January 2016
From the Pastor
Pastor Hale came to
Florida courtesy of
the United States
Navy. Originally
from Pennsylvania,
Pastor Hale was serving as a pastor in
south central Pennsylvania when the
church called him to
be a chaplain in the
Navy. During this
ministry he served two hospital tours, two Marine tours,
two sea tours and finally at the chapel at Pensacola NAS.
After twenty plus years, he and his wife retired from
the Navy and he was called to be a pastor at Advent in
Orange Park. Since retiring from Advent in 2012, he has
served as an interim pastor at Hope, Satsuma and
Cross+Road in Fleming Island and most recently St.
Matthew's in Jacksonville.
A graduate of Lutheran Theological Seminary Gettysburg, he also has degrees from Penn State and the
University of West Florida. He and his wife Toni celebrated 52 years of marriage in November and have a
daughter and her husband who live in Knoxville, Tennessee and a son and daughter-in-law who live in Washington, DC and have two sons.

Messages from Council President
Janus words. Have you heard this term before? These are
words that have opposite meanings depending on how
they are used.
 Screen- to show OR to conceal
 Weather- to endure OR to erode
 Sanction- to allow OR to prohibit
 Buckle- to fasten OR to bend and then break
 Bolt- to secure OR to start suddenly and run
away

The words were named after the Roman god, Janus.
Janus was known as the god of beginnings and endings. He is often
depicted as having two faces; one on
the front and one on the back. The
power of words can be amazing.
How many times have you written
something or said something that
was meant with the best of intentions but it ended up hurting someone’s feelings? Janus words are perfect examples of how
one word used in a different way can change an entire
situation. These words just show how important communication is to all of us in every situation.
Some historians say the month of January was named
for Janus. January is often a time of looking back at what
happened the year before but looking forward to the year
ahead. I know David and I enjoy reflecting back on what
happened with our children in 2015….Joe turned one
and started walking, Cassidy started ballet and Isla
learned to write her name and we look forward to what
will happen in 2016… Joe will start to talk, Cassidy will
begin to write and Isla will start kindergarten. Amazing
milestones that we love to see develop.
At St. Mark’s, we will also go through a reflection of
past and present. In order to move through the steps of
call and reconcile within our congregation, we must look
back at what has occurred over the last year(s) and begin
to look at what we need to accomplish. The 2016 council
will attend a retreat this month to begin our reflection of
the needs of council and the congregation. This will be
our time to reflect and set goals as a leadership team.
One of my goals as council president is to communicate better with all of you, to ensure that members know
their voices and concerns are being heard and to respond
when an issue arises. I hope and pray I can convey clear
answers and words to each of you. I am honored to serve
as your council president for another year and I look forward to reflecting on the past and present with each of
you.
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Important Dates:
 January 3, 2016- Installation of council members
and officers at the 8:30 am and 11:00 am services
 January 10, 2016- 10:00 am Affirmation of Baptism service

Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pastor accepts or declines call
Step 11- Installation
Step 12- Evaluation of the process
Highlights from Annual Congregational Meeting
Our annual meeting was held on Saturday, December
12 in the Fellowship Hall. We had a great turn out of
members and everyone enjoyed some donuts, bagels and
coffee before the meeting. The congregation voted for 10
new council members, Eddie Jackson was selected as the
newest Foundation trustee and the 2016 spending authorization was passed. We did not have anyone on the slate
for Synod representatives for the annual meeting but we
will address this later in 2016. Many people wanted to
know more information about the meeting and duties of
the delegates. Look for an informational event in the first
quarter of 2016 where members will have an opportunity
to hear more about the annual Synod meeting.
Thank you to Bernie Giancola and Aaron Brown
who set up the room and got the AV working, Arold and
Miora Rambeloarisoa for being available for the nursery,
Jan Berglund and Barbara Brown for overseeing the registration, Jane Daugherty for opening our meeting in
prayer, Bill Ahrens and John Mumford for passing microphones around so members could be heard, Kathy
Richardson for closing our meeting in prayer and all the
members who were present.

Affirmation of Baptism
An Affirmation of Baptism service will be held on
Sunday, January 10 during a special 10:00 am service.
All are invited to attend one worship service to reaffirm
our baptism together as a congregation. Stay after the
service for a potluck meal in the fellowship hall.
Please bring the following item to share:
If your last name begins with
A-H………………………dessert
I-R……………………….entree
S-Z……………………….side dish
Call Process Update
The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual Walking
Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for
Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our
place along the steps will be available in Hart Hall for all
members to review. The manual is also available on the
Florida Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we
will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently
on step 2 bolded below.

2016 Council Members
This was a special year with 10 openings in council.
The congregation voted on a slate of 10 at the annual
congregational meeting and then the new council along
with the old council met on Monday, December 14. This
was a joint meeting to pass the torch from one council to
another. During this meeting, the newly formed council
(ten new members and two returning members) picked
the terms for the newly elected members and voted on
officers for council. The ten new members picked a
piece of paper out of the offering plate and terms were
formed. This was done so we could balance the terms of
the council. The goal is to have 4 members coming off
council each year so there is always a good mix of new
and experienced council members.

Step1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A celebration
of ministry together
Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor or
interim
Step 3- A ministry assessment and discernment process
occurs
Step 4- The call process begins…call committee is
formed
Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is created
Step 6- A call list is formed
Step 7- Interview of candidates
Step 8- Primary candidates identified and interviewed by
congregation council
Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate

Terms ending in 2016- Barbara Brown, Aaron Brown,
Jane Kilby and Bridget Pudimat
Terms ending in 2017- Eric Olson, Larry Wertz, John
Mumford, Loree Mueller
2

Terms ending in 2018- Tracy Williams, Leslie Allen,
John Schoenecker, Barbara Stevens

Clothes, Travel-sized toiletries—Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental Floss, Soap, Deodorant, Shampoo, Conditioner, Feminine Products (tampons, panty-liners, pads),
Chapstick, New Socks, Granola or Energy Bars,
Tuna/cracker packs, Trail mix, Raisins, Nuts, Fruit cup,
Applesauce cups, Plastic Spoons, Gum, Hard candy, Hot
Cocoa/Spiced Cider Mixes or on-the-go coffee mixes.
“Blessing Bags” will be assembled at the church. Those
who wish to keep a few “Blessing Bags” in their cars
will take them, and give them out as needed to the homeless, or people in need we see on the streets. Thank you
to Loree Mueller, for sharing this idea.

Executive Committee:
Tracy Williams, President
Bridget Pudimat, Vice President
Jane Kilby, Secretary
Larry Wertz- Treasurer
Submitted by Tracy Williams, Council President
Financial Secretary Update
Loree Mueller has volunteered for the role of Financial
Secretary and has begun to train. Thank you taking on
this important role. If any members have questions about
their pledge or how to make a pledge to St. Mark’s,
please reach out to Loree. Thanks again to Rose Tallman
for all her years of service in this role. Volunteers are the
back bone of St. Mark’s!
Submitted by Tracy Williams, Council President
—Tracy Williams, Council President

Health and Nutrition Support Group
Saturday, January 16, 2016, from 9:00-10:00 am in Hart
Hall. (The third Saturday of each month)
How is that New Year’s Resolution going? You
know—the one to eat in a healthier manner or get more
exercise? This group is for anyone who is interested in
health and nutrition—diabetics, heart patients, those who
want to lose weight or maintain weight loss, those interested in healthy aging, or anyone who just wants to eat
and live in a healthy manner. (It is not a weight-loss
group.) Family and friends are invited to attend. Each
person brings a new perspective. For questions, please
contact Lynn Doiron at 904-703-0847 or doironl@comcast.net.
—Lynn Doiron, Send Team Chair

Community Events
Blood Drive Coordinator Needed
The Send Team is seeking a new coordinator for our
blood drives. Jan Berglund has resigned his duties as the
blood drive coordinator. If St. Mark’s is going to continue to host regular blood drives, we will need a new
coordinator. Jan has typically been at church at 7:20 am
on drive days to make sure the bus finds the right spot to
park alongside the white fence by the pastor’s office. Jan
has stayed to talk with donors, update names, hand out
drinks as needed, and make sure the staff is taken care of
with bathroom locations (and food when a drive occurs
on a day when there is a pot-luck at church.) The donations are about every nine weeks. Also, the new coordinator needs to be able to regularly step onto and off the
bus as needed. The following dates are currently confirmed for 2016—2/14/16, 4/10, 6/5, 8/7, 10/2 and
12/4/2016. We are grateful for Jan Berglund, who has
served St. Mark’s in this capacity for many years.
Thanks be to God for his faithfulness!

St. Mark’s Ark
The fairy godmothers have worked their magic
again. Ginger, Jane and Punkie worked wonders with the
Polar Bears and Grizzly Bears. The Bears performed at
Birthday for Christ. They sang in French and English.
Our students told the story of the littlest fir tree. The tree
was overlooked at Christmas time as families came to
pick a tree for their homes. The fur tree was sad until the
animals of the forest decorated her and a star from the
sky adorned her.
The fur tree was played by one of our smallest Bears.
She had mentioned to her mom that she was sad about
being little. The day after the program was a special and
busy day. Santa was coming! I got a call from our “fir
tree’s” mom during all the excitement of the day. She
told me how grateful she was that her child got to learn
that small is special too. Our program was not just cute.
It was a chance to touch souls big and small.
Santa (Steve) was also a big hit. Well, with most of
the children. The one and two year old students didn’t
like Santa as much at the older children did. The Webers

Blessings Bags
The Send Team is collecting donations for “Blessing
Bags”, which will most likely be assembled at the end of
January. Please place the following items in the bin
marked for this purpose, which is in Hart Hall. Gallon
Size Ziploc Bags, Quarters—Mini water bottles (8
ounces), Band-Aids, Baby Wipes, Hand Sanitizer, Wash
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took our children’s pictures and donated one copy to
each of our families as a Christmas gift. Our parents
were so appreciative as they picked up their children.
There were many comments about the smiling and crying pictures.
If you would like to see more of our talented children, join the Lion’s Pride for their January 8th lunch.
The Bears will sing and fellowship with everyone.
God’s peace,
—Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark

Property
There was no Property meeting in December. Some
required maintenance was done to the kitchen range
hoods for our semi-annual Fire Inspection.
The Property Chair will change in January as Aaron
Brown takes that position. My term on Council is complete and the committee responsibilities will revert to
Aaron. This is an important group that watches over the
property maintenance and I am thankful for the support I
was given from the team and the congregation.
Thank you,
God's work, our hands,
Bernie and the property Committee

Men In Mission: December 2015
We gathered for a Men in Mission workday a little
early for December in order to assist the Celebrate team
with the Christmas/Chrismon decorations. On November
28, 7 of us got together for prayer and bagels at 7:30 am.
Robert and Aaron Brown, Bill VanAs and Bernie
Giancola worked on lighting maintenance; Eric and Gina
Olson did A/C filter maintenance; and Punkie VanAs organized the education closet in the San Marco room. We
then gathered with the Celebrate folks around 9:00 am to
get the tree from the basement set up and assemble the
outside Crèche display. Work was completed around
11:30 am.
Our next scheduled workday will be Saturday, January 2, 2016 unless it is rescheduled. A notice will go out
via the phone tree with the work planned and as always
all are welcome. Thanks to all who support this maintenance mission. Many of the jobs are not large, but critical to the upkeep of this property.
—Bernie Giancola, Property Chair

Women’s Ministries

January circle meetings:
Rebecca Circle—Saturday, January 2 at 10:00 am/Hart
Hall
Deborah Circle—Tuesday, January 12 at 9:30 am/Hart
Hall
Priscilla Circle—Thursday, January 14 at 7:00 pm/Library

Bingo Social

Our three circles were named after women in the Bible.
Rebecca was the wife of Isaac; her story is in Genesis
24-27.
Deborah was a leader of Israel; her story is in Judges 45.
Priscilla was an early evangelist; her story is in Acts 18.

Booster Club Social Open to All
Everyone is invited to a bingo social being held here
at St. Mark's on Sat., February 27, 2016. You do not
have to be a Booster Club Member to attend. Doors open
at 5:30 pm, and the first game starts at 6:00 pm. The total
cost is $16; $15 for 30 games and $1 as a gift for our
host church. Money collected will go toward game
prizes. Please bring a snack to share. Ice and paper supplies will be provided. No alcohol, please. Prepayment is
preferred by PayPal or send your check to JJBC, 1010
East Adams St., Jacksonville, FL 32202. Cash only at
the door. Please RSVP to JJBC by phone (721-5530) or
e-mail (info@jaguarsbooster.com) so we know how
many to set up for. Looking forward to making new
friends and having a lot of fun!
—Loree Mueller

The Bible studies used in our circle meetings are often from the magazine for the Women of the ELCA
called “Gather”. The link below is to an article written
for “Gather” by Pastor Vickie Hamilton, who co-pastors at St. John’s Lutheran here in Jacksonville. If you
have a few minutes, copy and paste this link, and take
some time to read her article about prayer.
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/gather---prayingwith-eyes-and-ears-open--december-2015-news-390.php
Bookmark the website, and browse through some of
the other online articles in “Gather”, or click on the link
to the “Café” online magazine for young Lutheran
women.
All women are invited to participate in circle meetings and special events.
4

Save the Date

Memorial and Honor Gifts

Augsburg Orchestra Concert

The following gifts, not previously acknowledged,
were received by St. Mark’s in recent weeks:
In memory of Bill Kapp - Clara Echerer, Tom & Sue
Hanson, Jim Dennis, Gwin Reiser
In memory of Charles Coleman - Clara Echerer
In memory of Margie Barlow - Clara Echerer
In honor of the Jorn Family - 100 Times Foundation
Inc.
In memory of Bill Kapp - Mary Cusick
In memory of Charles Coleman - Mary Cusick

Hospitality takes top place in the list of St. Mark’s
core values. We extend it cheerfully to those who come
through the red doors on Hendricks Avenue. Our welcome to young people is especially warm.
An opportunity to show our hospitality comes with
the arrival of the Augsburg Orchestra, a group of college
students from Augsburg College in Minneapolis. The
group of about thirty students will perform a concert on
Tuesday, January 5, at 7:00 pm in our nave. They will
provide the gift of music and we will provide the gift of
hospitality—including a meal and overnight lodging.
How can you help? Volunteer to provide a casserole
for their meal on Tuesday evening. You can also offer to
host a couple of students and/or staff members in your
home overnight—they will also need breakfast and a ride
back to St. Mark’s on Wednesday morning.
Please watch for details as the date draws near.
—Tony Cruz, Cantor
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Worship Assistant Schedule for January 2016
Date
Jan. 2
Saturday
Jan. 3
Jan. 10

Assisting Minister

Lector

Server

Altar Guild

Loree Mueller
Carl Moser
Steve Hicks

Gina Olson
John Schoenecker
Al Voss

Jack Hudson
Susan Jackson
Ellen Olson

Renee Roath
Nicki Hassell
Renee Roath & Nicki Hassell

Ron Eckels
Gary Pudimat
Loree Mueller
Jane Kilby
Steve Hicks
Jane Kilby

Leslie Allen
Carl Moser
Neil Daraskevich
Gary Pudimat
Eric Olson
Al Voss

Jack Hudson
Bridget Pudimat
Carol Daraskevich
Eddie Jackson
Ellen Olson
Dennis Doiron

Renee Roath
Nicki Hassell
Renee Roath
Nicki Hassell
Renee Roath
Nicki Hassell

5:30
8:30
11:00
10:00

Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 16
Saturday
Jan. 17

5:30

Jan. 24

8:30
11:00
8:30

Epiphany 3

11:00

Jan. 31

8:30
11:00

Epiphany 4

Date
Jan. 2
Saturday
Jan. 3

Jan. 10

Order of St John

Nursery

Flowers

Barbara Brown &
volunteer
Bridget & Gary Pudimat
Arold Rambeloarisoa & Miora

Patrice Roux-Neal

8:30
11:00 Peyton & AJ Harkrider
8:30
11:00 Jordan & Nolan Pudimat

Ellen & Gina Olson
Jill & Madison Hillis
Volunteer
Rachel & John Mumford

Marvin Brown

8:30 Miora Rambeloarisoa & Tahiana
11:00 Rakotomandrindra

Mary Cox & volunteer
Francine Baker & volunteer

Ruth Copeland

5:30
8:30
11:00 Amelia & Becca Jorn
10:00 Grace Maszy & Jody Harkrider

Leslie Allen

Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 16
Saturday
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Epiphany 3

Jan. 31
Epiphany 4

5:30
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Marvin Brown

January 2016
Sunday
27

Monday
28

Tuesday
29

Wednesday
30

Thursday
31

Friday
1 New Year’s Day

Saturday
2

3

4

5

6 Day of Epiphany

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 Martin Luther

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

Epiphany Sunday

Second Sunday of Christmas
8:30 am Worship/Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship/Nave

9:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Affirmation of
Baptism Service/Nave

8:30 am Worship/Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship/Nave
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8:00 am Worship/Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship/Nave

6:30 pm Nourish
Team Meeting/Conference Room
6:30 pm Stewardship
Ministry Meeting/Library

King Day

6:30pm Finance
Team/Library
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6:30 pm Council
Meeting/Library

5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
7:00 pm Augsburg
Orchestra Concert/Nave
7:30 pm Community
Band/Fellowship Hall

9:30 am Deborah
Circle/Hart Hall
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band/Fellowship Hall
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band/Fellowship Hall

5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall
7:00 pm St. Mark’s
Ark Board/Library
7:30 pm Community
Band/Fellowship Hall

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers/Nave
6:15 pm Vespers/Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers/Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir/Music Suite
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers/Nave
6:15 pm Vespers/Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers/Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir/Music Suite

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers/Nave
6:15 pm Vespers/Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers/Nave
7:00 pm Executive
Committee/ Conference Room
7:30 pm Festival
Choir/Music Suite
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers/Nave
6:15 pm Vespers/Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers/Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal/Music Suite

10:00 am Ark
Chapel/Nave
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall

10:00 am Ark
Chapel/Nave
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00pm Yoga/Hart
Hall
7:00 pm Priscilla Circle @ Library
10:00 am Ark
Chapel/Nave
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall

10:00 am Ark
Chapel/Nave
5:15 pm Meditation/Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall

Church Office & St.
Mark’s Ark Closed

12:00 pm Lion’s
Pride Meeting &
Lunch/Hart Hall

Messenger Submission Deadline

7:30 am Men In Mission/Fellowship Hall
10:00 am Rebecca
Circle/Hart Hall
5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service/Nave

9:00 am St. Mark’s
Health & Nutrition
Support Group/Hart
Hall
5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary Worship/Nave
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8:30 am Worship/Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission
We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.
Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all
to be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill
our relationship with Christ in service to community.
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Financial Summary for November

January Birthdays
Bill Requet
Hilda Wickman
Tom Moore
Gina Olson
Ray Booth
Marvin Brown
Robert Brown
John Schoenecker
Lee Ann Smith
Alan Voss
Kristen Kemp
Laura Kate Snyder

January 1
January 2
January 9
January 10
January 14
January 14
January 20
January 22
January 25
January 25
January 28
January 28

Address Changes
Peggy Cornely is now living in Charleston, SC in an assisted living facility
near her stepdaughter. Mail can be
sent to:
1841 Ashley Hall Rd.
Charleston, SC 29407
Pastor Tom and Sue Hanson’s new address is 1848 Noble Rd.
Arden Hills, MN 55112.
Peter Armstrong’s email is incorrectly
listed in the church directory. His
correct email address is
petearmstrong51@gmail.com.
Phyllis Green is now living with her
son at the following address:
737 Springview Dr.
Orlando, FL 32803

Thank You
St. Mark's friends,
Thank you for the thoughts, prayers, calls, cards, and visits I received during
and after my hospital stay. They have certainly helped in my recovery, though
I still have a way to go to resume my activities.
Blessings to all,
Larry Tallman
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Betty Griffith is now at
4600 Middleton Park Cir. E., Apt C534
Jacksonville, FL 32224-4624.

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's
people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff
Pastor Robert M. Hale Interim Pastor
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064
Email: Heald44@aol.com

Worship Services
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays
5:30 pm
Sunday Morning
8:30 am & 11:00 am
9:45 am Sunday school for children and adults
Nursery provided at both services.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net
Congregational Officers & Council
Tracy Williams President
Bridget Pudimat Vice President
Larry Wertz Treasurer
Jane Kilby Secretary
Barbara Stevens
John Mumford
John Schoenecker
Loree Mueller
Aaron Brown Property Chair
Larry Wertz Finance Chair
Leslie Allen Fellowship Chair
Eric Olson Celebrate Chair
Barbara Brown Nourish Chair

Office Hours
Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (temporary)
Closed on national holidays.

Contact us
Church Office
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com
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