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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. We 
invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To sanctify 
this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full participation in 
reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin and on-screen) 
and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings 
forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed 
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. 
Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the 
bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Ensemble CCCXCVII              William Schirmer, b. 1941 

Eric Olson, oboe       Ellen Olson, viola 
                                                                                                               
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
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P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now (ELW 527) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34 
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright 
away from his brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his 
brother when he came out of the womb and driving a hard bargain by buying the 
birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
20and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to the LORD for 
his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her,  
 “Two nations are in your womb, 
  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
 the one shall be stronger than the other, 
  the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The first 
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward his 
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when she bore them. 
  27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob 
was a quiet man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 



7 
 

 

  29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” 
(Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” 32Esau said, 
“I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” 
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his 
birthright. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:105-112 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

105Your word is a lamp to my feet 
  and a light upon my path. 
 106I have sworn and am determined 
  to keep your righteous judgments. 
 107I am deeply troubled; 
  preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 
 108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, 
  and teach me your judgments. R 
 
 109My life is always in danger, 
  yet I do not forget your teaching. 
 110The wicked have set a trap for me, 
  but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
 111Your decrees are my inheritance forever; 
  truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
 112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes 
  forever and to the end. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. 
The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the 
promise of resurrected life. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that 
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ 
is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 
that dwells in you. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
 

 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” 
of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of 
heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains 
why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 
 
 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY As Rain from the Clouds (ELW 508) 
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CREED 
 

A With all who are open to the seed of God’s word, let us proclaim what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their 
witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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A Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap 
their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the 
trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what 
you have given. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and 
equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide 
authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Abiding God, care for all who are in need especially. . . and those we name aloud or in 
our hearts. <<pause>> For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are 
worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, 
give hope. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Renewing God, St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. 
Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries to Family Promise, Lutheran 
Social Services, and United Community Outreach Ministries. Deepen relationships with 
the wider community. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around covid-19. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who 
are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us 
courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 
service, trusting that you abide with us always. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
 

A Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died, especially Nathan Söderblom, 
Bishop of Uppsala, whom we commemorate today. Comfort us in the sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 
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P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
 

BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551) 
 

 
DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY Prelude in D Major                                           J. K. F. Fischer, 1656-1746  
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Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

Music: HERR JESU CHRIST, DICH ZU UNS WEND 

  

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

A Lamp to My Feet (Psalm refrain) 
Music: The Water Is Wide, English folk tune 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

As Rain from the Clouds 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. 

All rights reserved. 

Music: AFTON WATER  

 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1993 Delores Dufner adming. OCP Publications. Reprinted under 

OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved 

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1920 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World 
War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, 
and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
Friday, July 17, 2020 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 
military. Granted a large estate with indigenous slaves, he freed them after he was 
ordained a priest. He worked in the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives 
of the native peoples. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
July 12, 2020 
LECTIONARY 15 
Taking Root 
Jesus makes it clear that merely speaking or receiving the good news of the kingdom of 
God is not always sufficient. Through preaching, Bible study, and worship God’s word is 
planted in our hearts. But many things can get in the way of the word taking root, 
growing, and producing fruit. 
 
The church is often tempted to do whatever it takes to bring in as many people, and as 
quickly, as possible for the sake of increasing numbers. This is sometimes done through 
shallowness: appealing to popular trends, preaching an easy message that requires no 
repentance or sacrifice, or depending on the charisma of the messenger more than the 
substance of the message. 
 

In his parable of the sowing of seeds, Jesus emphasizes that 
it takes understanding and depth for God’s word to take 
root, to endure struggles, and to be sustained long enough 
to bear fruit. Shallowness only makes room for a quick 
growth that doesn’t last. 
In the church, what makes for depth that allows God’s word 
to take root and last in our lives? Often it means connecting 
God’s word to the deep, personal needs we bring. Is the 
Bible a book about things that happened a long time ago, or 
does it speak God’s word for our lives today? Do we listen 
only to the parts of God’s word that sound easy and make us 
feel good, or do we wrestle with messages of repentance and 
calls to seek justice? 

Martin Luther taught the church that God’s word comes to us as law and gospel. We 
don’t get to choose which one we want to hear. We 
always get both. Both knowing we need God’s 
mercy and hearing that God’s mercy is a gift for us 
through Christ bring God’s word deep into our 
hearts, where it takes root and lives. This is what it 
means to understand God’s word with depth. 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


