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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us live today, or for watching this service on our YouTube channel 
-  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup 
of coffee or other beverage. To sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. 
We invite your full participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold 
font in this bulletin and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
God does not promise that the path of 
the disciple will be easy. Jesus declares 
that his words may bring stark division. 
Even so, we need not be afraid for God 
accounts for each hair on our heads. 
Though we may experience rejection, 
frustration, division, and death, God’s 
grace and love make us a new creation 
each day. Marked with the cross and 
filled with holy food, we are sent from 
worship to witness to Christ in the 
world. 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of 

God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY The Summons – Will You Come and Follow Me 
                                                                                                                setting, Anne Krentz Organ  
                                                                                                               
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
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P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (ELW 848) 

 
GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 



5 
 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to 
ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 21:8-21 
Sarah demands that Abraham send Hagar and her son, Ishmael, away. Abraham is 
distressed because he is Ishmael’s father. Sarah wants to ensure that her son, Isaac, 
will be the one to inherit God’s blessing. God, however, hears Hagar’s cry and promises 
to also make of Ishmael a great nation. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
8The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day 
that Isaac was weaned. 9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this 
slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with 
my son Isaac.” 11The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12But 
God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave 
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that 
offspring shall be named for you. 13As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a 
nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered 
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
  15When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy; and 
the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift 
up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 
19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin 
with water, and gave the boy a drink. 
  20God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an 
expert with the bow. 21He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for 
him from the land of Egypt. 
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Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 
 

 
1Bow down your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 
  for I am poor and in misery. 
 2Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; 
  save your servant who trusts in you. 
 3Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; 
  I call upon you all the day long. 
 4Gladden the soul of your servant, 
  for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. R 
 
 5For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
  and abundant in mercy toward all who call upon you. 
 6Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer, 
  and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
 7In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, 
  for you will answer me. 
 8Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, 
  nor anything | like your works. R 
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 9All the nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, 
  and glorify your name. 
 10For you are great; you do wondrous things; 
  and you alone are God. 
 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 
shame; 
  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. R 
(reprinted) 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We 
have been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him 
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
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again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 10:24-39 
 Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will 
meet with opposition. However, he assures them that they need 
not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ. 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. 
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
those of his household! 
  26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do 
not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
  32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven. 
  34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 
 35For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON                                                                                              Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
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P Heeding our Lord’s call, let us proclaim with the whole church what we believe: 
  

a I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our 
hearts and unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not 
overshadow our baptismal unity. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places 
where our land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long. Direct the work of BEAKS, 
Bird Emergency Aid and Kare Sanctuary, and all who care for birds and their habitats. 
Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world. 
Revive and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants while 
their homelands struggle for peace. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all 
who speak your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being 
who they are. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Caring God, hear the cries of all your children who look for healing, comfort, and help 
of any kind. We especially pray for. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
<<pause>> Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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A Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and 
father figures who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be 
fathers and all for whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around the coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially 
all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health 
care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us 
as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, 
workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with 
compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Hear us, 
O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 

 
A Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks 
for those who have died especially Onesimos Nesib, translator and evangelist, increase 
our care for one another until we walk with them in newness of life. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
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A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796) 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude and Chorale on Es ist das Heil 
(All Who Believe and Are Baptized)  
                              Gerhard Krapf (1924-2008) / Etlich christlich Lieder, Wittenberg, 1524 
 
 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Give to Our God Immortal Praise! 

Text: Issac Watts, 1674-1748 

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 

 

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

Let Us Break Bread Together (Psalm refrain) 

Text and music: African-American spiritual 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 
Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 © 1982 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved. 

Music: WELTZIN, Tony Cruz © 2018 Tony Cruz 

 

How Firm a Foundation 

Text: J. Rippon 

Music: FOUNDATION, early American tune 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931 
Sunday, June 21, 2020 
Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured and taken as a slave to Eritrea, he was there 
freed by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo and 
returned to preach there. 
 
John the Baptist 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease." And so his birth is celebrated 
half a year before Jesus', just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. 
Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet. 
 
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530 
Thursday, June 25, 2020 
On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were 
presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession 
was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a 
brief summary of points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing 
with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time. 
 
Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560 
Thursday, June 25, 2020 
Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his 
connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin 
Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany." 
 
Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444 
Saturday, June 27, 2020 
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of 
Christ. After a conflict involving all of the major Christian 
leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's interpretation, 
that Christ's person included both divine and human natures, 
was correct. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
June 21, 2020 
LECTIONARY 12 
Good News for Cowards 
 
Jesus is more straightforward in today’s gospel than we might want to hear. He makes it 
strikingly clear that there is danger in this life, especially in following Jesus in his way of 
love, mercy, justice, and compassion. There is danger because many forces oppose God’s 
way because of fear, greed, and selfishness. 
 
Just by saying these things, Jesus raises our anxiety and provokes our own worry. But he 
doesn’t leave us there. In fact, he says outright, “Do not fear” (Matt. 10:28). And beyond 
that, he tells us why we do not need to be afraid: “You are valuable to God.” 
We might feel like cowards at times. Fear grips us. We find it difficult to act for the sake 
of the gospel when there is risk, be it physical, social, or financial. The word coward 
comes from the word for “tail,” like an animal putting its tail between its legs. We want to 
put our tail between our legs and hide. 
 
Jesus summons us to something else: courage. The word courage comes from the word 
for “heart.” Sometimes we say to someone facing a difficult time, “Take heart!” Courage 
enables a person to act even though they are afraid. They act from their heart, their sense 
of who they really are. Jesus tells us who we really are: we are valuable to God, so our 
lives matter. We will not be forgotten or abandoned, especially when we face troubles. 
This is our heart, our courage. 
 
Jesus also says, “It is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher” (Matt. 10:25). Jesus 
faced ridicule, rejection, suffering, and death for his commitment to God’s kingdom of 
love. We are not alone in our attempts to walk the way of love, mercy, justice, and 
compassion. Jesus, our teacher, walks this way with us. Take heart! 
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