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We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This
is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the
life God has given us. This is the path of life.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Gott sei gelobet und gebenediet (Praise to God Be
Praised and Blessed)
Heinrich Scheidemann
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
a Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Merciful God,
a we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
P Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
a Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
Making Their Way

ACS 979
KOMT NU MET ZANG
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders
us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
L A reading from Second Kings.
1Now

when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to
Elijah’s ministry is
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
finished as he is taken up
way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the
into heaven, and a new
LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As
chapter begins as Elisha
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
inherits the mantle and
you.” So they went down to Bethel.
the spirit of his teacher.
6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has
Like the great prophet
sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives,
Moses before them, both
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two
Elijah and Elisha part a
of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets
body of water through
also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they
the power of God.
both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two
of them crossed on dry ground.
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
(continued)
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13He

picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. 14He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and
struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the
water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
Word of God, word of life.
a Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
L A reading from Galatians.
1For

freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
13For

you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another,
take care that you are not consumed by one another.
16Live

For Paul, the freedom
Christ gives is not
permission to do
whatever we want. It is
the invitation to be what
we could not be
otherwise. The power and
guidance of Christ’s Holy
Spirit produce a different
kind of life, one marked
by the fruit of this Holy
Spirit.

by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires
of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh;
for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.
19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before:
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
(continued)
22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
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Word of God, word of life.
a Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62
P The holy gospel according to Luke.
a Glory to you, O Lord!
51When

the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he
Jesus is unwavering in
set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers
his commitment to his
ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
mission in Jerusalem and
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not
will not be swayed by
receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.
pettiness. In a series of
54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
striking cases in point, he
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down
calls his disciples to a
from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and
similar singlerebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village.
mindedness.
57As they were going along the road, someone said to
him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow
me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.”
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.”
After the reading:
P The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON
Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
HYMN OF THE DAY (See next page.)
O Jesus, I Have Promised

ELW 810
MUNICH
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CREED
A Together, with the church in all times and places,
let us confess our faith:
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed dates
from about the fifth
century. It is ecumenical
in the sense that it is
accepted by a majority of
Christians around the
world.
Lutherans use this creed
during the sacrament of
baptism and on Sundays
in ordinary time (also
called “green Sundays”).
It is also an important
tool for religious
instruction – as in Martin
Luther’s small catechism.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all
in need.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your selfgiving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
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A God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous
storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes,
habitats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above
self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect
refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying. Uphold
those who grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have
nowhere to lay their heads. Hear our prayers for. . . and those we name aloud or in our
hearts. <<pause>> God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled
anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that
they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of
life in you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your
promises in life and in death. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
P God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
a Amen.
The assembly may stand.
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PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social
distancing.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING Be Thou My Vision
setting, Richard Shephard
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best though by day or by night, waking or sleeping, they presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High king of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heav’ns joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Eleanor H. Hull
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The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
A God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
a Amen.
DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you.
a And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
a We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
a It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)
a (Sung in English.)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P O God triune, how majestic
is your name in all the earth.
Over the eons your merciful might
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life.
Here by your wisdom
are both life and death,
growth and decay,
the nest and the hunt,
sunshine and storm,
darkness and light.
Sustained by these wonders,
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
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P O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer.
In Christ you bring life from death;
we remember his cross,
we laud his resurrection.
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body.
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness.
Receiving this mystery,
we mortals sing our song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P We praise you for the heart of Jesus,
so filled with your love for this earth.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered around this table,
we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P O God triune, you create the worlds,
you uphold the living,
you embrace the dead.
Send forth your Spirit
and renew the face of the earth.
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal,
the body and blood of Christ.
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Give us a future that trusts in you
and cares for your earth.
Empowered by your promises,
we rise from our deaths
to praise you again:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P Amen, and amen.
a Amen, and amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
The assembly is seated.
An usher will direct your pew to approach the altar. Communion is served in two ways
and participants are welcome to choose which method they prefer. As you approach
the altar, you may receive bread and a cup in a processional line, or you may approach
the altar and stand or kneel around the altar rail. Please observe proper social
distancing as you approach the altar. One person per cushion is appropriate. Receive
the bread, then take a cup from the tray. After communing, all may place your used
cups in the receptacle provided.
COMMUNION HYMN
Give Me Jesus

ELW 770
GIVE ME JESUS
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The assembly stands at the direction of the presiding minister.
PRAYER
A Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
a Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
a Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Lead On, O King Eternal!

ELW 805
LANCASHIRE
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Lobe den Herren (Praise to the Lord) Johann Walther

As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing.
Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Door graphic on welcome page by Rachel Mumford, member of St. Mark’s

Making Their Way text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Arrangement © 1967 Gooi en Sticht BV, Baarns,
The Netherlands, admin. OCP Publications
Recall the Wondrous Works of God (psalm) text © Fred Anderson
Give Me Jesus arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
The above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
Be Thou My Vision arr. pub. St. James Music Press. Used with permission.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444
Monday, June 27, 2022
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict
involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's
interpretation, that Christ's person included both divine and human natures, was
correct.
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202
Tuesday, June 28, 2022
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by
the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of
the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together.
Peter and Paul, Apostles
Wednesday, June 29, 2022
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after
Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith
and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was
converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.
Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn
translators
Friday, July 1, 2022
Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns
into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to
translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their
translations.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
June 26, 2022
LECTIONARY 13
A Grave Misunderstanding
When was the last time you were misunderstood? Was it a social media post taken in a
way you didn’t intend? A conversation with a relative that turned unintentionally tense?
Maybe it was when you were giving directions to your children and they ended up lost or
doing the wrong thing.
It’s frustrating to be misunderstood, especially by those you love. In today’s gospel
reading Jesus is misunderstood by just about everyone. We find him today setting his
“face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), an ominous phrase intended to give the hearers of
this text a sense of the foreboding future: confrontation, crucifixion, and the grave.
The Samaritans (outcasts in the eyes of the Judeans) didn’t understand his singular
mindset. Neither do the disciples, who think he may want vengeance when truly he is
seeking purposeful peace. His followers want to clear up tasks and other duties before
walking the road he is walking. What none of them understand is that where Jesus is
going and what he is about to do will require his full attention, his full body, his full
heart. He cannot be stopped, he has no heart for retribution, and he has no time for
other tasks; salvation is at hand.
It’s a grave misunderstanding.
On this final Sunday in June we find Jesus making clear that God’s gracious work will
take undivided attention and deserves ours, because the love of God seen through Christ
will redeem our whole selves: the parts of our being that feel like outcasts, the parts of
our hearts that desire vengeance over forgiveness, and the distracted parts of our heads
that just don’t seem to understand God’s mission.
God’s work in Jesus is comprehensive. We often have a hard time understanding this
because our world is fragmented, distracted, and distracting in so many ways. But if
there’s any misunderstanding today, the singular focus of Jesus provides clarity.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as
our guest or as a long-time member. Children are welcome in worship!
You are welcome to sit near the front where your children can see all of
the activity and more fully participate. We also have bulletins made
especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in
both kinds today. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in this
bulletin.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or
expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for
assistance.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Kathy VanOsdol, Vicar
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Sarah Martin, Office Administrator
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
(904)396-9608
www.stmarksjax.org

