St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue Jacksonville, FL
Holy Communion + 16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 12, 2021

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling
block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the
scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only
on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Tune in D

David N. Johnson

The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
a Amen.
P Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Gracious God,
a have mercy on us.
We confess
that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry
and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things we have done
and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life
through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
P God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
a Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal! (ELW 805)
Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

LANCASHIRE
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
KYRIE

Continued on next page.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

7

continued
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 1:20-33
In these verses Wisdom is personified as a woman who invites all who will listen to
follow her. Though Wisdom offers her hand to those who scoff at her, they spurn all
such counsel. That they come to ruin is predictable. Those who find Wisdom, however,
find life.
L A reading from Proverbs.
20Wisdom

cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.
21At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
22“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
23Give heed to my reproof;
I will pour out my thoughts to you;
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I will make my words known to you.
I have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
25and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
26I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when panic strikes you,
27when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
28Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
29Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the LORD,
30would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
31therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
32For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
33but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
24Because

The word of God for the people of God.
a Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 19:7-12, 14
Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Music: Mark Sedio, b. 1954

The psalm refrain is introduced by the choir, then sung by all. The choir sings the
stanzas and the assembly sings the refrain as indicated by “R.”
Refrain

7The

teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. R
9The

fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R
11By

them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults. R
This psalm setting was composed
for the Association of Lutheran
Church Musicians Region 2
conference held at St. Mark’s in
2010.
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SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak
to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and
how we say it are to reflect our faith.
L A reading from James.
1Not

many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no
one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord
and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.
The word of God for the people of God.
a Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly sings “Alleluia” both times. The proper verse is sung by the choir.
a

c

Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for | the unrighteous,* in order
to [bring you] to God.
|

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the
first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the
Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have
to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by
connecting discipleship and the cross.
P The holy gospel according to Mark
a Glory to you, O Lord!
P 27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
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31Then

he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
After the reading:
P The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company

CRUCIFER
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The refrain is sung by all.
Stanza 1 – all
Stanza 2-treble clef voices Stanza 3-all
Stanza 4- bass clef voices
Stanza 5 -all
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CREED
A With all who follow Jesus, let us proclaim the faith we share.
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and
word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is
experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
A Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to
lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters.. Restore
forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
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A Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who
are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet the complex needs of others.
Provide care and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
A Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard
and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
A Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in
our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our
disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Caring God, you hear the prayers of your people. Hear the prayers of the people of St.
Mark’s for. . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts. <<pause>> Lord, in your
mercy,
a hear our prayer.
A Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you
thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace. Lord, in your mercy,
a hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
a Amen.
The assembly may stand.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social
distancing. The assembly is seated.

17

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering plate is located at the baptismal font. Tithes and offerings
may be placed there before and after the service.
MUSICAL OFFERING There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Bob Moore

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; there’s a kindness in
God’s justice, which is more than liberty. There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace
made good; there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heav’n; there is no
place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgments giv’n. There is plentiful redemption in
the blood that has been shed; there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head.
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind; and the heart of the
Eternal is most wonderfully kind. Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your
word, and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.
Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863

The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
a
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OFFERING PRAYER
A Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.

DIALOGUE

PREFACE
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P

20
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
a

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

a

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

a
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LORD’S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the
presiding minister. Receive the bread from the Pastor, then take a cup from the tray.
After communing, place your used cup in the receptacle provided.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
a
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COMMUNION HYMNS Gloria
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.

Sing the Latin or English text, or switch between the two.

Laudate Omnes Gentes
Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.
May be sung in Latin or English. Latin pronunciation: Lahoo-DAH-teh AWM-nehs GEN-tehs, lahoo-DAHteh DAW-mee-noohm. (Part singing is encouraged.)
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Raise a Song of Gladness
Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier
© 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.

The assembly sings as the table is cleared.
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The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one
with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
a Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
a Amen.
SENDING HYMN If God My Lord Be for Me (ELW 788)
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Richard Massie, 1880-1887
Music: English melody, 16th century
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

IST GOTT FÜR MICH
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY If God My Lord Be for Me (Ist Gott für mich)
setting, John Eggert
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing.
Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212.
(Kyrie; Canticle of Praise; Gospel Acclamation; Offering Hymn; Dialogue; Holy, Holy, Holy; Communion
Acclamation and Amen; Lamb of God; Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace
Cover art by Rachel Mumford, St. Mark’s member.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Trumpet Tune in D © 1963, 2003 Augsburg Fortress.
Lead On, O King Eternal Introduction by Jan Bender © 1979 Concordia Publishing House; Alternate
Accompaniment by Richard Hudson © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.
Lift High the Cross text by George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt; music by Sydney H. Nicholson.
Text and music © Hope Publishing Co.; Introduction by Robert A. Hobby © 2011 Hope Publishing Co.
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy arr. © 2016 Augsburg Fortress
Gloria, Laudate Omnes Gentes, Raise a Song of Gladness © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA
Publications, Inc.
If God My Lord Be For Me (hymn) arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
If God My Lord Be Fore Me (closing voluntary) © 2007 Concordia Publishing House
The above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
September 12, 2021
LECTIONARY 24
Who Are You?
“Who do people say that I am? . . . But who do you say that I am?” (Mark 8:27, 29).
Jesus’ questions to the disciples highlight a distinction between what society at large
recognizes about him, and what those closest to him know. From the outside, Jesus looks
to many people like an important prophet or great moral teacher at best; at worst, he is
an irrelevant rule-giver.
To those who know him, though, the answer is different. We who have been baptized
into his family and nourished with his body and blood, we who hear his voice in the
words of absolution and the promises of scripture, we who have felt his healing power
through the gift of the Holy Spirit know just a bit more. This Jesus of Nazareth is the
Messiah. Like Peter, even we who know the story may wish to reject the necessity of
Christ’s death. The words of the beloved Holy Week hymn echo deeply, “Oh, who am I
that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?” (ELW 343).
Who are you? You are a sinner in need of redemption, the one for whom Christ has died,
a beloved child of God, and a sibling of your Messiah. Jesus rebukes Peter not for Peter’s
compassion or desire for Jesus to avoid suffering, but because the compassion and desire
are misplaced. We need a Messiah—and we have one—precisely because we don’t need
any more prophets, moral teachers, or irrelevant rule-givers. We are sinners who need
forgiveness. We are broken people in need of healing. And we have found what we need
in Jesus, the Messiah. The world will always set its mind on human things; may the Holy
Spirit set your mind on divine things and continue to confirm in you the truth of Jesus
Christ, who was crucified, died, and raised on the third day for you.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also
have bulletins made especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through
the drive-up option.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or
expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for
assistance.
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Kathy VanOsdol, Vicar
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Sarah Martin, Office Administrator
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
(904)396-9608
www.stmarksjax.org
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