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Welcome to St. Mark’s 
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a 
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the 
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also 
have bulletins (pre-reader and reader) made especially for children.  
 
Holy Communion 
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in 
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has 
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in 
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through 
the drive up option. 
 
Worship 
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks.  The 
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. 

Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All,  
 
Singing and speaking 
Sotto voce is a musical term that literally translates as “under the voice.” Choral directors 
use this term when we don’t want our choirs to “over-sing” – often because a rehearsal is 
going to be very long, or we want them to conserve energy for more vocally demanding 
music to be sung later in the rehearsal. 
 
During this time of pandemic, worshipers are requested to sing and speak sotto voce, 
and to wear a mask that covers their mouth and nose.  
 
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our 
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original. Should you find that the words 
used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to 
say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive. 
 
Our Facility 
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for 
assistance. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. 
Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in 
situations having to do with church discipline. In 
today’s second reading, Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace 
and reconciliation. 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY  
Two Versets on “Morning Has Broken” (Bunessan)        settings, Richard Proulx  
 
 
At the sound of the courtyard bell, the assembly stands and faces the ministers.                                                                                                                   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

a Amen. 
(continued) 
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P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Reconciling God, 

a we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed.                                                                 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 
P Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 

a Amen. 
 
The assembly turns to face the font and follows the cross as it comes into the nave. The 
assembly is seated when the ministers sit. The assembly remains seated to sing the 
hymn. 
 
GATHERING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 
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GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

a And also with you. 
 
 
 



6 
 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

a Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of 
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to 
protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s 
supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb 
who delivers God’s people from sin and death. 

 
L A reading from Exodus. 
 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; 
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth 
day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat 
it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw 
or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You 
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
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12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 149 
The assembly sings the refrain 

 

a 

 
1Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
  God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
 2Let Israel rejoice in their maker; 
  let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 
 3Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; 
  let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 
 4For the LORD takes pleasure in the people 
  and adorns the poor with victory.  
 

a 
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5Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
  let them sing for joy on their beds. 
 6Let the praises of God be in their throat 
  and a two-edged sword in their hand, 
 7to wreak vengeance on the nations 
  and punishment on the peoples, 
 8to bind their kings in chains 
  and their nobles with links of iron, 
 9to inflict on them the judgment decreed; 
  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah! 
 

a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the 
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in 
light of the future God has in store for us. 

 
L A reading from Romans. 
 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.                                                (continued) 
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  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night 
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
   
Word of God, word of life. 

a Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly remains seated to sing the gospel acclamation and to hear the gospel 
reading. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

a  
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and 
the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when 
one member has sinned against another. 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
a (shouted) Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member 
of the church sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member 
listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 

 

P The gospel of the Lord.  

a (shouted) Praise to you, O Christ!  
 
 
SERMON                                                                                                    Pastor Daniel Locke 

 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
 
The assembly remains seated, singing sotto voce. 
HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 
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A As true disciples, let us proclaim with the whole church what we believe. 
 

A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 

A brief silence. 

A Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless 
the cooperative work of Jacksonville’s churches. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; 
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
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A Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have 
entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or 
pollution. We especially pray for the Florida panhandle, still recovering after hurricane 
Michael, and for those who suffered loss of life and property damage after hurricane 
Laura. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace 
and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, 
civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and 
those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the 
outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Hear our prayers for. . . 
and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our 
work. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A We give thanks for the ministry of St. Mark’s Ark and we pray for the Ark board, staff 
members, teachers, the Ark Advisory Committee, and all of the children and families 
who have found nurture on this campus. Walk with them and us as we seek ways to 
revitalize and sustain this important witness in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

A God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face live 
with covid-19. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick 
or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers and support 
staff, especially as their work caring for others puts them at greater risk. Guide our 
families, congregations, workplaces, and communities as we respond to this crisis. Give 
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us courage to show concern, and to help our neighbor in need, trusting that you abide 
with us always. Hear us, O God. 

a Your mercy is great. 

 
A We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, 
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

a hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 

a Amen. 
The assembly may stand. 
 
PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 
Christ.  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

a And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. Please refrain from shaking hands and hugging. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
A TIME FOR THANKSGIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 
An offering plate is placed near the baptismal font. Offerings may be placed there upon 
entering or leaving the nave. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. a Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  

P The Lord be with you. 

a And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

a We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

a It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
a 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

a  Christ has died. 
      Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

P Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen a Amen. 

 
P Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen a Amen. 
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P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

a Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

a Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. 
Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those 
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the 
presiding minister. Take a package of bread (do not open it until you are seated) and 
return to your seat by the outside aisle. We will consume the elements together. 
 
When all are seated 

P The body of Christ, given for you. a Amen. 

A The blood of Christ, shed for you. a Amen. 
All consume the communion elements at the same time. 
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The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

a Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.) 

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. 
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, 
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

a Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 a Amen. 
The assembly is seated for the hymn. 
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SENDING HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL  

A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

a Thanks be to God. 
 
As you depart, please be mindful of social distancing. Greet each other with waves and 
gently spoken words. Take your bulletin and bread wrapper with you and dispose of 
them at home. (Recycling your bulletin is encouraged!) Social conversation may take 
place on the church’s front lawn or in the courtyard, but please don’t block the 
entrances! 
 
VOLUNTARY  
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As We Gather at Your Table 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., b. 1944 © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. 

All rights reserved.  

Music: IN BABILONE, 1710 arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855-1932 

 

Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs (Canticle of Praise) 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Music: twenty-fourth, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842 

 

Oh, Sing to the Lord (Psalm refrain) 

Text: Brazilian folk song transcribed Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved 

Music: CANTAD AL SEÑOR,Brazilian folk tune 

 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (Gospel Acclamation) 

Text and music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense A-710600. All rights reserved. 

 

God, When Human Bonds are Broken 

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-710600. All 

rights reserved.  

Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889 

 

Blest Be the Tie that Binds 

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 

Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nägeli, 1773-1836 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day 
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them food 
and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 
September 6, 2020 
LECTIONARY 23 
 
Restoring Right Relationships 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus turns his attention to the community of believers. 
Matthew is the only gospel in which Jesus explicitly speaks about the church and 
therefore addresses some concerns of communal living. This week, Matthew provides a 
framework for responding to sin and conflict for the sake of restoration within a 
community. 
 
It is inevitable that in a relationship, a time comes when someone lets you down. They 
may disappoint you, fail to meet your expectations, hurt your feelings, disagree with you, 
misspeak, or break your trust. This happens in all relationships and in all places—the 
church is no exception. Although these actions can be unintentional, occasionally 
relationships are scarred by purposeful acts of betrayal, abuse, deception, and malice. In 
all cases, Jesus’ way acknowledges the reality of broken people and relationships, and 
recommends a path forward. 
 
It is common to seek revenge or try to get even with those who have hurt us. We expect 
them to be punished for the wrong they have done. What Jesus proposes here is a system 
not of retributive justice but of restorative justice. Instead of demanding vengeance, we 
can engage the other person in order to heal and repair the relationship and community. 
We are to try multiple times, involving the community as needed, to make amends. We 
are not to give up on the ones who do harm, but to offer opportunities for dialogue and 
healing. 
 
Jesus does not abandon sinners or the church filled with conflicted believers. He comes 
among them as they listen to each other and works to restore their relationships. We 
practice the work of restoration every week by sharing a sign of peace with one another. 
In each exchange of peace, Jesus comes among us to offer grace and forgiveness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor 
Tony Cruz, Cantor 
Hannah Bardin,  

Administrative Assistant 
(904)396-9608 

www.stmarksjax.org 
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