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From the Pastor

Brothers and sisters in Christ,
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| believe that every member of our church who
needs to go into the hospital should be visited Monday
through Saturday by someone from the church. People
need to know that they’re not alone in this stressful,
sometimes frightening time. When I’ve been a full-time
pastor, this has always been something I’ve done every
day.

As a part-time pastor, | visit those in the hospital
on the days I’m in the office: Tuesdays and Thursdays.
But | need help with the hospital ministry on the days
when I’m not regularly in the office: Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday. Could you help with this? |
need at least four volunteers—individuals or couples—to
do this ministry.

You don’t need to be a trained therapist, social
worker, or medical person. You only need four things:

1. A compassionate heart. People in the hospital need to
know that their church cares—truly cares—about them.

2. Good listening skills.

3. A willingness to keep confidentiality. Never share an-
ything the person you’ve visited has said to you, or any-
thing about their medical condition, without their per-
mission.

4. An ability to pray. If you can pray spontaneously, fine.
If not, I’1l give you prayers you can use; that will work
too.

Does this describe you? Could you help with this
caring ministry, perhaps one day a week? If so, please e-
mail me or put a note in my box in the church office. |
will contact you.
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This is part of being a church—being there for each
other when we need it most. Thank you for considering
this ministry.

—Pastor Patrick Bell

From the Bishop

February 10, 2017
Dear sisters and brothers of the Florida-Bahamas Synod,

The author of Ecclesiastes writes: "For everything
there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven” (3:1).

For the past three and a half years it has been my
season to serve as bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod.
While this was never an office | sought, it has been a re-
markable honor and privilege to serve as this synod’s
chief pastor. There have been many joys and privileges
associated with serving as a bishop in this church. At the
same time, I would be less than truthful if I didn’t con-
fess that the rigors and responsibilities of this office,
both on the territory of this synod and in the wider
church, have taken a toll on me spiritually and person-
ally, not to mention the toll it has taken on my family
during my regular absences.

Following the Christmas holidays, I spent time
with Pr. Jennifer and my children reflecting on the toll
this office is taking on my spirit. | have spent time in
prayer and shared my struggles in this call with our pre-
siding bishop. | have come to the realization that this call
is not suited to my spirit. This reflection has led me to
the decision to resign as bishop of the Florida-Bahamas
Synod as of March 5. I have not come to this decision
lightly or easily, but the weight this office has put on my
soul these last years has led me to be at peace with this
decision.

It has been the greatest honor of my ministry to
serve as your bishop, and there are many, many ways
that I will miss it. I am not sure what the Lord of the
Church has in store for me next, but I will take some
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time over the next several months to listen. Please pray
for me as | will pray for you in the time ahead. In the
midst of all the changes and challenges of life, we know
that God’s love in Christ is the one anchor.

Life in the synod will go on as usual. Soon, an in-
terim bishop will be appointed who will carry on and
oversee the work of the Office of the Bishop until the
next bishop is elected. The Synod Council is meeting
this weekend and will communicate further details in the
days ahead.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever (Hebrews 13:8). Thanks be
to God!
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Yours in Christ,

The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer

: - Uheran CI
Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Cidiwork. Our biands
Synod

Messages from Council President

Council Retreat

Council held a retreat on Saturday, February 11 at
the home of Patrice Roux-Neal. We were able to spend
some time outside of the structured monthly council
meeting to discuss St. Mark’s.

We started with a SWOT analysis of St. Mark’s. This
included talking about our thoughts on the strengths (S),
weaknesses (W), opportunities (O) and threats (T) at St.
Mark’s. We also spent time discussing the history of St.
Mark’s Ark, hearing about challenges of the Ark and dis-
cussing opportunities for more partnerships between the
congregation and the Ark families.

Notes from our retreat can be found on the walls in
Hart Hall. Please take a look at all that was discussed.

stew-ard-ship noun ['stii-ard'ship]

a. stewardship is careful and responsible manage-
ment of the money, property, and resources that God has
entrusted us.

b. stewardship is providing for the ministries that
God has entrusted to our care.

The definition above about stewardship came from
the womenoftheelca.org website. After several searches
for a definition, this is the one that spoke to me the best.
We often think of stewardship and immediately move to
money, but the reality is stewardship covers a broad
spectrum of talents we each have that God created in us

to serve Him. Stewardship is a focus on how we each
identify what we have to offer to God and how we then
use our talents to support ministries of God. Ministries
within St. Mark’s focus on the actions: send, invite,
nourish, and celebrate. We live these ministries each day
by inviting visitors to come back to a service, serving
pancakes and fellowship on Shrove Tuesday, sending
hope into the community through a blood donation or
canned goods, celebrating the word of God through song
and worship, nourishing our children with Bible stories,
or maintaining our property through paint and plumbing.
Each one of us has gifts to support these ministries and it
is up to us and our church family to develop these gifts.

Wait...Did | just say it is up to us and our church
family to develop these gifts? Yes. | believe we as a con-
gregation help to develop the gifts of all who are around
us. | grew up in the church and more specifically inside
and outside the walls of St. Mark’s. If it were not for the
members around me growing up, | would not have
learned how to support the ministries of St. Mark’s. |
was recently honored by Volunteers in Medicine as one
of twelve women with heart in the community. We did a
video about volunteerism and each one of us spoke about
how we got involved in our communities. | shared how
growing up in my church I was surrounded by volunteer
opportunities. | gave a specific example of being about
11 years old and going out to work on a Habitat for Hu-
manity house with my parents and church. I saw the con-
gregation of St. Mark’s raise money for a house; then we
went together and worked on the house. I had fun work-
ing in the yard of this house. | was shocked! | hated
working in the yard in my own home, but somehow lay-
ing sod and planting flowers in a complete stranger’s
home was fun, What??!! How was that possible? Isn’t
work supposed to be hard? No. I learned at a young age
that when your “work” has a purpose and you have a
passion for the work you do, “work” will never be hard.
Instead, work becomes a part of who you are, your work
becomes a part of how you act, how you treat people,
and how you respond when challenges arise. | got to be a
part of something bigger than myself at an early age be-
cause of my church. I learned that working with a mis-
sion in mind is not work at all.

The ELCA says “[stewardship] is about how we use
all that God has entrusted to our care—our time, our tal-
ents, and our treasures— to love God and our neighbors,
both inside and outside of the church walls and our
homes.” The best part about this definition of steward-
ship is it does not have a start or end part of the defini-
tion. Stewardship does not mention any requirements for



attending a monthly meeting, writing minutes or placing
a name in an org chart. Those are important parts of or-
ganizations and businesses, but they are not the focus of
stewardship. There is no mention of money, but a focus
on how we use our own treasurers to grow our love for
others which reaches inside and outside our church. It
can be hard to know what treasurers we hold within, but
we are fortunate because church is where we can learn
about our treasurers. Church should be a safe place for
all to develop their time, talents, and treasures. It should
be a place where members and visitors, young and old
are nourished with supportive messages of stewardship
and talent development.

The mission programs we support both inside and
outside our church must be supported by our members
and they must be led by leaders of the congregation.
Who are the leaders of the congregation? Council? Pas-
tor? Executive Committee? Members? According to
stewardship, it is all of us. We each have been entrusted
by God with special gifts that allow us “to love God and
our neighbors, both inside and outside the church walls
and our homes” (ELCA). Each one of us has a gift to
give, and I hope you can develop that gift at St. Mark’s.
We have many ministries that invite, send, celebrate, and
nourish our community and church.

If these thoughts on stewardship have you thinking
about how you can help “provide for the ministries that
God has entrusted to our care” keep checking out the
weekly Roar for information about an upcoming gather-
ing to learn about stewardship opportunities. Don’t
worry, you will not be asked for money, but you will be
asked for your time and talents.

—Tracy Williams, Council President
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March Circle Meetings:

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, March 4 at 10:00 am in Hart
Hall

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, March 9 at 7:00 pm in Li-
brary

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, March 14 at 9:30 am in Hart
Hall

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings
and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904)
730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information.

Lion’s Pride meets on the second Friday of the
month. Brown bag lunch and speaker. A head count is
needed for the hostess providing dessert and beverages
and the table setup. Please contact Clara Echerer 904-
737-4480 to reserve your seat by the Monday prior to the
session. All are welcome.

Coming Up

March 10: Dena Raulerson Howard, Senior Solu-
tions of Jacksonville—Rattle your brain. Janis Lump-
kin will be the hostess.

April 14: No meeting. Good Friday service.

May 12: Recycle Band and luncheon by “chef”
Leslie Allen and crew. Fun for adults and the Ark.

—Clara Echerer

Fellowship needs your help for the many activities
we host during the year. We have a basic group of 5, but
we need many more for setting up tables, food prepara-
tion, serving, cleaning up after an event, washing dishes,
taking the trash out, and more.

We’ve had fellowship after concerts, pancake break-
fast, brunch after our annual meeting, and there are many
more events coming up, such
as our annual fish fry. If you
can help with even one event,
please call me, Leslie Allen, at
755-6013, or email Loree
Mueller
at loree1943@gmail.com and
she will make sure | receive
your information.

Daylight Savings Time

Don’t forget to set your clocks an hour ahead for
Sunday, March 12. Spring forward!




Lent & Easter Schedule

Lenten Soup & Salad Suppers & Service
Every Wednesday from March 8-April 5

SUPPER: 5:00-6:15 pm
SERVICE: 6:30 pm
Reservations Required. Nursery Available.

Cost: $5-Adult, $2-Child, Family Max-$10
Includes: soup, salad, beverage, and cookie

March 8: Italian Wedding Soup
March 15: Brunswick Stew
March 22: Vegetable Beef Soup
March 29: Loaded Potato Soup
April 5: Chili

Easter Egg Hunt
for children of the Ark and all children

All children are welcome!
Saturday, April 8 at 10:30 am

~_ Easter Service & Brunch
5~ Sunday, April 16

‘ SERVICE: 9:30-10:30
BRUNCH: Following Service
Nursery Available.

Note: Some services are not listed above. Continue to
read The Lion’s Roar and check the online calendar.

For more information about St. Mark’s Ark, visit this
website: http://stmarksark.com/

Support Family Promise

THE PLAYERS
Championship offers an
outstanding opportunity to
save big and to help non-
profits. With Chip in For
Youth, Family Promise re-
ceives $25 from every
ticket purchased. Save on Ch mY h
the ticket price and change 'p for Uut
the lives of homeless fam-
ilies. 100% of the ticket prices help local nonprofits!

This awesome deal offers Good Any One Day
Grounds Tickets at $50 each. Elsewhere, tickets are $65
and restricted to a specific day. The 2017 PLAYERS
Championship will be May 9-14.

To purchase, contact Beth Mixson at Family Prom-
ise at 537-3645 or bethmixson@familypromisejax.org,
visit the Family Promise website, or buy online at ticket-
master.com.

(Please enter FAMILYPROMISEJAX as the Offer
Code.)

Adult Class

Interested in a Sunday morn-
ing adult class after worship? |
will offer a course beginning on
March 12 through April 23 based
on Marcus Borg's book, Convic-
tions: How | Learned What Mat-
ters Most. This is his spiritual
memoir written shortly before his
death, focused on his lifelong
spiritual journey.

Borg begins by talking about “memories, conver-
sions, and convictions.” To prepare for this class, think
about your memories of what you were taught about God
and faith as a child. Then, think about what “conver-
sions" may have happened as you grew to maturity. Fi-
nally, consider your current "convictions" about your
life, your values, your purposes. This will serve as a start
to look at our own life journeys as we follow Borg's!

If you are interested, please send me an email to help
in planning: dggatz@bellsouth.net.

et o

MARCUS J. BORG

Asthar of The Toart of Chrsetianiy

—Dale Gatz



Service of Lenten Devotions

A Service of Lenten Devotions sung by the choirs of
All Saints Episcopal Church
and
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
including

The Suffering Servant
a choral work by K. Lee Scott

a man of sorrows and acquainted with gric{:
surclg he has borne ourgricmcs

]‘IC was PiCl‘CCCl {:Ol" our transgrcssions

the [ ord has laid on him the iniquity of us all
he oPcncd not his mouth
he made his soul an o)CFcring for sin

he has Pourcd out his soul to death

Sunday, March 26™ at 7:00 pm
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
All are welcome. All are invited.

Power of Prayer

Rejoice always, pray constantly and give thanks in
all circumstances. —1 Thessalonians 5:16

If I ask anything according to your will you will hear
me. —1 John 5:14

We have all seen and know the power of prayer. At
St. Mark’s, we have the prayer chain and Roar prayer re-
quests. Both require permission to have a name added ei-
ther by the person or a family member. A person may
want to be on either the Roar prayer request, prayer
chain, or both.

Gina Olson keeps the Roar requests up to date.
Names usually are listed for a month, but will remain
longer if requested. You may list the name, reason for
prayer, and how the person is connected to a church
member. Some want only their name listed.

When you call me, | send a message to Pastor, notify
Sue Ashby who contacts the email persons, and phone
those without email. I will ask questions to determine the
information to give to the prayer chain. Sue and | will
keep members updated with progress.

Yes, there is power in prayer. We want as many as
possible involved. If you wish to have your name added
to the phone or email prayer chain ministry, please call
Clara Echerer at 904-737-4480.

For prayer requests, please contact Pastor, the
church, or Clara.

—Clara Echerer

Devotionals for March

“Global Church Minutes are short, one minute or
less, prayers [for] 2017 and serve as a reminder of our
connection to our brothers and sisters around the world.”

Through 2017, I will place a month’s worth of these
ELCA devotionals in each Messenger.

—Gina Olson

MARCH 5

Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel with
us through these 40 days. As you resisted temptation for
earthly power in the wilderness, so may we seek to pro-
mote your word and proclaim your gospel. Praise to you
for the work of faithful women who show your redeem-
ing and reconciling work in the world, nurturing unity
across the nations, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



MARCH 12

Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel with
us through these 40 days. In your journey with us that re-
deems the world to you, may we be a blessing to all we
encounter. Thanks be to you for the growth of the Lu-
theran Church in Zambia and the work of missionaries
and local leaders. Bless all partnerships and relationships
that grow from the work of the church in Zambia, in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

MARCH 19

Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel with
us through these 40 days. As Jesus reached out to the Sa-
maritan woman at Jacob’s well, so may we reach out to
people outside our communities and build relationship
with them. Bless the work of Lutheran missionaries as
they build new relationships and communities gathered
around your presence with us in word and sacrament, in
the name of Jesus Christ, the Lamb who takes away the
sin of the world. Amen.

MARCH 26

Lamb of God, who blesses all life’s journeys, travel with
us through these 40 days. As Christ called his disciples
and healed throughout the countryside of Palestine, open
our eyes to see our call to witness to your presence in Is-
rael and Palestine today. Guide the work of Young
Adults in Global Mission in the Holy Land and
strengthen relationships with local Lutheran communi-
ties. May the work of all who live in the lands where Je-
sus walked promote peace and reconciliation, all for
your name’s sake. Amen.



Worship Assistant Schedule for March 2017

Date

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

Saturday, March 4

Volunteer

Volunteer

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

Sunday, March 5
First Sunday in Lent

Ron Eckels

John Trainer

Bonnye Bell & Francine Baker

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 12 Gary Pudimat Janet Gray Bonnye Bell & Francine Baker
Second Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 18 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson
Sunday, March 19 Jane Kilby Al Voss Francine Baker & Renee Roath

Third Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 26 Steve Hicks Gina Olson Mary Lou Weidenmier & Nicki Hassell

Date

Altar Flowers

Order of St. John

Additional Nursery Volunteers

Saturday, March 4

Sunday, March 5
First Sunday in Lent

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Bridget Pudimat

Sunday, March 12
Second Sunday in Lent

Becca Jorn

Francine Baker

Saturday, March 18

Sunday, March 19
Third Sunday in Lent

Grace Maszy

Arold Rambeloarisoa

Sunday, March 26
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Naomi & lan Heneghan

Bonnye Bell

Usher for March: Lee Stanford

*Dedications will appear in The Lion’s Roar.




March 2017

San Marco Room
10:45 am Confirmation
Class @ Library

5:30 pm Youth Group
Meeting @ Hart Hall

Nave

Tuesday \ Wednesday Thursday CEVTIGELY
1 2 3 4
7:00 pm Ash 10:30 am RareSong 6:00 pm Call Com- 10:00 am Rebecca
Wednesday Service | Rehearsal (PRI- mittee @ Library Circle @ Hart Hall
@ Nave VATE) 5:30 pm Casual/Con-
6:00 pm Yoga @ temporary Worship
Hart Hall Service @ Nave
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30 am Toddler and 10:00 am Ark Chapel | 5:00 pm Lenten Soup | 6:00 pm Yoga @ 12:00 pm Lion’s
Lower Elementary Sunday @ Nave & Salad Supper & Hart Hall Pride Luncheon @
School 6:00 pm Yoga @ Service @ Fellow- 7:00 pm Priscilla Cir- | Hart Hall
9:30 am Worship Service Hart Hall ship Hall, Nave cle @ Library 6:00 pm Call Com-
@ Nave 7:30 pm Community | 5:30 pm St. Mark’s mittee @ Library
10:45 a Confirmation Band @ Fellowship Ringers Rehearsal @
Class @ Library Hall Nave
12:00 pm 2017 VBS Kick- 7:30 pm Festival
off Planning Meeting Choir Rehearsal @
5:30 pm Youth Group Nave
Meeting @ Hart Hall
12 Daylight Savings 13 14 15 16 17 18
Time Begins 6:30 pm Nourish 9:30 am Deborah Deadline for 6:00 pm Yoga @ St. Patrick’s Day 5:30 pm Casual/Con-
8:30 am Toddler and Meeting @ Library Circle @ Hart Hall April Messenger Hart Hall temporary Worship
Lower Elementary Sunday 10:00 am Ark Chapel | 5:00 pm Lenten Soup Service @ Nave
School @ Nave & Salad Supper &
9:30 am Worship Service 6:00 pm Yoga @ Service @ Fellow-
@ Nave Hart Hall ship Hall, Nave
10:45 am Adult Class 7:30 pm Community 5:30 pm St. Mark’s
(Convictions: How | Band @ Fellowship Ringers Rehearsal @
Learned What Matters Hall Nave
Most by Marcus Borg) @ 7:30 pm Festival
San Marco Room Choir Rehearsal @
10:45 am Confirmation Nave
Class @ Library
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30 am Toddler and 6:30 pm Finance 10:00 am Ark Chapel | 5:00 pm Lenten Soup | 6:00 pm Yoga @ 6:00 pm Call Com-
Lower Elementary Sunday | Committee Meeting @ Nave & Salad Supper & Hart Hall mittee @ Library
School @ Library 6:00 pm Yoga @ Service @ Fellow- 7:00 pm Executive
9:30 am Worship Service Hart Hall ship Hall, Nave Committee Meeting
@ Nave 7:30 pm Community | 5:30 pm St. Mark’s @ Conference Room
10:45 am Adult Class Band @ Fellowship Ringers Rehearsal @
(Convictions: How | Hall Nave
Learned What Matters 7:30 pm Festival
Most by Marcus Borg) @ Choir Rehearsal @
San Marco Room Nave
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 am Toddler and 6:30 pm Council 10:00 am Ark Chapel | 5:00 pm Lenten Soup | 6:00 pm Yoga @ 6:00 pm Call Com-
Lower Elementary Sunday | Meeting @ Library @ Nave & Salad Supper & Hart Hall mittee @ Library
School 6:00 pm Yoga @ Service @ Fellow-
9:30 am Worship Service Hart Hall ship Hall, Nave
@ Nave 7:30 pm Community | 5:30 pm St. Mark’s
10:45 am Adult Class Band @ Fellowship Ringers Rehearsal @
(Convictions: How | Hall Nave
Learned What Matters 7:30 pm Festival
Most by Marcus Borg) @ Choir Rehearsal @




Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

@ Our Mission
o~ We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-
astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of
H life in Christ.

Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

St. Mark’s Newsletters

St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly
and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson does
layout and editing for both of them.

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and
The Messenger deadline is the 15" day of each month.

Call Committee

Alonzo Batson: Co-Chair Person
Elizabeth Jenkins: Co-Chair Person
Gina Olson

Gary Pudimat

Renée Roath

Mark Weber

March Birthdays

John Cox March 1
Adam Kilby March 7
Barbara Stevens March 10
Bonnye Bell March 11
Elizabeth Cox March 12
Barbara Morton March 15
AJ Harkrider March 16
Diana Tannous March 16
Molly Keifer March 17
Mary Cox March 18
Evan Harkrider March 18
Camelle Decker March 19
Roland McKenney March 19
Amelia Jorn March 20
Francine Baker March 21
Andy Cox March 24
Pat Winter March 26
Dale Gatz March 29

Jenny & Steve Hicks March 16

Fred & Marieanne Prokop March 19

John Schoenecker & Mark Crowston
March 28
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Worship Services Ministry Staff
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) Pastor Patrick Bell /nterim Pastor
1t and 3™ Saturdays 5:30 pm Phone: 904-249-9925

Cell phone: 904-229-7438

Sunday Morning i
unday Mornin Email: pbellg7@yahoo.com

9:30 am
Tony Cruz Cantor

A nursery is available. Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103

Office Hours Email: vespers@comcast.net

Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm Congregational Officers & Council
Closed on national holidays. Tracy Williams President

Bridget Pudimat Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth
Contact us il

L Ol :.Zr:re Iill\llz‘:t: eTCrr:;ZLrl}r/er & Stewardship Chair
3976 Hendricks Avenue y P

Jacksonville, FL 32207 s e SO
Uil ilelnize DS E-2IEt John Mumford Invite Liaison ’
Fax: 904-396-3515

Leslie Allen Fellowship Chai
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) RIS L b G

Randy Rahe
Web: www.stmarksjax.org y
. Ray Booth
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax . .
Jim Dennis

John Trainer
The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Gina Olson St. Mark’s Ark Preschool

Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404

Email: director@stmarksark.com

Web: www.stmarksark.com

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.
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