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The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites 
our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great 
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look 
to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
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GATHERING             The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Prelude on “Repton”                                 Charles Callahan 
See the text and tune at ELW 580. 
 
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 

a Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Merciful God, 

a we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 

a Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                                                                                               
Christ Is the Life                                                                                                   KINGSFOLD 



 
 

 
 

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your 
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, 
and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.  
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WORD                 God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

L A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it?  
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 
 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it.                                                                              (continued) 

The prophet sings about a 
beautiful vineyard, 
carefully planted and 
cultivated, that 
nevertheless yields wild 
grapes. The owner 
therefore determines to 
destroy the vineyard, 
which represents the 
sinful people of Israel and 
Judah. 
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 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: PSALM 80:1-2, 8-19 
The choir introduces the refrain and it is repeated by all. The assembly sings the refrain 
and the stanzas in bold font. 
 
 
Refrain  
 
 
 
 
 
Tone 
 

 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 8You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 9You cleared the | ground for it; 
  it took root and | filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered | by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. 
 11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 
  and its branches | to the river. R 
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 12Why have you broken | down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
  look | down from heaven; 
 15behold and | tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right | hand has planted. R 
 
 16They burn it with | fire like rubbish; 
  at the rebuke of your countenance | let them perish. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29--12:2 
 
L A reading from Hebrews. 
 

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it 
were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do 
so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
 
(continued)  

The author of Hebrews 
presents us with rich 
stories of faith. In a long 
list of biblical heroes, we 
find examples of trust in 
God that enabled them to 
face the trials of life 
faithfully. In addition to 
this “cloud of witnesses,” 
we have Jesus, the perfect 
model of faithful 
endurance. 
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32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched 
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty 
in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others 
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 
36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were 
stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in 
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not 
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from 
us, be made perfect. 
 
 
 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 

a Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism 
with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under 
until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! 52From now on five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; 53they 
will be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 
(continued) 

Jesus delivers harsh 
words about the 
purifying and potentially 
divisive effects of 
obedience to God’s call. 
The way of the cross often 
leads followers to 
encounter hostility and 
rejection, even from those 
they love. 
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 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?” 
 
After the reading: 

P The gospel of the Lord.   

a Praise to you, O Christ! 
The assembly is seated.  
SERMON                                                                                                 Vicar Kathy VanOsdol 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                                   ELW 580 
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                                                                        REPTON 
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CREED 

A Together, with the great cloud of witnesses,  
let us confess our faith: 
 

a I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

The assembly kneels or is seated.  A brief silence is kept. 

A Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to 
serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, 
and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 
 

A Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural 
disasters, especially by floods in Death Valley and Kentucky. Transform the devastation 
of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with 
your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 

The Apostles’ Creed dates 
from about the fifth 
century. It is ecumenical 
in the sense that it is 
accepted by a majority of 
Christians around the 
world. 
 
Lutherans use this creed 
during the sacrament of 
baptism and on Sundays 
in ordinary time (also 
called “green Sundays”). 
It is also an important 
tool for religious 
instruction – as in Martin 
Luther’s small catechism.  
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A Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them 
a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are 
vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 
 

A Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by 
racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people who face discrimination 
based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that 
degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 
 

A Arise, O God, and sustain those gathered here at St. Mark’s. We pray for this 
community, celebrating with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep. Hear 
our prayers for. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> In our joy and 
in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints, especially 
Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj Munk, who have gone before us. May we run with 
perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in you. Merciful God, 

a receive our prayer. 
 

P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

a Amen. 
 
The assembly may stand.  
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ.  

 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social 
distancing.  
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The assembly is seated.  

MEAL                                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING The Grace Divine                                             arr. Roger Price 
Come, let us use the grace divine, and all in one accord, in a perpetual covenant join 
ourselves to Christ the Lord; Give up ourselves, through Jesus’ power, his name to 
glorify; and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
 
The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind; we will no more our God 
forsake, or cast these words behind. We never will throw off the fear of God who hears 
our vow; and if thou art well pleased to hear; come down and meet us now. 
 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive, present with the celestial 
host the peaceful answer give; to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins 
away, and register our names on high and keep us to that day!                  Charles Wesley 
 
The assembly stands. 
OFFERING HYMN                                                                                                   
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 

a Amen.  
 
DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

a And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

a We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

a It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

a (Sung in English.) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 

a The earth is full of your glory. 
  

P O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 

a The earth is full of your glory. 
  

P We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 

a The earth is full of your glory. 
  

P O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 

a The earth is full of your glory. 
  

P Amen, and amen. 

a Amen, and amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 
An usher will direct your pew to approach the altar.  Communion is served in two ways 
and participants are welcome to choose which method they prefer.  As you approach 
the altar, you may receive bread and a cup in a processional line, or you may approach 
the altar and stand or kneel around the altar rail.  Please observe proper social 
distancing as you approach the altar.  One person per cushion is appropriate.  Receive 
the bread, then take a cup from the tray.  After communing, all may place your used 
cups in the receptacle provided. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                           ACS 1084 
God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me: O Christ, Surround Me            GREEN TYLER 
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Sing with All the Saints in Glory                MISSISSIPPI                                ELW 426 

The assembly stands at the direction of the presiding minister. 
PRAYER  

A Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

a Amen. 
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SENDING                  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.) 

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and 
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

a Amen.  
 
BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

a Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                                    ELW 796 
How Firm a Foundation                                                                                FOUNDATION 
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DISMISSAL  

A Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

a Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Tune on “Freu dich sehr”  Jerry Westenkuehler  

 
 
 
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing. 
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Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Door graphic on welcome page by Rachel Mumford, member of St. Mark’s 

 

Prelude on “Repton” © 2012 Birnamwood Publications/MorningStar Music Publishers 

Christ Is the Life text © 1989, SPC admin. Augsburg Fortress 

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company 

As We Gather at Your Table text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

God , be the Love to Search and Keep Me text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress 

Sing with All the Saints in Glory text © 1995 Hope Publishing Company; accompaniment by William 

Bradley Roberts © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 

How Firm a Foundation accomp. by Charles Callahan © 2006 Birnamwood Publications/MorningStar 

Music Publishers 

Trumpet Tune on “Freu dich sehr”© 2021 Birnamwood Publications/MorningStart Music Publishers 

The above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

The Grace Divine  arr. pub. St. James Music Press. Used with permission. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Sunday, August 14, 2022 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. 
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to 
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly 
denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and 
articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
Monday, August 15, 2022 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning 
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, 
speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry. 
 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Saturday, August 20, 2022 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works 
and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. 
He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 14, 2022 
LECTIONARY 20 
A Division That Brings Peace 

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same time. The message of 
God’s governance among us, which lifts up the lowly and challenges the mighty, brings 
division. The good news brings division because some welcome it with exuberant joy, 
since it is the only good news they hear, and some resist it because it is a profound 
challenge to human assumptions about God, the world, and us. 

We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring peace, but division. 
This is because he insists on a gospel of peace for everyone, not just a few. The division 
Jesus speaks of is not the goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that everyone 
is included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the price he is willing to pay if that’s 
what it takes to usher in a world of true peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid that 
price when he was crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way. 

The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the fray of lifting up 
people the world deems unwelcome or lowly. Who is excluded or marginalized in your 
community? Why is this so? Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginalization, 
or does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out elsewhere? What 
division has this faithfulness to the gospel caused? 

The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most divisive thing it does, is 
declare forgiveness to every repentant heart in Christ’s name: the excluded and the 
exclusive, the lowly and the mighty. The most beautiful inbreaking of the governance of 
God is when humble persons gather around Christ’s table, open their hands to receive 
bread and wine, and deeply embrace their own welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at 
the very same table. In that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division turns 
into complete peace. 
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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as 
our guest or as a long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! 
You are welcome to sit near the front where your children can see all of 
the activity and more fully participate. We also have bulletins made 
especially for children.  
 

Holy Communion 
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in 
both kinds today. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in this 
bulletin.  
 
Worship 
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks.  The 
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a 
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship.” 

Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that 
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are 
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or 
expansive. 
 
Our Facility 
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for 
assistance. 
 
 
 Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 

Kathy VanOsdol, Vicar 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 

Sarah Martin, Office Administrator 
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark 

 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


