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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. 
We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To 
sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full 
participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin 
and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the 
world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds 
Jesus suggests that both grow together until the 
harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all 
creation will be set free from bondage and 
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within 
us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of 
God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear 
the fruit of justice and mercy. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY O Blessed Spring              setting, David Cherwien, b. 1957     
                                                                                                            
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
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P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted 
in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 28:10-19a 
God’s graciousness to Jacob is shown in God’s revelation of the divine self to the 
patriarch, who is running for his life after cheating his brother Esau out of the family 
inheritance. Jacob promises that if God brings him back to the land, he will be loyal to 
God and give God a tenth of everything (vv. 20-22). 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came to a certain place and stayed 
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put 
it under his head and lay down in that place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder 
set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the 
LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I 
will give to you and to your offspring; 14and your offspring shall be like the dust of the 
earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the 
south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 
15Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then 
Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know 
it!” 17And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
  18So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his 
head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19aHe called that place 
Bethel. 
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Word of God, word of life. a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: 139:1-12, 23-24 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 
 
 
 

1LORD, you have searched me out; 
  O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. R 
 
 7Where can I go then from your Spirit? 
  Where can I flee from your presence? 
 8If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 
  if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
 9If I take the wings of the morning 
  and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
 10even there your hand will lead me 
  and your right hand hold me fast. 
 11If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, 
  and the light around me turn to night,” 
 12darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; 
  darkness and light to you are both alike. R 
 
 23Search me out, O God, and know my heart; 
  try me and know my restless thoughts. 
 24Look well whether there be any wickedness in me 
  and lead me in the way that is everlasting. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which 
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us 
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. 
 
  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 
will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  

 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:  13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this 
world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of 
sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he 
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 
30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERMON                                                                                                      Pastor Ross Worch 

 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 
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CREED 
 

A As joint-heirs with Christ, let us proclaim with the whole church what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. 
Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve 
and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift 
of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom 
from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the 
fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by 
your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. 
Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by 
despair, and all who suffer in any way, especially . . . and those we name aloud or in our 
hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new 
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot 
take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around covid-19. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who 
are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us 
courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 
service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. 
We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. 
Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
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The assembly may stand. 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

 
DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY O Holy Spirit, Enter In (WIE SCHON LEUCHTET)  
                                                                                                                  Johann Christoph Bach, 1642-1703  
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Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. © Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense. A-710600. 

All rights reserved. 

Music: BUNESSAN arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights 

reserved. 

  

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

You Have Searched (Psalm refrain) 

Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

For the Fruit of All Creation 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved. 
Music: AR HYD Y NOS arr. © Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights 

reserved.  

 

On What Has Now Been Sown 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. 

Music: DARWALL’S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter 
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his 
ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 
 
Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she 
gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by 
a woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 
 
James, Apostle 
Saturday, July 25, 2020 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their 
call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is 
the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
July 19, 2020 
LECTIONARY 16 
Impossible Purity 
 
Maybe you have bought or been offered bottled water recently. Did it say “purified” on 
it? Did you assume that meant the water was totally pure? What if you learned that 
bottled water, even purified, always has some contaminants in it? Would you still drink 
it? You probably did. 
 
Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat reminds us of our desire for purity. It is 
tempting on first reading the parable to immediately ask ourselves, So, who is a weed 
and who is wheat? We might wonder if the people we don’t like much are weeds. We 
might also be anxious to know whether we are wheat, children of the kingdom. Sorting it 
all out now and purifying the field would make things simpler. 
Except everything in the parable says we don’t get to sort things out! Surprisingly, Jesus 
lowers our sense of urgency to sort out good from bad in life. Jesus says it is better to live 
with ambiguity, better to accept impurity, than to try so hard to clean everything up now. 
Why? Because we risk great harm to others in trying to obtain a level of purity we can 
never have in this life. 
 
The desire for purity, especially among religious persons, can be strong. For some, this 
means getting rid of people who fail to live up to certain moral standards. For others, it 
means judging people based on who we label them to be. But total purity never exists in 
nature, nor in humanity as a whole, nor in any single person. 
Rather than worrying about whom to get rid of, with Jesus’ help we trust that we are 
children of the kingdom by God’s grace. We are included. When we know we are 
included and loved, we don’t need to worry about another’s status. That’s for God to 
worry about. We are free to love others and ourselves, and to let God sort out the rest. 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


