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From the Pastor 

Advent Is Always on Time 

This time of year — November to the beginning of 
December — is my favorite time in the church year. We 
begin with the celebration of Reformation and All Saints 
Days in which we remember our Lutheran roots and all 
those people who have been so much a part of our lives. 
And we give thanks to God for each of them.  

Then, we count 1, 2, 3, and arrive at Christ the King 
Sunday in which we celebrate Christ as the presence of 
God’s reign and rule in our lives. We particularly 
need that now in times of fear and uncertainty. With 
that, the church year closes and we wait. 

 Advent dawns four Sundays before Christmas 
— but it is not Christmas. Advent is always on time 
for us. To live Advent means we are in a time of 
waiting and anticipation. It is that moment just be-
fore dawn, that moment before the curtain is drawn 
back at the play, and the moment just before the 
principal oboist tunes the orchestra. Advent signals 
both the ending of the old and the beginning of the 
new. 

We are all in that time now. It is a time of 
change and transition for St. Mark’s and for Sue and 
me. By the end of Advent, we will all be in a differ-
ent place. You will have begun a time of extensive and 
utterly important examination for who you wish to be as 
a congregation. 

Sue and I will be experiencing our changes as we 
move back into our home in St. Paul, “Minnesnowda,” 
which is already filled with our daughter’s family. We 
will also be looking forward to new directions that God 
will lead us in our careers. Sue will seek employment as 
a registered dietitian and I will seek employment as an 
interim pastor or at the ELCA’s publishing house, Augs-
burg Fortress. 

For all of us, we can go forward mindful that we are 
always in God’s hands, always dependent upon the grace 
and mercy of God for our lives, always grateful for all 
the gifts and benefits God provides. God surely does care 
for his people. 

We have lived, worked, worshiped, and played 
among you for five years and we will always cherish 
those times. Most importantly, we will always cherish 
our many friendships and the mountains of love and 
support you have provided us as you made us feel at 
home at St. Mark’s. We are eternally thankful. 

Advent is a time of expectation and hope. Advent is 
always on time. Christmas is the time of fulfillment and 
promise: “Come, O come, Emmanuel.” We wish you all 
blessings of both seasons.           – Pastor Tom Hanson 

 

 

Messages from Council President 

Hospitality  
According to Google, the definition is “The friendly 

and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visi-
tors, or, strangers”. I was in Atlanta over the summer and 
was heading back to the airport. It was a busy Monday 
morning about 6 am and I was walking through down-
town Atlanta with my bag. As I made my way to the 
subway entry, I made a wrong turn. I must have had a 
look of confusion because a young man walked up and 
asked if I needed help. I told him I was trying to get to 
the train but I must have missed my entrance. He said, 
“No problem. You should have turned right, not left”. He 
pointed to the side and I saw the sign to my train. I 
thanked him and he walked with me to make sure I made 



2 
 

it to the escalator. 
As we walked, he asked me, “Do you read the Bi-

ble?” I said, “Not as much as I should.” He asked if I 
knew what Bible stood for. I told him no and he said… 
Basic Instructions Before Life Ends (BIBLE). I was 
amazed. I had never heard that before but I liked it. He 
then went on to tell me that he was homeless, was HIV+ 
but never missed his doctor’s appointment, he took his 
medications daily, he just got a job as a dishwasher at a 
local restaurant and he was blessed every day because 
God gave him another day to live. I was amazed that a 
man living on the street, and dealing with a difficult di-
agnosis could be so grateful. We made it to my train and 
he asked if I could give him $4.28. I was surprised at be-
ing asked for a specific amount and I asked why $4.28. 
He told me he could get a good, hot breakfast at Grady 
Hospital for that amount and it just happens that the train 
we are standing by will take him to Grady. It was easy 
for me to hand over a $5 bill because he had walked me 
safely to my train, given me a powerful reminder about 
the Bible and reminded me of the importance of each 
day. He showed me, a stranger, hospitality. Would I 
have been as generous to him, a homeless man, if he had 
the same confused look on his face or would I have just 
walked by? I do not know. But I do know that, 4 months 
later, I still remember the young man and how he made 
me feel. I still remember the hospitality he showed me. 

What type of hospitality do we show to our guests, 
visitors or strangers at St. Mark’s? We have a food bin 
by our front door to remind us to drop off food donations 
for people in need. We list people in need of prayers in 
our weekly bulletin; some are members and some are 
guests or friends of members. Through Family Promise, 
we welcome strangers into our church so they have a 
safe place to sleep and food to eat. A Christmas tree is 
up in Hart Hall with names of strangers who need our 
help to place presents under their tree. Every weekday, 
young guests from our Ark are kept safe and entertained 
under the roof of our church. Visitors come every week 
to see what St. Mark’s has to offer during worship ser-
vices. On December 14th, a guest will arrive at St. 
Mark’s…our new interim pastor. I know the hospitality 
St. Mark’s provides to visitors, guests and strangers, and 
I look forward to the generous reception we will provide 
to our interim pastor. 

I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year. 

                              -- Tracy Williams, Council President 

 

Important Dates: 

• Wednesday December 9th Birthday for Christ at 6:15 
pm. Dinner at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

• Saturday December 12th- Annual Congregational 
Meeting at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

• Sunday December 13th- Celebration of Ministry for 
Pastor Hanson on his final day. 

• Monday December 14th- Special council meeting 
with the outgoing and new council members at 7:00 
pm in the Music Suite. 

• Sunday December 20th- 8:30 am and 11:00 am wor-
ship service with the Interim Pastor. Come meet our 
new Interim Pastor 

• Monday December 21st- Longest Night service at 
7:00 pm 

• Thursday December 24th- Christmas Eve worship 
services at 4:00 pm and 11:00 pm (Musical offering 
program begins at 10:30 pm. Come and hear our tal-
ented musicians) 

• Sunday December 27th- 10:00 am service. One ser-
vice that will focus on Christmas Carols and cele-
brating the birth of Jesus 

Call Process Update 

As we begin our call process, I wanted to share with 
you the steps we will follow. The Florida-Bahamas Syn-
od has a manual Walking Together through the Transi-
tion Process: A Guide for Congregational Leaders. On 
Wednesday, December 9th, the council will meet with 
leaders from the Synod to review this manual and begin 
our transition journey. A copy of the manual and our 
place along the steps will be available in Hart Hall for all 
members to review.  

Reflections of Thanks 

As 2015 comes to an end, there are many people who 
deserve thanks for the work they do each day at St. 
Mark’s and I am going to highlight a few of those peo-
ple. 

Rose Tallman will be stepping down from her posi-
tion as Financial Secretary. She has performed this role 
for over 10 years and will be taking a much deserved 
break. Some of the duties required in this role are track-
ing and documenting the gifts given to St. Mark’s by 
members, preparing the quarterly statements for mem-
bers, creating monthly reports for finance and council 
and maintaining the weekly offerings in Servant Keeper. 
Rose also completed many other roles such as putting 
together the Messenger and e-Roar and working in the 
office.  

                                                  (continued page 3) 
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Larry Tallman has been our Comptroller for many 
years and he too will be stepping down from this im-
portant role. In this role, Larry pays all bills related to St. 
Mark’s, he manages our accounts in various banking in-
stitutions, creates monthly reports for finance and coun-
cil meetings, works with members on memorial funds 
and estate planning and forecasts future reserves in our 
accounts. Larry also performs many other volunteer du-
ties in the church office and on the physical property. 

Both Larry and Rose put in many hours a week to 
ensure the “operational” duties of St. Mark’s are com-
plete so the ministry and mission of St. Mark’s can con-
tinue. I thank both of you for your years of service. Your 
time and talents will be missed. 

Four council members completed their terms in 
2015, Pat Ainsley, Bernie Giancola, Bill VanAs and Bob 
Wofford. All four served on council for the past 3 years 
and have worked hard to keep the mission of St. Mark’s 
strong. The last year of their service was emotional but I 
am grateful for their dedication to St. Mark’s during this 
difficult time. I only served for 5 months with them but I 
know each one took their roles and responsibilities seri-
ously. They dedicated many hours to council meetings, 
committee meetings, property needs and office needs. 
Their countless hours of service to our mission is appre-
ciated. Thank you. 

Dale Gatz’s term for The St. Mark’s Foundation ends 
this year as well. Dale has served 5 years in this position 
and helped disperse funds that support the Mission of St. 
Mark’s. This fiduciary responsibility is an important role 
and I thank you for dedicating your time to our ministry. 
Pastor Hanson’s final service at St. Mark’s will be Sun-
day, December 13th. Pastor Hanson came into our church 
as an interim pastor but his pastoral calling changed into 
our senior pastor. He has served as our minister through 
good and bad times. He has performed baptisms, wed-
dings and funerals for our members and friends. Both he 
and Sue, cheered on the Jaguars (win or lose) with other 
members of the church and I wish them a safe journey 
home to Minnesota. 

                              -- Tracy Williams, Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes 

Longest Night Service 

Good Christians, all, rejoice! With heart and soul and 
voice! 
But my heart has no joy and my soul is in pain. 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
My faith is wavering. Instead of triumph I have disap-
pointment and setbacks. 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his 
wings. 
I go through each day only barely alive, desperately 
wanting to be healed. 

Do you hear echoes of your own sentiments in re-
sponse to these lines from classic Christmas hymns?  
While some anticipate joy as the holidays approach, oth-
ers feel lost and forgotten in the mix.  If this sounds like 
you, you may find comfort and a measure of healing in 
our “Longest Night” service.  On the longest night of the 
year, we bring our hurts, disappointments, and fears to 
God.   

Financial problems? Grief from losing a loved one? 
Health concerns?  Relationship issues?  God is ready to 
hear about all of them. 

Do you know someone who would benefit from this 
quiet time?  Don’t just tell them about the service, offer 
to come with them and provide support. 

Come alone, or come with a friend. 
Prayer, readings, silence.   
Monday, December 21st, 7:00 p.m.           -- Tony Cruz 

Voting Eligibility 

Per St. Mark’s constitution, in order to be eligible to 
vote at congregational meetings, confirmed members 
must have 
) a contribution of record to St. Mark’s and 
�) communed, in the previous year or current year (all of 
��
  to YTD ��
$). Therefore, please make sure to sign 
the attendance book and check the “communed” box so 
that your presence can be recorded. Also, make sure any 
pew envelope with a contribution (check or cash) has 
your name on it. (Spouses contribute together under one 
account. Confirmed children each have their own ac-
count and are not tied to their parents’ account.) Contact 
Rose Tallman (�%�-
% $) if you have any questions. 

The next congregational meeting will be on Satur-
day, December 
�, at &:��am in Fellowship Hall. The 

��
% Spending Authorization will be discussed and ��
% 

Council members will be voted in.   – Rose Tallman 
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St. Mark’s Ark 

Love, Learn, Grow are words that describe what hap-

pens at the Ark.    
God’s love is here at the Ark.  Each week Ark chil-

dren ages two to five go to the Nave for chapel service.  
The service opens with the children singing Jesus Loves 
Me.    Then Jane plays the piano while other chapel 
songs are sung with voices that have to make God smile.   
They sing Twinkle, Twinkle every week.  This is not re-
quired, they just love it.  The songs are followed by a 
story and prayer.  Often the story has an example of 
God’s love.  The best part of chapel is when the children 
share love.  They cheer at the end of every song.  They 
mimic the actions of the adults leading chapel.  They 
give great hugs on their way out of service.  They are lit-
tle bundles of God’s love walking around. 

I am amazed how much the students learn each day.  
Children come here before they can walk, talk or feed 
themselves.  When they leave, they know so much.  Our 
students can count in English and French.  They know 
letters and their sounds.  Some read!  They feed them-
selves and can tell you the food groups they are eating.  
They run, jump, balance on one foot, thread beads, and 
write.  The staff here has made St. Mark’s Ark a place 
that doesn’t just care for children.  St. Mark’s Ark is a 
place of learning. 

As the children grow and move from class to class I 
continue to be amazed at how fast it all happens.  I was 
looking at an old sleeping mat in the Grizzly Bear room.  
It had Reuben’s name on it.  He was here 14 years ago, a 
three year old Lion.  Now he is in high school.  I see Ark 
graduates everywhere.  They are in elementary school, 
middle school, high school, college, or the work force.  
They have grown and blossomed in part because of the 
time they spent here.  God’s peace,    - Patrice Roux-Neal 

Worship Schedule 

December worship  

Casual Saturday services continue on the 
st and /rd 
Saturdays at $:/� pm. this month. Our regular Sunday 

worship times are 1:/� am and 

:�� am, with Sunday 

School at &: $ am. As in the past few years, there will be 
a Longest Night service on Monday, December �
, at 

4:��pm. (See Tony’s Music Notes)  Join us on Christmas 

Eve for either the  :�� pm or 

:�� pm service, with spe-
cial Christmas music at 
�:/� pm to celebrate the birth of 

our Lord. On December �4, there will be only one ser-

vice at 
�:�� am and no Sunday School.   
                                                        -- Celebrate Team  

Men In Mission 

Work and Fellowship 

The Men in Mission workday was held on Novem-
ber7th. Ten folks gathered at 7:30am for prayer and 
breakfast prepared by Sue and Pastor Tom. 

Eric and Gina Olson did A/C filter maintenance; 
Robert Brown,  Fred Schaible, and Ken Sohacki pressure 
washed walkways and some ceilings in the Ark area, Bill 
and Punkie VanAs  worked at completing the painting in 
the Office area.  Some faucets and lights were also 
worked on by the team as time allowed. 

Our next scheduled workday will be Saturday, No-
vember 28th, 2015 to assist with the Christmas decora-
tions and Chrismon tree.  Our normal A/C and lighting 
maintenance will also be done that day.  There will be no 
workday in December. A notice will go out via the 
phone tree with the work planned and as always all are 
welcome. Thanks to all that support and have supported 
this maintenance mission. We look forward to rebuilding 
this group in the upcoming year. 

Property 

Our Property meeting was brief this month. All of 
the current projects are on hold until after the New Year 
and the review of the 2016 spending plan.  There are still 
roof and A/C projects that will need to be dealt with at 
some point, but apart from our normal maintenance 
items in the spending plan. 

Our next Property meeting is scheduled for Decem-
ber 10, 2015. God's work, our hands,  

 —Bernie G. and the Property Committee 

Women’s Ministries 

 

December circle meetings: 

• Rebecca Circle — Sat. Dec. 5 at 10:00 am/Hart Hall 
(Please note:  Rebecca Circle now meets on the first 
Saturday of the month.) 

• Priscilla Circle — Sat. Dec. 5 at 11:00 am at the home 
of Bonnye Bell (Note change of date and place for this 
meeting.) 

• Deborah Circle — Tues. Dec. 8 at 9:30 am/Hart Hall 
 
All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 
and special events.  Contact Rachel Mumford or Joyce 
Wertz for more information.  
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Birthday for Christ 

Join the Celebration 

Christmas is the time of 
year we join together and 
create a special event for 
children in protective custody 
and their families.   Your 
gifts may be the only gifts 
they receive.    

The tree is up in Hart 
Hall.  Please take an ornament.  Sign the notebook, op-
posite the name you have chosen, and bring your gift to 
the Wednesday celebration.              

The Birthday for Christ celebration is Wednesday, 
December 9th at 6:15 pm.  Come join us, bring your gift 
and your holiday spirit.                        – Bonnye Bell 

 

The Stewing Pot 

A Stewing Thought  

Two well-worn bills arrive at the Federal Reserve 
Bank to be retired. As they move along the conveyor belt 
the twenty and the one dollar bill strike up a conversa-
tion. The twenty says: ”I’ve  traveled  all over the world, 
been in the finest of restaurants, seen Broadway shows, 
Las Vegas, Europe and assorted Caribbean cruises.” He 
concludes his tale and says “Where have you been?  
“Let’s see,” says the one dollar bill, “I’ve been to the 
Methodist church, the Episcopal church and the Lutheran 
church.”   “What’s a church?” asks the twenty….. 
 

What’s in your wallet and where does it go?    
 

On behalf of all of the members of the Stewardship 
team, thank you, Pastor Tom, for your guidance, support 
and teaching of Christian Stewardship!        —Uncle Stew 

Memorial and Honor Gifts 

The following gifts, not previously acknowledged, were 
received by St. Mark’s in recent weeks: 

In memory of Lynn Sheets – 

Clara Echerer 

In memory of Bill Willmot – 

Clara Echerer 

In memory of Beverly Cummingham –  
Clara Echerer 
 

 

 

 

Dinner before Birthday for Christ 

Wednesday, December 9th is St. Mark’s annual 
birthday for Christ celebration.  The presents from the 
giving tree will be presented that night.  A children’s 
musical will be the highlight of the evening. The Bears 
will be performing!! 

We would love to have all the Ark and church 

families come, enjoy dinner and attend our celebra-

tion. Firehouse Subs dinners will be ordered for those 
reserving them, and they will be served before the 
6:15pm celebration.  For reservations, complete the form 
below and drop it off at the Ark or church office with 
payment attached by December 3rd.   

 

Due by December 3rd 
 

December 9th Dinner  

Reservation Form 

Meal includes Regular sized Firehouse Sub, chips,  
drink, and dessert, for $12 each*.   

 
Name - 

____________________________________ 
 
#_________ Turkey sub 

#_________  Ham sub 
 
Total price enclosed ______________  
Checks made out to St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

*You may want to have small children share. 

 

Community Events 

Health and Nutrition Support Group 

 St. Mark’s Health & Nutrition Support Group will 
NOT meet in December. Please join us when meetings 
resume on Saturday, January 16, 2016 from 9:00am to 
10:00 am in Hart Hall. (The third Saturday of each 
month.) This group is for anyone who is interested in 
health and nutrition – diabetics, heart patients, those who 
want to lose weight or maintain weight loss, those inter-
ested in healthy aging, or anyone who just wants to eat 
and live in a healthy manner. (It is not a weight-loss 
group.) Family and friends are invited to attend. Each 
person brings a new perspective. For questions, please 
call Lynn Doiron at 904-703-0847 or doironl@comcast.net. 

We hope to see you there!                       -- Lynn Doiron 
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UCOM 

Christmas Bags 
UCOM will give out bags with holiday food the 

week of Christmas. They are hoping to give out 150 bags 
at this time. All items need to be at the pantry by Sun-
day, December 20. After hours, drop off and pick up can 
be arranged; call 904-396-2401 for information or ques-
tions. Each bag will contain the following items: 

 

Canned yams  Canned pumpkin 
Corn (2)  Carrots (2) 
Green Beans (2) French fried onions 
Stuffing mix   Cream of mushroom soup (2) 
Corn bread mix (2) Gravy (2) 
Boxed pie crust mix Instant mashed potatoes 
Canned pie filling Canned cranberry sauce 
Cake or Cookie mix $15 or $25 grocery store gift card 

Any contribution will be greatly appreciated!  

--Marge Broward 

The Drip Line 

Blood drive  

Thank you to all who were able to 
be present and donate on 10/18/15.  16 
units of blood products were collected.  
Please be advised of the following im-
portant notice: The blood drive for 

December 13, 2015 at Saint Mark’s 

has been cancelled. A number of ac-
tivities on this date will impact our available donor pool 
for collections.  The next scheduled collection date will 
be 02/14/2016. Thanks! 

                                                            —Jan Berglund 

The Lutheran magazine 

Renew magazine subscription 

The annual subscription cost for the ��
% Lutheran 

magazine will soon be billed to St Mark's.  If you don't 
want to have us renew your subscription for next year, 
let Larry or Rose Tallman know.  If you do want to have 
the subscription renewed, we ask that you put a check 
payable to St Mark's in the offering plate. Please write: 
The Lutheran on the memo line.  I assume that the re-
newal will be $
� again.  

The Lutheran is the official magazine of the ELCA. 
In it you will find many good articles about congregation 
and their ministries and meaningful biblical or devotion-
al articles. You will also be kept informed of church-
wide programs, such as the Malaria Campaign, and 

ELCA-related colleges and agencies. The Lutheran is al-
so a good source for news about ELCA decisions and re-
lationships with other denominations around the world.  

I strongly encourage you to renew your subscription 
or to start getting The Lutheran. It's a great deal for a 
great Christian magazine. Thanks!         - Larry Tallman 

 

Lion’s Pride 

Join us this month! 

Lion's Pride will meet for their Christmas luncheon 
on Friday, December 

, at 

:/�am at Athen’s Café. 
Reservations are necessary, so please call Clara at 4/4-
  1� by December   if you plan to attend.  

All are welcome!                                  – Clara Echerer 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve 

Poinsettia Order Form 

Your name (please print)  

_____________________________________ 

Number of poinsettias __________ 

“In honor of” OR “In memory of” (Circle one) 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
 
_____  My plant may be delivered to a shut-in. 
_____  I will pick up my plant for personal use. 
 
(Poinsettias will be available 

following the 10:30 pm service on 
Christmas Eve.)  Please return this 
form and payment to the office, or 
place in offering plate and mark 
your check “poinsettia” by Sunday, 
December 13th.  

Amount enclosed $ _____________________ 
(Last year’s were $10 each; unsure how much they’ll  
be this year, though probably about that same amount.) 
 

Additional order forms are available on the table  
in the Narthex. 
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Supper Club News 

Mid-January Group Dinner is Planned 

The Fall Kick off held in our fellowship hall was a 
huge success.  Those able to attend enjoyed a true 
homemade Italian menu, and we had a wonderful turn-
out!  Thanks to each and every one of you who contrib-
uted in so many ways. 

We were unable to get enough members of the group 
to "host" for smaller group gatherings in Oct/Nov/ 
Dec.  We want to keep our long time venue of "Supper 
Club" so we are planning another gathering for the entire 
group sometime in mid-January.  Mary Mittelstadt has 
graciously offered  to hold this dinner at her house.  The 
date and time will be announced in upcoming publica-
tions of the "Roar" and emails. Please plan to attend! 

We will just change things up a bit for the 2015-2016 
season.  I have a list of those who had volunteered to 
host the smaller groups in Spring.  If you all want to still 
have small gatherings in the Spring we will make up the 
groups from the original sign-up sheet that was posted in 
the Fall.   

We will end our year with the traditional group gath-
ering in May. 

If anyone has questions or suggestions please contact 
myself or Mary. God's Peace!        -- Jenny Hicks 
 

Bingo Social 

Booster Club Social Open to All 

On Saturday, February 27, the Jacksonville Jaguars 
Booster Club will host a Bingo social to be held in our 
Fellowship Hall.  There will be a $16 charge for 30 dif-
ferent games.  This time of fellowship is open to anyone 
who would like to have an evening of fun, not just 
Booster Club members.  Mark the date on your calendar.   
We'll have other announcements as we get closer to the 
date.  We do need reservations so we know how to plan 
for the evening.  Call us at 721-5530 or e-mail us at of-
fice@jagsboosters.com  to add your name to the list. 
Come and join the fun!                         --  Loree Mueller 

 

Send Team Meeting 

The Send Team will meet in the Library after the 
11:00am service on December 6.  A light lunch will be 
served.          – Lynn Doiron 
 

Save the Date 

Augsburg Orchestra Concert 

 

 
Hospitality takes top place in the list of St. Mark’s 

core values.  We extend it cheerfully to those who come 
through the red doors on Hendricks Avenue.  Our wel-
come to young people is especially warm. 

An opportunity to show our hospitality comes with 
the arrival of the Augsburg Orchestra, a group of college 
students from Augsburg College in Minneapolis.  The 
group of about thirty students will perform a concert on 
Tuesday, January 5th, at 7:00 p.m. in our nave.  They will 
provide the gift of music and we will provide the gift of 
hospitality – including a meal and overnight lodging.    

How can you help?  Volunteer to provide a casserole 
for their meal on Tuesday evening.  You can also offer to 
host a couple of students and/or staff members in your 
home overnight – they will also need breakfast and a ride 
back to St. Mark’s on Wednesday morning.   

Please watch for details as the date draws near. 
      -- Tony Cruz 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for December 2015 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Server Altar Guild 

Dec. � �:�	 

Saturday 

  none Ginger Hudson &  

Marieanne Prokop 

Dec. � �:�	 

Advent 	 ��:		 

Kathy Richardson 

Carl Moser 

Eric Olson 

Gary Pudimat 

Ellen Olson 

Dennis Doiron 

Nicki Hassell 

Francine Baker & Susan  

Jackson 

Dec. �� �:�	 

Advent 
 ��:		 

Pat Ainsley 

Gary Pudimat 

Ellen Olson 

Carl Moser 

Carol Daraskevich 

Al Voss 

Bonnye Bell & Renee Roath 

Francine Baker & Susan  

Jackson 

Dec. �/ �:�	 

Saturday 

Larry Tallman Rose Tallman 

 

none Ginger Hudson & 

Marieanne Prokop 

Dec. 2	 �:�	 

Advent � ��:		 

Bill VanAs 

Jane Kilby 

Neil Daraskevich 

Al Voss 

Rose Tallman 

Susan Jackson 

Bonnye Bell & Mary Cusick 

MaryLou Weidenmier & 

Rachel Mumford 

Dec. 2� (Monday) 8:		 

Longest Night  

    

Dec. 29 (Thursday) 9:		 

Christmas Eve ��:		 

Jane Kilby 

Jane Kilby 

 

Al Voss 

Volunteer Francine Baker & Renee Roath 

Bridget & Jordan Pudimat 

Dec. 28 �	:		 

Christmas �  

Kathy Richardson Leslie Allen Volunteer Renee Roath & Mary Cusick 

Francine Baker & Nicki Hassell 

 

Date Order of St John Fellowship Nursery Ushers Flowers 

Dec. � �:�	 

Saturday 

none     

Dec. � �:�	 

Advent 	  

��:		 

Volunteers 

 

Amelia & Becca Jorn 

Jorn Family 

 

Volunteer 

Barbara Brown & 

Volunteer 

Bridget & Gary 

Pudimat 

Volunteers 

 

Mary Cusick 

Dec. �� �:�	 

Advent 
  

��:		 

Volunteers 

 

Grace Maszy & Jody 

Harkrider 

Nicki Hassell 

 

Lynn & Dennis 

Doiron 

Cindy & Ken  

Sohacki 

Arold & Miora 

Rambeloarisoa 

Volunteers 

 

Larry & Rose 

Tallman 

Dec. �/ �:�	 

Saturday 

none   Volunteers 

 

 

Dec. 2	 �:�	 

Advent � ��:		 

Volunteers 

Peyton & AJ Harkrider 

Volunteer 

Volunteer 

Ellen & Eric Olson 

Jill & Madison Hillis 

Volunteers 

 

Clara Echerer 

Dec. 2� (Monday) 8:		 

Longest Night  

Volunteers 

 

  Volunteers 

 

 

Dec. 29 (Thursday) 9:		 

 

Christmas Eve ��:		 

Amelia & Becca Jorn  

Jody & AJ Harkrider 

Jordan & Nolan Pudimat 

Miora Rambeloarisoa & 

Tahiana Rakotoman-

drindra 

 Volunteers 

 

 

Volunteers 

 

Volunteers 

Poinsettias 

 

Festival Stands- 

Jane Kilby 

Dec. 28 �	:		 

Christmas �  

Volunteer & Miora 

Rambeloarisoa 

Volunteers Rachel & John 

Mumford 

Volunteers Poinsettias 
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Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. 

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic 

servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ. 

Our Vision 

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all 

to be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill 

our relationship with Christ in service to community. 

 

December 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29    

 

30 1 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 
7:30pm Community 
Band/FH 

2 
5:30pm StMark’s 
Ringers/N 
6:15pm Vespers/N 
6:45pm Alleluia 
Ringers/N 
7:30pm Festival 
Choir/MS 

 

3 
10:00am Ark  
Chapel/N 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 

 

4 

 

5 
10:00am Rebecca 
Circle Meeting/HH 
11:00am Priscilla 
Circle/Bonnye Bell’s 
home  
5:30pm Casual/ 
Contemporary Wor-
ship/N 
 
 

6  UCOM Dollar  Sunday 

8:30am Worship/N 
9:45am Blood pressure 
screening/L 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship/N 
12:15pm Send Team 
meeting & Lunch/L 
5:30-8:00pm Youth Group 
Meeting/HH 

 

7 

 

8  
9:30am Deborah Cir-
cle/HH 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 
7:30pm Community 
Band/FH 

9  
5:30pm StMark’s 
Ringers/N 
6:15pm Birthday for 
Christ/N 
7:30pm Festival 
Choir/MS 

10 

10:00am Ark  
Chapel/N 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 
6:30pm Property 
Committee/CR 
 

11 
11:30am – 1:00pm 
Lion’s Pride luncheon 
meeting/Athen’s Cafe 

 

12 

9:00am Congrega-
tional Meeting/FH 

 

13    Family Promise  

               Host Week 

Last day for Pr. Hanson 
Receptions after both  
services 
8:30am Worship/N 
9:45am Blood pressure 
screening/L 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship/N 

14 Family Promise  

               Host Week 
7:00pm Special 
Council Meeting for 
current and incoming 
members/MS 

 

15  Family Promise  

               Host Week   
Messenger Sub-
mission Deadline 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 
7:30pm Community 
Band/FH 

16 Family Promise  

               Host Week 
5:30pm StMark’s 
Ringers/N 
6:15pm Vespers/N 
6:45pm Alleluia 
Ringers/N 
7:00pm Executive 
Committee/CR 
7:30pm Festival 
Choir/MS 
 

17  Family Promise  

               Host Week 
10:00am Ark 
Chapel/N  
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 

18 Family Promise  

               Host Week 
 

19  Family Promise  

               Host Week   
(Health & Nutrition 
Support Group-
Canceled) 
 
5:30pm Casual/ 
Contemporary Wor-
ship/N 

20 Family Promise  

               Host Week 
8:30am Worship/N 
9:45am Blood pressure 
screening/L 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship/N 
 

 

21 
6:30pm Finance 
Team/L 
 
7:00pm Longest 
Night Service/N 

22 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 

 

23 
5:30pm StMark’s 
Ringers/N 
6:15pm Vespers/N 
6:45pm Alleluia 
Ringers/N 
7:30pm Festival 
Choir/MS 

 

24   Christmas      

                Eve 
Church Office 
CLOSED and  
St. Mark’s Ark 
CLOSED 
 

4:00pm Worship/N 
10:30pm Music prel-
ude/N 
11:00pm Worship/N 

 

25     Christmas      

                Day 
Church Office 
CLOSED and 
St. Mark’s Ark 
CLOSED 

26 

 

27   
9:45am Blood pressure 
screening/L 
10:00am Worship/N 
NO Sunday School 
 

28 

 

29 
5:15pm Meditation/N 
6:00pm Yoga/HH 
 

30 

No Music rehearsals 
or Vespers Service 
 

31 New Year’s Eve 
 
St. Mark’s Ark 
CLOSED 

1  New Year’s Day 
 
Church Office 
CLOSED and 
St. Mark’s Ark 
CLOSED 

2 



10 
 

Financial Summary for October 2015 December Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Loree Mueller December 5

Ron Eckels December 6

Alvin Harrison December 6

Luann Moore December 6

Grace Maszy December 7

Marshall Bastien December 16

Noelle Mitchell December17

Russ Snyder December 18

Greg Dodds December 21

Betty Griffith December 24

Larry Wertz December 26

Yvonne Gatz December 27

Mary Swart December 27

James Edwards December 29

Lynette Weber December 30

James Lumpkin December 31

 

 
 

Member Update & News 

Congratulations! 

Zachary Thomas was born to 
Drs. Dave and Tina Caro on 
11/05/15.  The family now resides 
at 1956 Eventide Ave., St. Johns, 
FL 32259.  We send our blessings 
to the whole family! 
 

Thank Yous 

 Thanks to my church family for 
their prayers and support. Love, 
                           Barbara Morton 
 
Dear St. Marks friends,  
 I want to thank you for the won-
derful concern and support you 
have shown to Glenn and to me 
during these last difficult months.  
We both appreciated the cards, 
notes, and hugs.  I feel truly blessed 
to be part of such a loving church 
family.   Mary Mittelstadt  
 

 

From the Church Office 

Keeping our records accurate 

If your address, phone number, cell phone number, or email address changes 

at any time, please notify the church office so the records can be accurate and 

your corrections published in the Messenger & directory. 

Is your birthday or anniversary missing? Then it is not in the church data-

base. Let the Church office know of any omissions so everyone can be remem-

bered on their special days.  

Calendar items and articles 

Items to be included in the weekly Roars must be in by Wednesday at noon. 

Items to be included in the monthly Messenger must be submitted by the 
$th of 

each month. Please keep messages brief. All articles, messages, calendar info, 

etc. are subject to approval and may be reformatted at the discretion of the edi-

tors. Submit notices and articles to the office or email at admin@stmarksjax.org.

  — Gina Olson  
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We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's 
people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

 

Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

 1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 

 8:30 am &  11:00 am    

 9:45 am Sunday school for children and adults  

 Nursery provided at both services. 

Office Hours 

 Monday – Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm (temporary) 

 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Rev. Thomas S. Hanson   Senior Pastor 

 Office phone: 904-396-9608 

 Mobile phone: 904-416-5341 (preferred) 

 Email: hansonts@comcast.net 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 

 Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21 

 Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregation Officers & Council 

Tracy Williams  President Lynn Doiron**Vice President 

Jan Berglund*Secretary Eric Olson Celebrate 

Bernie Jorn  Invite Barbara Brown  Nourish  

Bernie Giancola  Property  Bob Wofford 

Bill VanAs  **Lynn Doiron, Send 

Aaron Brown  *Jan Berglund, Stewardship 

Larry Tallman    

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

 Office phone: 904-346-0404 

 Email: director@stmarksark.com 

 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 

3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 Office phone: 904-396-9608 

 Fax: 904-396-3515 

 Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 

 Web: www.stmarksjax.org 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

 

 


