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From the Pastor 
Eagle’s Wings 
 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order 

to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 

your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:1) 

 

“Disciple—one who accepts and helps to spread the 

teachings of another.” (The Merriam-Webster Diction-

ary) 

 

 While we are all members of St. Mark’s, we are 

first and foremost disciples of Jesus Christ. A key ele-

ment to being a disciple is the practice of spiritual disci-

plines, such as prayer, study of scripture, daily devotions 

and apostolic action through acts of compassion. Those 

spiritual disciplines help us take focus off ourselves and 

place it on the one who is the focus of our faith, God as 

revealed to us through Jesus Christ. 

 Spiritual disciplines are meant to bring about 

changes in mind, body, and spirit. They foster spiritual 

growth and look outside of ourselves. They also bring 

about change in others who see these changes as we con-

tinue to engage the infinite through our own finite lives. 

Spiritual disciplines provide ways that we can live out 

our lives as disciples. 

 This time after Pentecost, known as ordinary time, 

is also summer time when the living is easy. But spiritual 

disciplines can help us stay connected with the Holy 

Spirit and be open to God’s will and where he is direct-

ing us. Spiritual disciplines help us see a God who came 

down to be with us in all our pain and sorrow, in our bro-

kenness and even in our disobedience. They can also 

help us tell the story of that God of grace and love. 

 

 Opening ourselves up to the work of the Holy 

Spirit brings us together for sharing the gospel and pro-

claiming the gospel through word, sacraments, and our 

actions. Take time during these summer days to follow 

the words of David in Psalm 46: “Be still, and know that 

I am God. 

—Pastor Bob Hale 

Messages from Council President 
Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly Review 

On June 10-12, Pastor Hale, 

Toni Hale, John Mumford, Ra-

chel Mumford, and Tracy Wil-

liams attended the 2016 Florida-

Bahamas Synod Assembly in 

Daytona Beach, FL. There were 

about 500 people in attendance to 

focus on social injustice and 

equality with a theme of Let Justice Roll Down Like Wa-

ter. We heard updates from the directors of Luther 

Springs about the “Mission Possible” campaign and God 

Spa weekends. They shared stories about all of the amaz-

ing camps and retreat weekends that they do at the camp 

facilities. We received updates from the Together in 

Mission fund director and heard about some of the pro-

grams that have been supported.  

We sang hymns together, participated in worship 

together, and attended workshops. Our group broke up to 

attend as many workshops as possible. 

 An Inclusive Church: Just? What is that?—Bob 

and Toni Hale 

 Wondering About the Church in a Time of Cul-

tural Shift—Tracy Williams and Rachel Mum-

ford 

 Social Media Basics and Beyond—John Mum-

ford 

 Peacemaking and Justice: Jesus’ Way of Nonvio-

lence—Tracy Williams 

 Immigration Law—John Mumford 
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 Why Intergenerational?—Bob and Toni Hale 

 Called Forward Together in Christ—Rachel 

Mumford 

Look for an opportunity in the fall to hear more 

about the assembly and plan for the 2017 assembly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Save the Date: Holy Land Trip:  
January 9, 2018-January 21, 2018 

The Florida-Bahamas and the North Carolina Syn-

ods along with JCBS (The Jerusalem Center for Biblical 

Studies) Instructor Dr. Monte Luker will be taking a trip 

through the Holy Land from January 9, 2018-January 21, 

2018. Bishop Robert Schaefer and Bishop Tim Smith 

(NC) will be participating and encourage all rostered and 

synod members to join them. A save the date flyer can 

be found on the table in Hart Hall. More information 

around pricing and registration will be coming to the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website.  

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Bernie Jorn, on 20 years of or-

dainment with the Lutheran Church. Although Bernie 

was not at the assembly (he filled in for Pastor Hale 

since Pastor Hale was at the assembly), he was recog-

nized and honored at the assembly. Bernie has been a 

strong member at St. Mark’s and shows his love for the 

Lord in all he does. He has served on the council, 

chaired our Invite team, hosted fellowship time, served 

as an assisting pastor and so many other things. He is al-

ways a smiling face in our congregation and we are 

blessed to have him as a member and friend. Bernie is 

also very active in the community and leads the pastoral 

care department at Brooks Rehabilitation. Thank you for 

bringing your love and wisdom of the gospel to St. 

Mark’s. You are a blessing to our congregation. 

 

Call Process Update 
The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual Walking 

Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for 

Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our 

place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all 

members to review. The manual is also available on the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we 

will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently 

on step 3 bolded below. 

 Step1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A cele-

bration of ministry together 

 Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor 

or interim 

 Step 3- A ministry assessment and discern-

ment process occurs 

 Step 4- The call process begins…call committee 

is formed 

The St. Mark’s Group.  
From left to right: Tracy Williams, Toni Hale, 
Pastor Bob Hale, Rachel Mumford, and John 
Mumford.  

My trunk runneth 
over with bags.  

Rolled up sleeping mats for the 
homeless. Made out of plastic 
bags. 
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 Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is 

created 

 Step 6- A call list is formed 

 Step 7- Interview of candidates 

 Step 8- Primary candidates identified and inter-

viewed by congregation council 

 Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate 

 Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pas-

tor accepts or declines call 

 Step 11- Installation 

 Step 12- Evaluation of the process 

We completed our transition checklist and submit-

ted it to the synod office. The various items related to 

our finances, emergency plan, membership list etc. will 

be reviewed and then we will be guided to the next step 

in the call process. An important piece of the checklist 

was truing up our membership list. It is important to be 

sure we have the correct membership list, because active 

members will ultimately make up our call committee. 

The process to form a call committee may seem 

slow, but it is important that we spend our time wisely in 

the discernment phase. The more organized and aligned 

we are as a congregation, the better our future call com-

mittee can complete the ministry profile. The past 7 

months have been spent focusing on our constitution, by-

laws, and policies and procedures. A hardworking con-

stitutional review committee is working on reviewing 

these three areas and will have recommendations for the 

congregation at our 2016 annual congregational meeting 

in December. Please thank Jane Kilby, Keels Jorn, Bill 

Ahrens, John Trainer, Alice Trainer, and Francine Baker 

on their dedication to these reviews. 

Our congregational membership list has also been 

reviewed. Special thank you to our amazing office vol-

unteers, Loree Mueller, Jane Kilby, Rose Tallman, and 

Pastor Hale for the hours spent calling people to see if 

they are still active, updating parish records from the last 

10+ years, updating the online synod parish report and 

updating Servant Keeper with our member information.  

Many “housekeeping” items are now being cap-

tured in policy and procedures, and process are being 

written out so we do not get behind in these tasks in the 

future. I am so proud of our congregation for all of the 

work that is being done.  

Continue to pray for our church, council members, 

and the congregation during this discernment process. 

 

Reflection on the Orlando Shooting 
 
“So God created humankind in his image, in the image 

of God he created them.” (Genesis 1:27) 
 

As I drove home from my first Florida-Bahamas 

Synod Assembly on the evening of June 11, I used the 

90 minute drive to reflect on the speakers and people I 

had met that day. The theme, Let Justice Roll Down Like 

Water, was intertwined in all of the speakers, the work-

shops, and the service project. The focus was on wel-

coming ALL of God’s people into our church, our lives, 

and our community. The service project station allowed 

total strangers to sit next to each other and make mats for 

the homeless out of plastic bags. As you worked on a 

mat, you talked with the person next to you and within a 

few minutes, a new friend was found. Rainbow pins 

were worn to show support for Reconciling in Christ 

ministries and support for our LGBT community. A 

workshop for the whole assembly was led by Judith 

Roberts, ELCA Program Director for Racial Justice. 

As I went to bed that night, I continued to reflect 

on how blessed I am and fell asleep looking forward to 

spending the next day celebrating my daughter’s Frozen 

themed dance recital. I had no idea that when I would 

wake, I would turn on the TV and learn that 49 of my 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ had been murdered; 

that the LGBT community had been attacked as I slept. 

As I watched the news, my heart ached for my fellow 

mothers who would never see their child again.  

Please join me in prayer for the victims of the 

shooting, their families and friends, and the medical 

teams who continue to care for the injured. Below is a 

prayer for peace attributed to St. Francis of Assisi: 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master,  

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 

console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 



4 

 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 

 
 
 

—Tracy Williams, Council President 

St. Mark’s Ark 
Santa is popular at St. Mark’s Ark. Every year Santa 

visits the children for a picture day. He sits is his hot, red 

suit for hours as we put child after child on his lap. He 

laughs and makes jokes for the little ones that cry or 

scream. Santa Claus asks the children what they want for 

Christmas. He really lights up if a child is in Carolina 

Blue or Jaguar outfits. Over the years I have noticed that 

Santa Claus looks a lot like a church member who has 

done a lot for the Ark, Steve Hicks. 

Steve was the property chairperson when I joined the 

staff. I called him regularly about a broken “this” or to 

repair “that.” Steve made sure the building did not fall 

down around us. He also told me more than I ever 

wanted to know about fixing things. 

Before he retired, Steve provided all or most of the 

paper products for our Spring Program each year. We 

would get boxes of bowls, napkins, plates, etc. delivered 

to us the weeks before our performance. It was like 

Christmas and you know who was our very own Santa in 

spring. Steve has attended more Spring Program perfor-

mances than I have. He has participated in a Birthday for 

Christ performance with our Bears. 

Steve Hicks has been just like Santa Claus to the 

Ark. He gives without the need to be seen. You should 

stop by when Santa visits. I bet you will agree, he looks 

just like Steve.  

—Patrice Roux-Neal, St. Mark’s Ark Director 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Mark’s Financial Update 
May contributions and other income exceeded ex-

penses by $8,315 increasing operating reserves to 

$13,225. This is the first time income exceeded expenses 

in many months. The strong results reflected a special 

thank offering of $5,000 and a lower mortgage payment 

due to the recent refinance. 

The income statement for the Church is available in 

the narthex. Complete financial statements are main-

tained in the Church office and are available for review. 

Contact Larry Wertz, Treasurer, or any member of the 

Finance Committee (Bob Wofford, Chairman, Bill 

Ahrens, Kim Dodds, Russ Snyder, and Mary Swart) with 

questions or concerns. 

Women’s Ministries 
 

 

 
July Circle Meetings: 

 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, July 2 at 10:00 am in Hart 

Hall 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, July 12 at 9:30 am in Hart 

Hall 

Priscilla Circle: No meeting in July 

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford or Joyce 

Wertz for more information. 

St. Mark’s Foundation Report 
The St. Mark’s Foundation’s mission is to enhance 

the mission outreach of our Congregation apart from the 

operating budget. Five Trustees oversee the Foundation. 

Trustees for 2016 are Larry Wertz (Chairman), Bill 

Ahrens, Ray Booth, Eddie Jackson, and John Mumford. 

During 2015, the Foundation issued the following 

grants: 

 

 $1,160 Tony Cruz for continuing education tuition 

 $500 San Marco Chamber Music Society 

 $350 St. Mark’s for Birthday for Christ 

 $1,100 Bach Vespers for musicians 

 $200 Food for Augsburg College Orchestra visit 

 

During 2016, the Foundation has $25,017 available 

for grants. Grant requests are considered during June and 

December each year. Both members and non-members 

may submit grant requests. Categories considered for 

grants are capital needs of St. Mark’s, scholarships for 

Christian training of St. Mark’s members, outreach to the 

community, missions of the Lutheran Church at home 

and abroad, and internal ministry of St. Mark’s. Grant re-

quest forms are available in the Church office. 

For more information, contact one of the Trustees.
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Worship Assistant Schedule for July 2016 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

July 2                5:30 pm 
Saturday 

Loree Mueller ---- Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson  

July 3               10:00 am Gary Pudimat Amelia Jorn Marylou Weidenmier & Nicki Hassell 

July 10              5:30 pm Ron Eckels Carl Moser Jeanette Snyder & Francine Baker 

July 16               5:30 pm 
Saturday                     

Loree Mueller ---- Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

July 17             10:00 am Barbara Brown Bridget Pudimat Jeanette Snyder & Susan Jackson 

July 24             10:00 am Steve Hicks Leslie Allen Bonnye Bell & Susan Jackson 

July 31             10:00 am Jane Kilby Al Voss Bonnye Bell & Susan Jackson  

 

Date Order of St. John Fellowship  Altar Flowers 
July 2                5:30 pm 
Saturday 

 

 

   

July 3               10:00 am  The Jorn Family  Robert Brown 

July 10               5:30 pm 
                  

 Wertz Clara Echerer 

July 16               5:30 pm 
Saturday                     

   

July 17             10:00 am  Volunteers Needed Robert & Barbara Brown 

July 24             10:00 am 
 

 

 

Voss Lee Stanford 

July 31             10:00 am  Volunteers Needed Nicki Hassell 

 

Head Usher for July: John Mumford  
 
Please note: Worship Assistants may change for various reasons. As long as Gina Olson is notified of changes, any 
changes will be reflected in The Lion’s Roar (weekly).  
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  If you have any additions for this calendar, please email ginaolson4@gmail.com (Gina Olson). Though the July 
Messenger has already been printed, she can make changes on the online calendar.  

July 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 

 1 
 

2 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 

 

3   
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

4  
Independence 

Day  
 

5   
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

 

6 
6:30 pm Summer 
Volleyball (Family 
Life Christian) @ Fel-
lowship Hall 
  

7   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

8   

 

9  
 

10 
Family Promise Host 
Week Begins  
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

11 

Family Promise 
Host Week 
6:30 pm Nourish 
Team Meeting @ 
Conference Room  
6:30 pm Celebrate 
Team Meeting @ 
Music Suite  

12 
Family Promise 
Host Week 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

13 
Family Promise 
Host Week 
6:30 pm Summer 
Volleyball (Family 
Life Christian) @ Fel-
lowship Hall 

14 

Family Promise 
Host Week 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Property 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room 
No Priscilla Circle 
Meeting this Month  

15 
Family Promise 
Host Week 

 
August  
Messenger 

Deadline  
 

16 

Family Promise 
Host Week 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

17  

Family Promise Host 
Week Ends 
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

 

18 

 

19 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

20 
6:30 pm Summer 
Volleyball (Family 
Life Christian) @ Fel-
lowship Hall 

21 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room 

22 
 
  

23 
 

24 
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

25 

 
 

26 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

27 
6:30 pm Summer 
Volleyball (Family 
Life Christian) @ Fel-
lowship Hall 
 

 28 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

29 
 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

31 
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
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 July Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus 

and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic 

servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in 

Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

Do you have a message for the congregation? 
If you have an article/message for the congregation (e.g. fellowship, 

community event, youth event, worship service, thank you, etc.), email Gina 

Olson at ginaolson4@gmail.com.  
Please specify whether you would like the message to appear in The 

Lion’s Roar (weekly) or The Messenger (monthly). The deadline for The 

Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and The Messenger deadline is 

the 15th day of each month.  

Also, email Gina if you would like her to add an event to the online cal-

endar.  

Rae Royal  July 4 

Ruth Voss July 4 

Barbara Brown                            July 5 

Steve Hicks                                  July 8 

Ginger Hudson                            July 8 

Kyle Brown                                 July 9 

Jane Kilby                                  July 10 

Jane Daugherty                          July 11 

Jeanette Snyder                          July 11 

Joan Snyder                               July 15 

Kevin Requet                             July 16 

Gary Pudimat                             July 17 

David Swan                               July 18 

Jenny Hicks                               July 23 

Joseph Baker Williams              July 23 

Marie Friedsam                          July 24 

Mark Bryant                              July 25 

Marjorie Broward                      July 28 

Tara O’Rourke                           July 29 

Mary Lou Weidenmier              July 31 

Anniversaries  
John & Mary Cox                        July 2 

Larry & Rose Tallman               July 11 

New Phone Number 
Nicki Hassell has a new cell 

phone number. To call her, 

dial 904-945-0127. 

Class Suspended 
Since many members of St. 

Mark’s travel during the summer, the 

Hebrews class (led by Bridget Pudi-

mat) will be suspended until after the 

summer.  

Continue to read The Messenger 

and The Lion’s Roar to find out when 

the class will continue.  
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We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's people and 
creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

 

Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

 1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
 10:00 am (Summer Schedule) 
 A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday – Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Robert M. Hale   Interim Pastor 
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064 
Email: Heald44@aol.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Aaron Brown  Property Chair & Men in Mission 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison   
Barbara Brown  Send Chair  
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

 


