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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a 
long-time member. Please sign the “Welcome to Worship” notebook so that we may have 
a record of your visit.  Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the 
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also 
have bulletins (pre-reader and reader) made especially for children. For those who prefer 
it, we have a nursery. Please see an usher for assistance. 
 
Holy Communion 
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in 
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has 
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in 
this bulletin. 
 
Worship 
The bulletin includes all music needed for the service including liturgy and hymns.  The 
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. 

Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All,  
 
Singing and speaking 
Sotto voce is a musical term that literally translates as “under the voice.” Choral directors 
use this term when we don’t want our choirs to “over-sing” – often because a rehearsal is 
going to be very long, or we want them to conserve energy for more vocally demanding 
music to be sung later in the rehearsal. 
 
During this time of pandemic, worshipers are requested to sing and speak sotto voce, 
and to wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose.  
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 
Our Facility 
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for 
assistance. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden 
from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with 
those often excluded from the religious community. 
Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires 
and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to 
be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all 
you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, 
and meal, we find rest for our souls. 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Festive Processional “Entrata Festiva”    David Lasky 
 
At the sound of the courtyard bell, the assembly stands and faces the presiding 
minister.                                                                                                                   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
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P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 
P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
The assembly turns to face the font and follows the cross as it comes into the nave. The 
assembly is seated when the ministers sit.  
 
The assembly remains seated to sing the hymn. 
GATHERING HYMN Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty (ELW 777) 
Stanzas 1, 3, 6, sung sotto voce. 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God’s promise that Abraham and 
Sarah would become the ancestors of many nations. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
[Laban, Rebekah’s brother, received a visitor who said,] 34“I am Abraham’s servant. 
35The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him 
flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36And 
Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him 
all that he has. 37My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38but you shall go to my 
father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 
  42“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if 
now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43I am standing here by the spring 
of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give 
me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw 
for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my 
master’s son.’ 
  45“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her 
water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, 
‘Please let me drink.’ 46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, 
and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47Then I 
asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, 
whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 
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48Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my 
master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s 
kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell 
me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 
  58And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I 
will.” 59So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s 
servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,  
 “May you, our sister, become 
  thousands of myriads; 
 may your offspring gain possession 
  of the gates of their foes.” 
61Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus 
the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
  62Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63Isaac went 
out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 64And 
Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65and 
said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The 
servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the 
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into his 
mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So 
Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 45:10-17 
The assembly sings the refrain. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 

10“Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; 
  forget your people and your father’s house. 
 11The king will desire your beauty; 
  he is your master, so bow before him. R 
 
 12The city of Tyre brings tribute; 
  the wealthiest of the people seek your favor.” 
 13All glorious is the princess as she enters; 
  her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
 14In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; 
  after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
 15With joy and gladness they are brought, 
  and enter into the palace of the king. R 
 
 16“In place of ancestors, O king, you shall have sons; 
  you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
 17I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.” R 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do 
things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a 
futile existence. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
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15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do 
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 
22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another 
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly remains seated to sing the gospel acclamation and to hear the gospel 
reading. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that 
of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence 
are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
 
 
The assembly remains seated, singing sotto voce. 
HYMN OF THE DAY If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769) 
Stanzas 1 and 4 
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The assembly remains seated for the creed. 
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A Trusting in God’s unchanging love, let us proclaim with the whole church what we 
believe. 
 

A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 
The assembly kneels or remains seated. 

A brief silence. 

A We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we struggle 
to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us 
from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and 
pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable 
living through conservation, recycling, and other acts of love for the earth. Hear us, O 
God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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A We pray for the United States of America, giving thanks for 244 years since the 
signing of our Declaration of Independence. We give thanks for Canada, our friend and 
neighbor that also celebrates its nationhood. We pray for all nations. Guide leaders in 
developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism that 
hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, O 
God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed 
especially. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Give your 
consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for your church in this place, St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. Bless 
Pastor Daniel, our seminarians, and congregational leaders. Energize children’s ministry 
volunteers, Hannah, our church administrator, and those who maintain our building. 
Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love transforms our lives. Hear us, 
O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around covid-19. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who 
are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we 
consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, 
and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, 
concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

P We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your eternal rest 
and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
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PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ.  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. Please refrain from shaking hands and hugging. 

The assembly is seated. 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
An offering plate is placed near the baptismal font. Offerings may be placed there upon 
entering or leaving the nave. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

a Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

P The Lord be with you. 

a And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

a We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

a It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 

a 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

a  Christ has died. 
      Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

P Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen a Amen. 

 
P Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen a Amen. 
 



17 
 

 

P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. a Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. 
Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
 
An usher will direct those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those 
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the 
presiding minister. Take a package of bread (do not open it) and return to your seat by 
the outside aisle. We will all consume the elements together. 
 
When all are seated: 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. a Amen. 

A The blood of Christ, shed for you. a Amen. 
All consume the bread at the same time. 
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The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

a Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
The assembly is seated for the hymn. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN God of the Ages (See the following page.) 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

a Thanks be to God. 
 
As you depart, please be mindful of social distancing. Greet each other with waves and 
gently spoken words. Take your bulletin and bread wrapper with you and dispose of 
them at home. (Recycling your bulletin is encouraged!) Social conversation may take 
place on the church’s front lawn or in the courtyard, but please don’t block the 
entrances! 
 
VOLUNTARY If You But Trust in God to Guide You                     setting, J. S. Bach 
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Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty 

Text by Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939. © 2008 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved. 

Music Beach Spring Arrangement © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. Podcast under OneLicense A-710600. All 

rights reserved. 

 

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 
 

God Has Anointed You (Psalm refrain) 

Music: Pablo Sosa ,b. 1933 © 1958 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All 

rights reserved. 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

If You But Trust in God to Guide You 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681 © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved. 
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

 

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 

Text: Daniel C. Roberts, 1876, alt. 

Music: NATIONAL HYMN, George W. Warren, 1894 
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