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From the Pastor 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We are about to begin Holy Week, the most sa-

cred time of the church year. David Lose has written a 

beautiful devotion for Holy Week that I’d like to share 

with you. May it be a blessing for you as you remember 

the suffering and death of our Lord. 

 

 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the 

Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When 

he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 

may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew 

from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 

prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 

me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 

 

What words would you use to describe Jesus in 

this scene? 

I’ve asked this question many times in various 

Bible study settings, and there’s usually a fair degree of 

agreement. Of all the words suggested, in fact, one 

seems to come up more often than any other: human. As 

when someone says, “Jesus seems just so human with his 

anguish and fear.” 

Why is that word both so common and so im-

portant to people? I think it’s because we often forget the 

“other half” of the Incarnation. We have been taught, be-

lieve, and remember that Jesus is fully divine, “the only 

begotten Son of God” as the Nicene Creed puts it—even 

if we’re not sure what “begotten” means!—but we some-

times forget, or at least downplay, that the Church also 

confesses Jesus to be fully human. 

Perhaps that’s understandable. After all, through 

much of the gospel story, Jesus seems way more than 

human—healing, casting out demons, performing mira-

cles of all kinds. Moreover, he often seems so incredibly 

calm, perpetually unruffled, even at times somewhat dis-

passionate. And so we are, perhaps, surprised by a dis-

play of such emotion and anguish from him. 

Which is why, I think, this scene is one of the most 

memorable and important to many people—it reminds us 

that Jesus is like us. Just like us. In this scene Jesus is 

afraid, just as we at times are afraid. He feels alone, just 

as we feel at times alone. He wants to avoid the struggle 

and suffering to come, just as we often want to avoid 

struggle and suffering. 

Jesus is like us. And that matters, because if Jesus 

knows what it is to be like us, then God knows. God 

knows, understands, and cares about our fear, loneliness, 

and deep desire to escape suffering. 

This confession—that Jesus has taken on our lot and 

our life, experiencing everything we experience—is cen-

tral not just to this scene but to the whole of the Gospel. 

After all, each of the four stories of Jesus in the New 

Testament climax in what we call, most appropriately, 

the Passion of our Lord. Why has the church used this 

name? In large measure because the Latin root of the 

word “passion” means “suffering,” and this is the story 

of Jesus’ suffering for us and all the world. 

At the same time, we also confess that Jesus under-

goes that suffering in order to show us precisely that God 

is not dispassionate but cares for us and all people in-

tensely, deeply, even passionately. Passionately enough 

to die on the cross. 

Prayer: Dear God, when we next feel afraid or alone, 

remind us of Jesus praying on this night so that we might 

believe and trust that you understand us, care about us, 

and are with us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Pat 

—Pastor Patrick Bell  
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

Messages from Council President 
National Volunteer Month 

Did you know April is National Volunteer Month? 

As you all know, we could not spread the word of God 

without the thousands of volunteer hours each one of 

you gives every month. You volunteer your time and tal-

ents through working in the office, serving as a lector, 

serving as an usher, singing in the choir, working in the 

nursery, bringing food for fellowship time, serving on 

council, being a Foundation trustee, being a WELCA 

member, working in the kitchen, changing air filters, 

paying the bills, donating blood… The list of volunteer 

activities could go on for pages. God created each of us 

with unique gifts, and we should give thanks daily for 

these gifts. A huge thank you to all of our volunteers at 

St. Mark’s. 

 

Property: Do you have an eye for design? 
St. Mark’s has some areas of the church that are in 

need of some sprucing up. As we continue through our 

call process, now is the perfect time to evaluate some of 

the aesthetic needs in our church. We would like some 

input of ideas for updating some areas, like the church 

office, conference room, library (especially the chairs), 

offices, painting needs throughout, and exterior flow-

ers/landscaping. We would like to gather some ideas, put 

together some estimated expenses, and then work with 

our finance committee on funding options. Once we 

have plans in place, we will then reach out for volunteers 

to assist with planting new plants, painting, cleaning, etc. 

So if you have an eye for design, please let me know. Pa-

trice Roux-Neal has already volunteered to assist with 

this effort. If you are interested, you can email, call, text, 

or talk to me. Tracyb78@yahoo.com. 904-655-0049 

 

Invite 
Have you noticed some of your friends not in church 

recently? Are you one of our friends who has not been 

able to make it to church lately? We have noticed, and 

we miss you. There are so many exciting activities com-

ing up, and I invite you to come back and see what we 

are doing. A few highlights for April include Men in 

Mission on April 1, a Sunday class with Dale Gatz, a 

WELCA Easter Egg Hunt on April 8, the OneBlood 

Bloodmobile on April 9, Easter service and brunch on 

April 16, a First Coast Conference meeting on April 23, 

and St. Mark’s Day with the Jack Mixer Memorial Fish 

Fry on April 30. Be sure to check out the official calen-

dar online for updated activities dates. Gina also sends 

out the weekly E-Roar with updated information. I look 

forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Send: Outreach Opportunities 
Do you have an idea for an outreach program for St. 

Mark’s? We love the time we serve with UCOM, One-

Blood, Family Promise, the Ark, and LSS, but we are al-

ways open for new opportunities to give back to our 

community. If you have an idea for an outreach program 

or an interest in joining a current program, please let an-

yone on council know. You can also reach out directly to 

me (please see contact info in the property eye for design 

section). 

 

Save the Date 
 “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday will be held on 

September 10, 2017. This will be a day of service for us. 

A planning group will begin soon to plan activities, food, 

and needs for this exciting day. If you do not have an of-

ficial St. Mark’s yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

shirt, don’t worry! We will have them available again 

this year for this day of service. 

—Tracy Williams, Council President  

From the Interim Bishop 
March 30, 2017 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ in the Florida-Baha-

mas Synod, 

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen 

Christ! 

Because God is a God who in Christ Jesus brings life 

out of death, we can always expect to be surprised.  

Sometimes the surprises are difficult.  The resignation of 

your beloved Bishop Robert Schaefer is among such sur-

prises.  As a colleague in the Conference of Bishops, I 

have valued Bishop Schaefer's clarity with respect to 

keeping God's word of promise in Christ Jesus, focused 

in Word and Sacrament, central to our life together in 

Christ.  I am not surprised to hear leaders of this synod 

value that clarity in Bishop Schaefer's leadership.  I have 

also heard a strong sense of gratitude for the pastoral 

care and growing sense of collegiality that Bishop 

Schaefer has fostered through his service.  Given the 

gifts that he has shared with this synod, it is not hard to 

understand the sadness that many are feeling with re-

spect to this resignation. 

Precisely because our hope is in Christ, many in this 

synod are also able to bless Bishop Schaefer in his deci-

sion to resign.  They can value both the service he has 

rendered and the decision to pass this specific call for 
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leadership to another.  St. Paul once wrote to the congre-

gation in Corinth:  "I planted the seed, Apollos watered 

it, but God has been making it grow.  So neither the one 

who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only 

God, who makes things grow.  The one who plants and 

the one who waters have one purpose, and they each will 

be rewarded according to their own labor" (I Corinthians 

3:6-8).  Such a perspective invites humility with respect 

to our own service, and confidence in the God whose 

Holy Spirit calls and equips us for service in a particular 

time and place. 

Now God has surprised me with this invitation to 

serve as your Interim Bishop.  As I concluded my 18 

years of service as Bishop of the Northwestern Ohio 

Synod, I indicated that I would make no commitments 

for 3 months, and would do nothing for 6 months--that it 

was a time for silence and reflection.  When Pastor Wal-

ter May, Assistant to the Presiding Bishop/Executive for 

Synodical Relations called, he noted that it was now 6 

months and two days since my retirement, and asked me 

to be open to this possibility for service.  After a time of 

prayer and conversation with my wife Heidi, our adult 

children, and several beloved colleagues, I opened the 

door to this possibility.  Following an interview with the 

Executive Committee, the Synod Council invited me to 

serve as your Interim Bishop beginning April 1.  My first 

day in the synod office will be Tuesday, April 4. 

On March 6-8, I had the privilege of traveling to 

Tampa and spending 3 days with Bishop Schaefer and 

the synod staff for a period of orientation.  I came away 

with a sense of deep gratitude for Bishop Schaefer and 

his leadership, and deep gratitude for the synod staff 

which is gifted and willing to serve with faithfulness and 

passion.  In the midst of the many challenges that face 

this nation, this church, this synod, and its congregations 

and baptized members, it is clear that God has given the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod gifts that it needs to be a church 

in mission. It also is clear that the Holy Spirit is at work 

in many different ways in the life of this synod. 

As Interim Bishop, my primary work will be to tend 

to the Gospel as central to our life together.  In doing 

that, I will work with the staff to carry out the constitu-

tional responsibilities of the Office of the Bishop.  I will 

also work with Vice-President Cheryl Stuart, the Execu-

tive Committee, and the Synod Council to prepare the 

Synod for the election of a Bishop, Vice-President, Sec-

retary and other leadership positions at the Synod As-

sembly, October 12-14.  During this interim period, I 

plan on working out of the Synod Office in Tampa.  The 

Synod Council has blessed me to work remotely one 

week a month from my home in Ohio.  During my time 

in Florida I will seek to maximize my presence through-

out the synod in an effort to learn about what God is do-

ing in this synod, to be pastorally present, and to work 

with synod leadership in assessing the needs of the 

synod and its ministries as we prepare for the next stage 

of this synod's life together in Christ.  As an interim 

bishop, it is important to say that I will not be available 

for the call as your bishop. 

As I begin this interim ministry with you, I want to 

express my gratitude to Bishop Schaefer for the signifi-

cant work that he has done to facilitate this transition, to 

Vice-President Cheryl Stuart for her excellent leadership 

(and many hours!) in creating opportunity for conversa-

tion, careful process, and decisions by the Executive 

Committee and Synod Council.  Thanks also to the Ex-

ecutive Committee and Synod Council for their leader-

ship in setting the stage for this transition, and for the 

significant work that they will be doing in the days 

ahead.  

Transition is not easy for a synod staff.  Yet your 

staff is responding to these surprising days with grace 

and commitment.  Please keep them in your prayers and 

offer evangelical encouragement. 

We best embody Christ when we work together.  

During the next months, I look forward to working with 

the baptized members of this synod--with congregations 

and their leadership, with deacons and pastors, with con-

ference deans, conference chairs, and synod staff--that 

God may be glorified, that the work of Christ might be 

made known and that we might serve with faithfulness 

and joy together. 

May our observance of Lent, Holy Week, and the 

Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord surprise us 

again—and empower us for the holy work before us. 

 

Together with you in Christ, 

  

Marcus Lohrmann, Interim Bishop 

Florida-Bahamas Synod 
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Women of the ELCA 
 
 
 
April 

Circle Meetings:  

 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, April 1 at 10:00 am in Hart 

Hall  

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, April 11 at 9:30 am in Hart 

Hall  

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, April 20 at 7:00 pm in the  

library  

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

Young Adult Outreach Program 
Priscilla Circle has developed an outreach program 

to keep in touch with our congregation’s college stu-

dents. Notes of encouragement, faith, and love (and an 

occasional care package) are sent 

during the college year for those 

studying in Jacksonville, or else-

where in Florida, and out of 

state. If you would like to be in-

cluded or would like to recom-

mend someone for this pro-

gram, please contact any 

Priscilla Circle member or call Kim 

Dodds at (904) 710-9274. 

Lion’s Pride 
Lion’s Pride meets on the second Friday of the 

month. Brown bag lunch and speaker. A head count is 

needed for the hostess providing dessert and beverages, 

and the table setup. Please contact Clara Echerer 904-

737-4480 to reserve your seat by the Monday prior to the 

session. All are welcome.  

 

Coming Up 
April 14: No meeting. Good Friday service. 

May 12: Recycle Band and luncheon by “chef” 

Leslie Allen and crew. Fun for adults and the Ark. 

—Clara Echerer 
 

UCOM Volunteer Opportunities 
UCOM needs volunteers for the following: 

 Meals on Wheels drivers (2 hour commitment 

once a month). If interested, contact Kristen 

at petezoosoccer@comcast.net. 

 Grocery store pick-up and delivery drivers (needs 

a pickup truck or minivan and ability to lift boxes 

averaging 40 lbs.—2 hours once a week) 

 Grocery Bag Packers (3 hours once a week) 

(Monday, Wednesday and Thursday) 

 Cleaners (Mop, dust, vacuum once a week—1 

hour)  

 Lawn Work (mowing/edging as needed—UCOM 

owns equipment) 

 Garden help  

If you would like to volunteer, 

email ucom.jax@gmail.com. 

 

Something New in the Pew 
Each pew now has a red Friendship Register to re-

place the attendance notebooks. Please sign in the regis-

ter and then pass it down your pew for each member or 

visitor to sign. Later in the service, pass the signed regis-

ter back to the first seat in each pew. As the register 

passes by you, please note any visitors' names. During 

the Passing of the Peace, greet our visitors by their name 

and make sure to give them your name. Additionally, we 

have Registers in the robing room and choir room. 

 Also, if you are attending a Sunday service and peo-

ple from the Saturday service have already signed a 

page, you do not need to start a new page. Just write the 

day’s date when you sign. This will help us save paper.  

Thank you for helping us with our new membership 

attendance process. 

—Mary Swart 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to drive members who need a 

ride to St. Mark’s for Holy Week services. 

If you can be a driver, please call Eric or Ellen Olson 

at 731-1310 or email at eegolson3@gmail.com. 

Likewise, if you need a ride to St. Mark’s during 

Holy Week, please call or email us and we’ll try to 

match you up with a volunteer driver. 

—St. Mark’s Celebrate Team 
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Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday (April 13), Good Friday (April 

14), and Easter Vigil (April 15) services will all be held 

at 7:00 pm.  

Easter 
Easter Egg Hunt 

for children of the Ark and all children 

All children are welcome!  

Saturday, April 8 at 10:30 am  

 

 

Easter Service  
Sunday, April 16 

SERVICE: 9:30-10:30  

Nursery Available.  

 

 

 

Easter Breakfast 
Breakfast will be served following the Easter service. 

Please join us as the celebration of the Resurrection con-

tinues with an opportunity for fellowship and food. Food 

will be provided. 

St. Mark’s Day 
We will celebrate St. Mark’s Day on April 30. After 

church, there will be an activity in the Fellowship Hall. 

More details will follow. After the activity, stay for 

lunch at 11:30 with the Jack Mixer Fish Fry. Steve Hicks 

and his crew will prepare fried fish and hushpuppies. 

Chicken will be available for those who don’t eat fish. 

Please bring food to share as follows: 

 

A-H     Side Dishes 

J-P       Salad 

R-Z      Deserts. 

 

Come join us for the fellowship and good food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Family Promise 
The Players Championship 

THE PLAYERS 

Championship offers an op-

portunity to save big and 

help nonprofits. With Chip 

in for Youth, Family Prom-

ise receives $25 from every 

ticket purchased. Save on 

the ticket price and change 

the lives of homeless fami-

lies. 100% of the ticket 

prices help local nonprofits!  

This awesome deal offers Good Any One Day Grounds 

Tickets at $50 each. Elsewhere, tickets are $65 and re-

stricted to a specific day. The 2017 PLAYERS Champi-

onship will be May 9-14.  

To purchase, contact Beth Mixson at Family Prom-

ise at 537-3645 or bethmixson@familypromisejax.org, 

visit the Family Promise website, or buy online at ticket-

mas-ter.com. The deadline for purchase is April 28.  

(Please enter FAMILYPROMISEJAX as the Offer 

Code.) 

 

Family Promise Benefit at the Alhambra  
Steel Magnolias is about 

the strength of love and 

laughter in facing life’s chal-

lenges. Set in Truvy’s beauty 

salon, where all the ladies 

who are “anybody” come to 

have their hair done, these 

strong southern women draw 

on the underlying strength—and love.  

Sunday, June 25 benefits Family Promise of Jack-

sonville. The show starts at 2:00 pm, and doors open at 

12:00 pm with a meal served from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. 

Purchase your ticket from Family Promise or a 

board member and help support homeless families with 

children. The ticket price of $55 includes the meal, non-

alcoholic beverages, tax, gratuities, and a donation to 

Family Promise. Ticket sales end June 12. 

For tickets, call Family Promise at 354-1818 or 

email bethmixson@familypromisejax.org. 
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St. Mark’s Ark 
Please make sure your calendar is marked for Friday, 

April 28, the date of our Annual Spring Program, Sup-

per, and Silent Auction. This is the highlight of the year 

for the St. Mark’s Ark. The Giraffes, Ducks, and Bears 

will be sharing their musical talents with you and your 

families. The children are practicing in music classes 

every week to bring you a spectacular program under the 

direction of our wonderful Ms. Ginger and Ms. Jane! I 

am sure you will be impressed when our little ones sing 

in English and French. 

Although the children’s performance will be the fea-

ture of the evening, a delicious supper will also be 

served, and fabulous goods and services will be auc-

tioned to benefit the Ark. All proceeds from the dinner 

and auction will go toward the St. Mark’s Ark scholar-

ship fund, and new equipment and curriculum purchases. 

There is limited space. Reservations are needed, and 

placement is on a first come first serve basis. 

Gift certificate donations will be accepted through 

April 19. So, if you have a business or frequent a busi-

ness that may donate to this worthy cause, please contact 

the Ark. We also need people to donate their time and 

talents. Lots of leg work is needed to put the evening to-

gether. One of the Ladies Circles is doing a basket for 

our auction.  

Please call the office at 346-0404 if you can help set 

up tables, break down tables, help in the kitchen, serve 

food, or clean up. Don’t miss the opportunity to have fel-

lowship with our families on this fun filled night! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Ark Giraffes, Ducks, and Bears 

Present 

St. Mark’s Ark Annual Spring Program,  

BBQ dinner, and Auction 

Friday, April 28 at 5:30 pm 

Reservation Form* 

 

*Please attach your payment to this form and return 

it to the Ark by April 21. Please add an additional $10 

per person to reservations made after April 21. You must 

have a reservation to attend. 

 

Name(s) _____________________________________ 

________Adults ($20 each) 

________ Ark Children ($6 each) 

________ Children seated at your table ($6 each) 

 

 To reserve a table of 8, contact the office at 346-

0404. Babysitting is available for younger Ark children. 

 

—Patrice Roux-Neal  

Adult Class 
 On Sundays at 10:45 Dale Gatz 

continues his class based on Marcus 

Borg's book, Convictions: How I 

Learned What Matters Most. All are 

welcome, even if you haven’t read 

the book, which is a memoir of 

Borg's own spiritual journey. How's 

your journey going? If you've run 

amok or consider the words "spir-

itual journey" an oxymoron, you 

may want to consider attending!  

—Dale Gatz 

Hospital Visitor Ministry 
Our Hospital Visitor ministry is now active. Mem-

bers of St. Mark’s who are hospitalized will normally be 

visited six days a week. Here is the schedule: 

 

Monday: Mary Swart (1st and 2nd Mondays at Baptist 

downtown only); Joyce Wertz (3rd or 4th Monday) 

Tuesday: Pastor Pat 

Wednesday: Bill Ahrens 

Thursday: Pastor Pat 

Friday: Steve & Jenny Hicks 

Saturday or Sunday: Mary Cusick 
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Alternates: Jeanette Snyder (Monday only), Mark We-

ber 

We could still use a couple more alternates; if you 

feel that you would like to be a part of this ministry, send 

a note to Pastor Pat. Thanks to all who have already vol-

unteered! 

First Coast Conference  
Did you know…? 
 Our congregation is part of the First Coast Confer-

ence? 

 There are 14 other congregations in that confer-

ence? 

 Leaders in each of those congregations are facing 

many of the same challenges we are? 

 
Let’s talk to each other! 
Come to the First Coast Conference 

meeting to connect with lay leaders 

from other area congregations and 

share ideas, concerns, and challenges. 

Rich Langston will talk about the success we’ve had 

with youth ministry collaboration, and we’ll all talk 

about how we can extend that to other areas of ministry.  

 
Then we’ll have break-out sessions for: 

 Finance  

 Social Outreach Ministry 

 Worship and Music 

 Youth Ministry (information about the 2018 Gath-

ering!) 

 
FIRST COAST CONFERENCE MEETING 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 at 4:00 pm 

St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea 

1801 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach, 32250 

Devotionals for April 
 “Global Church Minutes are short, one minute or 

less, prayers [for] 2017 and serve as a reminder of our 

connection to our brothers and sisters around the world.”   

Through 2017, I will place a month’s worth of these 

ELCA devotionals in each Messenger.      

—Gina Olson  
 

APRIL 16: The Festival of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

Risen One, as the women came to the tomb and found 

the stone rolled away, let us see your triumph over death 

in our daily lives. Let this joyous festival that proclaims 

the end of death-as-the-end provide hope for all who 

face death in their daily lives. Bless the work of all peo-

ple who preach the gospel of good news to the poor, dis-

enfranchised and oppressed, all for the name of your 

risen Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

APRIL 23 
Risen One, who meets us along the roadways and in the 

locked rooms of our lives, guide us to witness to your tri-

umph over death in our daily lives. Thanks be to you for 

the work of Lutheran missionaries as they follow you 

and accompany our companions building up the church. 

Bless all people who hear your gospel of peace, reconcil-

iation and triumph over death and seek to follow you, in 

the name of your risen Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ, 

we pray. Amen. 

 

APRIL 30 
Risen One, who meets us along the roadways and in the 

locked rooms of our lives, guide us to witness to your tri-

umph over death in our daily lives. Send your Spirit of 

life and strength to be present with the women studying 

at ELCA colleges and institutions through the Interna-

tional Women Leaders program. Through your grace, 

guide them into all good work, in the name of your risen 

Son, our Lord, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for April 2017 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, April 1  Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, April 2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent   

Steve Hicks  Gina Olson  Mary Lou Weidenmier & Mary Cusick 

Sunday, April 9  
Passion/Palm Sunday   

Ron Eckels   Bridget Pudimat   Mary Lou Weidenmier & Mary Cusick 

Thursday, April 13  
Maundy Thursday 

Loree Mueller Al Voss  

Friday, April 14 
Good Friday 

Steve Hicks Eric Olson   

Saturday, April 15 
Easter Vigil  

Gary Pudimat  Janet Gray 

John Trainer  

Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath 

Sunday, April 16 
Easter Sunday   

Jane Kilby  Amelia Jorn  Renee Roath & Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, April 23 
Second Sunday in Easter  

Ron Eckels  Ellen Olson    Rachel Mumford & Jeanette Snyder 

Sunday, April 30 
Third Sunday in Easter 

Gary Pudimat Neil Daraskevich  Mary Cusick & Jeanette Snyder 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Additional Nursery Volunteers 

Saturday, April 1     

Sunday, April 2 
Fifth Sunday in Lent   

LENT 

No Flowers  

Amelia Jorn  Bridget Pudimat 

Sunday, April 9  
Passion/Palm Sunday   

LENT 

No Flowers 

Tahiana Rakotomandrindra Miora Rambeloarisoa  

Thursday, April 13 
Maundy Thursday 

   

Friday, April 14 
Good Friday 

   

Saturday, April 15 
Easter Vigil  

   

Sunday, April 16 
Easter Sunday   

Festival Stands: Bob 

Wofford 

Flowers: Easter Lilies  

Becca Jorn  Volunteer Needed 

Sunday, April 23 
Second Sunday in Easter  

Bonnye Bell  Nolan Pudimat Rachel Mumford 

Sunday, April 30 
Third Sunday in Easter 

Alice & John Trainer  Miora Rambeloarisoa  Gina Olson  

 

Ushers for April: Nola & Randy Rahe  
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April 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 
  

  
 
 

1 
8:30 am Men in Mis-
sion @ Fellowship 
Hall 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 Adult Class @ San 
Marco Rom   

3 
 
 

4 

10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

5 
5:00 pm Lenten Soup 
& Salad Supper & 
Service @ Fellow-
ship Hall, Nave 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave  

6 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

7 
6:00 pm Call Com-
mittee @ Library 
 

8 
10:30 am WELCA 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 

9  

OneBlood Blood Drive 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 am Adult Class @ 
San Marco Room 
10:45 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  

10 

6:30 pm Nourish 
Meeting @ Library 

11 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

12 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave 

13 Maundy 

Thursday 
7:00 pm Maundy 
Thursday Service @ 
Nave 
 

14 Good  

Friday  
7:00 pm Good Friday 
Service @ Nave  
 

15 Easter 

Vigil  
Deadline for 

May 

Messenger 
7:00 pm Easter Vigil 
@ Nave  

 

16 Easter  

Sunday 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
Brunch to Follow Service  
 

17 
6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library  

18 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

19 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
 

20 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room  

21 
 6:00 pm Call Com-
mittee @ Library 

22 
 

23 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 am Adult Class @ 
San Marco Room 
10:45 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  
4:00 pm First Coast Con-
ference @ St. Andrew’s 
By-the-Sea    

24 
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library  
 

25 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Celebrate 
Meeting @ Library 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

26 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave 

 

27 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  

28 
6:00 pm Call Com-
mittee @ Library 
 
 

29 
 

 

30 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  
11:30 am Jack Mixer Fish 
Fry for St. Mark’s Day @ 
Fellowship Hall     
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 April Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly 

and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson does 
layout and editing for both of them.  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and 
The Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month.  

Thank You 
Thank you to St. Mark's family for your support during these difficult 

times. You all truly walk the feet of Jesus through the giving of your 
hearts! May our Lord give you peace and many blessings! We are forever 
grateful to be a part of your family! 
 
Sincerely,  
A St. Mark’s family member 

 
 
I'd like to thank all my St. Mark’s friends and especially my "choir 

buddies" for your thoughtful cards and notes following the death of my 
brother in law, Dick Hirsch. Some of you met Dick on one of his visits 
here with Joan. 

The comment I heard most often in New York was "He was a great 
guy." He was, but he'd have been surprised to hear anyone say that. 

Again, thanks for caring.                        
 
Marie Friedsam 

Eric Olson                                       April 1 
Carl Moser                                     April 2 
Kathy Richardson                         April 4 
Cherie Peterson                            April 7 
Carol Hardin                                April 14 
Jeanne Maszy                             April 15 
Andrew Snyder                           April 17 
Reuben Neal                               April 19 
June Edwards                             April 21 
Naomi Heneghan                       April 21 
Madison Smith                           April 22 
Nolan Pudimat                           April 23 
Fred Schaible                              April 23 
Steve Kemp                                 April 25 
Rusty Snyder                               April 25 
Helena Neal                                 April 26 
Eric Dennis                                   April 27 
Rachel Mumford                        April 29 

Anniversaries 
Jan & Jim Dennis                          April 5 
Mary & Mike Swart                   April 10 
Joyce & Larry Wertz                  April 26 
Marylou & Ron Eckels               April 29 

Call Committee 
Alonzo Batson: Co-Chair Person 
Elizabeth Jenkins: Co-Chair Person 
Gina Olson 
Gary Pudimat 
Renée Roath 
Mark Weber 
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 am                                      
 
A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Patrick Bell   Interim Pastor 

Phone: 904-249-9925 
Cell phone: 904-229-7438 
Email: pbell47@yahoo.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison    
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 
Randy Rahe 
Ray Booth 
Jim Dennis 
John Trainer 
 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

St. Mark’s 

Lutheran 
Church 


