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White Lines on the Highway
Pastor Thomas S. Hanson
Do you know what I really love about this country? White lines.
You know, the white lines they paint on highways to separate the
lanes of traffic.
You might think I am joking, but I’m not. Just think what this
country would be like without those white lines. What if those who
ruled the road were the ones with the biggest or toughest vehicles?
No thank you. I’ll take white lines.
The white lines symbolize what makes our freedoms, liberties,
and justice possible — boundaries. Boundaries keep the powerful
from crushing the weak, and from one side forcing itself and its ideas
on another.
Boundaries are exactly what Jefferson, Franklin, and Adams were
talking about when they wrote the Declaration of Independence in the
hot summer of 1776:
“That to secure these rights [of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness], Governments are ins tuted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed.”
For them, and for the others involved in the Revolution, King
George had crossed the boundary when he imposed laws and taxes
without the consent of the people. “The king just can’t rule any way he
pleases,” they said. “No taxation without representation!” was one of
the mottos of the Revolution. “There must be boundaries to the king’s
authority.”
Ten years after the Declaration of Independence, the Founders
stated clearly that they “ordained and established” the Constitution for
the United States of America as the supreme law of the land. They
believed that it was by setting boundaries and laws, that the
Constitution would “form a more perfect union, establish justice … and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.”
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From the consent of the governed
The Constitution guarantees that is not power or wealth, race or
gender that “secure the blessing of liberty.” Just the white lines on the
road keep the bullies, the powerful, and the crazies from forcing their
will on us. It is the boundaries of the Constitution that protect the weak
from the strong and the poor from the rich that guarantee “Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.” Most importantly, the founders believed
that the Constitution guarantees that it is from the individual citizens
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that the government derives its authority and not the other way around. And we dare not cross that
boundary for any reason.
Jefferson was very clear about that in the Declaration of Independence and many other places
in his writings. This is the very same conviction that Abraham Lincoln held in the Gettysburg address
in 1863:
“…we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this na on under God
shall have a new birth of freedom, and that a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people shall not perish from the earth.”
It is the paper boundary of law and the authority of the people that keep us free and nothing else
— not wealth, military, or political power.
It is Law, as set forth in the Constitution, that keeps us from becoming a dictatorship, a military
junta, or a fascist state. It is the Constitution that keeps us from breaking boundaries and getting
involved in each other’s freedoms to think, act, and do without fear of the government, political
parties, or individuals telling us what we can think and what we can and cannot do.
We have the right to hold our own opinions and ideas but we cannot and must not cross the
boundary to impose those opinions or ideas on another. We have the right to gain and keep money
and property, but we cannot and must not cross the boundary to use our wealth to control the lives of
others or the government. We have the right to be powerful and influential, but we cannot and must
not cross the boundary to force our will on another without their consent. This goes for individuals,
political parties, as well as for the government.
Beyond boundaries
“Whose face is on the coin?” Jesus asked those who had come to test his allegiance to state
and God. “Is it right for a Jew to pay taxes to the Roman government?” they had asked. They wanted
a yes or no answer.
For a true-believer, everything is yes or no, this or that, with us or against us. If Jesus had said,
“Yes, pay your taxes to Rome,” the Jews would have been up in arms. “What! Pay taxes to the
nation that suppresses us? Never.” But if Jesus had said, “No, Jews should not pay taxes,” the
Roman officials would have been on him in a moment. It was the law of the land to pay taxes and it
was not up to the individual to decide to pay or not.
Jesus said, “Let me see the coin. Whose face is engraved upon it?” And they said, “The
emperor’s.”
“Well then,” Jesus said, “The boundaries are very clear, pay to the emperor what belongs to the
emperor and give to God what belongs to God.” Jesus turned the question inside out. It was no
longer about power or authority, or one side over another.
You and I believe we are the children of a God who created the universe from nothing. We
believe God lovingly shaped us from the dust and water of this planet and breathed his breath of life
into us. We believe “God so loved that world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life.” We believe that Jesus always chose the weak and the poor over
the strong and wealthy. We remember that before his birth, his mother sang that God “lifts up the
lowly and sends the rich away empty.”
God drew the boundaries of the heavens and the earth, the waters and the land. He drew the
boundaries of what belongs to him and what cannot be given or taken away by the king, emperor, or
any other government. Jefferson, Adams, and Franklin knew that, too, when they wrote:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.”
God drew the boundaries of what it means to belong to him. And we give thanks to God and to our
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forbearers of the United States of America.

A Message from Your Council President

Friends in Christ,
Summer is here! I have to confess that I am not a fan of Florida’s summers. The temperatures are hot,
the humidity is thick, and there are too many unnamed storms lurking out there. However the grilling is
great and I enjoy the chance to get out and spend time with family and friends. There is always
something happening. St. Mark’s definitely does not take to heart the idea of “lazy summer days” either.
July will be exciting as we enjoy time together, doing His work.
We have the privilege once again of hosting homeless families for Family Promise. This is a wonderful
opportunity to help those less fortunate who are working to better themselves and their situations. “It's
simply astounding to see what happens when compassionate volunteers work together to help their
neighbors in need. Families become empowered, and communities are transformed.” (Karen Olson,
Founder and President, Family Promise) Please consider helping in this courageous effort. Contact
Lynn Doiron for more information
In mid-July, our youth will be traveling to New Orleans to participate in the 2012 Youth Gathering.
30,000+ Lutheran kids will descend on the city for a week of worship, Bible study, community service,
and fun. Please keep them in your prayers, as well as their chaperones, Bridget and Gary Pudimat.
Finally, Vacation Bible School is almost upon us. For one week in August we will host kids from St.
Mark’s as well as from the Ark and the community. If you are interested in helping this wonderful
outreach program, please call Jane Daugherty or Lynette Weber. Come connect with our little people.
Thank you for all you do!
Yours in Christ,
Sue

Men In Mission Minutes
We had another successful day at Men in Mission with Pastor Tom giving the blessing followed by
breakfast prepared by Bill Daugherty and Fred Schaible. Joining us for breakfast were Pete Armstrong
and Al Thrun.
Following devotions, Eric and Gina Olson replaced air filters throughout the Ark and church as needed.
Robert Brown, Aaron Brown, Leighton Brown and Bob Wofford replaced fluorescent bulbs and cleaned
the ceiling in the Music suite. Carl Moser and Bill Rust helped repair the center post on the Music Suite
door. Paige Sohacki and Aaron Brown installed the VBS sign at the front of the church. Also a paper
towel dispenser was installed in an Ark room. Russ Snyder and Mike Swart cleaned the courtyard of
leaves and debris.
Thank you to all for a successful Men in Mission. Our next Men in Mission will be on August 4th.
3

-Ken Sohacki

THE STEWING POT--- JULY 2012
Thoughts for the times we live in:
YOU SAY

GOD SAYS

BIBLE VERSES

It's impossible

All things are possible

(Luke 18:27)

I'm too tired

I will give you rest

(Matthew 11:28-30)

Nobody really loves me

I love you

(John 3:16 & John 3:34 )

I can't go on

My grace is sufficient

(II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15)

Uncle Stew
Q: How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb?
A: Thirteen – one to change the bulb and 12 to sit around talking about how much they miss the old bulb.

A Message from the Ark

Summer at the Ark is fun filled. 20 of our Bears took swim lessons at the YMCA. Many of our
swimmers started the eight day series with some reservations. Before the first week was done,
they were jumping in the pool before the instructors were ready. Marshall, Carol Harden’s
grandson, smiled all the way through the lessons. I can’t believe that he did not drink half the pool.
His mouth was open the whole time. By the end of day eight, the children had made so much
progress and learned about water safety, how to get in and out of a boat, what happens when a boat
capsizes, how to put on a life jacket, what to do if a friend is drowning.
This part of our outreach makes sure that we have children in the community that know how to be
safe around water. We live in a state that has water on three sides and up the middle. Florida
unfortunately has far too many children that are unfamiliar with water safety and swimming. At
the Ark, we try to make sure our students will always be prepared.
The Ark educates the whole child. Have a super, safe summer!
God’s peace,
Patrice Roux-Neal
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Women of the ELCA News:
We need fabric!
Please start saving your fabric scraps for our new Quilting Group!
Sue Rust would love to hear from you if you are interested in joining a Lutheran World
Relief Quilting Group in August. Please contact her at 739-1234.
Women of the ELCA Notes:
Deborah Circle will meet for lunch on July 10 at 11:00 am at the Old Florida Cafe,
which is inside the Avonlea Antique Mall on Phillips Highway at Baymeadows. Please
respond to Sharon Feingold if you will be attending at 398-5535.
Deborah Circle will be in charge of altar flower delivery for July.
Priscilla Circle enjoyed a June lunch at Toscana's Italian Restaurant. There will be no
Priscilla Circle meeting in July.
Rebecca Circle's summer social will be at River City Brewing Company on July 14th at
11:30 am.
Rebecca Circle will be sponsoring 2 children for Vacation Bible School.

A FIRESIDE CHAT - 2012 VBS

All are encouraged to register NOW to wrap up the summer with Fun as BIG as the Great Outdoors!
St. Mark's Lutheran Church is sponsoring a National Park Vacation Bible School
August 6--10 from 9:00 a.m. through 12:00 noon
Saturday, August 11 will feature the related production of "The Lost Boy"
Sunday, August 12, worship at 9:30 with VBS music selections
Ages 4 through Middle School
$15 per person; $35 family maximum
Registration forms are available via the website at www.stmarksjax.org or on the table in the Narthex.
Everyone can be involved by loaning us related decorations (see the list in the narthex). These are being
collected in the Conference Room until we decorate the church on July 22nd and 29th. Teacher training will
take place July 22nd and 29th, as well.
Our Planning Team meeting will be on July 1st immediately following the morning service in the Library. Please
plan to attend.
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Tea & Tales Book Group
Thurs., July 19, 2012 at
2:00 PM in Hart Hall

WHAT COUNTRY DID YOUR ANCESTORS COME FROM?
Do you have family stories of the journey your ancestors made to reach America?
Do you know why they left, or who/what was left behind in the “old country”? St.
Mark’s book club, “Tea and Tales” will focus on immigrant literature over our next
six meetings. On July 19th we will share family stories and select a book to read on
this theme “Immigrant Literature,” which covers many genres: novels, poetry,
memoirs, biography, and history.
As migrants move to a new land, they bring with them their native languages,
cultures, dreams of success, and fears of the unknown. These themes and others, such
as a focus on the sense of rootlessness and the search for identity, which can result
from displacement and cultural diversity, will enter into our discussions.
A lists of suggested titles (all available from the public library system) will be
provided at the next meeting. For example, if you are of Norwegian ancestry and
have never read the classic Giants in the Earth by Ole Rolvaag, this is the time to do
it, or if you missed Barbara Kingsolver’s The Bean Tree when it was first published
you might choose to read it. The choice is yours.
-Marjorie Broward

Asking for Backpacks for a Cause

We will be collecting school supplies for St. John’s Lutheran for the entire month of July. In the
past, St. John’s has been most appreciative of our efforts, so let’s do a great job again this year.
We will also accept checks or cash. Please write checks to St. Mark’s with a note in the memo line
that it’s for St. John’s school supplies. Checks can be put in the collection plate. A collection box
for supplies will be in Hart Hall. Direct any questions to Pete Armstrong, Sharon Feingold, Carl
Moser or Pastor Hanson.
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VBS Teacher
and
Teacher Assistant Training

CONTINUED GIVING FOR
THE 2012 SUMMER
Many thanks to those members that give a consistent amount each week or month. Your consistency has provided the financial means to make
our missions possible. Will you be away for the
summer months? Consider setting up easy
recurring gifts while you are on vacation. Most
banks and credit unions will set up a recurring
check payment (for free) so you can support St.
Mark’s and still enjoy your time away. Another option that several members use is the no-fee Simply
Giving program, with payments available on the 1st,
15th or every Friday of the month. You don’t need
to put a 45 cent stamp on your offering envelope
when you continue to support St Mark’s in these
ways. Contact Larry or Rose Tallman to help you
before you take that really cool summer trip.

Please join us for VBS 2012 Training Session on
either Sunday, July 22, or Sunday, July 29, after
worship. You are welcome to bring a spouse or
friend. Please RSVP to Jane Daugherty at 737-3218
or cjanedaugherty@att.net
You only need to attend one session, whichever is
most convenient for you! We will serve a light
brunch to keep your stomachs from growling like
the bears at VBS National Park!!

The Drip Line
Thank you all for your recent efforts at the blood
drive at the church! A total of 15 pints of blood
were obtained. You deserve a rest! Take a few
weeks off and enjoy the summer. Our next blood
drive at the church will be on Sunday, August 12,
2012 to wind down the summer fun. See you
there! Jan

Reading the Bible each day helps keep the
devil at bay.
-Wendi Orr

Memorials
A memorial gift was given to the Youth of
St. Mark’s by Larry and Rose Tallman in
memory of Larry’s aunt, Ruth Weichbrodt.

St. Marks will join other volunteers from the
Jacksonville area both Saturday, July 21st and July
28th at the Second Harvest Food Bank, 1502
Jessie Street (32206) from 9:00 A.M. to Noon for a
Summer workday. Please RSVP Karl Stupski,
Volunteer Coordinator at 737-0871 by Wednesday
evening , July 18th or July 25th, respectively, so we
can provide the Food Bank with an idea of our
participation. Please note that the Matthews
Bridge is still being painted, is susceptible to weekend closures.

A memorial gift was given by Clara Echerer
in memory of Viki Grzelinski.
A memorial gift was given by Bill and Jane
Daugherty in memory of Viki Grzelinski.
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REMINDERS FROM

July Birthdays

THE OFFICE
If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or email address changes at any time, please notify the church
office so the records can be accurate and your corrections
published in the Messenger, as well as the directory.

St. Mark's Wishes a Happy Birthday to:
Ruth Voss

July 4

Barbara Brown

July 5

Ira Leda Lane

July 7

Note: Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is
not in the church database. Let the Church office know of
any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their
special days. Thanks!

Steve Hicks

July 8

Calendar Items

Ginger Hudson

July 8

Jane Kilby

July 10

Jane Daugherty

July 11

Angie Hilken

July 11

Jeanette Snyder

July 11

Lisa App

July 12

Jason Huth

July 13

Joan Snyder

July 15

Kevin Requet

July 16

Gary Pudimat

July 17

David Swan

July 18

Bill Guilford

July 21

Alan Ainsley

July 22

Jenny Hicks

July 23

Nicholas Snyder

July 23

Marie Friedsam

July 24

St. Mark's Wishes a

Mark Bryant

July 25

Happy Anniversary

Jeff Zeigler

July 25

Marjorie Broward

July 28

Tara O’Rourke

July 29

Punkie VanAs

July 30

John and Mary Cox

July 2, 1983

Kristin Berglund

July 31

Al and Nancy Thrun

July 2, 1966

Jack Moore

July 31

Mary Lou Weidenmier

July 31

Larry and Rose Tallman

July 11, 1970

Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by
Wednesday. Items to be included in the monthly
Messenger must be submitted by the 15th of each month.
Please keep messages brief. All articles, messages,
calendar info, etc. are subject to approval and may be
reformatted at the sole discretion of the church
administrator.
Submit all info. to Wendi Orr at (904) 396-9608 or
stmarksadmin@stmark.comcastbiz.net.

to the following couples:
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July 2012
Sun

Mon

1
9:30 Worship/N
10:30 BP Screening/C
10:30 VBS Team/L

2
7:00 Volleyball/FH

8
9:30 Worship/N
10:30 BP Screening/C
10:30 Nourish Meeting/
N

Tue

Wed

3
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 JAX Community
Band/FH

4

9
7:00 Volleyball/FH

10
11:00 Deborah Circle/
Old Florida Café
(Avonlea Antique Mall)
5:15 Meditation/N
7:30 JAX Community
Band/FH

16
6:30 Finance Team/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

17
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 JAX Community
Band/FH

Independence Day

Thu

Fri

Sat

5
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

6

7
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

11
10:30 Pastor's Bible
Study/TBD

12
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:30 Property
Team/SM

13

14
11:30 Rebecca
Circle/River City
Brewing Company

18
10:30 Pastor's Bible
Study/CR
5:30 Bells Rehearsal
6:30 Bring Your Own
Dinner
7:00 Choir Rehearsal

19
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
2:00 Tea & Tales
Book Group/HH
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

20

21
9:00 Second Harvest
Workday/Second
Harvest Food Bank
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship Service/N

26
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

27

28
9:00 Second Harvest
Workday/Second
Harvest Food Bank

Church and St. Mark’s
Ark Closed

Family Promise Host
Week
15
9:30 Worship/N
10:30 BP Screening/C
Messenger Submission
Deadline

Youth Gathering Trip

22
9:30 Worship/N
10:30 BP Screening/C
10:30 VBS Teacher &
Helper Training Brunch/
FH
10:30 Decorating for
VBS

23
6:30 Congregational
Council/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

24
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Jacksonville
Community Band/FH

29
9:30 Worship/N
10:30 BP Screening/C
10:30 VBS Teacher &
Helper Training Brunch/
FH
10:30 Decorating for
VBS

30
7:00 Volleyball/FH

31
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Jacksonville
Community Band/FH

25
10:30 Pastor's Bible
Study/CR
5:30 Bells Rehearsal
6:30 Bring Your Own
Dinner
7:00 Choir Rehearsal
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Worship Assistant Schedule
Date/Service Time

Assisting Minister

Lector

Server

Altar Guild

Sunday, July 1

9:30 AM

Carl Moser

Al Voss

Jack Hudson

Mary Cusick &
Camille Cassella

Saturday, July 7

5:30 PM

Larry Tallman

Larry Tallman

Sunday , July 8

9:30 AM

Jane Kilby

Gary Pudimat

Al Voss

Youth Gathering Send-oﬀ
Sunday, July 15
9:30 AM
Saturday, July 21 5:30 PM

Ron Eckels

Youth Representative

Youth Representative

Justin Vogel

Justin Vogel

Mary Cusick &
Camille Cassella
Renee Roath &
Marieanne Prokop

Sunday, July 22

Cynthia Syverson

Al Voss

Carol Daraskevich

Mary Cusick &
Camille Cassella

Youth Return & Welcome
Sunday, July 29 9:30 AM

Larry Tallman

Youth Representative

Youth Representative

Mary Cusick &
Camille Cassella

Date/Service Time

Order of St. John

Ushers

Fellowship

Altar Flowers/Festival

Sunday, July 1

9:30 AM

A/S Grace Maszy
C/S Gina Olson

Ken & Cindy Sohacki

Al & Ruth Voss

Al & Nancy Thrun

Saturday, July 7

5:30 PM

Sunday , July 8

9:30 AM

Mary Jo Marjenhoff &
Irene Laffe
Ken & Cindy Sohacki

Al & Ruth Voss

Marvin & Aubrie Brown

Ken & Cindy Sohacki

The Jorn Family

Steve & Jenny Hicks

9:30 AM

A/S Nolan Pudimat
C/S Paige Sohacki

Renee Roath &
Marieanne Prokop
Mary Cusick &
Camille Cassella

Youth Gathering Send-oﬀ
Sunday, July 15
9:30 AM
Saturday, July 21 5:30 PM

A/S Miora Rambeloarisoa
C/S Jordan Pudimat

Sunday, July 22

9:30 AM

A/S Marshall Bastien
C/S Amelia Jorn

Ken & Cindy Sohacki

Dennis &Lynn
Doiron

Neill & Francine Baker

Youth Return & Welcome
Sunday, July 29 9:30 AM

A/S Peyton Harkrider
C/S AJ Harkrider

Ken & Cindy Sohacki

Margo Phillips &
Phyllis Green

Bill & Punkie VanAs

Connie Logan &
Camille Cassella

WELCOME OUR NEWEST ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome three new members to the Altar Guild...Camille
Cassella, Rachael Mumford and Renee Roath. It is the privilege of the altar guild to
help care for this unique place built and dedicated to the honor and glory of God.

Tony's Musical Notes
Where In the World Was Tony?
Tony Cruz recently attended the biennial conference of Region 2 of the Association of Lutheran Church
Musicians in Austin, Texas. Read more and see pictures at:
http://www.smljax.blogspot.com/2012/06/alcm-region-2-conference-in-austin.html.
10

11

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Hanson
904-396-9608 x 14
Email: hansonts@comcast.net
Dir. of Ministry Administration & Volunteers:
Wendi Orr
904-396-9608
StMarksAdmin@StMark.comcastbiz.net
Director of Music Ministry: Tony Cruz
904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net

ST. MARK'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS

Comptroller: Larry Tallman
Email: thetallguys@att.net

President.............................Sue Carter
Vice-President......................Gary Pudimat

Financial Secretary: Rose Tallman
Email: rktallman@att.net

Secretary.............................Patricia Kendrick
Treasurer.............................Ted Carter

12

