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Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him
for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel
when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give
life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that
relationship to know the one who sent him.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (Holy Manna)
setting, Don Hustad
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
a Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
a help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

P Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.
a Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O Day of Rest and Gladness
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1855
Music: Swedish fok tune

HAF TRONES LÄMPA FARDIG
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and
are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 11:26--12:13a
God sends the prophet Nathan to rebuke King David for his abuse of power in taking
Bathsheba and killing her husband, Uriah. Confronted with his sin, David repents. This
sin, however, marks the beginning of troubled times in David’s family.
L A reading from Second Samuel.
26When

the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for
him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she
became his wife, and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 12:1and the LORD sent Nathan
to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the
one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the
poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up,
and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink
from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a
traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare
for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared
that for the guest who had come to him.” 5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against
the man. He said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to
die; 6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no
pity.”
(continued)
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7Nathan

said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I
anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your
master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of
Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more.
9Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife,
and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall
never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble against you
from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them
to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. 12For you
did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 13aDavid said
to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
The word of God for the people of God.
a Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12, 18-19
a
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in
various forms of ministry whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s
one body.
L A reading from Ephesians.
1I

therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all
and through all and in all.
7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it
is said,
“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far
above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some
would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of
us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to
the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in
deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together
by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes
the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
The word of God for the people of God.
a Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
a

Honduran traditional

GOSPEL: John 6:24-35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their
quest.
P The holy gospel according to John.
a Glory to you, O Lord!
P 24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when
did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for
me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work
for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said
to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This
is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him,
“What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What
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work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us
this bread always.”
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
After the reading:
P The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Pastor Daniel Locke

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1953-1993
Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress

HOLY MANNA
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CREED
A Let us proclaim the faith we share.
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you
provide for carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us
together and restore the unity of the faith. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Watch
over deserts and wilderness places. Halt the destruction of rainforests and regenerate
that which has been lost, defend species at risk of extinction. Strengthen the work of
Lutherans Restoring Creation and all conservation organizations. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
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A You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. When they are
confronted with grievances, instill those who govern with patience. Grant them
perseverance in seeking what promotes the well-being of the community. Hear us, O
God.
a Your mercy is great.
A You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure
those who are despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. Hear our prayers
for . . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Rain down the true bread
from heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of
hospitality for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or
elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A We pray to you as we continue to face the Covid-19 global pandemic. We ask for
knowledge and wisdom for our doctors and scientists, comfort for those who grieve, and
relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A We pray for St. Mark’s Ark – its staff, Advisory committee, and especially the
children. May they learn to love what is just, true, and good, following the example of
Jesus. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread of
life until we are gathered with (name/s and) all the saints and feast together at your
heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
a Amen.
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The assembly may stand.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social
distancing. The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering plate is located at the baptismal font. Tithes and offerings
may be placed there before and after the service.
MUSICAL OFFERING Bread of the World
Richard Shephard
Bread of the world, in mercy broken, Wine of the soul, in mercy shed, By Whom the
words of life were spoken, And in whose death our sins are dead.
Look on the heart by sorrow broken, Look on the tears by sinners shed; And be Thy
feast to us the token, That by Thy grace our souls are fed. Reginald Heber, 1783-1826
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The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN Loaves Are Broken (ACS 966) st. 3
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
JOYOUS LIGHT
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 2006, 2007 respectively, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

a

OFFERING PRAYER
A Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
a Amen.
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DIALOGUE

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
a

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
a We praise you, O God.
P Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
a We bless you, O God.
P We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
a We thank you, O God.
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P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
a Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. a Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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The assembly is seated.
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the
presiding minister. Receive the bread from the Pastor, then take a cup from the tray.
After communing, place your used cup in the receptacle provided.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
COMMUNION HYMN Where Charity and Love Are Shown (ACS 931)
Text: Joaquín Madurga, 1938-2017; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
DONDE HAY CARIDAD
Music: Joaquín Madurga
Text and music © 1981, 2009 Joaguín Madurga, admin OCP Publications

A cantor sings one stanza in Spanish, then the assembly sings all the stanzas in English.
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The assembly sings as the table is cleared.
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION By Your Hand You Feed Your People (ELW
469)

The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
a Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
a Amen.

SENDING HYMN The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654)
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

AURELIA
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Partita on O Day of Rest and Gladness (Es flog ein
kleins Waldvögelein)
setting, David Sims / hymn setting by George Ratcliffe Woodward
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing.
Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212.
Cover art by Rachel Mumford, St. Mark’s member.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
VOLUNTARIES/MUSICAL OFFERING
Holy Manna setting © 1971 Hope Publishing Company
O Day of Rest and Gladness (Sims) © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
Above podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600 All rights reserved.
Bread of the World © St James Music Press Used ID: 139
HYMNS
Copyrighted portions of the hymn texts and music are reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A710600. All rights reserved.
Haf trones lampa färdig Introduction and alternate accompaniment by David Cherwien © 1979 Augsburg
Publishing House.
Holy Manna Introduction and alternate accompaniment by David Sims © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
Aurelia Introduction and alternate accompaniment by J. Bert Carlson © 2001 Augsburg Fortress
Above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221
Sunday, August 8, 2021
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for
the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called
Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
August 1, 2021
LECTIONARY 18
Hungry for More
They were hungry, but they didn’t know what they were hungry for. Their longing
compelled them to cross the sea and comb through the villages in search of the one who
could meet their deepest desires. They had seen the sign, after all—the baskets of leftover
bread, the impossible abundance of fish. Surely, they must find the source to have their
needs fulfilled once and for all.
Perhaps we too are hungry—for security, for certainty, for power, for recognition, for the
simple assurance that we are good enough in a world that always seems to demand more.
We too may find ourselves searching for the one who can calm our spirits or offer us
those things on which our hearts are set. We cry out with the crowd, “Give us this bread
always” (John 6:34). Care for us. Feed us. Help us. Reassure us. We have seen what you
can do. Show us this sign again so that we may believe.
But God gives us more than bread; indeed, God gives us more than whatever we think we
most desire. Jesus takes our questions and those things we think we need and redirects
us to himself—the source of all life for the world. We ask for the things we most crave.
Jesus offers us abundant life. We ask for what we can comprehend. Jesus gives us the
promises of God that pass all understanding.
John’s gospel invites us to dwell with Jesus in the mysteries of God. Not to understand
exactly. Not to have our fill of the things we demand. But to abide with God. To be
wrapped in the promises of the one who has been feeding the hungry and sustaining life
since the very beginning, giving us life that cannot be earned but is simply received
through Jesus.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also
have bulletins made especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through
the drive-up option.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or
expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for
assistance.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
(904)396-9608
www.stmarksjax.org

