St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue Jacksonville, FL
Holy Communion + First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation,
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly
await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent
of Christ in word and supper.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel setting, Charles Callahan
The assembly stands at the sound of the courtyard bell.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
a Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
a in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
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P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722, tr. Sarah B. Findlater
Music: Swedish folk tune

HAF TRONES LMPA FÄRDIG
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
KYRIE
a

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
a
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1 Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that
our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.
2 As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your
light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.
O house of Jacob, come,
a let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.
a

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
a Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in
relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having
mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—
proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.
L A reading from Jeremiah.
14The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this
is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
The choir introduces the refrain and it is repeated by all. The assembly sings the refrain
and the stanzas in bold font.
Refrain

Tone

1To |

you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
5Lead

me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting. R
7Remember

not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness,
O LORD.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy,
and blessings for the people of this growing church.
L A reading from First Thessalonians.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
12
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all,
just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that
you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.
9

The word of the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly sings “Alleluia” both times. The proper verse is sung by the choir.

Cantor: Stand up and | raise your heads—* your redemption is | drawing near.
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that
fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay,
perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.
P The holy gospel according to Luke.
a Glory to you, O Lord!
P [Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People
will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,
35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
After the reading:
P The gospel of the Lord.
a Praise to you, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (ELW 436)
WACHET AUF

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Music: Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Please turn the page.
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CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
a We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn
for God’s presence.
The assembly kneels or is seated. A brief silence is kept.
A God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the
message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all
people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and
the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have
lovingly created. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
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A God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the
earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us,
O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who
await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life
transitions of every kind. Hear the prayers from our St. Mark’s community for. . .and
those we name aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
A God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural
disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other
relief organizations. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us
confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God.
a Your mercy is great.
P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
a Amen.
The assembly may stand.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen
Christ.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
a And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Please be mindful of those who are practicing social
distancing. The assembly is seated.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering plate is located at the baptismal font. Tithes and offerings
may be placed there before and after the service.
MUSICAL OFFERING Savior of the Nations, Come

setting, Nancy M. Raabe

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home. Marvel now, O heav’n and
earth: God has chosen such a birth.
Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of God, was the Word of God made flesh,
fruit of woman, blossom fresh.
From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads, out to vanquish death’s
command, back to reign at God’s right hand.
attr. Ambrose of Milan, Martin Luther
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The assembly stands.
OFFERING HYMN When a Star Is Shining (ACS 915)
a
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OFFERING PRAYER
A God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
a Amen.

DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
a

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
a Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
a Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
a Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
A Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Cantor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
a

The assembly is seated.
An usher will direct all those seated on the choir side of the nave first, followed by those
seated on the pulpit side. Please observe proper social distancing as you approach the
presiding minister. Receive the bread from the Pastor, then take a cup from the tray.
After communing, place your used cup in the receptacle provided.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
COMMUNION HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (ELW 241)
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676
Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662

WIE SOLL ICH DICH EMPFANGEN
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The assembly stands at the direction of the assisting minister.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
a Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION (When communion ministers are present.)
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
a Amen.
BLESSING
P The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
a Amen.
SENDING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (ELW 246)
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878

Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889

MERTON
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Christ is near.
a Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fanfare on “Helmsley” (Lo! He Comes with Clouds
Descending)
Karl Osterland
As you depart, please be mindful of all who may be practicing social distancing.
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Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004212.
(Kyrie; Canticle of Praise; Gospel Acclamation; Offering Hymn; Dialogue; Holy, Holy, Holy; Communion
Acclamation and Amen; Lamb of God; Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace
Cover art by Rachel Mumford, St. Mark’s member.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Kyrie music by Dinah Reindorf, b. c. 1927 © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress
We Are Waiting for Jesus (lighting the Advent wreath) Text and music by John Helgen, b. 1957 © 2013
Augsburg Fortress
Alleluia (gospel acclamation) music by Daniel E. Schwandt © 2017 Augsburg Fortress
When a Star Is Shining (offering hymn) Text by Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993; music by Bob Moore, b.
1962; Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Music © 2003 GIA Publications.
All the above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All Rights reserved.
Copyrighted portions of the hymns (text and/or music) reprinted/podcasted under ONELICENSE A710600. All rights reserved.
Rejoice, Rejoice Believers introduction and alternate accompaniment by David Cherwien © 1991 Augsburg
Fortress.
Oh Lord, How Shall I Meet You introduction and alternate accompaniment by Carlton R. Young © 2007
Augsburg Fortress.
The above reprinted and/or podcasted under ONELICENSE A-710600. All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Andrew, Apostle
Tuesday, November 30, 2021
The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others to
the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to
meet Jesus, and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which
Jesus fed thousands.
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552
Friday, December 3, 2021
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast
Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749
Saturday, December 4, 2021
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
November 28, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Expectant Waiting
A pastor once summarized the way God answers prayers
with three categories: yes, no, and not yet. To his young
audience, these categories made sense and served as a
simple way to think about their prayer life. But having
clear categories does not dismiss the fact that it is often
easier to receive the answer “yes” or “no,” compared to the
answer “not yet.” After all, the answer “not yet” often
involves waiting. And waiting can be exhausting!
Whether it be waiting for a medical diagnosis, longing for
healing in a relationship, expecting a child, or enduring
another situation beyond our complete control, it can be
challenging to be patient, accept the unknown, and trust God’s promises in the
meantime.
This is a reality Jesus understood, and one that is at the heart of his parable of the fig
tree in today’s reading. The early believers needed encouragement as they waited for the
coming of the Lord. Patience, endurance, and trust did not come any easier to them than
they do to many of us today. Yet that is precisely what followers of Christ are invited to
do during the season of Advent: to remain prayerful and expectant as they await the
birth of Jesus.
Perhaps that is why Jesus gives his followers something to do in their waiting. Jesus’
words urge us to be on the lookout for signs of God’s kingdom, even as we await the
fulfillment of God’s promises in the future. The sign you see may be a neighbor helping
another in need, a child growing and thriving, or a card received from a friend. God’s
promise is that even as we wait for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, it is drawing near—
and is, in fact, already among us.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s
We are happy that you are here today, whether it is your first visit as our guest or as a
long-time member. Children are welcome in worship! You are welcome to sit near the
front where your children can see all of the activity and more fully participate. We also
have bulletins made especially for children.
Holy Communion
All who come seeking Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s table. Communion is received in
both kinds today. Please know that your portion of bread includes a drop of wine that has
been prepared in advance. Further instructions are included at the appropriate spot in
this bulletin. See our website for instructions if you plan to receive communion through
the drive-up option.
Worship
“ELW” refers to “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” – the red hymnal in the pew racks. The
assembly reads the parts of the liturgy in bold font. “ACS” refers to “All Creation Sings” a
new comprehensive song and prayer collection to supplement “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship.”
Worship folder key: P=Pastor, L=Lector/Lay Reader, A=Assisting Minister, a=All
Inclusive language: Copyright laws prohibit us from printing any language in our
hymns and liturgies other that what is in the original manuscript. Should you find that
the words used for God, or for humans, are restrictive and hinder your worship, you are
welcome to say/sing other appropriate words which you find more inclusive or
expansive.
Our Facility
Restrooms are located in the gym. Signs point the way, but feel free to ask an usher for
assistance.
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Kathy VanOsdol, Vicar
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Sarah Martin, Office Administrator
Tiffany Bell, Director, St. Mark’s Ark
(904)396-9608
www.stmarksjax.org

