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From the Pastor 
      Let me first say, Happy 80th 
Anniversary!! On October 14th 
we celebrated our anniversary 
with worship and a pig roast. For-
mer Florida-Bahamas Synod 
bishop and St. Mark’s pastor, 
William Trexler, joined us as our 
special guest to preach. It was an 
incredible event and I am so 
thankful to not only everyone 
who volunteered their time and 

energy to make the event a great success, but to all of you 
who made the trip to be with us as well. It was joy to see old 
friends reunite, share stories and memories, and honor St. 
Mark’s history in this community. St. Mark’s has a rich history 
and we excitedly look to the future as we continue to grow, 
learn, and serve.  May we always be asking, “What is God up 
to in this place?” 

In preparation for the 80th anniversary, I reviewed 
the history of leadership at St. Mark’s. You can read a brief 
synopsis of our history on our website under the “history” 
tab. And, as I reread our history, I noticed that under the ten-
ure of each pastor we lift up not only the flourishing ministry 
and mission during their time, but also significant changes 
and additions to our physical building. From the beginning, 
during the tenure of Pastor George Hart, our history notes 
purchasing our first property as well as constructing the origi-
nal church building at our current location. During Pastor 
Nordsiek’s tenure history notes new plans for a Fellowship 
Hall and Education Building. During Pastor Biemiller’s tenure 
renovations were made to the education facility and faceted 
glass was added to the chapel.  During Pastor Trexler’s ten-
ure a new nave was built. During Pastor Scholl’s tenure, the 
church expanded to include a new fellowship hall, music 
suite, kitchen, and offices. 

This observation made me reflect on why building 
renovations are important to our history.  Why take the time 
to honor and record renovations and updates within our 
church’s history? Is it that building renovations and additions 

are the most tangible result of a pastor’s tenure?  Or, per-
haps, building growth is a parallel to membership growth and 
mission outreach. 
 Perhaps a thriving congregation necessitates updates 
and renovations and, therefore honoring those physical 
changes honors our congregation’s vitality.  After all, it is the 
continual update, improvement, and modernization that al-
lows St. Mark’s to have such an impact in the community. 
The Nordsiek building is home to 120 preschoolers and more 
than 30 staff. The music suite and nave ensure safe venue for 
not only worship, but Bach Vespers, San Marco Chamber Mu-
sic Society, Organ Concerts, guest musicians, clinicians, and 
other artists. General repairs and updates exemplify our 
commitment to being a warm and inviting, albeit temporary, 
home for Family Promise. Additions and renovations like Hart 
Hall and the Fellowship Hall allow us to host groups and part-
ners in ministry like Lutheran Social Services, yoga, commu-
nity band, chess tournaments for kids, and more. 

I am excited that 80 years later, renovations and up-
dates continue still today. Most recently the library and of-
fice (rooms used for hosting Family Promise) received a fresh 
coat of paint and new flooring.  Over the next six months the 
catalog and content of our library will be updated. As our 
new collection grows, I invite you to check out a book, offer a 
review, share with a friend, or start a book group. The library 
is an incredible resource and we are working hard to restore 
its relevance. In the weeks to come, we will be replacing our 
Nave roof, which is our oldest roof. As we look to the future, 
plans are in being put in place for the installation of a fire 
protection system and grants are being written for updates 
the St. Mark’s Ark playground and kitchen.  

I never imagined that my first year at St. Mark’s 
would involve so many conversations regarding facility 
maintenance, renovations and upgrades. I am beyond ex-
cited that they are happening because these conversations 
are a testament to the Spirit’s movement here and now at St. 
Mark’s. God is always forming and reforming us.  

It is an exciting time to be a part of this community of 
faith, and if you have ideas, interests, or a heart for handi-
work, please contact me. 

 

—Pastor Daniel Locke 
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From the Council President 
Dear Members and Friends, 
  
Your Church Council met on October 22 and the following is-
sues were discussed: 
 
 1.  The primary focus of the meeting was the proposed 
budget for 2019. Because the period for submitting pledges 
has not closed, the income estimates are not final and there-
fore, the budget cannot be finalized. We did review, in detail, 
many of the budgeted expenses for the following year, in-
cluding staff salaries and benevolences. 
2.  We reviewed the status of maintenance and improve-
ments to the property as previously approved by Council. We 
are happy with the work which has occurred in the past 
month and we anticipate the roof on the Nave being re-
placed in the next month. 
3.  Council adopted a revised policy and procedure pertaining 
to use of the facilities by members as well as non-members. 
This revision includes minimum fees for use by non-members 
and guidelines for Executive Committee in reviewing re-
quests to waive usage fees. 
4.  Council currently has 11 members, including Pastor. We 
will have five members leaving Council at the end of this 
year.  We will have one vacancy for a one year term, two va-
cancies for a two year term, and four vacancies for a three 
year term. We need to fill all of those vacancies at the Annual 
Congregation meeting in December. 

The St. Mark’s Foundation has one member whose 
term will expire at the end of the year and the St. Mark’s Ark 
Board also has a member whose term expires at year 
end. Both of those vacancies will also be filled by election at 
the Annual Congregation meeting. 

As directed by our Constitution, “If interested in be-
ing a member of council [or the Foundation or Ark Board], 
voting members of the congregation may submit a biography 
to any current member of the Congregation Council not later 
than December 1st of any given year. Biographies will be 
posted in the Narthex for congregation review and the con-
gregation member’s name will be added to the ballot for vot-
ing at the annual meeting.” 

Please carefully reflect on your ability and willingness 
to serve on Council. New members are welcome on Coun-
cil.  St. Mark’s needs you! Your perspective as a new member 
is important for us to understand and consider as we make 
decisions affecting the Congregation. 
5.  Our Annual Congregational Meeting is currently scheduled 
for Sunday, December 16 after service. 
 

Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, 
November 19 at 6:30 pm. Anyone is welcome to attend that 

meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any sub-
ject, please contact me by email at least one week in advance 
of the meeting.  In the meanwhile, if you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free to call me. Your Council is here 
to serve the church and every member is an important part 
of St. Mark's! 

—Ray Booth, Council President  
(904) 673-0048 cell phone 

RayBooth55@gmail.com 
 

Music Notes 
We Gratefully Acknowledge Memorials that 

Support the Church’s Song 
Our music ministry has received several generous fi-

nancial gifts given from dedicated memorials. Contributing to 
the worship life of St. Mark’s is a beautiful way to remember 
someone you love. 

Thank you to Becky Hutson for directing funds given 
in memory of her husband, Gene, in the amount of $500.00. 
Half of the gift goes to Bach Vespers and the other half goes 
to our organ concert fund.  

Thank you to Glennis Smith for directing $170.00, 
given in memory of her daughter Lee Ann, to the Bach Ves-
pers program. 

Thank you also to the family of Bill and Shirley  
Requet for directing funds of $1,2850.00 to our music pro-
gram. Some of this money, about $500.00, will be used to 
purchase a new anthem collection for our choir. “The Augs-
burg Chorale Book” is published by Augsburg Fortress and 
features choral settings of Lutheran hymns for use as musical 
offerings during worship services. $400.00 is dedicated for 
Bach Vespers and $200.00 goes to the Organ Concert fund. 
The remaining balance will be held in the “Music Program-
ming” account to be used for non-budgeted miscellaneous 
expenses. 

We are grateful for all these gifts. This is a fitting, lov-

ing way to support the church’s song. 

 

 

mailto:RayBooth55@gmail.com
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American Tapestry 

American Tapestry – A Veterans Day Concert 
Saturday, November 11 at 7:30 pm 

The Jacksonville Masterworks Chorale returns to St. 
Mark’s to perform a concert of Veterans Day – themed  
choral music. Currently under the direction of Ted Munn, the 
choir is in its 26th year of providing concerts in the Jackson-
ville community. 

 Admission is free, however a free-will offering will 
be taken. This is a perfect event to invite your friends and 
family to attend! 

Cello Suites  
Cello Suites of J. S. Bach to be Performed at St. Mark’s 
Sunday, November 18, at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

Bach’s Suites for Cello are among his most loved works 
for a solo instrument – a solo instrument that his masterful 
style of composition allows one player to perform in a way 
that implies three, even four, separate musical voices. 

These works will be performed at St. Mark’s over two 
concerts on Sunday evening, November 18.  Alexei  
Romanenko, Principal Cello for the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra, will perform suites 3, 5, and 4 at 2:00 pm. He will 
conclude with suites 2, 6, and 1 at 7:00 pm. 

Romanenko was born in Russia and began studying the 

cello when he was six years old. He has enjoyed an interna-

tional performing career and we are happy to welcome him 

to St. Mark’s. Learn more about this engaging artist at his  

official website www.alexeiromanenko.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Extreme Makeover: Library Edition 
St. Mark's is blessed to have a library. The library is 

an incredible resource for our community of faith, and it is a 
true witness to our commitment and desire for on-going faith 
formation and development. Over the years our library has 
become neglected, outdated, and irrelevant, which is truly 
unfortunate. I am excited that thanks to a grant from the St. 
Mark's Foundation our library has been renovated and up-
dated. I am even more excited that thanks to a bequest in 
the St. Mark's Education Fund, our library's catalog and re-
sources will soon be updated. Over the next 6 months we will 
be updating our library with new books, ranging from Biblical 
commentaries to personal devotion, from working with grief 
to theological study. As the library is brought up-to-date, I in-
vite you to stop in, take a look, check out a book (be sure to 
return it), and read. Lastly, if you have interest in assisting 
with the researching and purchasing of new books, please 
contact Pastor Daniel. 

Birthday for Christ 

     
Christmas is the time of year we join together and 

provide children under protective custody and their families 
with gifts to help make their Christmas a joyful one. Your gift 
may be the only one they receive. Can you imagine not hav-
ing a gift to open on Christmas day?  It is such a joy to be able 
to share our blessings with these children.  Imagine the smile 
on their faces when they open the gifts you gave them. 

The tree will be up in Hart Hall on Sunday, November 
25. Please take an ornament off the tree. There will be a 
notebook for you to sign opposite the name of the child.  
Please keep the ornament and attach it to your package so 
your gift goes to the right child. 

The Birthday for Christ celebration that will be held 
on Wednesday, December 12 at 6:30 pm. Come join us for a 
special program put on by Tony and the children of the 
Ark. Bring along your gift and your holiday spirit. If you have 
any questions, please reach out to Bonnye Bell.  
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Women of the ELCA 

November Circle Meetings: 
 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, November 13 
at 9:30 am in Library  
 

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, November 8 
at 7:00 pm in the Library  

St. Mark’s Supper Club 

 
Supper Club at St Mark’s is a great way to get to 

know other members of our congregation. Church members 
and any interested people visiting our church are invited to 
sign up for Supper Club. The main purpose of the club is to 
mingle socially with other church members in a relaxed  
environment in the hope of getting to know each other bet-
ter, while sharing good food. We plan to have a large gather-
ing dinner for everyone on Friday, November 9, 6:30 pm at 
St. Mark’s to kick off our new season with everyone bringing 
a dish to share.  

The people who sign up will be divided into small 
groups to meet for supper at various hosts’ homes. The num-
ber of people in the group will depend on the size the hosts 
are able to handle. The hosts will phone participants, as-
signed to their homes, to set a date and time and to ask what 
food those invited would like to bring. It will depend on the 
hosts as to what the meal will be and what is needed from 
those attending. Some meals may have a theme and need 
food or supplies to go along with that theme. Others may be 
pot-luck meals, asking that you bring either a salad, a vegeta-
ble, a dessert, drinks, appetizers, or ice, etc. In most cases 
the hosts will provide the main dish. If possible, there will be 
more than one supper to attend during a season, so that the 
participants will get to know more people. At the end of the 
season, we plan to have a final large gathering with everyone 
attending and providing contributions to that meal. 

Sign up to join the Supper Club at the posted list on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. Please include your name, 
phone number, email, and whether you would like to host a 
group in the Spring. (If you are a host, include the number of 
people you could accommodate.)  Please email Alice Trainer 
(trai2017@bellsouth.net) if you have any questions.  
*If you would like to join, but feel that you cannot be a host, 
that is perfectly fine. Both couples and singles are invited. At 
this time, small children are not included. But, if the request is 
made, some gatherings may want to consider that in the future.  

Lion’s Pride 
Please join us for the 

November Lion’s Pride 

Luncheon on Friday,  

November 9 at noon in 

Hart Hall. A presentation 

from the Salvation Army 

will discuss how they assist 

with those in our commu-

nity and extended areas.  

Learn how the Salvation 

Army provides food,  

clothing, shelter, veteran 

services, anger management, and more. Bring your 

brown bag lunch; drinks and desserts provided. Please 

RSVP to Clara Echerer at 904-737-4480.  

Keep in touch… 
There is good news from Pete Armstrong up in  

Tennessee. He has been released from the rehabilitation 
hospital and back home in his log cabin house next to his 
brother. He has recovered well and thanks everyone for their 
cards and well-wishes sent to him. Notes and cards are still 
appreciated, and always will be. His permanent home 
address is: 
Pete Armstrong 
370 Loftis Lane 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
 

 
 

 

about:blank
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for November 2018 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, November 3 Loree Mueller  Neil Daraskevich Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, November 4 
All Saints Sunday  

Eric Olson  Kathy Van Osdol Mary Lou Weidenmier &  

Susan Jackson 

Sunday, November 11 
25th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Jane Kilby Janet Linn  Mary Lou Weidenmier & Mary Cusick 

Saturday, November 17 Loree Mueller  Leslie Allen Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, November 18 
26th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Ellen Olson Karl Koepke Mary Cox & Susan Jackson  

Sunday, November 25 
Christ the King Sunday    

John Trainer  

 

Alonso Batson Susan Jackson & Nicki Hassell 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Nursery Volunteers 
Saturday, November 3     

Sunday, November 4 
All Saints Sunday  

Patricia & Darryl 

Kendrick 

Festival Stands:  

Tracy & David Williams  

Tahiana  

Rakotomandriandra  

Angie Powell & Volunteer   

Sunday, November 11 
25th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Margaret Janz      Becca Jorn 

 

Angie Powell & Volunteer   

Saturday, November 17     

Sunday, November 18 
26th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Francine & Neill Baker Miora Rambeloarisoa 

 

Angie Powell & Volunteer 

Sunday, November 25 
Christ the King Sunday    

Gwin Reiser 

Festival Stands:  

Mary Cusick 

Tahiana  

Rakotomandriandra  

Angie Powell & Volunteer  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Date Greeters 
Saturday, November 3  

Sunday, November 4 
All Saints Sunday  

Debora & Karl Koepke   

Sunday, November 11 
25th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Debora & Karl Koepke   

Saturday, November 17  

Sunday, November 18 
26th  Sunday after Pentecost    

Bill & Sue Rust 

Sunday, November 25 
Christ the King Sunday    

Debora & Karl Koepke   

November Ushers: Bob Wofford 
 
 
*If you are unable to serve at your appointed time, 
please arrange for a substitute. Thank you for your 
service to St. Mark’s!  
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November 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 
 

l  1 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

  

2 
 

3 
5:30 pm Casual/ 
Contemporary  

Worship @ Nave 

4 
All Saints Sunday 
9:30 am Worship Service 

@ Nave  
 

10:45 am Adult Sunday 
School @ San Marco 
Room 
  
5:30 pm Youth Group @ 
Jorns 

5 

 

6 
Voting Precinct 

@ Fellowship Hall 
 

10:00 am Ark Chapel @ 
Nave 
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
 

7:00 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship Hall 

7 

5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave  
 

6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

7:30 pm Festival Choir 
Rehearsal @ Nave  

8 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

7:00 pm Priscilla  
Circle @ Library 

9 

12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride @ Hart Hall  
 

 

10 

 

 

11 

25th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Family Promise 

Host Week 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

10:45 am Adult Sunday 
School @ San Marco 
Room 
 

7:30 pm American 
Tapestry Concert @ Nave 

12 
Family Promise  

 

13 
Family Promise  
 

9:30 am Deborah Circle 
@ Library 
 

10:00 am Ark Chapel @ 
Nave   
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
 

7:00 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship Hall  

14 

Family Promise  
 

12:00 pm Staff & 
Committee Reports 
Due 
 

5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave  
 

6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

7:30 pm Festival Choir 
Rehearsal @ Nave 

15 

Family Promise  
 

11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library 

16 
Family Promise  
 

Carboard City @ 
Southside United 
Methodist  

17 
Family Promise  
 

Carboard City @ 
Southside United 
Methodist 
 

10:00 Bach Vesper 
Rehearsals @ Music 
Suite 
 

5:30 pm Casual/ 
Contemporary  
Worship @ Nave 
 

18 
26th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Family Promise  

 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

2:00 pm & 7:00 pm Cello 

Suites Performance @ 
Nave  

19 
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library 

20 
10:00 am Ark Chapel @ 
Nave   
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
 

6:00 pm Finance  
Committee Meeting @ 
Conference Room  
 

7:00 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship Hall  

21 
6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

 

22 
Thanksgiving 

Day 
 
 

23 
 
 

 

24 
 

25 
Christ the King 

Sunday 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

 

26 
7:00 pm Jackson-
ville Campus Minis-
try Meeting @ Li-
brary 

 

27 
10:00 am Ark Chapel @ 
Nave   
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
 

7:00 pm Ark Board 
Meeting @ Library 
 

7:00 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship Hall 

28 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave  
 

6:40 pm Evening 

Prayer @ Nave 
 

7:30 pm Festival Choir 
Rehearsal @ Nave 

29 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

 

30  
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 November Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
   

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our 

church home to celebrate 

God’s many gifts. Nourished 

by Christ Jesus and led by the 

Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the 

hope and joy of life in Christ. 

 

Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, 
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We 
live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ 
in service to community. 

Ministry Teams and Committees 
Invite: Bonnye Bell 
Celebrate: Eric Olson   
Nourish: Bridget Pudimat  
Send: Tracy Williams 
Stewardship: Jane Kilby  
Property: Jim Dennis 
Finance: Jane Kilby 
Fellowship: Leslie Allen 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is  

distributed weekly and by email (E-Roar), and The  

Messenger is distributed monthly (primarily through email, but 

available in print upon request). The deadline for The Lion’s 

Roar is by noon on each Tuesday, and The  

Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month. If you have 

an article for either newsletter, please send it to 

stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.  
 
 

 Jordan Pudimat                                                      November 3 

Martin Beckman                                                      November 5 

Mary Jo Marjenhoff                                                November 6 

Neil Daraskevich                                                    November 12 

Randy Logan                                                          November 12 

Patricia Kendrick                                                   November 14 

Brian Mitchell                                                        November 15 

Karen Kemp                                                            November 17 

Ellen Oslon                                                             November 19 

Barbara McKenney                                               November 20 

Ruth Holgate                                                          November 27 

Freda Conrad                                                         November 29 

Aaron Brown                                                          November 30 

November Anniversaries 
Susan & Eddie Jackson                                           November 4 

Lynn & Brian Mitchell                                             November 4 

Judy & Bill Ahrens                                                   November 7                   
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services: 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm  

 

Sunday Morning at 9:30 am  

Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.  

 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday  

9:00 am - 12:00 pm  

The office is closed on national holidays.  

 Ministry Staff 
Pastor Daniel Locke      Pastor     

Phone: (828) 638-3280 

Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com 

                                                               

Tony Cruz      Cantor 

Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 

Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com 

 

Congregational Council  
Ray Booth      President (2019) 
Phone: (904) 673-0048   
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com 

 

John Trainer   Vice-President (2019) 

Jim Dennis   Secretary (2019) 

Jane Kilby   Treasurer (2018) 

Tracy Williams (2018) 

Bridget Pudimat (2018) 

Leslie Allen (2018) 

Debora Koepke (2018) 

Alonzo Batson (2020) 

Bonnye Bell (2020) 

 
St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal  

Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

Office phone: 904-346-0404 

Email: director@stmarksark.com 

Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  

 
Facebook Page (Public): 
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax  

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join): 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/ 

 

Instagram Page (Public): 
www.instagram.com/stmarksjaxelca  

Follow: @stmarksjaxelca  

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Ashlyn Kendrick  
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com 

 

 

 


