St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue Jacksonville, FL
Holy Communion + 16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 25, 2022
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom
we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we
avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from
the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY Around You, O Lord Jesus
See the text and tune at ELW 468, our offering hymn for the remainder of Ordinary Time.

setting, Stephen Gabrielsen

The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
a Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
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Most merciful God,
a we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

ELW 843
NETTLETON
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE This Is the Feast (See next page.)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace,
and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
In the year before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, when the siege had already begun, Jeremiah,
imprisoned in the king’s palace, purchased a piece of land. The purchase of the land is a sign of hope that
God will restore the people to life in the land after the exile.
L A reading from Jeremiah.
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah,
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2At that time the army of the king of Babylon
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that
was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3awhere King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him.
6Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 7Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going
to come to you and say, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by
purchase is yours.” 8Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in
accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the
land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I
knew that this was the word of the LORD.
(continued)
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And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to
him, seventeen shekels of silver. 10I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the
money on scales. 11Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions,
and the open copy; 12and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in
the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of
purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 13In
their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 14Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take
these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an
earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15For thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.
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The word of the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
The choir sings the refrain and it is repeated by all. The assembly sings the refrain and the stanzas in bold
font.

Refrain

Tone

You who dwell in the shelter of the | Most High,
who abide in the shadow of | the Almighty—
2you will say to the LORD, “My refuge | and my stronghold,
my God in whom I put | my trust.”
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For God will rescue you from the snare of | the hunter
and from the | deadly plague.
4God’s wings will cover you, and you will find ref- | uge beneath them;
God’s faithfulness will be your shield and | defense. R
3

You shall not fear any terror in | the night,
nor the arrow that | flies by day;
6nor the plague that stalks | in the darkness,
nor the sickness that lays waste | at noon.
14I will deliver those who cling | to me;
I will uphold them, because they | know my name.
15They will call me, and | I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue | and honor them.
16With long life will I | satisfy them,
and show them my | salvation. R
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SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His
priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.
L A reading from First Timothy.
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.
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(continued)
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But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of
lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,
19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may
take hold of the life that really is life.
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The word of the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
a

GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes
it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.
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P The holy gospel according to Luke.
a Glory to you, O Lord!
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would
come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he
is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has
been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can
cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for
I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of
torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’
30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’
31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
P The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Daniel Locke
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY When Our World Is Rent by Violence (See next page.)

ACS 1052
FORTUNATUS NEW
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CREED
A Let us proclaim the faith we share.
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to share.
God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats,
especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. God
of grace,
A hear our prayer.
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A Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those who
hold public office to act with compassion and discernment. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over
the stranger. Tend to those who look to you for help, especially. . . and those we name aloud or in
our hearts. <<pause>> Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
A Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this place,
especially the Festival Choir and St. Mark’s Ringers. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy angels
accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence. God of grace,
a hear our prayer.
P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
a Amen.
The assembly may stand.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or
similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social distancing. The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
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MUSICAL OFFERING I Lift My Eyes Up to the Hills
Thomas Keesecker
I lift my eyes up to the hills; where will my help come from? My help comes from the creator of heaven and earth. God will not let
you stumble, your protector will always be near. The God of Israel will not fall asleep. God will keep you from all harm; you will
rest in God’s shade. God will protect you, keep you safe, both night and day. God will keep you from evil, God will watch over you
all your life. The Lord will watch you wherever you go, both now and forevermore.
The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN Around You, O Lord Jesus (See next page.)

a

ELW 468
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OFFERING PRAYER
A Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
a Amen.

DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
P
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
A

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

a

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

a
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LORD’S PRAYER
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
Today’s communion hymns consist of choruses and refrains that, due to their repetitive nature, can be
easily learned – even if just the refrain. Feel free to carry your bulletin as you go to the altar. Singing in
this manner strengthens our understanding of the sacrament and reinforces the celebratory nature of
gathering around Christ’s table.
HYMN Come to the Table
Choose either part and sing it exclusively, or switch between the two.

ACS 961
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HYMN In the Singing

ELW 466
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HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast

The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
a Amen.

ELW 479
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
a Amen.
SENDING HYMN Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (See next page.)
Stanzas 1-4

ELW 719
WALTON
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY O God, Our Help in Ages Past (St. Anne)

Benjamin Culli
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PERMISSIONS
Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212.
Cover art by Rachel Mumford, St. Mark’s member.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Liturgy Accompaniments by Michael Burkhardt © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. Podcasted under
ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. SKU#AF2020119
Around You, O Lord Jesus (prelude) © 1994 Augsburg Fortress. Podcasted under ONELICENSE A710600. All rights reserved.
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW 843: text © 1987 Hope Publishing, Inc. Reprinted and
podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. The tune is in the public domain.
Introduction and alternate accompaniment by Hugo Gehrke © 1978Augsburg Fortress. Podcasted under
ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
Psalm 91:1-6, 16-14 refrain text from ELW, music traditional Scottish tuen . Psalm tone © 1971, 1991 St.
Meinrad Archabbey, Inc. All rights reserved. Covered under Creative Commons:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
When Our World Is Rent by Violence ACS1052: text © 2015 Hope Publishing, Inc. Reprinted/podcasted
under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved. Tune Fortunatus New © 1967 Concordia Publishing
House. Reprinted and podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468: text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted/podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
Come to the Table ACS 961text and music © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted/podcasted under
ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
In the Singing ELW 466: text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted/podcasted under
ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479: text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted and podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ELW 719: text and music are in the public domain.
O God, Our Help in Ages Past arr. © 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600.
All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Michael and All Angels
Thursday, September 29, 2022
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with the
other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical body.
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420
Friday, September 30, 2022
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and
Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day,
creating a version called the Vulgate.

25
GOSPEL MESSAGE
September 25, 2022
LECTIONARY 26
Optical Illusions
Have you ever seen one of those pictures that changes depending on how you look at it? Is it a
rabbit or a duck? Is it a vase or two faces looking at one another? A young woman or an old one?
Sometimes our first impression of something gets in the way of us seeing it another way.
In the parable Jesus tells today, there is a man with wealth and influence who has always seen his
life as a success. That success seems all the more pronounced in contrast to a poor, sick beggar
who is always hanging around the entrance to his house. But when the rich man dies, he realizes
that his life was actually the opposite of what he thought. It was not his possessions or status that
mattered; it was the justice and love he showed to others. When it came to those things, he was
far more impoverished and much sicker than the man he looked down on every day.
When we look at our own lives, it can be easy to get stuck in just one way of seeing them. If we
focus on worldly standards, we may judge ourselves as successes or failures in ways that are out
of touch with how God sees us. With this parable, Jesus calls us to new ways of looking at
ourselves. Where are we missing the opportunities right outside our front door to act with love
and justice for our siblings near and far?
In Christian worship, we gather to practice the way our lives and our world appear to God. We
lift up the cries that have gone unheard. We look at one another and ourselves through the
redemptive waters of baptism. We feed one another around the table that Christ sets for us all in
our common need. As witnesses to God’s truth, we send one another forth to shatter misguided
illusions in the world around us.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest
or as a long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome
to sit near the front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully
participate. We also have bulletins made especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in both
kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has been
prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in this bulletin.
See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through the drive-up option.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a new
comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our hymns and
liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that the words used for
God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are welcome to say/sing other
appropriate words which you find more inclusive or expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for assistance.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
Sarah Martin, Administrator
(904)396-9608
www.stmarksjax.org

