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Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of
which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises
of God. Have no fear.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Oh Holy Spirit, Enter In (Ratisbon)
See the text and tune at ELW 786.
setting, Kevin Hildebrand
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
a Amen.
The vicar addresses the assembly.
V Joined to Christ in the waters of
baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as
the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters
and by your Word you created the
world,
calling forth life in which you took
delight.
Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as
daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.
P We praise you for the gift of water
that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift
of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.
a Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

ELW 767
SO NIMM DEN MEINE HÄNDE
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our
hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
L A reading from Isaiah.
1The

vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hear the word of the LORD,
you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
11What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of goats.
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When you come to appear before me,
who asked this from your hand?
Trample my courts no more;
13bringing offerings is futile;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
12

Isaiah announces God’s
displeasure with the
offerings and sacrifices of
a people who are without
compassion. He urges
them instead to do justice
and defend the oppressed.
Indeed, if they repent,
God promises that they
will be made as clean as
new-fallen snow.
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Your new moons and your appointed festivals
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me,
I am weary of bearing them.
14

15

When you stretch out your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your doings
from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
17learn to do good;
seek justice,
rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out,
says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
19If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land;
20but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be devoured by the sword;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
18

Word of God, word of life.
a Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: PSALM 50:1-8, 22-23
The choir introduces the refrain and it is repeated by all. The assembly sings the refrain
and the stanzas in bold font.
Refrain

Tone

1The

mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
3Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people. R
5“Gather

before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.
7“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against you;
for I am | God, your God.
8I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me. R
22Consider

this well, you | who forget God,
lest I tear you apart and there be none to de- | liver you.
23Whoever offers me a sacrifice of thanksgiving | honors me;
I will show the salvation of God to those who go | the right way.” R
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
L A reading from Hebrews.
1Now

faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
Abraham and Sarah
conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our
exemplify the vision of
ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand
faith that people of God
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so
enact in every age. Their
that what is seen was made from things that are not
hope and trust in God’s
visible.
promise allowed them to
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set
face an unknown future
out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance;
and to receive the
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By
promise of God.
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward
to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received
power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as
the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on
the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
Word of God, word of life.
a Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung twice.)
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
V The holy gospel according to Luke.
a Glory to you, O Lord!
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your
Jesus encourages
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell
disciples to invest their
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
hearts and live fully into
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
God’s reign. Instead of
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
facing life with fear, those
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart
who know God’s
will be also.
generosity are always
35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be
ready to receive from God
like those who are waiting for their master to return from
and to give to others.
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly
I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and
serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them
so, blessed are those slaves.
39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
After the reading:
V The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY
All Who Believe and Are Baptized

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
ELW 442
ES IST DAS HEIL
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM: Kamm Eckels
PRESENTATION
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Kamm Eckels, one with us
in the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of his baptism.
V I present Kamm Eckels, who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism.
P Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for this brother,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called him to yourself,
Enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished him in the community of faith.
Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.
a Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
V I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
V
a
V
a
V
a

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

V Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
V Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
V Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Kamm - I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P People of God, do you promise to support Kamm and pray for him in his life in
Christ?
a We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
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P Stir up in Kamm the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
V Let us rejoice with Kamm, our brother in Christ.
a We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
The following refrain is sung once by the choir, then repeated several times by the
assembly.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with
your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear
and uncertainty. Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our
earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us
to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places
torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and
justice. Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your
steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you,
especially. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Help us to trust your
promise and not be afraid. Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
A Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the
way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of our congregation and all who care
for those in need. Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As
they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life.
Merciful God,
a receive our prayer.
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P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
a Amen.
The assembly may stand.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social
distancing.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
arr. John Helgen
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work is almost done.
Children, don’t get weary, for this work is almost done.
Darker midnight lies before us, for this work is almost done.
Lo, the morning soon is breaking, for this work is almost done.
Children, don’t get weary, for this work is almost done.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work is almost done.
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The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
A God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
a Amen.
DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you.
a And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
a We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
a It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)
a (Sung in English.)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P O God triune, how majestic
is your name in all the earth.
Over the eons your merciful might
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life.
Here by your wisdom
are both life and death,
growth and decay,
the nest and the hunt,
sunshine and storm,
darkness and light.
Sustained by these wonders,
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
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P O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer.
In Christ you bring life from death;
we remember his cross,
we laud his resurrection.
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body.
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness.
Receiving this mystery,
we mortals sing our song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P We praise you for the heart of Jesus,
so filled with your love for this earth.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered around this table,
we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P O God triune, you create the worlds,
you uphold the living,
you embrace the dead.
Send forth your Spirit
and renew the face of the earth.
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal,
the body and blood of Christ.
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Give us a future that trusts in you
and cares for your earth.
Empowered by your promises,
we rise from our deaths
to praise you again:
The earth is full of your glory.
a The earth is full of your glory.
P Amen, and amen.
a Amen, and amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
The assembly is seated.
An usher will direct your pew to approach the altar. Communion is served in two ways
and participants are welcome to choose which method they prefer. As you approach
the altar, you may receive bread and a cup in a processional line, or you may approach
the altar and stand or kneel around the altar rail. Please observe proper social
distancing as you approach the altar. One person per cushion is appropriate. Receive
the bread, then take a cup from the tray. After communing, all may place your used
cups in the receptacle provided.
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COMMUNION HYMN
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

ELW 808
LES PETITES SOEURS
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Have No Fear, Little Flock

ELW 764
LITTLE FLOCK

The assembly stands at the direction of the presiding minister.
PRAYER
A Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
a Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
a Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Faith Begins by Letting Go

ACS 1004
RATISBON
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (The Ash Grove)
setting, Jacob B. Weber
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221
Monday, August 8, 2022
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for
the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called
Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty.
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258
Wednesday, August 10, 2022
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the
church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather
the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The
enraged emperor had him put to death.
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253
Thursday, August 11, 2022
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society
Saturday, August 13, 2022
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean
War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
August 7, 2022
LECTIONARY 19
Security Systems That Don’t Fail
Jesus knows that we worry about a lot of things. Many people who own a lot of
possessions live in fear of losing them. Some find that a security system installed with
cameras and sensors and smart doorbells can lower their anxiety. But even with internetof-things technology, these security systems do not stop the risk of theft. We may get a
video of someone stealing our stuff, but we still lose the stuff. Anxiety over losing what
we have persists and may in fact be ever-present as our cell phones alert us to each
passerby at the front door.
Jesus proposes several other security systems that transform our anxiety over losing
what we have into a different kind of calm. The first one he offers is probably the least
popular: Sell your possessions and give the money to the poor. You don’t have to worry
about your belongings being stolen if you get rid of them. It’s a radical option, but an
option nonetheless.
Jesus also proposes another kind of security:
Place value in the things that can’t be stolen.
When we treasure the mercy and love of God as
our most prized possession, we have what no one
else can take. We have a security system that does
not fail. We have deep and abiding peace. Our
fears are calmed.
There is one additional security system to which
Jesus invites us: Have confidence that it is God’s
good pleasure to give us life with God, life in a
world where everyone has enough and no one
worries about losing it, life where we all know we
are equally beloved. When this is our treasure,
when it is where we place our hearts, we find the
peace that is a secure gift.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as
our guest or as a long-time member. Children are welcome in worship!
You are welcome to sit near the front where your children can see all of
the activity and more fully participate. We also have bulletins made
especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in
both kinds today. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in this
bulletin.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or
expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for
assistance.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Kathy VanOsdol, Vicar
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Sarah Martin, Office Administrator
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
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