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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us live today, or for watching this service on our YouTube channel 
-  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup 
of coffee or other beverage. To sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. 
We invite your full participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold 
font in this bulletin and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
God delivers good news to Abraham and Sarah – they will 
have a son! Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the 
harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing 
God’s compassion with our needy world. Nourished by God’s 
word we also go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the 
sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of 

God. 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Allein zu dir, Herr Jesus Christ 
1. Chorale (Wittenberg, ca. 1541)  2. Sung Chorale  3. Chorale prelude setting by Johann 
Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
I trust, O Christ, in you alone; / No earthly hope avails me. / You will not see me 
overthrown / When Satan’s host assails me. / No human strength, no earthly power / 
Can see me through the evil hour, / For you alone my strength renew. / I cry to you! / I 
trust, O Lord, your promise true. 
                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour 
your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of 
your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

a Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-15 [21:1-7] 
God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will 
have a child. Sarah, because of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. 
But nothing is impossible for God, and in due course Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, 
Sarah confesses, everyone will share in her joyous laughter. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When 
he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me 
bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—
since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham 
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. 
  9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have 
a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of 
women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband 
is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and 
say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too wonderful for the 
LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
15But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did 
laugh.” [1The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had 
promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which 
God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 
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4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had 
commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to 
him. 6Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh 
with me.” 7And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”]  
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1O   

 
 
 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 12How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD. R 
 
 
 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 
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 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD. R 
 
 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of the LORD‘s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into 
a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  

 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] 
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of 
Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples as to how 
they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 
36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the 
Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without payment; give without payment. [9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your 
belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve 
their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay 
there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will 
not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave 
that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
  16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog 
you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of 
me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not worry 
about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to 
you at that time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 21Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by all 
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]  
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON                                                                                              Pastor Daniel Locke 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ Called to Baptize (ELW 575) 
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P United and anointed by the Spirit, let us proclaim with the whole church what we 
believe: 
  

a I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless theologians, teachers, and 
preachers who help us grow in faith following the examples of Basil the Great, Gregory of 
Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and the teacher Macrina, whom we commemorate today. 
Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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A Holy One, the whole earth is yours. Where there is fire, bring cool air and new growth. 
Where there is flooding, bring abatement. Where there is drought, bring rain. Inspire us 
to care for what you have provided. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Holy One, we have created divisions you will not own. In places of conflict, raise up 
leaders who work to develop lasting peace and reconciliation. Encourage organizations 
and individuals who care for all forced to leave their homes. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless. Protect and defend those 
who are abused. Heal those who are sick. Feed all who hunger. Empower all whose 
voices go unheard, and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors. Espcially 
we pray for. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Holy One, you provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources. Prepare us to labor 
and gather the fruits of this congregation, that we might discover new ways of living. 
Minister to us in our work, that we do not lose heart. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around the coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially 
all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health 
care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us 
as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, 
workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with 
compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Hear us, 
O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 

 
A Holy One, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people who 
have gone before us. Sustain us in your mission until the day you bear us up to join the 
saints in light. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN God Is Love: Adored by Heaven 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY Fanfare and Trumpet Voluntary                                      David Lasky  
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

We All Are One in Mission 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1963 © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600.All rights reserved. 

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune 

 

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

I Will Call (Psalm refrain) 

Music: THANK YOU, LORD, traditional. Source: This Far by Faith: An African-American Resource for 

Worship (Augsburg Fortress) 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music by Handt Hanson, b. 1950. Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing 

Church, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All right reserved. 

 

In Christ Called to Baptize 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 © 1995 Pilgrim Press. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights 

reserved. 

Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional 

 

God Is Love, Adored by Heaven 

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt. 

Music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, 
died around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died 
around 389; Macrina, theologian, died around 379 
Sunday, June 14, 2020 
The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity. Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic 
life. Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of 
Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil 
and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism, 
meditation, and prayer. 
 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, 
Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, 
Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered by a self-professed 
white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as Mother Emanuel) in 
Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney 
and Simmons were both graduates of the 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A 
resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day 
of repentance for the martyrdom of the 
Emanuel Nine was adopted by the 
Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 
2019. Congregations of the ELCA are 
encouraged reaffirm their commitment to 
repenting of the sins of racism and white 
supremacy which continue to plague this 
church, to venerate the martyrdom of the 
Emanuel Nine, and to mark this day of 
penitence with study and prayer. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
June 14, 2020 
LECTIONARY 11 
Harvest of Compassion 
 
Jesus sends out his disciples to labor for the kingdom. He uses the metaphor of a harvest 
and says there is plenty to harvest but that there are not enough workers. The church has 
seen itself throughout the centuries as being sent to labor for the harvest. Most often, the 
assumption has been that the harvest is people, and the goal is making them members of 
the church. Much of the missionary impulse and institutional focus of the church have 
been about increasing numbers and making more members. 
 
But notice how Jesus describes the labor of the harvest: proclaim, cure, cleanse, raise, 
cast out. The focus is not on making people a part of the church (although welcoming 
others is certainly part of the good news). The goal of the labor—the harvest—is healing, 
helping, liberating, renewing. The world is full of great unmet needs, and many people 
are suffering; hopelessness and despair abound. The harvest of the kingdom is a harvest 
of compassionate deeds. 
 
What happens when no one is available to harvest the crops? They sit in the field and 
eventually go bad. What happens to people when no one joins in the harvest of 
compassion? People continue to suffer, lives are diminished, and God’s intentions of 
abundant life for all are left to rot. Jesus is inviting all who are willing to join in the 
harvest of compassion, and the time is now. 
 

What happens when the church shifts its mission 
from harvesting people to harvesting acts of 
compassion? The witness of the church becomes 
rooted in concrete acts of care for others, and 
suffering is alleviated. The good news of Jesus is 
known in the great ingathering of compassion and 
justice done in Jesus’ name. It begins at the table 
every Sunday, when we celebrate the feast of the 
kingdom that Jesus himself brought to fruition 
through his own life, death, and resurrection. May 
that gift now bear fruit in our lives by his grace. 
 


