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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. 
We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To 
sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full 
participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin 
and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 
 

 
The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an 
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal 
her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might 
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of 
society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive 
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for 
those in need. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY A Meditation on “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
(St. Anne)                                                                                              setting, Mark Albrecht 
                                                                                                          
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
(continued) 



4 
 

 

P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us 
as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your 
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 45:1-15 
Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” 
and asks, “Is my father still alive?” Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to 
preserve many lives at a time of famine. 

 
L A reading from Genesis. 
 
[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1Joseph could no longer 
control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away 
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 
2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 
it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before 
you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are 
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So 
it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down 
to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, 
you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of 
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own 
mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, 
and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon 
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  

a Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 133 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 
 

 

1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. R 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
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  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they 
have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now 
receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful 
to all. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the 
heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost 
immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered 
to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that 
my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind 
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But 
Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her 
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 
was healed instantly. 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588) 
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CREED 
 

A With lives of thanksgiving for God’s goodness, let us proclaim with the whole church 
what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus 
Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help 
your church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your 
creatures, that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils 
stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the 
nations of the world now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and 
consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not 
have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your 
healing, especially. . .  and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A In you we live and move and have our being. Grant us, the people of St. Mark’s, grace 
to find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us 
rest and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A We pray for the St. Mark’s Ark Board, staff members, teachers, the Ark Advisory 
Committee, and all the children and families who have found nurture on this campus. 
Walk with them and us as we seek ways to revitalize and sustain this important witness 
in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A We pray for our nation and the world as we face uncertainties around covid-19. 
Protect the most vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us 
courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 
service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the 
saints. Join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, 
for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, 
and delivering the spirit of rebirth. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

a We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

 
P Your word is a lamp lighting our path, 
a mirror reflecting our selves, 
a shield providing us refuge, 
a fire burning for justice and truth. 
Your word is sweeter than honey: 
it nourishes our bodies like milk, 
it sustains your people like bread. 
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold. 
We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

a We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 
 

P Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy. 
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ, 
that heeding your voice of beauty and power 
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called. 
 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 

a we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  

P Amen. 

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. a Thanks be to God.  
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VOLUNTARY Duke Street                                                                  setting, Wilbur Held  
 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Jesus Shall Reign 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Music: DUKE STREET 

  

Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842 

 

How Good It Is (Psalm refrain) 

Text: Gerhard Cartford © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-

710600. All rights reserved. 

Music: CANTAD AL SEÑOR, Brazilian traditional  

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th century 

 

Salvation Belongs to Our God (Canticle of Thanksgiving) 

Text and music: Jeremy Young, b.1948. © Augsburg Fortress 

 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

Text: Albert F. Blayly, 1901-1984 © Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All 

rights reserved.  

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Thursday, August 20, 2020 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works 
and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. 
He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
 


