May 2015
From the Pastor
The future of the Church
That’s my grandson Jordan and
me in the little picture. In the larger
one are Georgia, Miora, Tahiana,
Becca, and Sarah (and their moms,
Arold and Keels). I included the pictures of these kids to remind us that what we are
doing here is for the future
of the church. Our work is
not to preserve this church,
not to make this church survive, and certainly
not to keep it just barely alive. It is the whole future of the Church that is at stake and these great
kids represent that future.
Chances are none of them will grow up and
continue to be members at St. Mark’s. That rarely happens anymore. But they will grow into
adulthood and everything they know about the
church, the gospel of Jesus Christ, and how the
church “works,” they will have learned here by
watching you.
In talking to formerly churched people, I’ve
learned that it is their experience of the church
as young people that shapes their experience of the
church as adults. If they saw love and acceptance, they
know that the church is a loving place to be. If their
questions were taken seriously, they know that the
church is a place where they can ask tough questions. If
they see division and people being excluded, they will
carry those images. They will continue to see their experiences—good and bad—in every church they encounter.
So, what do these kids see in all of us, not just in
their parents?
Have they seen regular worship attendance as being
important for your life? How have you shown them the
enthusiasm you have to hear the Word and worship our
God and Savior? Are you teaching them the strength of
church friendships? You serve as ushers, assisting ministers, committee members, lectors, choir members, and at
other tasks in this congregation. What do these kids learn
from you? What about when we squabble and fight? I

know they see that and wonder why. When we care for
one another and uplift one another in prayer and service,
I know they see that, too, and wonder how to do the
same.
The Church is always one generation away from dying; St. Mark’s, too. But we know we are here for these
kids. We can’t just “feather our nest” to make it more
comfortable for us. The young children of God—near

and far—are looking to us all to teach them how to be
the church. Sarah, Miora, Tahiana, Becca, Georgia, and
all the other kids they represent, are watching you. We
must not disappoint them.
—Pastor Hanson

St. Mark’s Ark
A tribute to Ms. Paulette
Paulette Lukaszewski was an important part of St.
Mark’s Ark religious education for over ten years. We
lost her recently and the world lost a soldier for the Lord.
There are many stories I could tell about Ms. Paulette, but I only want to tell one. One summer I asked if I
could have permission to loan her to the VBS crew. She
would still clock in with us but would help with VBS
music. She agreed and I told her that our Bears would be
attending if the parents chose to sign them up. She immediately wanted to know how many Bears were not
signed up for vacation bible school. “This is important!”
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blower; Larry Tallman along with Eric and Ellen
checked and tightened several of the pews in the nave;
and Bernie replaced the toilet seats in the Ladies restroom.
Our next workday will be Saturday, May 2. A notice
will go out via the phone tree with the work planned and
as always all are welcome. We do look forward to seeing
new faces. There is always work to be done and since
many of the folks work, the Saturdays are the only time
when some items can get done.
Thanks again to those that attend these work days. It
is critical that this regular maintenance be done.

(Those who knew her can see her whole body in motion
as you read this.) I checked and gave her the number.
She paid for all those students that would have missed
bible school to attend. I was not allowed to share this information with the parents. Only that they had a benefactor. She repeated this several years in a row.
My mistake was calling her a benefactor. She was an
angel. God’s peace,
— Patrice Roux-Neal

Worship & Music
Midweek vespers service
Wednesday evening vespers services continue
through May 89. Join us for worship each week in the
nave at ::<= pm.
—Pastor Tom
Ascension Day service
Join us for a service celebrating the Ascension of
Our Lord on Thursday, May <>, at ?:99 pm in the courtyard, weather permitting. The choir will rehearse at ::@9
pm.
– Tony Cruz
Summer worship schedule
Our summer worship schedule will begin on Sunday,
June ?. There will be one worship service at <9:99 am
each Sunday in the nave. This schedule will continue until Sunday, September 89.
—Pastor Tom

—Ken Sohacki

Property Team
There were no major projects or problems this
month. The kitchen ice machine was serviced to keep it
clean and running efficiently. Purchasing for plumbing
and lighting was done for our workdays.
The Property continues to review and prioritize larger items that require attention. No major work is being
scheduled at this point due to the unresolved spending
plan. Some of the things we can do ourselves, but many
require outside vendors or contractors to accomplish.
Thanks to all for your continued support of our facility. God's work, Our hands.
—Bernie Giancola

The Drip Line
Blood drive “Be a hero—donate blood”
Thank you to all who donated eleven
units of blood at the April, 89<= blood
drive! The next blood drive at Saint
Mark’s will occur on June <> beginning
at A:99 a.m. Perhaps your donation may
assist someone you know in the future.
Thank you and see you there!
— Jan Berglund

Annual dinner with St. Paul’s Men’s Club
Once again this year we will join our brothers at St.
Paul Lutheran Church for an evening of sharing a meal
and renewing our fellowship . The dinner will be at St.
Mark’s this year and features the Jacksonville Community Band as the evening entertainment. We will meet in
the fellowship hall at ::99 pm on the evening of Monday, May <<. All men and boys are invited. There will be
no charge for the evening; a free will offering will be
available. Reservations are not needed, so please make
every effort to attend. Thanks!
— Jim Dennis

Men In Mission
Lots of work, lots of fellowship
Our monthly Men In Mission was moved to April 11
due to the Easter weekend. The workday started with a
prayer and French Toast and sausage breakfast prepared
by Sue and Pastor. Nine folks attended this month but
we were able to accomplish the work that we had targeted for this month.
Air-conditioning filters were checked and changed
by Ellen and Eric Olson; lighting was attended to by
Robert and Aaron Brown, and they also cleaned the two
dirt smudges on the organ balcony; Bill and Punkie
VanAs did more painting in the conference room; Ken
Sohacki cleaned the roof, gutters, sidewalks with leaf

Service Opportunity
Fellowship coffee hour
Nothing is better than a vibrant fellowship hour after
worship. Please do your part and sign up for a Sunday or
two in the coming months. The sign-up sheet is in Hart
Hall by the table and there are many open slots. This is
an easy way to serve your brothers and sisters and to
share your love for them. If you have questions, call me.
—Keels Jorn
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Watch the “Roar” and the June “Messenger” for
more details. Save the dates and think about inviting
family members and friends to attend with you.

Women’s Ministries

—Marge Broward

Lion’s Pride
May Circle meetings

Russ’ garden tour
The Lion’s Pride meeting this month will be a luncheon on Friday, May A, at <<:99 am. Boxed lunch will cost
$<9 per person. Enjoy a session with tour guide Russ at
the Snyder Gardens, <9>@@ Scott Mill Road, Jacksonville.
Carpooling and payment will be confirmed when reservations are made. Contact person is Clara Echerer (G9>?@?->>A9). Join the group for a fun day before summer
“break.” Meetings will resume on September <<. Hope to
see you there!
—Clara Echerer

Rebecca Circle —May 9, Saturday at 10:00 am/Hart Hall
Deborah Circle — May 12, Tuesday at 9:30 am/Hart Hall
Priscilla Circle — May 21, Thursday at 7:00 pm/Library

Please note change of date for Priscilla Circle due to
the Ascension Day worship service at ?:99 pm May <>.
If you are a member of one circle but can’t make
your meeting, you are welcome to attend another circle’s meeting.
All women are invited to participate in Circle
meetings and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford
or Joyce Wertz for more information.

The Stewing Pot

Community Events

Springtime thoughts for consideration.
• “Create a pure heart in me, O God, and put a new
and loyal spirit in me. Do not banish me from your
presence; do not take your Holy Spirit from me”
(Psalm =<).
• Will you “Lend a Hand” at
Saint Mark’s? Watch for volunteer sign up forms where your
talents may be used. These
forms will appear in the narthex
area shortly.
• “Let us not give up the habit of
meeting as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage one another all the more,
since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming
nearer” (Hebrews <9:8=).
• “We are a church that belongs to Christ. There is a
place for you here. We believe God calls each of us
by name. Christ’s church is not ours to control, nor is
it our job to sort, divide, categorize or exclude.
Whenever we feel compelled to ‘draw the line’ in
our lives, we must acknowledge as Lutherans that Jesus always stands on both sides of that line.” (from
“Seeds of the Parish,” Spring 89<=.
• “Forgiveness isn’t just a gift from God. It’s a gift
God gives us to share with one another” (from “The
Lutheran,” April, 89<=).
—Uncle Stew

Health and Nutrition Support Group
St. Mark’s Health & Nutrition Support Group will
meet on Saturday, May 16, 2015 from 9:00am to 10:00
am in Hart Hall. (The third Saturday of each month.)
This group is for anyone who is interested in health and
nutrition – diabetics, heart patients, those who want to
lose weight or maintain weight loss, those interested in
healthy aging, or anyone who just wants to eat and live
in a healthy manner. (It is not a weight-loss group.) Family and friends are invited to attend. Each person brings a
new perspective. For questions, please call Lynn Doiron
at 904-703-0847 or doironl@comcast.net. We hope to
see you there!
—Lynn Doiron
Talking about death won’t kill you
Most of us try not to even think about death. A current TV commercial says “Let’s plan for whatever the
future might bring.” Since we all know death is in our
future a group of St. Mark’s members, supported by the
Nourish team, will hold a series of discussion sessions in
June on making end of life decisions. Advance care
planning is not just for seniors. At any age, a medical
crisis could leave someone too ill to make his or her own
healthcare decisions. Now while you are healthy is the
time to think about what would be important to you if
you were very ill. Our pastors, doctors, lawyers, and
nurses will help us understand our medical options, legal
options, and the importance of discussing informed decisions with family and then putting them in a legal document.
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committee as a standing committee through a Continuing
Resolution. >) Finalized summer service schedule as one service from June ? through September <@. =) Motion passed to
transfer $>A<.=9 from undesignated memorials/gifts to Altar
Guild in the name of Mary Genung.
Council minutes and financials are available in the hallway by Fellowship hall or by calling the church office. Next
Council meeting will be Tuesday, May 8:, at ::@9 pm in the
Library.
—Bill VanAs, president

Fellowship
Fish Fry -- Sunday, June 7
The congregation will celebrate the beginning of summer
and one service Sundays with the Jack Mixer Memorial Fish
Fry. The dinner will follow the <9:99 am service. Steve Hicks
and his crew will fry fish and hushpuppies. There will be
chicken tenders for those who do not eat fish. There will also
be cheese grits, tartar sauce, and cocktail sauce. Please provide the other dishes as follows: A-D Desserts, E-M Salads,
N-Z Side dishes. Celebrate Summer with us!
– Fellowship Team

Member Updates
Please update your directories with information for the
following member:
Tara O’Rourke
1920 Dean Road, Apt. 94
Jacksonville, FL 32216
Email: taramorourke1977@gmail.com

Outreach Opportunities
Healthy Babies
Leslie Allen is coordinating Healthy Babies, a Thrivent
Action Team project, to provide diapers and wipes to needy
families. Donations of diapers of any size or type are requested. Please bring items the next two Sundays (May @ and <9)
and place them in the designated container in Hart Hall. This
is a fitting project to honor Mothers’ Day.
Please help by donating!
— Leslie Allen

Memorial and Honor Gifts
The following gifts not previously acknowledged were received by St. Mark’s from January through April 2015:
In honor of Noelle Rosemarie Mitchell
Doug and Doris Wiles
In honor of Carl Moser and Clay Birks
Dr. Jim Dennis
In memory of John Reiser
Dr. Jim Dennis
Steve and Jenny Hicks
Karl and Cathy Stupski
Karen Reymond
Al and Ruth Voss
Dale and Yvonne Gatz
MaryJo Marjenhoff
Shartsis Friese LLP
William and Karla Trexler
Marc and Leslie Suskin
Russ and Jeanette Snyder
In memory of Mary Genung - Renee Roath
In memory of Winifred Mellard - Clara Echerer

From the Church Office
Keeping our records accurate
If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or
email address changes at any time, please notify the church
office so the records can be accurate and your corrections
published in the Messenger & directory.
Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is not in
the church database. Let the Church office know of any omissions so everyone can be remembered on their special days.
—Karen Kristopeit

Calendar items and articles
Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by
Wednesday. Items to be included in the monthly Messenger
must be submitted by the <=th of each month. Please keep
messages brief. All articles, messages, calendar info, etc. are
subject to approval and may be reformatted at the discretion
of the “Messenger” editor. Submit all notices and articles to
the office or email at admin@stmarksjax.org. — Rose Tallman

Youth Group
Graduation congratulations
Congratulations to our high
school graduates and thanks for all
your years of service!
Max Cassella
Evan Harkrider
Adam Kilby
Paige Sohacki

Congregation Council
Council Spotlight

Also, as they step down from their roles, many thanks go
to Order of St. John coordinators Ken and Cindy Sohacki for
their dedication and many years of service!
Please contact the church office if you are interested in
being their successors to schedule the acolytes and servers.

At the April 8?th Council meeting, the following items
were acted on or discussed: <) We thanked Cindy Sohacki
(Order of St. John), Sharon Feingold (Altar Guild) and Loree
Mueller (Celebrate team) for their dedicated service. 8) Finalized plans for the communication of giving and tithing of
memorials (Send/Stewardship). @) Established a columbarium
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Worship Assistant Schedule for May 2015
Date
May 
Saturday
May

May "
Mother’s Day

May "3

Assisting Minister

Lector

Server

Altar Guild

:

Larry Tallman

Rose Tallman

!:
"":

Steve Hicks
Gary Pudimat

Jan Berglund
Bridget Pudimat

Carol Daraskevich
Eddie Jackson

!:
"":

Bill VanAs
Jane Kilby

Leslie Allen
Carl Moser

Jack Hudson
Susan Jackson

4:

Volunteer

Volunteer

Stupski

Stupski

!:
"":

Steve Hicks
Gary Pudimat

Neil Daraskevich
Bridget Pudimat

Carol Daraskevich
Eddie Jackson

!:
"":

Bill VanAs
Barbara Brown

Leslie Allen
Carl Moser

Jack Hudson
Susan Jackson

!:
"":

Ron Eckels
Jane Kilby

Eric Olson
Al Voss

Ellen Olson
Dennis Doiron

Order of St John

Fellowship

Ginger Hudson &
Marieanne Prokop
Jan & Mary Berglund
Susan Jackson & Nicki Hassell
Jan & Mary Berglund
Rachel Mumford & Susan
Jackson

Ascension Thursday

May "5
Saturday
May "4

May 3
Pentecost

May "
Holy Trinity

Date
May 3
Saturday
May

May "
Mother’s Day

May "3

:

:
!:
"":
!:
"":

Volunteers
Jody Harkrider &
Grace Maszy
Volunteers
Jordan & Nolan Pudimat

Jorn Family
Barbara & Robert
Brown
Volunteer
Volunteer
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Ginger Hudson &
Marieanne Prokop
Jan & Mary Berglund
Rachel Mumford & Francine
Baker
Mary Cusick & Renee Roath
Francine Baker & Nicki Hassell
Mary Cusick & Renee Roath
Francine Baker & Bridget &
Jordan Pudimat

Nursery

Ushers

none

Volunteers

Flowers

Madden & Hanson
Bridget & Jordan
Pudimat
Ellen Olson
Arold
Rambeloarisoa
none

Volunteers

Mark & Lynette
Weber

Volunteers

Steve & Jenny
Hicks

Volunteers

none

Volunteers
Volunteers

Nicki Hassell

Volunteers

Marvin & Aubrie
Brown
Leslie Allen –
Festival Stands
Larry & Rose
Tallman

Ascension Thursday

May "5
Saturday
May "4
May 3
Pentecost

May "

:
!:
"":
!:
"":

!:

P. Sohacki & Volunteer
Tahiana & Miora
Volunteers
Amelia Jorn & Adam
Kilby

Volunteer
Tracy Williams
Volunteer
Volunteer

Sohacki
Hillis
Volunteers

Volunteers

Volunteer

A.J. & Evan Harkrider

Volunteer

Mary Cox & Volunteer
Francine Baker

Holy Trinity

"":
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Volunteers

May 2015
Sunday
26 April

3 UCOM Dollar Sunday

Monday
27

4

8:30am & 11:00am Worship/Nave
9:45am Blood pressure
screen/L
9:45am Sunday School
12:15pm Youth Choir/MS

Tuesday
28

Wednesday
29

Thursday
30

Friday
1

Saturday
2

5:30pm Ark Spring
Program & Dinner
/FH

7:30am Men in Mission
9:00am Confirmation
5:30pm Casual/
Contemporary Worship/N

5

6

7

8

9

4:00pm-7:00pm Literacy Partners/L
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
7:00pm Diakonia
class/CR
7:30pm Community
Band/FH

10:30am Bible
Study/CR
5:30pm-6:15pm St.
Marks Ringers/N
6:15pm Vespers/N
7:30pm Festival
Choir/MS

10:00am Ark Chapel/N
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
6:30pm Property
Team/Blue Room
7:00-9:10pm
Bishop’s Panel meetings

11:00am Lion’s
Pride/Home of Russ
& Jeanette Snyder
1:00-4:30pm
Bishop’s Panel meetings
7:00-9:10pm
Bishop’s Panel meetings

9:00am-4:30pm
Bishop’s Panel meetings
10:00am Rebecca
Circle Meeting/HH

10 Mother’s Day

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:30am & 11:00am Worship/Nave
9:45am Blood pressure
screen/L
9:45am Sunday School
12:15pm Youth Choir/MS

6:00pm Fellowship
dinner with St. Paul’s
Lutheran men’s
group/FH
6:30pm
Nourish Team/CR

9:30am Deborah Circle/HH
4:00pm-7:00pm Literacy Partners/L
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
7:00pm Diakonia
class/CR
7:30pm Community
Band/FH

10:30am Bible
Study/CR
5:30pm-6:15pm St.
Marks Ringers/N
6:15pm Vespers/N
7:30pm Festival
Choir/MS

Ascension Day
10:00am Ark Chapel/N
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
7:00pm Ascension
Day Worship
/courtyard

Messenger Submission Deadline

9:00am Confirmation

22

23

9:00am Health & Nutrition Support
Group/HH
5:30pm Casual/
Contemporary Worship/N

17

18

19

20

21

8:30am & 11:00am Worship/Nave
9:45am Blood pressure
screen/L
9:45am Sunday School
12:15pm Youth Choir/MS

6:30pm
Finance Team/L

4:00pm-7:00pm Literacy Partners/L
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
7:00pm Diakonia
class/CR
7:30pm Community
Band/FH

10:30am Bible
Study/CR
5:30pm-6:15pm St.
Marks Ringers/N
6:15pm Vespers/N
7:30pm Festival
Choir/MS

10:00am Ark Chapel/N
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
7:00pm Priscilla Circle/L

24 Pentecost

25 Memorial Day

26 10:00am

27

28

29

30

8:30am & 11:00am Worship/Nave
9:45am Blood pressure
screen/L
9:45am Sunday School
12:15pm Youth Choir/MS

Church Office
Closed
Ark Closed
10:00am -12:30pm
SMCMS rehearsal/N

SMCMS rehearsal
4:00pm-7:00pm Literacy Partners/L
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH
6:30pm
Council Meeting/L
7:00pm Diakonia
class/CR
7:30pm Community
Band/FH

10:00am SMCMS
rehearsal/N
10:30am Bible
Study/CR
7:30pm Festival
Choir/MS

10:00am Ark Chapel/N
2:00-4:30pm
SMCMS rehearsal/N
5:15pm Meditation/N
6:00pm Yoga/HH

10:00am -12:30pm
SMCMS rehearsal/N

10:00am -12:30pm
SMCMS rehearsal/N

31 Holy Trinity

1 June

2

3

4

5

6

8:30am & 11:00am Worship/Nave
9:45am Blood pressure
screen/L
9:45am Sunday School
12:15pm Youth Choir/MS
7:00pm SMCMS Chamber
Music Concert/N
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Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission

Our Vision

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people,

many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy

welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We

Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the hope

live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ

and joy of life in Christ.

in service to community.

Financial Summary for March 2015

May Birthdays
Dylan Kilby
Paige Sohacki
Carl Weidenmier
Terri Hutson
Ann Pederson
Bernie Jorn
Mike Swart
Cynthia Syverson
Glennis Smith
Charlie Snyder
Ken Sohacki
Jody Harkrider
Zach Aurand
Dave Backus
Margo Phillips
Tahiana Rakotomandrindra
Aubrie Brown
Rebecca Jorn
Sara Jorn
Clara Echerer

May 1
May 1
May 1
May 5
May 7
May 10
May 13
May 13
May 15
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 23
May 27
May 29
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31

May Anniversaries
James and Janis Lumpkin
Gene and Becky Hutson
Clara and Bernie Giancola
Lynn and Dennis Doiron
Pr. Tom and Sue Hanson

May 2
May 19
May 23
May 28
May 31

Thank You
Bishop’s Panel
Bishop Schaefer, in trying to help us in our time of dissention, has established a
Bishop’s Panel to listen to our concerns. The listening post times are set for May ?–
G. They will take place on the premises of St. Mark’s.
Thursday, May ?: ?:99–G:<9 pm
Friday, May A: <:99–>:@9 pm and ?:99–G:<9 pm
Saturday, May G: G:99 am– >:@9 pm.
A sign-up sheet will be available in the church and through the church office
beginning the weekend of April 8:.
7

Friends of St. Mark’s,
My heart-filled thanks to the people of St. Mark’s for their loving help
and concern for me all of this year and
before. I’m praising God for your help
sent from Him in His name and your
loving help and care.
— Margaret Walker

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
O45 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida  4

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's
people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff
Rev. Thomas S. Hanson Senior Pastor
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Mobile phone: 904-416-5341 (preferred)
Email: hansonts@comcast.net

Worship Services
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays
5:30 pm
Sunday Morning
8:30 am
11:00 am
9:45 am Sunday school for children and adults
Nursery provided at both services.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net

Office Hours
Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (temporary)
Closed on national holidays.

Congregation Officers & Council
Bill VanAs President
Bob Wofford Vice-president
Pat Ainsley Treasurer
Jan Berglund* Secretary
Lynn Doiron Send
Eric Olson Celebrate
Bernie Jorn Invite
Barbara Brown Nourish
Bernie Giancola Property
Punkie VanAs Nourish
*Jan Berglund, Stewardship
Larry Tallman Comptroller
Rose Tallman Fin. Secretary

Contact us
Church Office
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com
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