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Church Office Hours
Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri 9:30-3:00
Wed 9:30 –1:30
Phone: (904) 396-9608
Fax: 396-3515
Website: www.stmarksjax.org

You can’t follow half of Jesus
Pastor Thomas S. Hanson
I was just reading…
Do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in
your hearts against one another. — Zechariah :

Email: info@stmarksjax.org

“Take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But interpret newspapers
from your Bible. — Karl Barth [**+–-+*] (Time Magazine, May 2, -+2).

Pastor:

“There is s4ll one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” — Jesus (Luke
*:99)

Rev. Thomas Hanson
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 14
Cell: 416-5341
Email: hansonts@comcast.net

Dir. of Ministry Administration

“If this is going to be a Chris4an na4on that doesn’t help the poor, either we’ve got to
pretend that Jesus was as selﬁsh as we are or we’ve got to acknowledge that he commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy without condi4on and then admit
that we just don’t want to do it.” —Stephen Colbert
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” — Jesus (Luke +:2 )

and Volunteers: Wendi Orr
Phone: (904) 396-9608

You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of jus4ce; you shall not take a widow’s garment in pledge. — Deuteronomy 9@:

Email: wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org

Cantor:
Tony Cruz
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net

St Mark's Ark

“Then he [the Son of Man] will say to those at his leA hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal ﬁre prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ ”— Jesus (MaDhew 9E:@-@E)
“Let the liDle children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of heaven belongs.” —Jesus (MaDhew -:@)

Director: Patrice Roux-Neal
Phone: (904) 346-0404

The test of the morality of a society is what it does for its children.
— Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer (- +–-@E)

Email: director@stmarksark.com
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Con4nued on page 9

Con4nued from page 
Cursed be anyone who deprives the alien, the orphan, and the widow of jus4ce. All the people shall say, “Amen!”
—Deuteronomy 9:He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do jus4ce, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? — Micah +:*
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be
to you as the ci4zen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am
the Lord your God. — Levi4cus -:29-2@
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
ﬁll,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is
dead. — James 9:@-
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulﬁll. For truly
I tell you, un4l heaven and earth pass away, not one leDer, not one stroke of a leDer will pass from the law un4l all
is accomplished.” — Jesus (MaDhew E:)
The LOPQ watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings
to ruin. — Psalm @+:Give jus4ce to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the des4tute. — Psalm *9:2
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 4the mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the
weigh4er maDers of the law: jus4ce and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have prac4ced without neglec4ng
the others.” — Jesus (MaDhew 92:92)
Thus says the Lord: Act with jus4ce and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor anyone who has
been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this
place. — Jeremiah 99:2
Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swiA to bear witness against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says
the Lord of hosts. — Malachi 2:E

Visit us on the web at www.stmarksjax.org.
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A Message from The Ark

Graduation is always a bittersweet time. Most of the graduating bears have been students at the Ark for
their entire five years on earth. These students are family. We feed them, diaper them, and help them
through times with God’s help.
When a child graduates from St. Mark’s Ark he or she has learned to walk, talk, speak, drink from a cup
and eat with a spoon. The students also learn to sing, and enjoy music. The teachers potty train and
teach them to dress themselves. In addition to all the life skills, they learn letters, numbers, Spanish,
math, dance, chess, and reading.
All of those skills will enhance each graduate’s life as he or she grows. St. Mark’s Ark will be a part of
each of them forever!
God’s peace,
Patrice

Tony's Musical Notes
According to the “Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture: Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities,”
Christian worship is transcultural, contextual, counter-cultural, and cross cultural. It is also the “heart and pulse of
the Christian church.” The statement, issued in 1996 by the Lutheran World Federation, challenges churches to
undertake more efforts related to the cultural aspects of worship.
We have been exploring some of the cross-cultural aspects with the help of Evangelical Lutheran Worship. ELW is
filled with musical gems from other cultures without sacrificing those items that many Lutheran have held dear for
so long. We have sung hymns from Africa, Latin America, and Asia right beside our beloved Lutheran Chorales.
Learning the music of Christians from other cultures helps us to deepen our relationship with them – and those
other cultures aren’t necessarily those of people living in another part of the world. Jacksonville’s landscape has
become more diverse over the years as it has become home to people from around the globe.
The most recent example of cross-cultural music in our own worship has been the introduction of Santo, Santo,
Santo and Cordero de Dios from ELW setting seven.
I hope that you have enjoyed singing these two pieces, but I did not choose them because I thought you would
“like” them. I chose them so that we could gain a small sense of Christians worshiping in a different culture, and to
help us embrace musical diversity so that our song grows not only in complexity, but also in richness. This
reminds us that we are all God’s children and followers of Christ together. It is a bonus if we enjoy singing these
songs together. Let us continue to embrace musically proclaiming the word with enthusiasm and vigor.
For more on this topic, download the full Nairobi Statement at: http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/LWF_Nairobi_Statement_1994.pdf
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A SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATE
During June of this year we had the privilege of represen4ng our church at the Synod
Assembly in Orlando, Florida. Thank-you! It was pleasant, inspiring and a source of
spiritual renewal. It was fascina4ng to hear of the trends and ac4vi4es within the Synod to which Saint Mark’s belongs. We were told that this Assembly had delegates
aDending from not only our Florida Bahamas Synod but also from our companion
Synod’s including Cuba and Hai4.
There were many workshops oﬀered. It was interes4ng to learn of a subtle sugges4on
in how we may welcome people into our church home. Instead of using the word visitor, try using the word
“guest”. This word is both welcoming and warming as we invite our guests to share in the joy of our church
home. Please contact either Sue Hanson or Mary Berglund if you would like to hear more about this topic. The
Assembly heard a presenta4on by Dr. James Dennis of our church about the progress being made in the Malaria
eradica4on campaign. The Synod treasurer also discussed the ﬁnancial dona4ons made to date in this eﬀort.
Congrega4ons were encouraged to prayerfully and ﬁnancially support the 2015 Youth Gathering in Detroit,
Michigan, regardless of whether their church will be sending youth delegates. A representa4ve of the Presiding
Bishop of the ELCA reminded the Assembly that our Synod is now 25 years old. We were encouraged to leave the
“safety” of our churches and to get out into the community and explore what is being done by God’s people in
other areas. Saint Mark’s was recognized by the Bishop for our recent anniversary milestone. The Bishop also
recognized Pastor Hanson for his 35 years of service since ordina4on. Should you have a ques4on, ask us.
RespecZully, Jan and Mary Berglund

Opportunities to Serve

St. Marks will join other volunteers from the
Jacksonville area Saturday, August 9th, at the
Nourishment Network (formerly Second Harvest
Food Bank), 1502 Jessie Street (32206) from
9:00 A.M. to Noon for a summer workday. Please
RSVP Karl Stupski, Volunteer Coordinator at 7370871 by Tuesday evening August 5th, so we can
provide the Food Bank with an idea of our
participation.

THE DRIP LINEAUGUST 2014
The next blood drive at Saint Mark’s will occur on
August 3, 2014 beginning at 8 a.m. Please plan to
attend and help those in need of blood during the
summer. Thank you and see you on the bus next
time! Come be a quiet hero. -Jan
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday ~ September 7, 2014
10:00 a.m. – Worship Service, followed by a Pot-Luck dinner,
then we will go out into our community
to do God’s Work, with Our Hands.
REGISTRATION FORM
Please check the project on which you want to work.
All volunteers will receive a free “God’s Work. Our Hands.” T-shirt.
___ Pass out H20 bottles to runners/walkers on Hendricks Avenue before church
___ Landscape at Spring Park Elementary School, 2250 Spring Park Road
___ Volunteer at UCOM, 3349 St. Augustine Road
___ Pick up trash along Hendricks Avenue and Emerson Street
___Assemble hygiene kits for UCOM at the church
___ Yard clean-up at the home of one of our shut-in members
___ Set up for the Pot-Luck Dinner on Saturday, September 6th.
(We will contact you to determine a time for this.)
___ Make iced tea and lemonade before the Pot-Luck dinner
___ Take down and put away tables and chairs after the Pot-Luck dinner
___ Kitchen clean up after the Pot-Luck dinner
Name ______________________________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________________
You may either mail this form to the church,
or place it in the designated box in Hart Hall. If you have questions,
please contact Dennis Doiron at 955-8222 or dennisdoiron@comcast.net.
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday ~ September 7, 2014
10:00 a.m. – Worship Service, followed by a Pot-Luck dinner,
then we will go out into our community
to do God’s Work, with Our Hands.
Please bring the following item for our Pot-Luck dinner:
If your last name begins with
A-H
I-R
S-Z

Please bring
entrée
side dish or salad
dessert

Please note that this is a true “Pot-Luck” dinner.
There will be no additional meat/entrée provided.

WANTED:
Travel-size toiletry items.
These will be used for the Hygiene Kits for
UCOM (United Community Outreach Ministries)
we will be assembling during
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on September 7, 2014.
Please donate any of the following items:
shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, soap, razors,
shaving cream, and deodorant.
(Remember, we are seeking travel-sized items, only.)
Please place these things in the marked box in Hart Hall
by September 1st. For questions, please contact Dennis Doiron at 955-8222 or
dennisdoiron@comcast.net.

All are welcome and encouraged to attend the Lutheran
Braille Workers concert on Fri. Aug 8th at 7:00 at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church. There will be a tour of the Braille
Library on the Holy Cross campus, a slide show, tons of
literature, an opportunity to volunteer, the concert, and of
course, food. There is no charge for this event. There will
be a free will offering. Please see Larry Tallman, or contact
Julia Neimes, Director of Lutheran Braille Workers at 904742-3529 for more information.
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Notes of thanks were
recently received from
the following:

Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 am in Hart Hall
on Saturday, August 9th.

I want to thank all my church family who came to
my assistance during my “relapse” while Jane was
away at Trinity Seminary. Trips to the emergency
room, food, visits, calls and cards were greatly
appreciated. Now it’s my job to get back to
“normal”, and stay that way!

Deborah Circle meets at 9:30 am in Hart Hall on
Tuesday, August 12th.

In Christ,

Priscilla Circle meets at 7:00 pm in the Church
Library on Thursday, August 14th.

Bill Daugherty

If you are a member of one circle, but can’t make your meeting, you are
more than welcome to attend another circle’s meeting.

Dear St. Mark’s friends,

*****

Thank you so much for your love, prayers,
and support at the passing of my brother-in-law,
Chuck Robertson. I appreciate your concern. It
does help to know that others care.

All women are invited to participate in Circle meetings
and special events.
You may contact Rachel Mumford or Joyce Wertz
for more information.

I would also like to thank those of you
who assisted Bill during my recent trip to
Columbus. You were life savers!

-----------------WELCA First Coast Conference
Bible Study and Lunch

God’s Blessings,
All women of St. Marks are invited to aDend the WELCA First
Coast Conference Bible Study and Lunch at 9:30 am Saturday,
August 16 at St. Andrews By-the-Sea, Jacksonville Beach.
A salad lunch will be provided; the only cost of aDendance is
to bring a salad topping of your choice!
Please call Rachel Mumford at 730-3880 before July 30 if you
would like to aDend.

Jane Daugherty
Dear St. Mark’s Family,
Many thanks for the prayers, cards, visits, meals,
con4nuous support and love sent my way during my
recent knee surgery.
The power of prayer was overwhelming and healing.
Now with my new knees I will learn to walk on two
legs rather than walker legs. This will take 4me, but
will be accomplished– goal by 11 months.
Thank you Pastor Hanson for your visits and prayers.
The rehab staﬀ enjoyed the beau4ful altar ﬂowers as
much as I did. Everyone made comments about
them.

We hold our Contemporary/Casual Worship
services every 1st and 3rd Saturday of each
month. Our August services will take place
Saturday, August 2nd & 16th at 5:30 PM in the
Nave. Please join us and bring a friend.

Again I say thank you for your wonderful love and
caring.
Clara Echerer
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THE STEWING POT --- AUGUST---2014
Gary Pudimat of the Stewardship Ministry offers the following thoughts:
Singer Matthew West wrote an album full of songs based on true stories.
The song “Do Something” is a song about the importance of serving as Christ’s hands and feet. The song was
inspired by a woman named Andrea. She was a college student who went to Uganda to study micro-financing for
a semester. While there, she came upon an orphanage that broke her heart. Inside she saw children neglected and
abused and in bad shape. She refused to leave until something was done to improve the conditions at the
orphanage. The Ugandan government basically handed it to her and told her to take care of it and she did. Today,
the Musana (meaning “light”) orphanage is thriving with over 100 children in her care. When asked why she did
it, she said, “I kept thinking, if I don’t do something, who will?” As Matthew West says, “God doesn’t ask if
we’re qualified, just that we’re willing. It’s time for us to do something!”
Now most of us can’t do something as grand as taking over an orphanage. But be it big or small we can all do
something to be the hands and feet of Christ. Thank you Gary! God’s work, our hands!
- Uncle Stew

Worship Assistant Schedule
Date/Service Time

Assisting Minister

Lector

Saturday, Aug 2

Larry Tallman

Rose Tallman

Jane Kilby

Gary Pudimat

Eddie Jackson

Mary Cusick & Nicki Hassell

Bridget Pudimat

Susan Jackson

Nicki Hassell

5:30 PM

Sunday, Aug 3

10:00 AM

VBS Sunday
Sunday, Aug 10

10:00 AM

Saturday, Aug 16

Server

Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath

Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath

Loree Mueller

5:30 PM

Altar Guild

Sunday, Aug 17

10:00 AM

Bill VanAs

Leslie Allen

Dennis Doiron

Nicki Hassell

Sunday, Aug 24

10:00 AM

Jane Kilby

Neil Daraskevich

Carol Daraskevich

Jeanette Snyder & Nicki Hassell

Sunday, Aug 31

10:00 AM

Gary Pudimat

Carl Moser

Jack Hudson

Nicki Hassell

Date/Service Time
Saturday, Aug 2

Order of St. John

Fellowship

Nursery

Ushers

Altar Flowers

5:30 PM

Sunday, Aug 3

10:00 AM

A/T Miora
Rambeloarisoa
C/S Amelia Jorn

The Jorn Family

Rosemary
Madden & Sue
Hanson

John & Rachel
Mumford

Mark & Lynette
Weber

Sunday, Aug 10

10:00 AM

A/T Paige Sohacki
C/S Jordan Pudimat

VBS Sunday/
Browns

Ellen & Gina
Olson

Robert & Barbara
Brown

Neil & Carol
Daraskevich

Saturday, Aug 16

5:30 PM

Sunday, Aug 17

10:00 AM

A/T Jody Harkrider
C/S Grace Maszy

Volunteer
Needed

Cindy & Paige
Sohacki

Al Voss & Larry
Wertz

Russ &Jeanette
Snyder

Sunday, Aug 24

10:00 AM

Dennis & Lynn
Doiron

Volunteers
Needed

Eddie & Susan
Jackson

Marvin & Aubrie
Brown

Sunday, Aug 31

10:00 AM

A/T Tahiana
Rakotomandrdindra
C/S Adam Kilby
A/T Nolan Pudimat
C/S Max Cassella

Jorn Family

Rose Tallman &
Mary Cox

John & Rachel
Mumford

Eddie & Susan
Jackson
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St. Mark's Wishes a
Happy Birthday to

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE

All of Our August Birthdays:
Margaret Janz

August 1

Mary Berglund

August 3

Eileen Schaible

August 9

John Mumford

August 11

Arold Rambeloarisoa

August 11

Mamy Rakotomandrindra

August 15

Justin Vogel

August 15

Note: Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is
not in the church database. Let the Church office know of
any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their
special days. Thanks!

Margaret Walker

August 15

Calendar Items

Fred Prokop

August 16

Jean Henderson

August 20

Becky Hudson

August 21

Bill VanAs

August 21

Clara Giancola

August 24

Judy Ahrens

August 25

Karl Stupski

August 26

Leighton Brown

August 28

Trenton Orr

August 28

Lynn Doiron

August 28

Don Pederson

August 30

Gwin Reiser

August 30

Mary Cusick

August 31

Lee Stanford

August 31

If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or email address changes at any time, please notify the church
office so the records can be accurate and your corrections
published in the Messenger, as well as the directory.

Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by
Wednesday. Items to be included in the monthly
Messenger must be submitted by the 15th of each month.
Please keep messages brief. All articles, messages,
calendar info, etc. are subject to approval and may be
reformatted at the sole discretion of the church
administrator.
Submit all info. to Wendi Orr at (904) 396-9608 or
wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org.

St. Mark’s Wishes a
Happy Anniversary
to the following:
Robert & Barbara Brown August 10, 1985

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Neil & Carol Daraskevich August 10, 1974

Memorial gifts were given in memory of:
Jeff Ashby– Al & Ruth Voss
Bill & Jane Daugherty

Eric & Ellen Olson

August 13, 1989

Mark & Pam Bryant

August 15,1981

Dale & Yvonne Gatz

August 15, 1965

Russ & Jeanette Snyder August 17, 1957

Chris Armstrong– Jim & Jan Dennis
Mike & Mary Swart
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Bill & Punkie VanAs

August 23, 1969

Don & Ann Pederson

August 25, 1962

Alan & Pat Ainsley

August 30, 1975

Neill & Francine Baker

August 30, 1969

August 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7:30 Men In Mission/
FH
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

3
8:00 Blood Drive/Front
Parking Lot
8:45 Bible Study/L
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

4
9:00—12:00 Treasure
Island Vacation Bible
School
1:00-5:00 Extended
Day
7:00 Volleyball/FH

5
9:00—12:00 Treasure
Island Vacation Bible
School
1:00-5:00 Extended Day
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

6
9:00—12:00
Treasure
Island Vacation Bible
School
1:00-5:00
Extended Day

7
9:00—12:00
Treasure Island
Vacation Bible
School
1:00-5:00 Extended
Day
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

8
9:00—12:00
Treasure Island
Vacation Bible
School
1:00-5:00
Extended Day

9
9:00 Nourish
Network Summer
Work Day/Nourish
Network (formerly
Second Harvest
Food Bank)
10:00 Rebecca
Circle/HH
5:00 VBS Extended
Day Musical

10
8:45 Bible Study/L
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 VBS Worship/N

11
6:30 Nourish Team
Meeting/CR
7:00 Volleyball/FH

12
9:30 Deborah Circle/HH
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

13

14
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
6:30 Property Team
Meeting/CR
7:00 Priscilla Circle/
L

15
Messenger
Submission
Deadline

16
9:00 St. Mark’s
Health & Nutrition
Support Group/HH
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

17 Blessing of the
Backpacks
8:45 Bible Study/L
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

18
6:30 Finance Team
Meeting/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

19
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

20
7:00
Executive
Committee/
CR

21
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

22

23

24
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N

25
6:30 Congregational
Council Meeting/L
7:00 Volleyball/FH

26
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:00 St. Mark’s Ark Board
Meeting/L

27
Fall Picture
Day —
St. Mark’s Ark

28
Fall Picture Day—
St. Mark’s Ark
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

29

30

31
9:45 BP Screening/L
10:00 Worship/N
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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Hanson
904-396-9608 x 14
Email: hansonts@comcast.net
Dir. of Ministry Administration & Volunteers:
Wendi Orr
904-396-9608
Email: wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org
Cantor: Tony Cruz
904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net

ST. MARK'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS

Director of St. Mark’s Ark: Patrice Roux-Neal
(904) 346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com

President.............................Bob Wofford
Vice-President......................Bill VanAs

Comptroller: Larry Tallman
Email: thetallguys@att.net

Secretary.............................Jan Berglund
Financial Secretary: Rose Tallman
Email: rktallman@att.net

Treasurer.............................Barbara Brown

12

