
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3976 Hendricks Avenue   Jacksonville, FL 

 

 

       Holy Communion + 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 8, 2021 

 
 
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats 
this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us 
what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as those marked with the seal of the 
Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. The 
whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other. 
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GATHERING             The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY  
 
 
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 

a Amen. 
 

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 

a help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN What Is This Place (ELW 524) 
Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1993                                                 KOMT NU MET ZANG           

Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626 arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906 

Text and arr. © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications 

 

 

P Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. 

a Amen. 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives 
life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and 
that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
This reading describes some of the troubles in King David’s family. His son Absalom 
has amassed an army and seized David’s throne. Those loyal to David fight Absalom’s 
forces and defeat them. David himself is chiefly concerned about the well-being of his 
son, even though that son has betrayed him. 
 

L A reading from Second Samuel. 
 
5[King David] ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the 
commanders concerning Absalom. 
  6So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the 
forest of Ephraim. 7The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and 
the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8The battle spread over 
the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. 
  9Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, 
and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the 
oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under 
him went on. 15And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and 
struck him, and killed him. 
  31Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For 
the LORD has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up 
against you.” 32The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” 
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do 
you harm, be like that young man.” 
(continued) 
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  33The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; 
and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
  
The word of God for the people of God. 

a Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 130 
 The assembly sings the refrain. A cantor sings the stanzas.       
 
Refrain   

 
1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared. R 
 
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins. R 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25--5:2 
Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. 
Rather, the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely 
reflect the love and forgiveness we have received through Christ and his death. 

 
L A reading from Ephesians. 

 

25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we 
are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on 
your anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather 
let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share 
with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for 
building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day 
of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling 
and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of 
God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, 
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
The word of God for the people of God. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                 Honduran traditional 

a  
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GOSPEL:  John 6:35, 41-51 
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him 
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their 
quest. 

 
P The holy gospel according to John. 

a Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
P 35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the Jews began to 
complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 
42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, 
“Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the 
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who 
is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 
died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not 
die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
After the reading: 

P The gospel of the Lord.   

a Praise to you, O Christ! 
The assembly is seated.  
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke                                                                                              

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
HYMN OF THE DAY Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (ELW 488) 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677, tr. Lutheran Book of Worship                                             SCHMÜCKE DICH 

Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662 

Translation © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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CREED 

A Let us proclaim the faith we share. 

a I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
The assembly kneels or is seated.  A brief silence is kept. 
 

A For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission 
starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the 
gospel. For congregations facing difficult decisions about their future. God, in your 
mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the 
hot summer sun. For the Atlantic Ocean, the St. John’s River, and all waters 
contaminated by pollution; for those who have no clean water. God, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, 
lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. 
For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those 
who are incarcerated. God, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face 
long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a 
loved one. For all who are sick. Hear the prayers from St. Mark’s for. . . and those we 
name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> God, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake 
bread and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the 
food from this table to those who are homebound or hospitalized. God, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A For our nation and world as we continue to face the Covid-19 global pandemic. We 
ask for knowledge and wisdom for our doctors and scientists, comfort for those who 
grieve, and relief for those who suffer. God, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 

 
A We pray for St. Mark’s Ark – its staff, Advisory committee, and especially the 
children. May they grow to live as Christ’s body in the world. God, in your mercy, 
a hear our prayer. 

 
A For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With Dominic and all 
the saints we praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. God, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

a Amen. 
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The assembly may stand. 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ.  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social 
distancing. The assembly is seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING An offering plate is located at the baptismal font. Tithes and offerings 
may be placed there before and after the service. 
 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING O Bread of Life from Heaven                 David Ashley White 
O Bread of Life from heaven, to saints and angels given; O Manna from above. The 
souls that hunger, feed thou, The hearts that seek thee, lead thou, With thy sweet, 
tender love. Latin hymn, 17th cent. tr. Philip Schaff, 1819- 1893 
 
The assembly stands.  
OFFERING HYMN Loaves Are Broken (ACS 966) st. 3 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007                                                                                JOYOUS LIGHT 

Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text and music © 2006, 2007 respectively, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 

a Amen.  
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DIALOGUE  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 

a We praise you, O God. 
 

P Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

a We bless you, O God. 

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

a We thank you, O God. 
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

a Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. a Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.                                                                              

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those 
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the 
presiding minister.  Receive the bread from the Pastor, then take a cup from the tray. 
After communing, place your used cup in the receptacle provided. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 474) 
Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952                                                     ARGENTINE SANTO / BREAK NOW THE BREAD 

Music: Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas 

Text and music © 1981, 2009 Joaguín Madurga, admin OCP Publications 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please turn the page for the stanzas. 
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The assembly sings as the table is cleared. 
HYMN AFTER COMMUNION By Your Hand You Feed Your People (ELW 
469) 
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The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  

a Amen. 
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SENDING                  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.) 

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and 
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

a Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

P The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing (ELW 596) 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874                                                                                                THE SOLID ROCK 

Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

a Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
 
 
 
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing. 
 

 

Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

Cover art by Rachel Mumford, St. Mark’s member. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

VOLUNTARIES/MUSICAL OFFERING 

Holy Manna setting © 1971 Hope Publishing Company 

O Day of Rest and Gladness (Sims) © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

Above podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600 All rights reserved. 

Bread of the World © St James Music Press Used ID: 139 

 

HYMNS 

Copyrighted portions of the hymn texts and music are reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-

710600. All rights reserved. 

 

Haf trones lampa färdig Introduction and alternate accompaniment by David Cherwien © 1979 Augsburg 

Publishing House. 

Holy Manna Introduction and alternate accompaniment by David Sims © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

Aurelia Introduction and alternate accompaniment by J. Bert Carlson © 2001 Augsburg Fortress 

Above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for 
the church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called 
Dominicans) devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty. 
 
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 
Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the 
church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather 
the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The 
enraged emperor had him put to death. 
 
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions 
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor 
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Friday, August 13, 2021 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to 
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean 
War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war 
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease. 
 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Saturday, August 14, 2021 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. 
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to 
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly 
denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and 
articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 8, 2021 
LECTIONARY 19 
A New Identity 

In an increasingly polarized world, demographics are everything. Many of us rely on 
information about a person’s hometown, family, alma mater, or workplace to make 
assumptions about their politics, social concerns, or lifestyle. Internet algorithms make 
inferences based on our age, gender, and relationship status to market products, 
services, or ideas to us. At times it feels like our lives are reduced to a statistic or a 
political party affiliation. 

The crowds following Jesus knew who they were, and they thought they knew exactly 
who Jesus was too. They knew who his ancestors were, and they knew the stories of faith 
they all shared. 

After all, Jesus was the neighbor boy—the carpenter’s son. They had known him since he 
was just a kid. He was a simple Galilean peasant. He walked the same streets, fished in 
the same waters, and ate the same food as the rest of them. 

And yet, he dared to claim a different identity: he was the bread of life, the living bread 
come down from heaven. His roots were not just in this rocky terrain of the Middle 
Eastern soil, but in the God of the cosmos. 

This is not what God was supposed to look like. This is not the powerful king they were 
waiting for. This was just Mary and Joseph’s son. He was supposed to be one of them! 

But this is the great mystery of our faith: God cannot be reduced to an algorithm or a 
stereotype. God dwells in the people we least expect, in the most ordinary places, in 
people scandalously like us and outrageously different than us. God abides with us, 
defying our expectations, challenging our self-proclaimed identities by offering us the 
bread of life in Jesus Christ. In this holy bread, we are given a new identity more 
powerful and enduring than any other in this world: child of God, beloved and whole; in 
God, of God, and with God for all of eternity. Thanks be to God. 
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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a 
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the 
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also 
have bulletins made especially for children.  
 
Holy Communion 
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in 
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has 
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in 
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through 
the drive-up option. 
 
Worship 
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks.  The 
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a 
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship.” 

Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that 
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are 
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or 
expansive. 
 
Our Facility 
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 
 
 Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 

Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark 

 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


