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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. 
We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To 
sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full 
participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin 
and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
 
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal 
to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering 
home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured 
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the 
riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s 
grace finds us first! 

 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Hymn Partita on Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
 (Jesu meine Freude) 
1. Chorale 
Jesus, priceless treasure, source of purest pleasure, truest friend to me:  
ah, how long I’ve panted, and my heart has fainted, thirsting, Lord for thee! 
Thine I am, O spotless lamb; nothing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask beside 
thee. 
2. Organ setting, Jan Bender, 1909-1994 
3. Chorale 
In thine arm I rest me; foes who would molest me cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, every heart be quaking, Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightning flash and thunders crash; yet, though sin and hell assail me, Jesus will not 
fail me. 
4. Organ setting, David A. Schack, b.  
5. Chorale 
Hence, all fears and sadness, for the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. 
God, who dearly loves us, from all trial saves us, gives sweet peace within. 
I have borne this worldly scorn; still in thee lies purest pleasure: Jesus, priceless 
treasure! 
6. Organ setting, J. S. Bach, 1685-1750 
 
                                                                                                            
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
(continued) 
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P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 
P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN O Day of Rest and Gladness (Haf trones lampa färdig) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us 
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28 
Laban deceives Jacob by giving his older daughter, Leah, to Jacob in marriage instead 
of the promised younger daughter, Rachel. Because of his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees 
to work for Laban for an additional seven years so that he may also be married to her. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
15Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16Now Laban had two daughters; the name 
of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were lovely, 
and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you 
seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better that I give her 
to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served 
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had 
for her. 
  21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 
23But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in 
to her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25When 
morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? 
Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26Laban said, 
“This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 27Complete the 
week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another 
seven years.” 28Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter 
Rachel as a wife. 
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Word of God, word of life.  

a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 2Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face. 
 5Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. R 
 
 7The LORD is our God, 
  whose judgments prevail in all the world, 
 8who has always been mindful of the covenant, 
  the promise made for a thousand generations: 
 9the covenant made with Abraham, 
  the oath sworn to Isaac, 
 10which God established as a statute for Jacob, 
  an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
 11saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan 
  to be your allotted inheritance.” 45bHallelujah! R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us 
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in 
Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible 
divine love. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 
also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim 
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus 
offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this 
announcement for people’s lives. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY Neither Death nor Life (ELW 622) 
The assembly sings the refrain. A leader sings the stanzas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stanzas 
 
1. Dwell in the one who raised Christ from the dead; though your body shall die, in Christ 
you shall rise through the Spirit who brings us to life. R 
 
2. All who are led by the Spirit shall live as children of God, and heirs with Christ Jesus, 
God’s adopted and chosen and loved. R 
 
3. All of the suffering we now must endure is nothing to the glory so soon to be revealed 
when creation itself is set free. R 
 
4. All of creation awaits the new birth, the fullness of redemption, through labor pains of 
love, and so we wait in patience and hope. R 
 
5. Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship or distress, persecution or 
famine, or nakedness or peril or sword? R 
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CREED 
 

A As those who can never be separated from the love of God, let us proclaim with the 
whole church what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a 
woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet 
common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 



14 
 

 

A When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our 
understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. 
Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into 
the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with 
each other and walk in the way of peace. (Here a particular world struggle may be 
named.) Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your 
will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the 
weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick, especially. . . and those 
we name aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this 
congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being 
your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A We give thanks for the ministry of St. Mark’s Ark and we pray for staff members, 
teachers, the Ark Advisory Committee, and all of the children and families who have 
found nurture on this campus. Walk with them and us as we seek ways to revitalize and 
sustain this important witness in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face 
uncertainties around covid-19. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who 
are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us 
courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 
service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people 
in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your 
saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
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P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Give Thanks for Saints (ELW 428) 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY When Morning Gilds the Skies (Laudes Domini)  
                                                                                                         setting, Robert Lind, b. 1940 
 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
O Day of Rest and Gladness 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 

Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG Swedish folk tune 

  

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

Make Known the Deeds of the Lord (Psalm refrain) 

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, Music by David N. Johnson, 1922-1987 © 1968 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 
 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

Neither Death nor Life 

Text and music by Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved. 

 

Give Thanks for Saints 

Text: Martin A. Leckebusch, b. 1962 © 2003 Kevin Mayhew. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All 

rights reserved.  
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H, Parry, 1848-1918 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George 
Frederick Handel, died 1759; musicians 
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. 
Schütz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called 
the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great work, 
Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 
 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that 
they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. 
Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to 
come. 
 
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 
Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming 
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to 
administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying 
to regain his kingdom. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
July 26, 2020 
LECTIONARY 17 
The Divine Ordinary 

As we make our way through Matthew’s gospel, we often hear Jesus say, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like . . .” He uses everyday items and experiences to give us a glimpse of 
God’s realm. Today as you stand for the reading of the gospel, God will use the voice of 
someone you know (your pastor, perhaps) to proclaim some comparisons Jesus made to 
the kingdom of heaven: a mustard seed, yeast, a merchant in search of fine pearls. 

Our Lord says the kingdom of heaven is like things we already know and understand. It’s 
like someone giving a wedding banquet (Matt. 22:2), a fishing net (Matt. 13:47), a 
gardener sowing seeds (Matt. 13:3). Instead of saying the kingdom is divine and far 
beyond our understanding, Jesus offers stories of ordinary things, pointing to how God’s 
will is revealed in them. 

Look around your worship space before the service. Whom or what has God brought you 
today that is like the kingdom of heaven? Is a retired man teaching a middle-schooler 
how to carry the top-heavy cross down the aisle? Are there people who use walkers 
alongside young ones who skip everywhere they go? Perhaps a newly widowed woman 
has new seatmates who don’t want her sitting alone. Did someone bring a gluten-free 
dish to the potluck even though he is not gluten-sensitive? 

Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to ordinary things because we live most often in 
ordinary moments and spaces. Again and again, he invites us to find the divine in the 
day-to-day, to glimpse the eternal in the temporal, and to recognize God’s image in a 
stranger’s face. 

As worship begins, let yourself notice the altogether ordinary things God is using to 
reveal the kingdom in this place: human voices, music, musicians, books, water, wine, 
bread. In the coming week, what might God use to reveal the kingdom in your home, 
your workplace, your school, or other spaces you inhabit? 

 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 
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