:30 am in Hart 

Hall 

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events.  Contact Rachel Mumford or Joyce 

Wertz for more information. 

Welcome! 
Please welcome those who are join-

ing us in our ministries here at St. 

Mark’s: John and Alice Trainer and 

Molly Keifer. Please take time to greet 

them and share your St. Mark’s Spirit 

with them.  

—Pastor Bob Hale 

St. Mark’s Ark 
The past couple of months’ articles have been dedi-

cated to telling you how individuals have helped make 

St. Mark’s Ark a special place to learn. This month, I am 

going to depart from that and try to thank all the people 

who were involved with our spring program. If I leave 

you off the list, it is because my brain is at fault. Know 

that my heart had nothing to do with the mistake. 

The spring program was great. We served and enter-

tained over 250 guests. The Giraffes, Ducks, and Bears 

sang in English and French. They were adorable. 

The children learned all of the songs because Ginger, 

Jane, and Punkie worked with them for weeks. Tony ac-

companied our glorious singers. The dinner was cooked 

and served by Leslie Allen, Ron Eckels, Mark Eckels, 

Kamm Eckels, Bridget Pudimat, Gary Pudimat, Nolan 

Pudimat, and Rusty Snyder. The team was lead by Loree 

Mueller, our very capable kitchen manager. Patricia and 

Darryl Kendrick opened and served countless bottles of 

wine and beer. Setup and decorations were done by 

Leslie, Mrs. Barile (Ark grandma), Betty Waldrep, and 

Nancy Lynch. Jenny Hicks pounded the pavement and 

got us lots of things for us to auction off. Graham Hill 

and Barbara Brown were our cashiers. Pastor Bob 

blessed our event and school, talked to parents and 

grandparents, and bid on a beautiful golf bag. 

 I want to thank the members of our board that are not 

mentioned above. They work behind the scenes to make 

this school and our event spectacular. Thank you, Bob 

Wofford, Judy Batson, Rosemary Madden, and Margaret 

Janz. 

Our staff is owed a debt of gratitude that I could 

never pay. They work all day and then stay for the even-

ing’s festivities. There are four staff in particular that 

should be recognized; Barbara Binkley, who does things 

before I ask, Linda Larsh, who keeps us organized, Dee 

Posniak, who donated items for the auction, and Cathy 

Kirby, who deals with all the parents who wait until the 

last minute to make a reservation. 

—Patrice Roux-Neal, St. Mark’s Ark Director 

Financial Update 
At the end of the first four months of 2016, St. 

Mark’s had received contributions and other income of 

$115,025 and expenditures were $136,248. Although 

church expenses exceeded revenues by $21,223, the 

church ended April with $4,909 in operating reserves be-

cause St. Mark’s carried $17,897 in operating reserves 

into 2016 and $8,235 was transferred from designated 

reserves into operating reserves during April. 

 The transfer resulted from evaluation of reserve ac-

counts by members of the finance committee. Some of 

the designated reserves were memorial contributions. 

Relatives of memorialized members were contacted to 

determine proper disposition of such funds resulting in 

transfer to operating reserves in some cases.  

Severance salary and health insurance payments to 

Pastor Hanson were completed in April. During May and 

June, pension payments of $847 will be made, ending 

the church’s financial obligation to our former Pastor. 

 At April 30th, St. Mark’s has capital reserves of 

$100,000, mission fund reserves of $10,000, education 

reserves of $35,960 and other designated reserves of 

$27,850.  

The church’s monthly income statement is available 

in the narthex. Please call Larry Wertz, Treasurer or any 

member of the finance committee (Bob Wofford, Chair-

man, Bill Ahrens, Kim Dodds, Ron Eckels, Russ Sand 

Mary Swart) if you have any questions. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for June 2016 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

June 4                5:30 pm 
Saturday 

 Loree Mueller  Marieanne Prokop and Ginger Hudson  

June 5              10:00 am Ron Eckels Bill Ahrens Jeanette Snyder and Francine Baker 

June 12             5:30 pm 
                  

Barbara Brown Carl Moser Jeanette Snyder and Marylou Weidenmier 

June 18             5:30 pm 
Saturday                     

 Loree Mueller  Marieanne Prokop and Ginger Hudson  

June 19           10:00 am Jane Kilby Gary Pudimat Nicki Hassell 

June 26           10:00 am  Steve Hicks Eric Olson Renee Roath 

 

Date Order of St. John Fellowship  Altar Flowers 
June 4                5:30 pm 
Saturday 

 

 

   

June 5              10:00 am Grace Maszy & Jody 

Harkrider 

 

The Jorn Family Mark & Lynette Weber 

June 12             5:30 pm 
                  

Jordan & Nolan Pudimat  The Pudimat Family Gwin Reiser     

June 18             5:30 pm 
Saturday                     

   

June 19           10:00 am Miora Rambeloarisoa & 

Tahiana Rakotoman-

drindra 

 Janice Lumpkin 

June 26           10:00 am Amelia & Becca Jorn 

 

 Barbara Stevens 
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June 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

 

2  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

3 
10:00 am-1:00 pm 
SMCMS PRIVATE 
Rehearsal @ Nave 

4 
10:00 am Priscilla 
Circle @ Taverna in 
San Marco 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am SMCMS 
PRIVATE rehearsal 
@ Nave 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 

 

5   
8:30 am Adult/Youth Sun-
day School: Hebrews @ 
San Marco Room 
10:00 am Worship @ 
Nave 
11:00 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library 
7:00 pm San Marco 
Chamber Music Society 
Concert 

6  
 

7   
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

8   
  

9   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Property 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room 
 

10   
12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride Meeting & 
Lunch @ Hart Hall 

 

11  
 

12  
NO HEBREWS CLASS 
10:00 am Worship @ 
Nave 
11:00 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library 

13 

6:30 pm Nourish 
Team Meeting @ 
Conference Room  

14 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

15 
July Messenger 
Deadline 

16 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room 

17 
 

18 

5:30 pm Casual/ 
Contemporary Wor-
ship @ Nave 

19 Father’s Day 

8:30 am Adult/Youth Sun-
day School: Hebrews @ 
San Marco Room 
10:00 am Worship @ 
Nave 
11:00 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  
 

 

20 

 

21 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

22 
 

23 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  

 

24 
 
  

25 
 

26  
8:30 am Adult/Youth Sun-
day School: Hebrews @ 
San Marco Room 
9:00 am Invite Meeting 
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
11:00 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  

27  
 
 

28 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm St. Mark’s 
Ark Board @ Library 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

29 
 

 30 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
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Memorial & Honor Gifts June Birthdays 

In Memory of Aubrie & Marvin Brown— 

Margaret Janz 

Margo Phillips 

 

In Memory of Margaret Walker— 

Sue Ashby 

Rebecca Circle 

 

 

Congratulations! 
Jordan Pudimat graduated from Paxon School for Advanced Studies on 

June 6th. Please congratulate her on her achievements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of any others who have recently graduated from high 

school, college, or another program or class, please email ginaol-

son4@gmail.com, so we can acknowledge them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate 

God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by 

the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to pro-

claim the hope and joy of life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, 
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. 
We live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with 
Christ in service to community. 

 

Caitlyn Kendrick June 3 

Mark Eckels June 4 

Jim Dennis                                  June 9 

Jim Burdette                              June 10 

Larry Tallman                           June 10 

Eliza Solie                                 June 11 

Sue Rust                                    June 12 

DJ Royal                                   June 14 

Lynn Mitchell                           June 17 

Rita Suldrich                             June 20 

Laurie Aurand                           June 28 

Marieanne Prokop                     June 29 

Ashlyn Kendrick                       June 30 

Anniversaries  
Karen & Steve Kemp                June 2 

Bill & Sue Rust                         June 10 

Lynette & Mark Weber             June 10 

James & June Edwards             June 11 

Arold & Mamy Rakotomandrindra 

June 20 

Carl & Mary Lou Weidenmier 

June 21 

Frank & Mary Jo Marjenhoff  

June 22 

Joan & Rusty Snyder                June 22 

Jack & Mary Cusick                 June 26 

Jill & Madison Hillis                June 27 

Alan & Ruth Voss                     June 27 

Eileen & Fred Schaible             June 28 

Luann & Tom Moore                June 30 

Address Change 
Darryl and Patricia Kendrick 

have moved.  

 

Their new address is: 

2302 Miller Oaks Dr. S 

Jacksonville FL  32217 

 

Their phone number and email 

address haven’t changed. 

 

Phone Number: 904-398-3319 

Email Address: ddklaw@com-

cast.net 

  

 

tel:904.398.3319
mailto:ddklaw@comcast.net
mailto:ddklaw@comcast.net
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We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's people and 
creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

 

Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

 1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
 10:00 am (Summer Schedule) 
 A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday – Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Robert M. Hale   Interim Pastor 
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064 
Email: Heald44@aol.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Aaron Brown  Property Chair & Men in Mission 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison   
Barbara Brown  Send Chair  
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

 


