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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. 
We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To 
sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full 
participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin 
and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
 

 
 
When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry 
out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of 
the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be 
a sign of God’s presence to others. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY O God, Beyond All Praising       setting, David Cherwien  
 
                                                                                                            
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
(continued) 
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P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842) 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 
the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. 
Judah, who protected Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, 
indicating that the brothers had changed their ways (44:18-34). 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This 
is the story of the family of Jacob.  
  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he 
was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a 
bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his 
children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with 
sleeves. 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 
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 12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to 
them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your 
brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley 
of Hebron.  
  He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked 
him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, 
where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard 
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at 
Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they 
conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come 
now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 
animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when 
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 
22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, 
but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to 
his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long 
robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was 
empty; there was no water in it. 
  25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it 
down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother 
and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands 
on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some 
Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him 
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  

a Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 2Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face. R 
 
 5Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
 16Then God called for a famine in the land 
  and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 17The LORD sent a man before them, 
  Joseph, who was sold as a slave. R 
 
 18They bruised his feet in fetters; 
  his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 19Until his prediction came to pass, 
  the word of the LORDtested him. 
 20The king sent and released him; 
  the ruler of the peoples set him free, 
 21setting him as a master over his household, 
  as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 22to instruct his princes according to his will 
  and to teach his elders wisdom. 45bHallelujah! R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word 
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all 
and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 
  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of 
“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are 
in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
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22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 
Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, 
it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 
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CREED 
 

A With hearts made fresh by the peace of Christ, let us proclaim with the whole church 
what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so 
that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow 
Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife 
from exploitation and abuse. Help us work to sustain and be sustained by the resources 
of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 
righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of 
justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all 
who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who 
are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering 
this day, especially. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank 
you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and 
teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected 
hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A For St. Mark’s Ark. We pray for the Ark Board, staff members, teachers, the Ark 
Advisory Committee, and all the children and families who have found nurture on this 
campus. Walk with them and us as we seek ways to revitalize and sustain this important 
witness in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A For our nation and the world as we face uncertainties around covid-19. Protect the 
most vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, 
especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us courage to 
face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting 
that you abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and 
places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to 
yourself. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

a we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

A we give you thanks and praise. 
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P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Your Hand, Though Hidden, Guides Us 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY “Little” Prelude and Fugue in G Minor                       attr. J. S. Bach 
 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Oh, Worship the King 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 

Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727 

  

To God Be the Glory (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Mark Schweizer, 1956-2019 © St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune 

 

Make Known the Deeds of the Lord (Psalm refrain) 

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, Music by David N. Johnson, 1922-1987 © 1968 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

My Life Flows On 

Text and music (HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING) by Robert Lowry, alt, 1826-1898 

 

Your Hand, Though Hidden, Guides Us 

Text: Herman G. Steumpfle, b. 1923. © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense A-

710600. All rights reserved.  

Music: VALET WILL ICH DER GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 
Monday, August 10, 2020 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the 
church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather 
the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The 
enraged emperor had him put to death. 
 
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions 
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor 
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to 
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean 
War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war 
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease. 
 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Friday, August 14, 2020 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. 
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to 
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly 
denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and 
articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning 
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, 
speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

 
August 9, 2020 
LECTIONARY 19 
Take Heart 
 
We who gather for worship each week know what it is like to feel terrified. We may not 
be on a literal boat being tossed by the waves, as are the disciples in the gospel story 
today, but our lives are often rocked by the circumstances we experience. Sometimes the 
howling wind that buffets our boat is a terrifying health diagnosis. The waves that batter 
us about might be financial ruin, marital struggles, the demands of caregiving, or a 
myriad of other issues. We are not strangers to feeling out of control or scared. 
We are out of energy and exhausted by living in fear. Jesus meets us in the midst of our 
worry and says, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” (Matt. 14:27). He sings it to us in the 
hymns of our faith, speaks it to us in scripture, and feeds us with it in the meal. 
 
As we turn to a hymn and open our weary lips to sing, Jesus is present in the words and 
melodies that God’s people have been singing for a very long time. We sing these hymns 
in the chapters of our lives when the seas are calm, and when we are certain we are about 
to capsize. 
 
When someone stands to read a piece of scripture we have heard dozens of times, Jesus 
comes to us afresh as we hear that word with troubled or peaceful hearts. Christ meets us 
in the ancient texts that never get old, offering us stability when our little boats seem 
dwarfed by the raging sea. 
 
We approach the table, steady or perhaps trembling; when we feel beloved and when we 
are deeply aware of our captivity to sin. Each time, we reach out with our cupped beggar 
hands, and Jesus offers himself to us: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


