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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us live today, or for watching this service on our YouTube channel 
-  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup 
of coffee or other beverage. To sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. 
We invite your full participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold 
font in this bulletin and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
 

 
 
 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, 
today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes 
to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s 
house. Our baptism commissions us to share 
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, 
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one 
who called us out of darkness into light. In words 
and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our 
way, our truth, our life. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of 

God. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
VOLUNTARY Auf, auf, mein Herz                                                             
1. Chorale setting, music by Johann Crüger; 2. Sung hymn stanza; 3. organ setting, 
Wilbur Held; 4. Sung hymn stanza; 5. organ setting, John Eggert 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

a Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

a In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
 

P When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

a At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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P We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

a Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 
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GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace 
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

a Amen. 
 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 
apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute 
food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the 
faith. 

 
L A reading from Acts. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

a Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
The assembly sings the refrain and the stanzas in bold font. 
 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
Tone 
 
 
 
1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 
 
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute 
me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 
God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we 
experience through Jesus Christ. 

 
L A reading from First Peter. 
 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 
it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a 
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GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with 
his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to 
go before them and act on their behalf. 
 

 
P The holy gospel according to John. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

P [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 
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believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY Sing with All the Saints in Glory (ELW 426) 
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P With the saints in glory and the whole church, let us proclaim what we believe: 
  

a We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God 
in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 
 

A Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. 
Continually strengthen your church and send us forth to proclaim your love. We pray 
especially for new congregations and those in redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy, 
a hear our prayer. 
 

A Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the 
world you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, hurricanes, glaciers, and 
other forces that both destroy and create. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other 
organizations as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by 
many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens, 
especially. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe 
pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and 
miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember 
all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take 
hold of the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

a Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
 
BLESSING 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

 a Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Evening and Morning (ELW 761) 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say setting, Jerry van der Pol  
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

 
Matthias, Apostle 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement 
for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the 
Lord's ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is 
moved to May 14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 

 
 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 

Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of 
St. Mark’s Ark 

Hannah Bardin,  
Administrative Assistant 

(904)396-9608 
www.stmarksjax.org 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
May 10, 2020 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
Along the Way 
The underground railroad that saved the lives of countless enslaved husbands and 
mothers and babies tortured by America’s original sin of slavery depended upon safe 
refuge along the journey to freedom—a place prepared. 
Through desert dangers where thieves waited and beasts preyed in the night, weary 
travelers along the Silk Road took restful shelter in inns along their way—a place 
prepared. 
From the dense streets of Kolkata, India, where poverty’s scourges lie thick over crowds 
of people, and disease lingers in the sluggish air, humble compassion clad in white and 
blue saris gathers the wretched into a home for the destitute and dying—a place 
prepared. 
Around the globe, in the midst of despair, people fleeing from war die in the sea, are lost 
in the desert, swarm at borders, scale walls, weep at fences, hang on trains, trudge every 
landscape imaginable hoping for a home at the end of a trail—a place prepared. 
Jesus promised the most remarkable 
thing to his disciples: “I go to prepare 
a place for you” (John 14:2). And they 
asked, “Where? We don’t understand! 
Show us!” Jesus’ answer to his 
disciples does not offer a spiritualized 
road to heaven or a settled spot in 
Galilee, but it does offer all that 
matters: “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life” (John 14:6). Jesus is the 
destination and the path. There is a 
refuge—a place prepared—in his love. 
The home of peace and safety that we 
all long for is found in Jesus. Jesus is 
with us all along the roads, streets, and 
alleyways, in places unseen and 
unknown. Jesus is with us, goes before 
us to prepare the place, and shows us 
the way.  
 


