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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a 
long-time member. Please sign the “Welcome to Worship” notebook so that we may have 
a record of your visit.  Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the 
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also 
have bulletins (pre-reader and reader) made especially for children. For those who prefer 
it, we have a nursery. Please see an usher for assistance. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Life and death stand side by side as we 
enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion 
account, Jesus reveals the power and glory 
of God, even as he is put on trial and 
sentenced to death. Standing with the 
disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for 
the whole world in the ancient bidding 
prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. 
We gather in solemn devotion, but always 
with the promise that the tree around 
which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. 
We depart silently, and we anticipate the 
culmination of the Three Days in the Easter 
Vigil. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of 

God. 

 
 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever. 

a Amen. 
 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 
 

A MEDITATION ON THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST                                                                                                    
         Pastor Daniel Locke 
Each saying of Jesus is followed by a brief meditation and a musical offering. 
 
1. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
MATTHEW 27:46 
 
2. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  
LUKE 23:34 
 
3. “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
LUKE 23:43 
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4. “Woman, here is your son.” “Here is your mother.” 
JOHN 19:26-27 
 
5. “I am thirsty.” 
JOHN 19:28 
 
6. It is finished. 
JOHN 19:30 
 
7. “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
LUKE 23:46 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 



5 
 

 

THE SOLEMN REPROACHES 
 
After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues. 

P We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

a By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
The assembly stands to sing. 
ASSEMBLY HYMN In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 803) 
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The service is concluded. 
 
If we were gathered in the nave, we would depart in silence. You would be invited to 
reverence the cross by standing before it, bowing, or even kneeling in prayer. You are 
invited to perform a similar act in your home.   
 
GOING DEEPER 
This service does not utilize the readings for the day assigned by the lectionary. The 
gospel reading is unique for Good Friday: John 18:1-19:42. Its narrative brings to mind 
the triumph of the cross, reminding us that our life comes from Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 
Take the time to read it, either by yourself or as a family.  
 
Other readings for the day include: Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Hebrews 10:16-25, and Psalm 22. 
 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
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