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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a 
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the 
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also 
have bulletins made especially for children.  
 
Holy Communion 
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in 
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has 
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in 
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through 
the drive-up option. 
 
Worship 
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks.  The 
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. 

Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All,  
 
Singing and speaking 
Sotto voce is a musical term that literally translates as “under the voice.” Choral directors 
use this term when we don’t want our choirs to “over-sing” – often because a rehearsal is 
going to be very long, or we want them to conserve energy for more vocally demanding 
music to be sung later in the rehearsal. 
 
During this time of pandemic, worshipers are requested to sing and speak sotto voce, 
and to wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose.  
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 
Our Facility 
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for 
assistance. 
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The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 
elements of our Sunday worship. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Prelude and Chorale on Christ lag in Todesbanden 
                                                                                                               Frederick Frahm / J. Walter 
Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offences given; / but now at God’s right hand he stands 
and brings us life from heaven. / Therefore let us joyful be and sing to God right thankfully / loud songs of 
hallelujah! Hallelujah!                                                                                                                                   Martin Luther 

 
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

a Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

P We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.                                                              (continued) 
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Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts.  
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
The assembly is seated to sing the hymn. 
GATHERING HYMN This Joyful Eastertide (ELW 391) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

a Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s 
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s 
death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ 
name. 
 

L A reading from Acts. 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though 
he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked 
to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In 
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 4 
The assembly sings the refrain. A cantor sings the stanzas. 
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1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. R 
 
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
  and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure. R 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the 

full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed 

Jesus to take away our sins. 

L A reading from First John. 

 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that 
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him 
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly remains seated to sing the gospel acclamation.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
a  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly stands for the reading. 
GOSPEL:  Luke 24:36b-48 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the 
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised 
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

 
P The holy gospel according to Luke.  

a Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

P 36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to 
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my 
hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and 
he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 



11 
 

 

After the reading: 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a Praise to you, O Christ! 
The assembly is seated.  
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
The assembly remains seated, singing sotto voce. 
HYMN OF THE DAY The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done (ELW 366) 
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CREED 

A Together with the whole church, let us proclaim what we believe: 
 

a We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated.  A brief silence is kept. 

A Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. 
Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies 
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love 
and delight. Restore your creation where human activity and natural disasters have 
harmed it. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, 
O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for 
guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your 
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. 
Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to 
health and wholeness, especially. . .  and those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
<<pause>> Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of 
God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and 
more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A Nourishing God, you have called St. Mark’s to provide a safe, Christian-based 
education to children in our community. Bless the students and staff of St. Mark’s Ark so 
that the children entrusted to our care may grow in wisdom and strength to follow the 
example of Jesus. Hear us, O God.  
a Your mercy is great. 
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P God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We 
thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we 
may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
 
The assembly may stand. 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ.  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. Please refrain from shaking hands and hugging. 

The assembly is seated.  

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING An offering plate is located at the baptismal font. Tithes and offerings 
may be placed there before and after the service. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING Love Divine, All Loves Excelling          arr. Alfred V. Fedak 
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, Fix in us thy humble dwelling, All thy 
faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love thou art; Visit us with thy 
salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver, Let us all thy life receive; Suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples 
leave. Thee we would be always blessing, Serve thee as thy hosts above. Pray and praise thee without 
ceasing, Glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish, then, thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be. Let us see thy great salvation Perfectly restored 
in thee: Changed from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before 
thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise.                                                                                                    Charles Wesley  
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OFFERING HYMN 
 

a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister. 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

a Amen.  
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DIALOGUE  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
a 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
 
When the earth was a formless void, 
you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

P Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. a Amen. 

P Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. a Amen. 

P Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. a Amen. 
 

P O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
 
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.                                                                              

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those 
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the 
presiding minister. Take a package of bread (do not open it until you are seated) and 
return to your seat by the outside aisle. We will consume the elements together. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
      Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Hymn au Saint-Sacrament                  Fred Bock 
 
 

When all are seated 

P The body of Christ, given for you. a Amen. 

A The blood of Christ, shed for you. a Amen. 
 
All consume the communion elements at the same time. 
The assembly sings as the table is cleared. 
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CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 
The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

a Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

 a Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated for the sending hymn. After the final stanza has been sung, the 
assembly stands for the procession and dismissal. 
SENDING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) See page 24. 
 
DISMISSAL  

A Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

a Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

a Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Tune on Hyfrydol                      Michael Helman 
 
 
As you depart, please be mindful of social distancing. Greet each other with waves and 
gently spoken words. Take your bulletin and bread wrapper with you and dispose of 
them at home. (Recycling your bulletin is encouraged!) Social conversation may take 
place on the church’s front lawn or in the courtyard, but please don’t block the 
entrances! 
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Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

VOLUNTARIES 

Chorale Prelude on Christ lag in Todesbanden © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 

Hymn au Saint-Sacrament © 1985 Fred Bock Music Company. 

Trumpet Tune on Hyfrydol © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 

The above all podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

HYMNS 

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen text © 1995, Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1968 Contemporary Worship 1, admin 

Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
April 18, 2021 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
We Are Fed 
 
It appears the gospel writers knew that people would question whether Jesus was indeed 
fully human. Details such as how he wept at the death of his dear friend Lazarus, lost 
patience with those who had turned the temple into a marketplace, and was a bit 
annoyed with his mother when she asked him to help out at the wedding in Cana remind 
us that Jesus felt many of the things we feel ourselves. 
 
Similarly, in case anyone wondered if Jesus had really risen from the dead, Luke tells us 
how, after Jesus appeared to his disciples, he asked for something to eat. This may seem 
like a small detail, but there’s no doubt it is an important one. After all, only people who 
are living and breathing must eat; there is no getting around that physical need. 
However, this detail does not remind us only that Jesus really was raised from the dead. 
It also brings to mind the many times Jesus gathered around a table with a great variety 
of people, feeding them in both body and soul. As we remember each of these 
interactions, we are reminded that even though we do not dine with Jesus in the flesh, 
today he is still at work to nurture us. 
 
Jesus feeds us through his words of forgiveness, through the love of our family and 
friends, and through the blessing of community. Most notably, Jesus feeds us at the 
Lord’s supper, where he invites all to taste and see God’s goodness and grace. Through 
bread and wine we are fortified with Christ’s body and blood to be witnesses to God’s 
love out in the world as we go about our daily work, bless one another with our time and 
gifts, and serve our neighbors in need. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 

Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark 
 

(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
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Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
Stanzas 1, 2, 5 


