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On the evening of my high school prom, six of us went to dinner after
the dance. We arrived at our chosen restaurant, only to find 3 steps
before the door. In tux and gown, my date and I were led to the
“wheelchair door”, which was a dark back entrance flanked by
dumpsters. As we wiped the drainage grunge off our shoes, I
remember telling the waiter that accessibility is more than a flat
entrance – it is a state of being – an identity of hospitality.
Flash forward 35 years, and I am now able to enter St. Marks through
the front door, together with my family. The change made is far greater
than a ramp and automatic door – it is a statement of hospitality. Such
is the powerful effect of accessibility, for the action pronounces that
each person is fully invited into God’s house.
As part of an inviting congregation, we can apply this message in many
different ways. Developing accessibility requires three basic questions:
What are the special needs that people have; What are the barriers
that keep them away: How do we remove the barriers and become
accessible. Regarding the first question, we know the basic needs of
people - belonging, forgiveness, relief from pain and sorrow, joy,
meaning in life, and the other yearnings that find rest in the Gospel
message. As for barriers, you have to think deeper, but the Gospel
addresses them as well. Past experiences that keep someone away,
getting caught up in life’s “trappings”, forgetting how amazing grace
really is, or simply being separated for lack of a ride to get here. As
the Christian community, our calling is not simply to wait for people to
show up, but to venture out into the unknown places and shine a light
into their darkness. Our blessing is to look for those who feel
separated (you needn’t look far), and help them regain the hope that is
the Gospel message. This is the answer to the third of those questions.
It may take some effort and courage, but it mostly begins with love and
creativity. Find someone in need, talk with them about the barriers
they face, and then “welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you.” (Romans 15:7).
1

Tony's Musical Notes
Bible camp. Those two words should bring back lots of memories: canoeing across a lake, hikes through
the woods (and checking for wood ticks after), and hot dogs cooked over an open fire, and bible study. Do
you know what I remember the most? Singing around the campfire!
Our song leader was Dale Knapton and each night we’d gather at the edge of Lake Lundgren in northern
Wisconsin to sing while he played his guitar. Songs that come to mind are “Pass it On,” “They’ll Know
We Are Christians By Our Love,” and “I’ve Been Redeemed.” As I remember it, everyone happily
participated in the singing without self-conscious abandon.
According to a recent article from The Atlantic, there was a time when singing together was a distinctive
mark of American communities, a mark that has all but disappeared save the exception of “Take Me Out
To the Ballgame” in sports stadiums.
The article recalls “Get America Singing Again” – a program by the National Association for Music
Education that was developed in the 1990’s. They sought to identify a common repertoire and published a
book so everybody could sing the songs. The collection had 88 songs and, probably not surprisingly, the
top 20 contained 7 songs that could be said to be religious such as “Down By the Riverside,” “He’s Got
the Whole World in His Hands,” and “Let There Be Peace On Earth.”
The Atlantic article claims that singing makes the bonds of community stronger and asserts, “In these
divided times as much as ever, we need to do some singing and feeling together, united as both citizens
and amateurs.” The author says that we need to sing the blues and spirituals during times of national
mourning to promote healing.
Singing together has long been a mark of the Christian community and a renewed emphasis on
congregational singing was an important mark of the Reformation. Time and again we are told to lift our
voices, sing a new song, and cry out to God. In our services we sing as a community, not just to promote a
sense of closeness, but to honor and praise our God. Our hymns teach scripture and theology,
simultaneously giving us language to speak about our faith.
Our summer choir program begins June 22nd. All are invited to join the choir in the music suite at 9:30 to
rehearse any service music and to learn an easy piece of music to be sung during the offering. All ages
and musical abilities are welcome! Please come and sing with us!
Do you want to read the article from The Atlantic? Find it at this link: http://www.theatlantic.com/
entertainment/archive/2012/03/how-communal-singing-disappeared-from-american-life/255094/

We hold our Contemporary/Casual Worship services
every 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. Our June
services will take place
Saturday, June 7th & 21st at 5:30 PM in the Nave.
Please join us and bring a friend.
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A Message from The Ark
Everyone at St. Mark’s Lutheran knows that the Ark has an annual Spring Program and that the children put on an adorable
show. You also know that we have been a successful outreach of the church for many years. I would like to share a few things
that I bet you don’t know about the Ark and hopefully inspire you to join in and continue this wonderful mission.
Jenny Hicks pounded the pavement to get almost all of the items auctioned off that night. Rosemary Madden was one of our
cashiers. Jane Daugherty directed the production. Ron Eckels, Marylou Eckels, Mark Eckels Margaret Janz, Leslie Allen, Mary
Mittelstadt, Loree Mueller, Rose Tallman, are church members that gave their time in the kitchen. Bob Wofford pulled out our
risers. Darryl and Patricia Kendrick served wine and beer that evening and may have been the most popular church members
that night. Many other people joined in to help make the evening a success, but I thought you should know that our church
really stepped up.
Did you know that at the 11o’clock Easter service there were 14 people that were current or past families of the Ark. There
were graduates, staff, parents, grandparents and me. That number doesn’t even include Pastor, Tony or past/present board
members.
I bet you did not know that our teacher retention is unusually high. We have teachers who have been here for years. Much of
our staff has been at the Ark for 5 or more years. Several have been here over 10 years and Cathy has been here over 20.
This is an accomplishment because none of the staff are making a lot of money and often they could go to a corporate run
center and make more. This speaks volumes about our focus on our mission.
Much of the sound equipment on campus belongs to the Ark.
Our children are some of the best behaved at VBS. Our staff are there to help the volunteers during the week.
We have served many church children and grandchildren. Even Pastor’s grandchildren spent a few days with us during their
time in Florida. This fall we will have two grandchildren in our program.
I bet you did not know that in addition to our regular monetary giving of over $4000, we give to the church in other ways as well.
In past years the Ark has bought 8 foot tables. In fact the first ones on this campus were bought by St. Mark’s Ark. I bet you
also did not know that several have gone missing over the past couple of years and it is our hope that if you borrowed a table
for a party or family cookout, you make sure it is returned.
The ice machine in the church kitchen was purchased by the Ark. The Ark did the research and bought it as a gift. It is smaller
than the last two ice machines but it came from Pastor Hanson’s home town and has been a good addition to the kitchen.
This year we had a family that could not afford to come to the spring program. Wendi Orr wrote a check and helped the family
attend. Sue Ashby, Mark Eckels, Leslie Allen, Pastor and Sue, Ron and Marylou Eckels have made donations to our
scholarship fund this year. Al and Ruth Voss donate snacks for our little ones. St. Mark’s Lutheran has given time, money and
support.
At the Ark, children are not only exposed to God’s love, they learn Spanish, chess, pre-reading skills, math skills, swimming,
dance, music and social skills. This year we have added the “CATCH” program. This program teaches good health through
exercise and food choices. We have a great reputation in the community and with your help; we will continue to grow and serve
God’s little lambs.
God’s Peace,
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Patrice Roux-Neal

THE STEWING POT --- JUNE---2014
Summer is upon us. Have a happy and safe time in all your activities.
Please remember that your church is here for you year round. Please contact Rose
Tallman, our Financial Secretary, should you need a refresher on your Thankfulness statement.
•

•

Mary Lou Weidenmier is kind enough to share Psalms 61:1-2 with us: “Hear my cry O God; listen to my
prayer! In despair and far from home I call to you!”

•

A thought from Ephesians 5:1-2:”Your life must be controlled by love, just as Christ loved us and gave his
life for us as a sweet smelling offering and sacrifice that pleases God.”

•

A thought on Original Sin: Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent and the serpent did not have a leg
to stand on…. Be safe, Uncle Stew

THE DRIP LINE--JUNE---2014
St. Marks will join other volunteers from the
Jacksonville area Saturday June 28, at the
Nourishment Network (formerly Second Harvest
Food Bank), 1502 Jessie Street (32206) from
9:00 A.M. to Noon for a summer workday. Please
RSVP Karl Stupski, Volunteer Coordinator at 7370871 by Tuesday evening June 24, so we can
provide the Food Bank with an idea of our
participation.

The next blood drive at Saint Mark’s will occur on
June 1, 2014 beginning at 8 a.m. Please consider participating in this life saving event. Be healthy, bring
two pieces of identification with you and a friend to
donate! Perhaps your donation may assist someone
you know in the future. Thank you and see you
there! Jan

Ahoy Mateys!
The plans for St. Mark’s Treasure Island VBS on August 4-8, 2014 are really shaping up.
VBS will be from 9:00 – noon for ages 4 through Middle School. Once again, we would love
to have everyone involved by lending any tropical decora&ons you might have (no pirates
please). A “Lending List” is available, along with Registra&on forms in the Narthex.
Registra&on informa&on is also available online at stmarksjax.org or in the church oﬃce.
For those who like to plan way ahead, we will need all teachers and assistants to a3end one of the two training
sessions to be held a4er the service on July 20 or July 27. Also on those Sundays a4er the service, volunteers are
needed to help prepare items for the cra4s which each par&cipant will be crea&ng during VBS week. Now is the
&me to jump onboard our exci&ng journey to share the love of Jesus with children from our church, the ARK, and
the community, and with each other!
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Notes of thanks were recently
received from the following:

Dear St. Mark’s,

Dear St. Mark’s,

To my many friends and family at St. Mark’s – thanks!!!
Thanks for your calls, cards, and especially your prayers on
my behalf during my spine surgery and recovery. As of
today, the pain in my right shoulder, arm and hand is
almost gone!! I truly believe that your prayers had a great
deal to do with the result. My only major pain now is from
the incision, where the muscle was cut to get to the spine.
It only hurts when I move! So it may be awhile before you
see me around. Thanks again for your part in my healing.

I want to thank everyone for your all you did for
me and my family after the loss of my brother,
Chris. Your prayers, cards, and calls were
appreciated. The memorial service and reception
were beautiful thanks to all of your efforts. It was
truly a celebration of Chris’ life. I appreciate all
that my St. Mark’s family did and continues to do
to support and surround me with love.

Bill Daugherty
Dear St. Mark's Family,

Yours in Christ,

Happy 75th Anniversary! This is indeed an exciting
time as we celebrate the rich and varied history of our
church and congregation. Thank you very much to all
who have worked so hard in continuing the numerous
ministries of our church as well as making our recent
events a memorable reality. My sincere appreciation
also goes to Tony Cruz and our wonderful musicians
for premiering the new musical piece. Have an
enjoyable summer, and may God continue to bless you
all throughout the many years as we continue to bless
the Lord!

Peter Armstrong
Words are inadequate as I endeavor to express my
gra&tude for the support I received on the passing
of my sister Dorris who was 103. Your prayers,
calls, and devo&on of friendship were the support
which helped me through this diﬃcult &me. I feel
especially blessed and thank you.
Barbara Morton

In Christ, Andrew Chopra

Dear Ms. (Marie) Friedsam (and to the St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Foundation),
Karen Rieley, Director of Refugee Services and Program Development at LSS, recently made me aware that you
were instrumental in soliciting donations and support for twenty refugee children selected by duPont Middle
School to travel to Washington, DC in May. On behalf of these children and their families, I would like to express
my deepest appreciation for your support. Through the generosity of both your foundation and congregants, I am
told the youth will have snacks, suitcases, pocket money, and more.
Without a doubt, this trip will be a once in a lifetime experience for these children, whose lives will be the richer
for seeing and experiencing our nation’s capital and its many historical monuments. The history will come alive
for these young children who are a part of our communities’ future. Your contribution to enhancing these
children’s journey to explore historical places outside their surroundings is admirable.
Refugee programs, and refugees, depend on the welcome, support, and helping hands of community members
such as yourself and your fellow parishioners, and I thank you for being there for them, for your generosity, and
your thoughtfulness.
Sincerely,
Hiram A. Ruiz, Director, Refugee Services
State of Florida Department of Children and Families
5

Worship Assistant Schedule
Date/Service Time

Assisting Minister

Lector

Server

Altar Guild

Sunday, June 1

Steve Hicks

Leslie Allen

Eddie Jackson

Loree Mueller & Susan Jackson

Larry Tallman

Rose Tallman

Day of Pentecost
Sunday, June 8
10:00 AM

Ron Eckels

Pat Ainsley

Susan Jackson

Loree Mueller & Nicki Hassell

Holy Trinity & Father’s Day
Sunday, June 15 10:00 AM

Jane Kilby

Neil Daraskevich

Carol Daraskevich

Renee Roath and Nicki Hassell

Saturday, June 21

Larry Tallman

Rose Tallman

Bill VanAs

Carl Moser

Ellen Olson

Jeanette Snyder & Rachel Mumford

Barbara Brown

Jan Berglund

Jacks Hudson

Jan & Mary Berglund

Saturday, June 7

Sunday, June 22

10:00 AM
5:30 PM

5:30 PM
10:00 AM

Saints Peter and Paul
Sunday, June 29 10:00 AM

Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath

Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath

Date/Service Time

Order of St. John

Fellowship

Nursery

Ushers

Altar Flowers

Sunday, June 1

A/T Gina Olson
C/S Paige Sohacki

The Jorn Family

Bridget & Jordan
Pudimat

John & Rachel
Mumford

Pastor Tom &
Sue Hanson

Volunteer
Needed
The Olson Family

Bill & Sue Rust

10:00 AM

Saturday, June 7

5:30 PM

Day of Pentecost
Sunday, June 8

10:00 AM

Holy Trinity & Father’s Day
Sunday, June 15 10:00 AM
Saturday, June 21
Sunday, June 22

A/T Jody Harkrider
C/S Amelia Jorn

Volunteer
Needed

Arold
Rambeloarisoa &
Volunteer
Needed

A/T Miora
Rambeloarisoa
C/S Grace Maszy

Volunteer
Needed

Madison & Jill
Hillis

Saints Peter and Paul
Sunday, June 29
10:00 AM

Barbara
Stevens

Volunteer
Needed

5:30 PM
10:00 AM

The Olson Family

A/T Nolan Pudimat
C/S Jordan Pudimat

The Olson
Family

John & Rachel
Mumford

The Olson Family

Marieanne
Kapp

A/T A.J. Harkrider
C/S Peyton Harkrider

Volunteer
Needed

Rose Tallman &
Mary Cox

The Olson Family

Volunteer
Needed

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Memorial gifts were given in memory of:
Dorris O’DellAl & Ruth Voss

Clara Echerer

Chris ArmstrongAl & Ruth Voss
Clara Echerer

Bill & Jane Daugherty
Mary Cusick

Lorraine DrummondGregory Daraskevich
Harms, Harms & Harms, CPA
David & Kristine Phillips

Kristine Daraskevich
Joe & Mimi Kaitz
Chris & Kate Botkins
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Jane Rabe
Brittany Phillips
Phil & Karen Sterman

St. Mark's Wishes a
REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE

Happy Birthday to
All of Our June Birthdays:
Finn Mitchell

June 1

Caitlyn Kendrick

June 3

Bill Daugherty

June 4

Mark Eckels

June 4

John Reiser

June 6

Bill Kapp

June 8

Jim Dennis

June 9

Jim Burdette

June 10

Larry Tallman

June 10

Sue Rust

June 12

DJ Royal

June 14

Lynn Mitchell

June 17

Evelyn Pearson

June 19

Rita Suldrich

June 20

Laurie Aurand

June 28

Marieanne Prokop

June 29

Ashlyn Kendrick

June 30

If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or
e-mail address changes at any time, please notify the
church office so the records can be accurate and your
corrections published in the Messenger, as well as the
directory.
Note: Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is
not in the church database. Let the Church office know of
any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their
special days. Thanks!
Calendar Items
Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by
Wednesday. Items to be included in the monthly
Messenger must be submitted by the 15th of each month.
Please keep messages brief. All articles, messages,
calendar info, etc. are subject to approval and may be
reformatted at the sole discretion of the church
administrator.
Submit all info. to Wendi Orr at (904) 396-9608 or
wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org.

St. Mark’s Wishes a
Happy Anniversary
to the following:

Educational Program on Identity Theft –
Saturday, June 28
The Stewardship Team will host a free, Thrivent
developed workshop on what you need to know
about identity theft at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship
Hall on Saturday, June 28. A light snack and
refreshments will be provided.
Identity theft can happen to anyone, anywhere, at
any time. During this award-winning educational
workshop, facilitated by Adam Klohr, participants
will learn:
How identity theft can occur.
Tips to protect themselves.
Steps to take if identity theft happens to them.
Audience: Adults age 18 and older.
Let Jan & Mary Berglund or Larry & Rose Tallman
know if you plan to attend.
The Stewardship Team will host another free
workshop in August on “End of Life Decisions”
facilitated by Todd Osbron. More information will
be coming in July.

Steve & Karen Kemp

June 2

Bill & Mari-Anne Kapp

June 8, 1946

Bill & Sue Rust

June 10, 1989

Mark & Lynette Weber

June 10, 1972

James & June Edwards

June 11, 1948

John & Gwin Reiser

June 15, 1957

Randy & Connie Logan

June 20, 2001

Mamy & Arold Rakotomandrindra

•
•
•

June 20, 2003
Carl & Mary Lou Weidenmier June 21, 1964
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Rusty & Joan Snyder

June 22, 1985

Madison & Jill Hillis

June 27, 1987

Al & Ruth Voss

June 27, 1981

Fred & Eileen Schaible

June 28, 1958

Tom & Luann Moore

June 30, 1973

June 2014

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2
Family Promise Host
7:00 Volleyball
Week Begins (6/1-6/8)
8:00 Blood Drive/Front
Parking Lot
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N
12:15Youth Choir
Rehearsal/MS

3
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Community Band/
FH

4
10:30 Bible Study

5
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

6

7
Youth Group Haiti
Mission Trip
(6/7– 6/14)
7:30 Men In Mission/
FH
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

8 Pentecost Sunday
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

9
6:30 Nourish Team
Meeting/CR
6:30 Stewardship
Ministry/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

10
9:30 Deborah Circle/
HH
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Community
Band/FH

11
10:30 Bible Study/CR

12
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
6:30 Property Team/
CR

13

14
11:30 Priscilla Circle/
L

15 Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

16
6:30 Finance Team
Meeting/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

17
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Community
Band/FH

18
10:30 Bible Study/CR
4:00 St. Mark’s Ark
Sweet Frog Fundraiser/
University Location
7:00 Executive
Committee/CR

19
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

20
Synod Assembly/Orlando,
FL (6/206/22)

21
9:00 St. Mark’s
Health & Nutrition
Support Group/HH
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

22
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

23
6:30 Congregational
Council Meeting/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

24
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:00 St. Mark’s Ark
Board Meeting/L
7:30 Community
Band/FH

25
10:30 Bible Study/CR

26
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

27

28
9:00 Nourish
Network Summer
Work Day/Nourish
Network (formerly
Second Harvest
Food Bank)
10:00 Identity Theft
Education Program/
FH

29
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

30
7:00 Volleyball/FH

Messenger
Submission Deadline

Congratula ons to St. Mark’s Caitlyn Kendrick.
Caitlyn is gradua ng from The University of North Carolina with a
Bachelor of Science in Psychology and a Bachelor of Arts in Biology.
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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Hanson
904-396-9608 x 14
Email: hansonts@comcast.net
Dir. of Ministry Administration & Volunteers:
Wendi Orr
904-396-9608
Email: wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org
Cantor: Tony Cruz
904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net

ST. MARK'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS

Director of St. Mark’s Ark: Patrice Roux-Neal
(904) 346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com

President.............................Bob Wofford
Vice-President......................Bill VanAs

Comptroller: Larry Tallman
Email: thetallguys@att.net

Secretary.............................Jan Berglund
Financial Secretary: Rose Tallman
Email: rktallman@att.net

Treasurer.............................Barbara Brown
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