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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
Thank you for joining us on our YouTube channel -  www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax. 
We invite you to sit in a comfortable chair with a cup of coffee or other beverage. To 
sanctify this time further, you may want to light a candle. We invite your full 
participation in reading the assembly portions of the liturgy (bold font in this bulletin 
and on-screen) and singing the hymns. 
 
Your offering supports the mission of St. Mark’s, including the care of those who are in 
need. To make an online contribution, click on the “Give Here” button at 
www.stmarksjax.org. 
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

 
 

 
 
Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of 
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation 
and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges 
us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as 
a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body 
of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual 
worship through word and deed. 

 

 

 

file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax
file:///H:/Bulletins%202020/www.stmarksjax.org
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Aria                                                       Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
 
                                                                                                            
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
 

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
(continued) 
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P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN Built on a Rock (ELW 652) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8--2:10 
The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death. When 
the mother of Moses placed him in a basket in the Nile, the daughter of Pharaoh found 
him, adopted him, and raised him. Moses’ sister and mother also played crucial roles in 
this drama. 
 

L A reading from Exodus. 
 
8Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people, 
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10Come, let 
us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our 
enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11Therefore they set taskmasters 
over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and 
Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied 
and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyptians became 
ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives bitter with hard 
service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the 
tasks that they imposed on them. 
  15The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, 16“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them 
on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17But the 
midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let 
the boys live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why 
have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, 
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and 
give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20So God dealt well with the midwives; 
and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives feared 
God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that 
is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 
 
(continued) 



8 
 

 

 2:1Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three 
months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
on the bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to 
him. 
  5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring 
it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. 
“This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s 
mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will 
give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew 
up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him 
Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
 
Word of God, word of life.  

a Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 124 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 
Refrain 

 
1If the LORD had not been on our side, 
  let Israel now say; 
 2if the LORD had not been on our side, 
  when enemies rose up against us, 
 3then would they have swallowed us up alive 
  in their fierce anger toward us; 
 4then would the waters have overwhelmed us 
  and the torrent gone over us; 
 5then would the raging waters 
  have gone right over us. 
 6Blessed be the LORD 
  who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. R 
 
 7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; 
  the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 8Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. R 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live 
but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different 
forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the 
body of Christ. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
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1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, 
and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that 
Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus 
responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the 
very gates of Hades. 
 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY O Savior, Precious Savior (ELW 820) 
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CREED 
 

A With endless adoration and everlasting love, let us proclaim with the whole church 
what we believe. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

 
A Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as 
the living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both 
here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. 
Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish 
this wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, 
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders 
regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of 
peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your 
purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those 
who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care, especially. . . and 
those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A You call us into this community of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jacksonville, Florida. We, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in ourselves 
and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church 
for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A We pray for the St. Mark’s Ark Board, staff members, teachers, the Ark Advisory 
Committee, and all the children and families who have found nurture on this campus. 
Walk with them and us as we seek ways to revitalize and sustain this important witness 
in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A We pray for our nation and the world as we face uncertainties around covid-19. 
Protect the most vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 
workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Give us 
courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 
service, trusting that you abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people 
to joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our 
beloved dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

P Let us pray. 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, 
for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, 
and delivering the spirit of rebirth. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

a We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

 
P Your word is a lamp lighting our path, 
a mirror reflecting our selves, 
a shield providing us refuge, 
a fire burning for justice and truth. 
Your word is sweeter than honey: 
it nourishes our bodies like milk, 
it sustains your people like bread. 
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold. 
We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

a We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 

P Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy. 
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ, 
that heeding your voice of beauty and power 
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called. 
 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 

a we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  

P Amen. 

a Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596) 
 

 
DISMISSAL  

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. a Thanks be to God.  
 
VOLUNTARY Duke Street                                                           Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 
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Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Built on a Rock 

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872, tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937 alt. for ELW 

Music: DUKE STREET 

  

Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842 

 

Painting: The Finding of Moses 

By Lawrence Alma-Tadema - Artrenewal.org, Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=45075716 

 

We Have Escaped (Psalm refrain) 

Music: NÖEL NOUVELET French carol  

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

O Savior, Precious Savior 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 

Music: ANGEL’S STORY, Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929 

 

Salvation Belongs to Our God (Canticle of Thanksgiving) 

Text and music: Jeremy Young, b.1948. © Augsburg Fortress 

 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. for ELW  

Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Bartholomew, Apostle 
Monday, August 24, 2020 
Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Bartholomew's name 
is replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading many to believe that the two are 
different names for the same person. Little is known about his work, though some 
traditions place him later in India or Armenia. 
 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430 
Friday, August 28, 2020 
Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. A native of North 
Africa, he recovered from a debauched young adulthood through the influence of his 
mother, Monica, and Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological 
books, he served as bishop of Hippo, in present-day Algeria. 
 
Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400 
Friday, August 28, 2020 
Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was an Ethiopian who 
became a desert monk at Skete. The change in his heart and life had a profound impact 
on his native country. He was murdered when Berber bandits attacked his monastery. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
August 23, 2020 
LECTIONARY 21 
Who Is Jesus? 

“Who do you say that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). When Jesus asks us this question, how do we 
reply? Do we respond with Peter, proclaiming that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16)? We may respond in that way when we feel we have more faith 
than doubt. However, we don’t always feel so bold. Sometimes we might not have a clear 
answer when our Lord asks, “Who do you say that I am?” 

Our worship here today is one of the ways we learn about what Jesus does so that we 
might proclaim who Jesus is. 

Jesus . . . 
. . . meets us in the assembly gathered for worship and calls us to be united in his love. 
. . . meets us in baptismal waters, drowning our sin and making us new. 
. . . invites us to tell the truth about the ways we have sinned against God and each other. 
. . . responds to our confession with full and immediate pardon. 
. . . is the saving, calling, redeeming Word, coming to us in scripture reading, preaching, 
and song. 
. . . invites us to share what God has given us, calling us to offer our resources of money 
and time so that the church’s mission of genuine love may be extended. 
. . . feeds us with his own body. As we take Jesus into our bodies in the form of bread and 
wine, we become what we receive: the body of Christ. 
. . . blesses us, gives us his peace, and grants us courage to answer his question: “Who do 
you say that I am?” 
Having experienced Jesus in our worship, may we be so bold as to reply: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!” 
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