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From the Pastor 
“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.” 

This prayer is our Advent refrain each week as we in-

voke the Holy Spirit to “stir up” within us through the 

prayer of the day. These “stir up” prayers in Advent have 

always been my favorite, and every year I discover a 

new reason to fall in love with them again.  

In a literal sense, I love the image of the Holy 

Spirit stirring things up. My mind is filled with images 

of the Spirit swirling, much like a desert windstorm or a 

tidal pool with the waves crashing together. During the 

holidays I am even reminded of the Spirit’s “stirring” 

when I fold flour or eggs into a good batter, or marsh-

mallows in a cup of hot chocolate.  

One of my favorite “stir up” prayers is on the 

third Sunday of Advent. On December 17, we’ll pray, 

“Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 

open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, 

anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light…” 

The power of the Spirit stirring up God’s people is em-

powering and exciting. However, it is also downright ter-

rifying. 

There is a stereotype that Lutherans don’t like 

change. We’re often comfortable with our traditions and 

having “always done it that way.” Whether that generali-

zation is true or not is the topic of another time, but per-

haps the same generalization could be made within our 

own lives. How complacent can we become in our rela-

tionship with God? How settled can we become in our 

faith? How content can we become in our practices, tra-

ditions, rituals, and beliefs? Are we truly ready or will-

ing to be stirred up? 

Willingly and knowingly invoking the Spirit to 

stir us up is a scary invitation. After all, the Spirit has 

strong track recorded of stirring things up pretty well.  

Off the top of my head I can think of a large ark, thou-

sands of Israelites crossing the Red Sea, a whale’s belly, 

a wise judge, and of course a young woman named 

Mary. The Spirit is always stirring and filling, empower-

ing and challenging.   

One of the many joys of the Advent season is the 

invitation to begin again. To begin a new liturgical year.  

To enter a new calendar year with excitement, goals, 

hopes, dreams, and ambitions. To begin the story of Je-

sus, from birth and life to death and resurrection. To be 

stirred up. Advent invites us to have the settled, dusty, 

and stagnant parts of our lives stirred up by the Holy 

Spirit. 

This year I am reminded of God’s promise in the 

Spirit to keep stirring. I often want to condition my Ad-

vent prayer with “only if you want to” or “if you think I 

need it.” But the question isn’t if the Spirit will stir, but 

when and how. This Advent I am reminded that our 

prayer is not request or invitation as much as it is a proc-

lamation of faith.   

From the beginning, God stirred up creation. God 

stirred up love when Jesus, Emmanuel and Messiah, 

walked among God’s people in humble service—turning 

the world upside down in the death and resurrection. 

And by God’s grace, God continues to stir things up for 

us in the most beautiful, challenging, and faithful ways.  

How is the Spirit working in your life this Advent? In 

what areas of your faith life might you find the Spirit 

stirring? 

—Pastor Daniel Locke  

Men in Mission 
Men in Mission will meet on December 9 at 8:00 

am in the Fellowship Hall. This is a week later than 

usual. We will start with a short Bible study followed by 

light work around the church property. Everyone is wel-

come to attend! 

 —Jim Dennis 
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Women of the ELCA  
 

 

 

 

December Circle Meetings: 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, December 2 at 10:00 am at 

Taylor Residences  

Priscilla Circle: Saturday, December 9 at 11:30 at 

Bonnye Bell’s House 

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

Youth Group Homelessness Presentation 
On Sunday, December 3, join us in Hart Hall af-

ter worship for a quick final presentation from the youth 

regarding homelessness. We appreciate everyone's pa-

tience in waiting for our final presentation about home-

lessness which was delayed due to technical difficulties 

the last couple weeks. 

—Bridget Pudimat, Youth Group Leader 

Adult Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School will be held in the San 

Marco Room after the youth presentation on Sunday, 

December 3. We will meet every Sunday after worship 

in December except for Christmas Eve.  

In January, we will dis-

cuss the book of Revelation us-

ing The Bible Project videos 

and other resources. 

 

 

—Bridget Pudimat 

From the Council President 
Call Process Update:  

The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual, Walk-

ing Together through the Transition Process: A Guide 

for Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and 

our place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all 

members to review. The manual is also available on the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we 

will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently 

on steps 11 through 12 bolded in the following column.  

 

 

 

Step 1: Current pastor resigns or retires…A celebration 

of ministry together 

Step 2: Congregation receives a transition pastor or in-

terim 

Step 3: A ministry assessment and discernment process 

occurs 

Step 4: The call process begins…call committee is 

formed 

Step 5: Congregational Ministry Site Profile is created 

Step 6: A call list is formed 

Step 7: Interview of candidates 

Step 8: Primary candidates identified and interviewed 

by congregation council 

Step 9: Congregation meets primary candidate 

Step 10: Congregation votes to extend a call; pastor ac-

cepts or declines call 

Step 11: Installation 

Step 12: Evaluation of the process 

 
Council is working with the Synod on setting up 

the date for Pastor Daniel’s installation at St. Mark’s. 

This event will be a time to celebrate Pastor Daniel as he 

joins our church. Clergy from around the Synod will at-

tend and celebrate this special occasion. Once we have 

the date set, it will be shared with the congregation.  

We are also working on setting a date for a con-

gregational retreat. One of the final pieces of the call 

process is to have a post-call congregational retreat 

within a few months after the new Pastor arrives. This 

post-call retreat is to assist in developing healthy rela-

tionships to strengthen the congregation and pastor. It 

will be a time for spiritual enrichment, vision planning, 

setting expectations, and leadership. This retreat will 

most likely occur in the first quarter of 2018. Again, 

once we have a date, we will share it with the congrega-

tion. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting Reminder 
The annual congregational meeting will be held 

in the gym on Sunday, December 17 following the 9:30 

am church service. All are invited to attend and celebrate 

our accomplishments in 2017, approve the budget for 

2018, and hear what our future looks like for 2018. 

Watch your mailboxes and emails for the formal letter 

and budget for review. 

We will have a brunch following the morning 
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church service and then go into our formal meeting. If 

you attend the Saturday night service, be sure to come on 

Sunday for brunch and then stay for the meeting. Our 

fellowship team always does a great job with the food. 

Brunch will start around 9:45 am and we will begin the 

meeting about 30 minutes later. This will allow everyone 

time to get some food, change out of robes from the ser-

vice, and have time to get settled in for the meeting. 

Watch your email and mail box for the official notifica-

tion. 

All newly elected and current council members 

will meet on Monday, December 18 at Tracy Williams’ 

home for the final 2017 council meeting. The new 2018 

council will vote on executive officers this evening. The 

meeting will begin at 6:30 pm and then we will share in 

some fellowship together. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 
December 1: Names for Council Due 

December 1: Submit application for Foundation re-

quests 

December 13: Birthday for Christ 

December 17: Annual Congregational Meeting 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

December 25: Christmas Day 

 

Please be sure to check our website for updates, 

times, and locations. 

—Tracy Williams, Council President  

Music Notes 
Advent Worship: Introducing Holy Communion Setting 
Six 
 

We watch the clock, ready to move on to the next 

thing. But to really watch means being present, living in 

this moment rather than longing for the past or waiting 

for the future. When we are truly watching, we regard 

time as a gift, a present. Watching becomes less about 

warning and more about attentiveness. 

—Jennifer Baker-Trinity,  

Soli Deo Gloria: Choir Devotions for Year B 

 

In traditional African-American worship neither 

the length of the service nor the length of the songs is 

dictated by the clock. 

—Contributors, Musicians Guide: Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship 

 

These two quotes are a great way to introduce 

Setting Six from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. The 

music from this setting comes from This Far by Faith – 

our denomination’s African-American hymnal. There 

aren’t any surprise repeats or extended vocal and instru-

mental solos, but notice how this music pulls us into the 

moment. “Lord, Have Mercy” supports the soloist with 

lush jazz harmonies that move carefully with the text. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” pulses slowly and deliberately, also 

in a jazz idiom. As we sing “Lamb of God,” the underly-

ing triplet feel lends itself to a relaxed gospel shuffle. 

It’s the pace of these songs that make this setting 

suitable for our Advent worship. Our God of richness 

has bestowed musical language on all cultures. We do 

not sing these songs for their novelty or as a passing 

fancy; rather, we sing them to join our voices with the 

whole people of God. 

Lutheran worship values assembly singing. As 

we learn this setting together, participate fully and open 

yourself to a musical style you might not be very famil-

iar with. I think you’ll be glad you did. 

 

A Three-Fold Advent Hymn Festival 
On the shores of Lake Junaluska in North 

Carolina, I participated in my first hymn 

festival. I use the word “participated” be-

cause hymn festivals are not a spectator 

event! The setting was a Methodist one, but 

the leader of the event was a famous Lutheran organist 

named Michael Burkhardt. I had never seen such variety 

presented in the singing of hymns. He used intricate im-

provisations, had women and men sing alternating stan-

zas, accompanied unison singing with fresh harmoniza-

tions, had us sing stanzas in canon—all with the intent of 

enlivening assembly singing of hymns with a common 

theme. 

Since that day, the hymn festival is one of my fa-

vorite worship services. That’s why I was so excited to 

have Aaron David Miller play a hymn festival at the re-

dedication of our expanded organ four years ago. 

 

We have a hymn festival at St. Mark’s on Sunday, De-

cember 10 at 6:00 pm and I hope that you will come. 

 

The theme is Three-Fold Advent: A Hymn Festival 

about Waiting. 
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Advent has always had two parts to it. First, we look for-

ward to Christmas and the birth of Jesus, but the other 

side is that we wait for Jesus to come again in glory at 

the End Times. 

 

This hymn festival is three-fold because we will sing 

hymns about waiting for a king–Jesus coming in glory at 

the End Times: 

 

Fling Wide the Door! (ELW 259) 

Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending (ELW 435) 

My Lord, What a Morning (ELW 438) 

 

The second part will be about waiting for the Kingdom 

as we sing songs about life in the Kingdom of God:  

 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 

Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 276) 

Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 

 

Finally, we’ll sing some hymns about waiting for the 

birth of Jesus in our midst: 

 

Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263) 

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

  

We’ll hear music from our 36-rank Zimmer/Colby or-

gan, the Festival Choir will sing, and the St. Mark’s 

Ringers will play. Please join us as we celebrate Advent 

through song! 

—Tony Cruz, Cantor  

Lion’s Pride: Christmas Celebration 
Join the pride of lions on December 8 at noon in 

Hart Hall as we celebrate the Christmas season together. 

Forget your brown bags and enjoy the Christmas lunch 

which will be provided. There will be 

Christmas carols and a special Christ-

mas program.   

We hope Clara Echerer will be 

able to join us, but at press time we do 

not know when Brooks will set her 

free; instead, please make reservations 

by December 6 with Marjorie 

Broward 733-1290 (you may leave a 

message) or mabjax@gmail.com.   

 

Birthday for Christ Reservation 
Wednesday, December 13 is St. Mark’s annual 

Birthday for Christ celebration. A children’s musical will 

be the highlight of the evening. We would love to have 

all the Ark and church families come, enjoy dinner, and 

attend our celebration on a Wednesday evening. For res-

ervations, complete the form below and drop it off at the 

Ark or church office with payment attached by Decem-

ber 7. The presents from the giving tree will be presented 

that night. The Bears will perform! 

 

Reservation form 

 

Regular sized* Firehouse Sub, chips, drink, and dessert 

for $10 each.   

 

 

Name_________________________________ 

 

 

#_________Turkey sub 

#_________Ham sub 

 

 

Total price enclosed ______________  

 

Checks made out to St. Mark’s Ark Preschool. 

Charged to my credit card in the Ark office.   

There will be a $5 service fee added to your total.   

*You may want to have small children share. 

Poinsettia Order Form  
Your name (please print) 

_______________________________ 

Number of poinsettias __________ 

 

“In honor of” OR “In memory of” 

(Circle one) 

 

_____ My plant may be delivered to a shut-in. 

_____ I will pick up my plant for personal use. 

 

Poinsettias will be available following the 10:30 pm 

service on Christmas Eve.) Please return this form and 

payment to the office or place in offering plate and mark 

your check “poinsettia” by Sunday, December 10.  

 

Amount enclosed $ _____________________ 

(Each plant is $12.) 
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Altar Flowers for 2018 
The Altar Flower Chart for 2018 

has been posted in the narthex. Please 

sign up if you wish to provide flowers for 

a particular Sunday. The cost for both 

vases is $45. If you have any questions, 

contact Jenny Hicks.  

Birthday for Christ 
Christmas is the time of year 

when we join together and 

provide children under pro-

tective custody and their 

families with gifts to help 

make their Christmas a joy-

ful one. Your gift may be the 

only one they receive. 

Can you imagine not 

having a gift to open on Christmas day? It is such a joy 

to be able to share our blessings with these children. Im-

agine the smiles on their faces when they open the gifts 

you gave them. 

Please take an ornament off of the tree. There is a 

notebook for you to sign opposite the name of the child. 

Please keep the ornament and attach it to your package 

so your gift goes to the right child. 

The Birthday for Christ celebration that will be 

held on Wednesday, December 13 at 6:30 pm. Come 

join us for a special program put on by Tony and the 

children of the Ark. Bring along your gift and your holi-

day spirit.   

Bring Cookies! 
Please bring a tray of your favorite Christmas 

cookies to share on Christmas Eve. Leave them in the 

kitchen and the Fellowship Committee will serve them 

following both services. 

We will provide coffee, cider, and water. We 

hope to have a festive event. 

 

Advent & Christmas Services 

St. Mark’s 

Advent & Christmas Services 

 
 

 

 
Wednesday Advent Services 

6:30 pm on December 6th 

6:30 pm on December 20th 

 

Three Fold-Advent: A Hymn Festival 

December 10th at 6:00 pm 

 

Birthday for Christ 

December 13th at 6:30 pm 

 

Longest Night Service 

December 21st at 7:00 pm 

 

4:00 pm & 10:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

Bishop Installation 
The Florida-Bahamas Synod’s Bishop-elect will 

be installed on January 20, 2018 at St. Mark the Evange-

list Catholic Church in Tampa, FL at 12:00 pm. ELCA 

presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, will preside over the 

installation. The First Coast Conference is contracting a 

56-passenger bus for the event. The cost is $30 per per-

son. The bus will leave Jacksonville at 7:30 am and re-

turn at 7:30 pm. Please contact Pastor Daniel if you are 

interested in attending.  
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Mid-Winter Supper Club 
Plans are in the making for a mid-winter group 

gathering of Supper Club. The gathering will be held in 

our fellowship hall on Saturday night, January 20, after 

the 5:30 pm service. With the New Year and our Church 

Family welcoming new beginnings, what better way for 

us to gather than to break bread and share fellowship 

with one another and Pastor Daniel and Sarah? 

After our "Group Gathering," we will hope to 

have 1 or 2 smaller group Supper Club gatherings hosted 

by different members in their homes during spring, and 

then a "Group Finale" in late May or early June. 

A sign-up sheet is posted. All are welcome! If 

you can host a small group, please indicate on the sign-

up. Also please indicate how many you will feel com-

fortable hosting in your home (total including yourself.) 

6, 8, or 10. 

We hope to have another good response this 

coming year and hopefully you will come and join us!  

—Leslie Allen & Jenny Hicks 

Devotionals for December 
Throughout 2017, I included the ELCA’s 

“Global Church Minutes” in each Messenger. I will find 

more devotionals to share in the new year.  

—Gina Olson  
Advent 2017: 
 

December 3: 
God, who will come again in the clouds, keep us 

alert to the signs of your coming. Give us the strength we 

need to fulfill the work you have planned for us. Keep all 

who work for justice in your world firm in their convic-

tions, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

December 10: 
God, whose voice cries out in the wilderness, open 

our ears that we might hear the news of your coming 

messenger. Guide all people who proclaim your gospel 

of peace and love, including ELCA missionaries. Lift up 

all who live in places of war and give strength to all who 

seek to create new systems of equity, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 17: 
Christ, our light, praise to you for the messengers 

you have sent to point us to you. Strengthen us to hear 

your message of peace, love and reconciliation and guide 

all people who proclaim your gospel, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

December 24: 
God, who gives favor to all who seek to follow your 

will, praise to you for all people who are servants of the 

Lord, especially to Christ’s mother, your handmaiden, 

Mary. We give thanks for all people who serve as your 

servants overseas, especially in the Holy Land, where 

you lived and walked, through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

December 31: 
God, who dismisses your servants, according to your 

word, thanks be to you for all our servants who have fin-

ished their service to you. Praise to you to all members 

of the ELCA who participate in mission to the world, es-

pecially all missionaries, through your Son, Jesus the 

Christ. Amen. 
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for December 2017 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, December 2 Loree Mueller  Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, December 3 
1st Sunday of Advent  

Eric Olson  Alonzo Batson   Jeni Heneghan & Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, December 10  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Ellen Olson  Gina Olson  Susan Jackson & Francine Baker 

Saturday, December 16  Loree Mueller  Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, December 17 
3rd Sunday of Advent  

Gary Pudimat  Bridget Pudimat  Mary Lou Weidenmier & Susan Jackson 

Sunday, December 24 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Eve 

Steve Hicks (9:30 am) 

Ron Eckels (4:00 pm) 

Jane Kilby (10:30 pm) 

Janet Gray (9:30 am) 

Amelia Jorn (4:00 pm) 

Al Voss (10:30 pm) 

Nicki Hassell & Bonnye Bell 

Rachel Mumford 

Bridget & Jordan Pudimat 

Sunday, December 31 John Trainer Neil Daraskevich  Renee Roath & Volunteer 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Nursery Volunteers 
Saturday, December 2    

Sunday, December 3 
1st Sunday of Advent  

Mary Cusick  Ian Heneghan Angie Powell & Miora Rambeloarisoa 

Sunday, December 10  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Jane Kilby Nolan Pudimat Angie Powell & Rachel Mumford 

Saturday, December 16     

Sunday, December 17 
3rd Sunday of Advent  

Jeanette Snyder Tahiana Rakotomandrindra Angie Powell & Bridget Pudimat 

Sunday, December 24 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Eve 

Christmas Poinsettias  

Festival Stands: Bob 

Wofford  

Grace Maszy    

Sunday, December 31 Patrice Roux-Neal  Becca Jorn   

 

 

Ushers for December: Russ & Jeanette Snyder 
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December 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
  

  
  

   1  
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

2 
9:00 am Chrismon 
Tree Decorating @ 
Hart Hall  
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Taylor Resi-
dences 
1:00 pm Youth Cookie 
Fundraiser Learning 
Day  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  FIRST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:30 am Adult Sunday 
School @ San Marco 
Room 
10:30 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library 
10:30 am Kindergarten 
through 3rd Grade Sun-
day School @ Classroom 
next to “Nursery” 

4   
4:30-9:30 pm Douglas 
Anderson School of 
the Arts Rehearsal & 
Concert 
5:00-10:00 pm Jack-
sonville Jaguars 
Booster Club: Annual 
Christmas Party @ 
Fellowship Hall 

5   
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
4:30-9:30 pm Doug-
las Anderson Re-
hearsal & Concert 
6:00 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall   
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

6   
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:30 pm Advent Ser-
vice @ Nave 
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite 

7   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

8   
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride @ Hart Hall  
 

9  
8:00 am Men in Mis-
sion (All are welcome!) 
@ Fellowship Hall  
11:30 am Priscilla Cir-
cle @ Bonnye Bell’s 
Home 

10  SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:30 am Adult Sunday 
School @ San Marco 
Room 
10:30 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library 
10:30 am Kindergarten 
through 3rd Grade Sun-
day School @ Classroom  
6:00 pm Three-Fold Ad-
vent: A Hymn Festival @ 
Nave  

11 

 

12  
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Hart Hall  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Nourish 
Meeting @ Library  
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

13  
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:30 pm Birthday for 
Christ @ Nave 
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite 

14 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room 
 

15  Deadline 

for January 

Messenger    
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 

 

 
  
 

16 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship @ 
Nave 

 

17  THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:30 am Annual Con-
gregational Meeting @ 
Nave 
5:30 pm Youth Group 
Meeting @ Hart Hall  

18 
6:30 pm Council Meet-
ing @ Library  
6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting @ 
Conference Room 
 

19 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave   
6:00 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

20 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:30 pm Advent Ser-
vice @ Nave 
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite   

21  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Longest 
Night Service @ 
Nave 

22 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

23 
 

24 Christmas Eve 

&  FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Service @ Nave 
10:30 pm Christmas Eve 
Service @ Nave 

31 New Year’s Eve 

9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave  

25 Christmas 

Day  
  

26 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Evening 
Prayer Service @ 
Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall 

27 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite   

28 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

29 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

30 
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 December Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
     

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 

Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

Thank You 
The following letter was left by a Family Promise guest. Names have been 
omitted or altered.  
 
Dear: members of this church 
  

On behalf of myself and my son, I would like to say thank you for your 
generosity, your hospitality, and mostly your grace. I may not remember 
all of your names, but thank you to the preschool teacher who asked to 
hold my son. Thank you for showing him affection when sometimes I 
wonder if I myself alone is good enough. Thanks to the lady who found 
my son a bottle when I lost 2 in the same day. I was truly scared on what 
to do that night and you came to my rescue like an angel in the night. 
Thank you to the man who was in the band who spoke with me who real-
ized the light in my eyes when we spoke of my country. Thanks for know-
ing knowledge of my people, for mentioning Tito Puente who was and is 
a legend to my people. I truly enjoyed the conversation.  

Thank you to all of you for being so warm and welcoming not only to 
me but to my son, which is truly important to me. Words could not ex-
press what I feel, how grateful I am to have been here and meet you all 
and cause of all of what you do for families like me, me and my son will 
forever remember you. Even though he won’t remember now, I will tell 
him a story of angels that are you that saved us in a time when we 
needed saving the most! 

With much love, 
A Family Promise Guest  

 
 

 

Loree Mueller                           December 5 
Ron Eckels                                  December 6 
Alvin Harrison                           December 6 
Grace Maszy                              December 7 
Russ Snyder                             December 18 
Greg Dodds                             December 21 
Alonzo Batson                        December 22 
Larry Wertz                             December 26 
Yvonne Gatz                            December 27 
Mary Swart                             December 27 
Lynette Weber                       December 30 
James Lumpkin                       December 31 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. 

The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly 
and by email (E-Roar), and The Mes-
senger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in 
print upon request). Gina Olson does 
layout and editing for both of them.  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is 
by noon on each Wednesday, and The 
Messenger deadline is the 15th day of 
each month.  

   New Address 
Pastor Trexler served St. Mark’s 

from 1979-1995. Bill and Karla have 
moved to South Carolina. Their new 
contact information is below.  

 
Bill and Karla Trexler 
1332 Penshell Place 
Mt. Pleasant, SC  29464 
 
Bill’s phone number: 757-639-7878 
Karla’s phone number: 757-469-7879 
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services: 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm  

 

Sunday Morning at 9:30 am  

Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.  

 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday  

9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

The office is closed on national holidays.  

 Ministry Staff 
Pastor Daniel Locke   Pastor    

Phone: (828) 638-3280 

Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com 

                                                               

Tony Cruz   Cantor 

Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 

Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com 

 

Congregational Officers & Council  
Tracy Williams  President  

Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 

Leader 

Jane Kilby  Secretary 

Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 

Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 

Loree Mueller Financial Secretary 

John Mumford  Invite Liaison    

Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

Ray Booth 

Jim Dennis 

John Trainer  

 
St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal  

Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

Office phone: 904-346-0404 

Email: director@stmarksark.com 

Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  

 
Facebook Page (Public): 
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax  

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join): 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/ 

 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

 


