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Just a year ago, a dear friend of St. Mark’s, Jeannette Moffit, wrote this on her
Facebook page:
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“This me of year we speak and hear so much about love and friendship and
forgiveness. Love and friendship — those are the easy ones. Forgiveness that’s the
tough one. In reality, I think that forgiving someone is a gi" we give ourselves.
Hauling a grievance around can become a mighty heavy burden.”

She died on January 26, 2014.
I’ve been thinking a lot about her and about our other loved ones who have died
in the past four years. Perhaps the most difficult thing a pastor does is to lay to rest
those dear saints who were vital members of our community. I’ve learned that in
their dying, a portion of us also dies. Their deaths create a hole in our hearts. Their
light can never be replaced. Each one is precious.
What I’ve learned, too
What I have learned over the years as a pastor is that people are fragile. People’s
hearts and feelings are tender. And given the personal struggles we live with, each
one deserves compassion and support. We do not know the weight of the burdens
they carry. We do not know the whole story of their lives, let alone their current
chapter.
I’ve also learned that people in congregations most often give and do their best;
they honestly believe they are doing the right thing. Yet, in recent years, people have
become increasingly critical. And more than just critical, we have become more vocal
in our criticism. Where once people may have disagreed, now there is suspicion of the
motives of the other. As Jeannette said, “Hauling a grievance around can become a
mighty heavy burden.” I think it is even a heavier burden to bear the weight of
another’s suspicion and distrust — averted eyes, coolness in greetings, avoidance —
and not know why.
A pastoral friend of mine once told me, “No one has any self-esteem to spare.”
When people feel they are rejected, they assume the worst. They assume the fault is
theirs. They assume they are worth less than others.

St Mark's Ark
Director: Patrice Roux-Neal
Phone: (904) 346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com

What I’ve also learned
What I’ve also learned is that people are imperfect. We are prone to do and say
things we regret. We make mistakes as we seek to do our best. Sometimes we cannot
explain our actions because the burdens we carry are too great or too painful to even
let us speak. What I’ve learned is that people are among us for too short a time, and
when they are gone, so is 1a part of us. Each one is precious to us and to God.

Tony's Musical Notes

Epiphany for the Americas
Since “Excellence in Worship & Music” is a core value at St. Mark’s, it’s no wonder that
we observe all of the principal festivals of the church. Most of these festivals occur on
Sundays, but that isn’t always the case with some that have fixed calendar dates – like
Epiphany and Ascension.
This year’s Epiphany service is at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 6th.
We will have the usual readings and themes that correspond with the day, but there will
also be an underlying theme – “Epiphany for the Americas.”
The United States of America is one nation in an even larger grouping called “the
Americas.” This is the area that European explorers called “the new world.”
Music for this service will be music that originated here. We will hear and sing music
from Native American sources and songs that have their roots in the African-American
religious tradition. There will be hymns composed by Europeans who started colonies in
North America and music with Latin American influences. You might be surprised how
much of it you already know!
Please come and join in our celebration. Celebrate ALL of Christmas.
Save the Date
The Jacksonville University Singers, under the direction of Dr. Timothy Snyder, will
perform a concert in the nave on Friday, February 6th. The time will be announced at a
later date.
JU has a fine tradition of choral music and this is a concert you will not want to miss.
We hold our Contemporary/Casual Worship Services every
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month.
Our January services will take place
Saturday, January 3rd & 17th at 5:30 PM in the Nave.
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A Message from the Ark

Twenty-seven singing animals, Mary, Joseph, babies, and kings entertained the St. Mark’s family
at the Birthday for Christ service. Thanks to Ginger, our music teacher, Punkie, our French
teacher and Jane, our chapel accompanist, and our Bear teachers for working together to make
the program special.
Ms. Punkie taught the children a Christmas song in French. During the weeks prior to the
program she taught them the words and their meanings. She even arranged for Eric Olson to
come play the oboe for the students because it is mentioned in the song.
The students also sang a Christmas version of Old McDonald. Ms. Ginger taught them the song
and practiced it with and without their props (made by Amanda Morsching Helms).
Each week Ms. Jane plays for the children’s chapel. She came in at other times to rehearse with
Ginger, Punkie and the Bear classes.
It would be impossible to do anything with our students without the loving education their
teachers provide each day. They were flexible with rehersals and supported the children both
before and during the production. Ms. Linda, Ms. Robyn, Ms. Marie, and Ms. Yolanda are
dedicated in ways that go beyond what we pay them to do.
Their coordinated effort produced a fabulous production staring bright, energetic, children.
God’s peace,
Patrice
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December 2014 Men In Mission
We held our monthly Men in Mission on November 29th in order to assist in the setting up of the
Chrismon tree and outside Crèche. Pastor Tom lead a prayer to start the day and he and Sue
prepared and served a delicious breakfast.
Eleven folks attended and we did an abbreviated work plan in order to help when the others arrived for the tree.
A/C filters were changed in the Ark, the Office painting continued, and other small items were completed. The
Crèche and tree were taken from storage and ready for the others at 9:00am
Attendees for Men in Mission: Ken and Paige Sohacki, Robert and Aaron Brown, Fred Schaible, Bill and Punkie
VanAs, and Sue and Pastor Tom.
The next Men in Mission will not be held on the first Saturday but moved to January 10th, 2015 because of the
New Years Day. Please plan to attend if you are able. As always we welcome men, women and youth.

Property
There were no major projects or problems this month.
Thanks to all for your continued support of our facility.
God's work, Our hands,
Bernie, Ken and the Property Committee

THE STEWING POT --- JANUARY, 2015

All of us are Stewards of God’s Love. God’s love touches our lives every day and we
are challenged to share this love with others. In the coming weeks information will
be shared with you about this good news.

•

Thanksgiving is not just a holiday. It is a way of life for all of us to share with others.

•

“Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.” Richard Cushing

•

The mightiest oak in the forest is just a little nut that held its ground.

•

“Whoever is happy will make others happy too.” Anne Frank

•

Have a wonderful month! -Uncle Stew
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"The Council Spotlight"
At the December 15th Council Meeting, the following actions were conducted:
1) Election of 2015 Congregation/Council Officers-Bill VanAs-President,
Bob Wofford-Vice President, Pat Ainsley-Treasurer, Jan Berglund-Secretary.
2) Council Approved a request from the Altar Guild to purchase Altar linens for $ 205 from undesignated
memorials.
3) We thanked outgoing Council Members Camelle Decker, Dennis Doiron, John Mumford for their
dedicated service time on Council.
Council minutes and Financials are available in the hallway by Fellowship Hall and by calling the church
office. Next Council Meeting is Monday January 26th at 6:30pm in the Library.

St. Mark’s Youth Group

Good News! St. Marks has 9 youth going to the 2015 Youth Gathering in Detroit. It will be an exciting
time as they learn to deepen and grow in their faith, engage in service projects, and meet with
thousands of fellow Lutherans. It will be an exciting time for all!
Please pray for the Youth and chaperones going.
Obviously, this trip has some major expenses and the Youth have several plans to help raise money
for their trip. One ongoing project has been the recycling of toner cartridges. We have been able to
raise quite a bit of money so far thanks to all who have chosen to recycle their old toners. People have
not only recycled their personal cartridges, but also have gone to their workplace and donated those as
well! A big thank you to Patricia Kendrick for helping jump start this program (and for being such a big
recycler!)
We have set up a bin right outside of the library for people to drop off their toners. Would you like to
find out if your toner or print cartridge qualifies? Please visit www.tonerbuyer.com. To the left you'll
see a recycle bin with the words "sell us your empty cartridges." Click that and you'll see which toners
can be recycled. They are listed by brand and code. Still not sure? Just drop them off at church and
we will check for you!
Thank you so much for all of your prayers and support!
Bridget Pudimat
904-371-0809
pudimatb@bellsouth.net
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Member Memo...
Yesterday I entered the congregational meeting just as the talk on finances began. As time progressed
and we fell more into discussion, I felt an increasing hopelessness to fix our money challenges – and I
feel I was not alone. I sat and stewed, looking for the right words to solve the problem and dispel the
anxiety. It was not until I later began worshipping that I realized my flawed thinking and the blatant
irony.
As God’s people we have always faced problems, and in trying to solve them have come up short. In
such times of need God’s word has been for us to breathe easy and trust in him. When Israel sat
powerless at the Red Sea, God’s word was to be still, and he would address pharoah’s army. The
psalms speak of the Good Shepherd, who walks with us in our valleys and leads us in the path of
righteousness. Jesus pointed to the birds of the air, and even after his death came to the disciples
hiding in the upper room to bring them hope. That was the word I feel we forgot yesterday, and one
we will need to remember as we move forward.
I spoke of irony, and for me it was found in the very place where we were sitting. In the midst of this
discussion of fear and faltering, we were surrounded by God’s signs of hope – the baptismal font, the
cross, the altar, the communion rail- the Word itself at the pulpit. Add if these weren’t enough, add to
them the signs of the Advent season –the celebration of God’s light entering into our darkened and
scared world, bringing hope and a new vision in our times of feeling lost. Yet our main focus was a
piece of paper with numbers on it.
Later in life, Jesus himself would address money and finances - “Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s,
and to God what is God’s”. To put that slightly softer in our current situation, we do need to “render”
to JEA, the mortgage and insurance companies, and the other parties that knock on our door for
money. But let us never put that before rendering unto God what is God’s - our loyalty, our service, our
trust and obedience, our time and talents – our very lives themselves. These all belong to God but
have been entrusted unto us to use and spread. Recall the parable of the man who entrusted his three
servants with his gold. Like any congregation, we too can easily become like the third, who focused on
his worries and buried the talents entrusted him in the ground.
I hear us as a congregation with great hopes for the coming year. But hope is not found in a perfect
budget – it is a matter of faith where the numbers don’t add up. God put the hopes for this world in
the form of a human child, who would conquer fear by spreading love. That doesn’t “add up” either,
but look how far it has taken us. I would end with this very message:
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11.
Bernie Jorn
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LION'S PRIDE
Come and join us on Friday,
January 13, 2015. We will
meet in Hart Hall at 12:00 noon. Our guest speaker will be Patrice Roux-Neal. She will speak about
the success of the Ark and what it means to church
and the community it serves. Please bring your
lunch. Drinks and dessert will be furnished by
your hosts, Margaret Walker and Mari-Anne
Kapp. If the Call Committee does not reach you,
please call Clara Echerer at 737-4480 to make a
reservation.

Priscilla Circle meets the second Thursday at
7:00 pm in the Church Library. The next meeting is on January 8th.
Rebecca Circle meets the second Saturday of
each month at 10:00 am in Hart Hall. The next
meeting is January 10th.
Deborah Circle meets the second Tuesday at
9:30 am in Hart Hall. The next meeting is on
January 13th.
Our three circles were named after women in the bible.
Deborah was a leader of Israel; her story is in Judges 4-5.
Priscilla was an early evangelist; her story is in Acts 18.
Rebecca was the wife of Isaac; her story is in Genesis 24 –
27.

A new 6-session Adult Study led by Dale
Gatz will begin on Sunday, Jan 11 at 9:45 in
the San Marco Room. It will be a fresh look
at the Gospel of John, titled “The Fourth
Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic” based on
the book of the same name by John Shelby Spong.
All are welcome!

All women are invited to participate in
Circle meetings and special events.
Contact Rachel Mumford or Joyce Wertz
for more information.

One hundred children will be thrilled Christmas
morning when they open their lovely gi"s. Thirteen
families received gi" cards from Walmart that they
can use for food. You are a very generous, caring
family and I know these children and their families
are very grateful for all they received. Blessings
and many thanks to each of you. Bonnye Bell

Notes of thanks were recently
received from the following:
Dear St. Mark’s Friends & Family,
Jack and I are so very thankful for all your
prayers, cards, and expressions of sympathy in
the loss of Jack’s dear son, Michael.

Dennis Doiron (and the St. Mark’s Family),

We are very blessed to have your love and
support during this difficult time.

Your generous donation has allowed us to
purchase two new training arms for the donor
department. That has a direct impact on our
ability to provide quality training to our staff
and quality care to our donors who generously
give the gift of life. Thank you for your
kindness and your friendship.

Peace be with you,
Mary and Jack Cusick
The Celebrate Team would like to thank all the
volunteers and Men-in-Mission for helping set
up the Chrismon tree and the outdoor crèche on
November 29th! Please join us again on January
10th at 9 AM when we gather to take it down.
Thank you!

-The Blood Alliance
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St. Mark's Wishes a
Happy birthday to All of Our

REMINDERS FROM THE OFFICE

January Birthdays:
Bill Requet

January 1

Hilda Wickman

January 2

Gina Olson

January 10

Marvin Brown

January 14

Jack Cassella

January 15

Robert Brown

January 20

John Schoenecker

January 22

Lee Ann Smith

January 25

Alan Voss

January 25

Laura Kate Snyder

January 28

If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or email address changes at any time, please notify the church
office so the records can be accurate and your corrections
published in the Messenger, as well as the directory.
Note: Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is
not in the church database. Let the Church office know of
any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their
special days. Thanks!
Calendar Items
Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by
Wednesday. Items to be included in the monthly
Messenger must be submitted by the 15th of each month.
Please keep messages brief. All articles, messages,
calendar info, etc. are subject to approval and may be
reformatted at the sole discretion of the church
administrator.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
FAMILY PROMISE VOLUNTEER?
Family Promise is an interfaith hospitality network,
working with homeless families right here in Jacksonville. Our volunteers are the “hosts” at the
church while our guests are at St. Mark’s. Volunteers may just hang out at the church on a weekend afternoon or evening, eat meals with our
guests, or even sleep overnight at the church! If
you have an interest in helping others and making a
difference in their lives, please consider attending
our Family Promise Volunteer training. There are
two opportunities to fit everyone’s schedule. Please
join us for one of these trainings (You need not attend both trainings, they are the same.) If you are
already a trained volunteer, you are welcome to
attend as a refresher course. For questions, or to
RSVP for the training, please contact your Family
Promise Volunteer Coordinator, Lynn Doiron, at 703
-0847 or doironl@comcast.net. (This helps us know
how much food to bring.)

Submit all info. to Wendi Orr at (904) 396-9608 or
wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
In memory of Mary Genung from:
Kathy Richardson
Sue Hanson
Loree Mueller
Mary Cusick
Barbara Henry
Al & Ruth Voss
Bernie & Clara Giancola
Clara Echerer
Bill & Sue Rust
Fred & Eileen Schaible

Monday, January 12, 2015 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in
the San Marco Room. A light meal will be served,
so don’t worry about eating dinner first.
- OR Saturday, January 24, 2015 from 9:00-11:00 a.m.
in the church library.
Doughnuts and coffee will be served.
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Worship Assistant Schedule
Date/Service Time

Assisting Minister

Lector

Server

Altar Guild

Saturday, Jan 3

5:30 PM

Marieanne Prokop &
Ginger Hudson

Sunday, Jan 4

8:30 AM

Mary Cusick & Jeanette Snyder

8:30 AM

Susan Jackson & Bridget Pudimat
& Jordan Pudimat
Mary Cusick & Jeanette Snyder

11:00 AM

Susan Jackson & Nicki Hassell

11:00 AM
Sunday, Jan 11

Saturday, Jan 17

5:30 PM

Marieanne Prokop &
Ginger Hudson

Sunday, Jan 18

8:30 AM

Loree Mueller & Renee Roath
Susan Jackson & Rachel Mumford

11:00 AM

Jan & Mary Berglund

New Member Sunday
Sunday, Jan 25
8:30 AM

Rachel Mumford & Nicki Hassell
11:00 AM

Date/Service Time

Order of St. John

Fellowship

Nursery

Ushers

Altar Flowers/
Festival Stands

Sunday, Jan 4
8:30 AM

A/S Volunteer Needed
C/S Volunteer Needed

The Jorn Family

Rosemary Madden
& Sue Hanson

Sue Hanson

The Family of
Helen Morgan

11:00 AM

A/T Jody Harkrider
C/S Amelia Jorn

Sunday, Jan 11
8:30 AM

A/S Volunteer Needed
C/S Paige Sohacki

11:00 AM

A/S Grace Maszy
C/S Jordan Pudimat

Sunday, Jan 18
8:30 AM

A/S Volunteer Needed
C/S Volunteer Needed

11:00 AM
New Member Sunday
Sunday, Jan 25
8:30 AM

11:00 AM

A/S AJ Harkrider
C/S Peyton Harkrider
A/S Volunteer Needed
C/S Cindy Sohacki
A/S Tahiana
Rakotomandrindra
C/S Nolan Pudimat

Bridget & Jordan
Pudimat
Volunteer
Needed

Volunteer
Needed

New Member
Sunday–
Cake Provided

Mark & Lynette
Weber

Ellen Olson &
Volunteer Needed

Volunteer
Needed

Arold
Rambeloarisoa &
Volunteer Needed

Robert & Barbara
Brown

Cindy & Paige
Sohacki

Volunteer
Needed

Madison & Jill Hillis

Gary & Bridget
Pudimat
Volunteer
Needed

Volunteers Needed
John & Rachel
Mumford

Leslie Allen

Aubrie Brown

Marvin & Aubrie
Brown

Carl & Marylou
Weidenmeir

Thank you for the many thoughtful gestures and kindnesses shown to us throughout
the holiday season. Your generosity is appreciated.
May God continue to bless and keep you all throughout the new year.
-Your St. Mark’s Staff
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January 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 New Year’s Day
Church Office &
St. Mark’s Ark
Closed

2

3
9:00 Confirmation/
CR
5:30 Casual/
Cotemporary
Worship Service/N

5
4 Installation of New
Council Members (each
service)
8:30 Worship/N
9:45 BP Screening/CR
9:45 Congregational Council Meeting/L
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship/N

6
4:00-7:00 Literacy
Partners Tutoring/L
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:00 Festival of Epiphany
7:30 Community Band/FH

7
10:30 Bible Study/CR
NO REHEARSALS
NO VESPERS WORSHIP
SERVICE

8
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
6:30 Property
Committee/CR
7:00 Priscilla Circle/
L

9
12:00
Lion’s Pride
Lunch
Group/HH
4:00 St.
Mark’s Ark
Sweet Frog
Fundraiser/
University
Location

10
7:30 Men In Mission/
FH
10:00 Rebecca
Circle/CR

11
8:30 Worship/N
9:45 BP Screening/L
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship/N
12:15 Youth Choir
Rehearsal/MS

12
6:00 Family
Promise Volunteer Meeting/SM
6:30 Nourish
Team Meeting/
CR
6:30 Stewardship Ministry

13
9:30 Deborah Circle/HH
4:00-7:00 Literacy
Partners Tutoring/L
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Community Band/FH

14
10:30 Bible Study/CR
5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N
6:15 Vespers Worship/N
6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N
7:30 Festival Choir /N

15
Messenger
Submission
Deadline
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
6:30 Celebrate
Team Meeting/L

16
4:00
American
Guild
Organist,
Jacksonville
Chapter
Party/HH

17
9:00 St. Mark’s
Health & Nutrition
Support Group/HH
9:00 Confirmation
Class/CR
5:30 Casual/
Contemporary
Worship/N

18
8:30 Worship/N
9:45 BP Screening/L
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
12:15 Youth Choir /MS

19 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Day
Church Office &
St. Mark’s Ark
Closed
10:00 SMCMS
Rehearsal/N
6:30 Finance
Team Meeting/L

20
4:00-7:00 Literacy
Partners Tutoring/L
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:30 Community Band/FH

21
10:30 Bible Study/CR
5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N
6:15 Vespers Worship/N
6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N
7:00 Executive Committee/CR
7:30 Festival Choir /N

22
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

23
10:00
SMCMS
Rehearsal/
Nave

24
9:00 Family Promise
Volunteer Meeting/L
10:00 SMCMS Dress
Rehearsal/Nave

25
8:30 Worship/N
9:45 BP Screening/L
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
12:15 Youth Choir /MS
7:00 San Marco Chamber
Music Society Concert/N

26
6:30 Council
Meeting

27
4 :00-7:00 Literacy
Partners Tutoring/L
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH
7:00 Diakonia Class/CR
7:00 St. Mark’s Ark Board
Meeting/L
7:30 Community Band/FH

28
10:30 Bible Study/CR
5:30 St. Mark’s Ringers/N
6:15 Vespers Worship/N
6:45 Alleluia Ringers/N
7:30 Festival Choir /N
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29
10:00 Ark Chapel/N
5:15 Meditation/N
6:00 Yoga/HH

30

31
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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Hanson
904-396-9608 x 14
Email: hansonts@comcast.net
Dir. of Ministry Administration & Volunteers:
Wendi Orr
904-396-9608
Email: wendi.orr@stmarksjax.org
Cantor: Tony Cruz
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ST. MARK'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS

Director of St. Mark’s Ark: Patrice Roux-Neal
(904) 346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com

President.............................Bill VanAs
Vice-President......................Bob Wofford

Comptroller: Larry Tallman
Email: thetallguys@att.net

Secretary.............................Jan Berglund
Financial Secretary: Rose Tallman
Email: rktallman@att.net

Treasurer.............................Pat Ainsley
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