February 2016
From the Pastor
Eagle’s Wings
“But those who hope in the lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles, they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” (Isaiah 40:32)
"Let us not give up meeting together as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—
and all the more as you see the day approaching."
(Hebrews 10:25)
Relationships are based on expectations. When I was
first ordained and called to a two church charge in Pennsylvania, the President (not Bishop) of our Central Pennsylvania Synod shared these with us. They can help us as
we seek to overcome our challenges and grow.
“I want my congregation to be people for whom
God is sovereign and Jesus Christ is Lord. That seems
to be saying the obvious, but the real question is whether
the life of the congregation really says that God is the
center of all we do. For us, life is the daily renewing of
our baptismal vows expressed in prayer and the joyous
celebration of worship that culminates in the sacrament
of the Eucharist.
I want my congregation to be people who know
the word and to whom the word lives. We are the people who engage together in studying the Scriptures in order that we may be effective witnesses to the Gospel. If
we are the body of Christ, we need to be continually
growing up into Christ, who is the head.
I want my congregation to be people who love the
church as the creation of the Holy Spirit and who see
her as the bearer of the Good News of forgiveness of
sins, life and salvation. I want us to be the church
whose vision reaches beyond parochial boundaries and
beyond the circle of preferred associates. I want us to
know and appreciate our heritage as Lutherans and at the

same time to have the sense of being bound to our confession of Christ to Christians everywhere.
I want my congregation to be people who care
about each other. I would hope we would be known as
the people who love one another because we know what
it means to be forgiven and we know how to forgive.
When, within our church, we talk about the priesthood of
all believers, we underscore the fact that each of us is
called to minister to and on behalf of others, including
reaching out in efforts to reawaken the spiritually indifferent.
I want my congregation to be people who care
about God’s world. I want us to be good stewards of the
earth and of all the resources with which he has provided
us. I want us to be a people sensitive to injustice and oppression and suffering in the world, capable of being
aroused to do something about it, honest enough to deal
with the ways in which we contribute to it, and courageous enough to change.”
—Pastor Bob Hale

Messages from Council President
We started 2016 by installing our new council members on January 3. On the following Sunday, January 10,
we had one worship service to celebrate the baptism of
Jesus and reaffirm our own baptism. We also included a
service of corporate confession and forgiveness. It was
an emotional service for me. In the past five years, I
watched my three children get baptized, but I had not
thought about my own baptism in many years. It was
special for me to reaffirm to myself what it means to be a
child of God.
Following the service, we all shared a meal together
in our fellowship hall. It was wonderful to see all of the
members come together to plan and participate in a special day. The Celebrate Ministry Team planned the service; the Property Team ensured all the tables and chairs
were ready and swept the floors of the fellowship hall
(thanks Aaron Brown!!); the Fellowship Team arranged
all the food and drinks for the meal and cleaned up the
kitchen at the end. I am thankful for the work of these
teams and all our members.
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February is a special month in the history of St.
Mark’s. On February 1, 1939, St. Mark’s bought their
first property at the corner of Hendricks Avenue and
LaSalle Street. Ten years later, on February 13, 1949,
our current St. Mark’s location was dedicated and the
first worship service was held. We had 88 households
and 197 people. 67 years later we are still worshipping
together on the same property. Knowing this history
gives me hope for the future of St. Mark’s.
I can only image the emotions that occurred during
that 10 year period of change. Imagine the fear…How
will we build a new church? Where will the money come
from? Will everyone move to the new church and continue to worship together? Will we fill the pews? Imagine the excitement…We get to design and build a new
church! Our new church will have more room to greet
new members! This new church will allow more opportunity to spread the Gospel to more people! Hallelujah!!
We are in a period of change now and there are many
emotions among our congregation. But just like the emotions of fear and excitement years ago, we need to go
through all these emotions to rediscover who we are and
how we will grow St. Mark’s. We must worship together
and listen to each other. We may not feel the same way
as another member, but we must work together to understand the feelings of each other. It will take all of us to
move St. Mark’s through this time of change. So, as we
enter the month of February, I am reminded of our history of beginnings in this month and I am hopeful for the
new beginnings to come.

out to all the members to get feedback about our current
and future state. There is a copy of the transition manual
in Hart Hall for all to review. The council is committed
to keeping each of our members informed about this process and we cannot move forward without our members’
input.
Member Talents
Bravo to our members, Jane Daugherty and Eric
Olson, on their performance in Handel’s Messiah with
The Jacksonville Symphony and Chorus in December
2015. Jane was a member of the chorus while Eric
played the oboe. It was a beautiful performance. Eric and
Jane, thank you for sharing your musical talents at St.
Mark’s and within our community. St. Mark’s is blessed
to have you as members.
—Tracy Williams, Council President

January 2016 Men in Mission
Our monthly Men in Mission work day was held on
January 2. We gathered around the table at 7:30 am for
coffee and bagels. We had a few projects for afterwards.
We had eight church members who help accomplish this
month’s work. Eric and Gina Olson replaced air filters
around the church property. Robert and Aaron Brown
changed several lights throughout the building inside and
out. Aaron, along with the help of Larry Wertz, installed
a plate blocking the use of the broiler on the oven in the
kitchen. Mike Swart cleaned around the perimeter of the
building clearing debris build up. This was done to help
keep “unwanted pests” outside of the building. Larry
along with Dave Swan and Bernie Giancola removed
and replaced damaged drywall in the conference room
and work room.
Our next scheduled workday will be Saturday, February 6, 2016. A notice will go out via the phone tree
with the work planned and as always all are welcome.
Thanks to all that support this maintenance mission.
Many of the jobs are not large, but critical to the upkeep
of this property.
—Aaron Brown, Property Chair

Call Process Update
On Thursday, January 14, Connie Schmucker, Assistant to the Bishop-Leadership, met with the congregational council to review the transition manual, Walking
Together through the Transition Process. A Guide for
Congregational Leaders. We spent about two hours reviewing the first few chapters of the manual and discussing how we will begin to assess our church during this
transition. The council will coordinate a date in the next
few months so Connie can come back to St. Mark’s on a
Sunday and meet the congregation. She will be available
to answer questions about the call process and guide us
through the transition. As Connie told the council, she
will be our “BFF” (best friend forever) during this process.
Many people have asked about the call committee,
but this has not been formed yet. We must complete discernment and assessment before naming a call committee. You will see more information where we will reach

Property
The property team had an eventful start to the year.
The backflow preventers were tested in December; it
was found that one of the two failed, allowing water to
be fed back the city supply if pressure was lost. The cost
of back flow is around $850 dollars and is being replaced
in January to bring us back to code. Also the phone system is acting up again. For the time being till the system
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can be replaced, the main line is being routed to a portable phone with voicemail in the office. The phone tree
and fax machine are working; they are routed to line
two.
Thanks to all for your physical and spiritual support
for this group.

Walk for Water. The Youth Groups from Trinity, Mandarin, Spirit of Life, Advent, and St. Mark’s are organizing and hosting the event. An interactive experience is
being planned to demonstrate the hardship for families in
countries with no accessible clean water. Please consider
attending and share with others. Trinity is located at
1415 McDuff Ave South in Jacksonville. For more information on the artists: hiphopoutreach.com (Agape)
and rachelkurtz.org.
—Bridget Pudimat

God's work, our hands,
Aaron and the Property Committee

Shrove Tuesday & Easter Breakfast

Bingo Social

Fellowship Committee
The upcoming fellowship event will be the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Breakfast on February 9 from 7:009:00 am in the fellowship hall. Come help us eat up the
“fat” as we prepare for Lent. There will be pancakes, bacon and sausage as well as juice and coffee.
On March 27, we will have our Easter Breakfast between services. Look for the reservation form in the upcoming Roars and/or bulletin inserts.

Booster Club Social Open to All
Everyone is invited to a bingo social being held here
at St. Mark's on Sat., February 27, 2016. You do not
have to be a Booster Club Member to attend. Doors open
at 5:30 pm, and the first game starts at 6:00 pm. The total
cost is $16; $15 for 30 games and $1 as a gift for our
host church. Money collected will go toward game
prizes. Please bring a snack to share. Ice and paper supplies will be provided. No alcohol, please. Prepayment is
preferred by PayPal or send your check to JJBC, 1010
East Adams St., Jacksonville, FL 32202. Cash only at
the door. Please RSVP to JJBC by phone (721-5530) or
e-mail (info@jaguarsbooster.com) so we know how
many to set up for. Looking forward to making new
friends and having a lot of fun!
—Loree Mueller

Youth Group
Adult/Youth Sunday School
On Sunday, January 31, we started a 4 week series
studying the book of Galatians. This series will go
through February 28 as there will not be Sunday school
on February 12.
A six week study on the book of Hebrews is scheduled
to start in March.

Women’s Ministries

Youth Group Yard Sale
A Yard Sale fundraiser will be held on March 18th
(pre-sale) and March 19th. Please consider donating
items for the sale—items can be dropped off in the gym
starting on Saturday, March 12th. If you would be willing
to volunteer to help out with the Yard Sale, please contact Bridget Pudimat at pudimatb@bellsouth.net or 904371-0809. Help is needed: to set up and price items
on Thursday, March 17th in the evening and Friday
morning; selling items on Friday evening for the presale, selling items on Saturday morning during the sale.
Also if you are aware of an organization which is interested in any items left at the end of the sale and willing
to pick them up, that would be helpful as well.

February circle meetings:
Rebecca Circle—Saturday, February 6 at 10:00 am in
Hart Hall.
Deborah Circle—Tuesday, February 9 at 9:30 am and
will meet in Hart Hall.
Priscilla Circle—Thursday, February 11 at 7:00 pm and
will meet in the Library.
All women are invited to participate in circle meetings
and special events.

ELCA Campaign Walk for Water Benefit Concert
Trinity Lutheran is hosting a concert with Christian
artists Agape and Rachel Kurtz on Saturday, February
13th at 7 pm. $10 per person—all proceeds will go to
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The Bears sang a few nursery rhymes that I am sure
brought back memories for many of the Pride. After
singing, the students and some of their parents enjoyed
lunch and good conversation. The ladies of Lion’s Pride
were so gracious. They made our children feel special.
Thank you, Lion’s Pride. The students of St. Mark’s
Ark had a blast (a firecracker blast). You will have to ask
those who were in attendance to show you how to do a
firecracker.
—Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark

Music Notes
You Ought To Be at the Pictures
Are you looking for a special surprise to give your
valentine this year? How about a silent movie with pipe
organ accompaniment?!? The Jacksonville Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists is showing, “Sherlock,
Jr.” which was directed by and stars the famous Buster
Keaton.
The movie has romance, comedy, betrayal, and intrigue—all accompanied by noted organist John Fenstermaker.
A $25.00 ticket entitles you to the show and an elegant reception. The venue is Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church on Friday, February 12 at 7:00 pm. See Tony
Cruz if you are interested in tickets.

Nursery Volunteers Needed
The future of the church is the youth, and our very
youngest population is growing! We need 2 volunteers
available at each service each week, which means 16-20
volunteers each month are needed. Currently we are
short 7 volunteers mostly at the 8:30 am service. Please
consider if this is a way you could give one hour of service to our church each month. Contact Barbara Brown
868-4317 or bb75@comcast.net to volunteer.
—Barbara Brown

The Season of Lent Begins
The penitential season of Lent is nearly upon us. Ash
Wednesday is on February 10. We will have two services that day—both to include the imposition of ashes
and communion—at 3:00 and 7:00 pm. Please note this
change from past years when the daytime service was at
noon.

Memorial Gifts
In memory of Mary Coleman—
Mike & Mary Swart
Jane Daugherty
Clara Echerer

We Are Always Looking For More Singers
We have two choirs that provide music for Sunday
morning worship at St. Mark’s and we would love to
have you sing with us.
Matins Choir: This group of early morning singers
rehearses and learns a musical offering in the music suite
on Sunday mornings at 8:00 am. They also lead the assembly singing at the 8:30 am service.
Festival Choir: This choir’s repertoire spans the
church’s history. They meet in the music suite at 7:30
pm on Wednesdays. The Festival Choir leads the assembly singing and provides rehearsed choral music at the
11:00 service and at special services throughout the year.
For both choirs, the ability to read music is helpful,
but not required. For more information, see Tony Cruz
or any choir member.
—Tony Cruz, Cantor

In memory of Karl Stupski—
Katherine Clayton
In memory of Bill Kapp—
Jean Henderson
Jane Daugherty
Fred & Ann Friedrichs
Mike & Mary Swart
Ron & Marylou Eckels
Larry & Rose Tallman
Clara Echerer
Tom & Sue Hanson
Jim Dennis
Gwin Reiser
In memory of Margie Barlow
(Sister-in-law of Joyce Wertz)—
Clara Echerer

St. Mark’s Ark
In memory of Charles Coleman—
Mike & Mary Swart
Clara Echerer

In the wild, you would not see bears and lions eating lunch together. At St. Mark’s Lutheran, it is a chance
for intergenerational fellowship. The Lion’s Pride members invited our Polar Bears and Grizzly Bears to lunch.
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Worship Assistant Schedule for February 2016
Date
Feb. 6
5:30
Saturday
Feb. 7
8:30
Transfiguration 11:00

Assisting Minister

Lector

Loree Mueller

Leslie Allen

Ron Eckels
Barbara Brown

Neil Daraskevich
Dale Gatz

Carol Daraskevich
Susan Jackson

Feb. 10

volunteer
Loree Mueller

volunteer
Leslie Allen

volunteer
volunteer

Loree Mueller
Jane Kilby

Eric Olson
Amelia Jorn

Ellen Olson
Eddie Jackson

11:00 am
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday
Feb. 14
8:30
Lent 1
11:00

Server

Feb. 20
Saturday
Feb. 21
Lent 2

5:30
8:30
11:00

Ron Eckels
Barbara Brown

Gina Olson
Bridget Pudimat

Jack Hudson
Gary Pudimat

Feb. 28
Lent 3

8:30
11:00

Loree Mueller
Carl Moser

Neil Daraskevich
Gary Pudimat

Carol Daraskevich
Bridget Pudimat

Date
Feb. 6
5:30
Saturday
Feb. 7
8:30
Transfiguration11:00
Feb. 10
11:00 am
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday
Feb. 14
8:30
Lent 1
11:00
Feb. 20
5:30
Saturday
Feb. 21
8:30
Lent 2
11:00
Feb. 28
8:30
Lent 3
11:00

Altar Guild
Marianne Prokop & Ginger
Hudson
Mary Cusick & Nola Rahe
Rachel Mumford & Susan
Jackson

Bonnye Bell and Mary Cusick
Rachel Mumford & Susan
Jackson
Marianne Prokop & Ginger
Hudson
Bonnye Bell and Mary Cusick
Francine Baker & Marylou
Weidenmier
Bonnye Bell & Mary Cusick
Marylou Weidenmier & Nicki
Hassell

Order of St John

Nursery

Flowers

Volunteers
Bridget & Jordan Pudimat

Bob Wofford

Amelia & Becca Jorn

Grace Maszy & Jody Harkrider

Ellen & Gina Olson
Arold & Miora Rambeloarisoa

Jordan & Nolan Pudimat
Miora Rambeloarisoa & Tahiana
Rakotomandrindra

Volunteers
Madison & Jill Hillis
Volunteers
John & Rachel Mumford
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February 2016
Sunday

7

Transfiguration of
Our Lord

8:30 am Worship @ Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship @
Nave
5:30 pm Youth Group
Meeting @ Hart Hall

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

8

9

10 Ash

6:30 pm Nourish
Team Meeting @
Conference Room

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall
9:30 am Deborah
Circle @ Hart Hall
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

14 1st Sunday in Lent & 15 President’s Day 16
Valentine’s Day

Youth Group Luther Rock
Ski “Winter Beech Retreat”
8:30 am Worship @ Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship @
Nave

Messenger Submission Deadline

Youth Group Luther
Rock Ski “Winter
Beech Retreat”
6:30 pm Finance
Committee @ Library

212nd Sunday in Lent

22

28 3rd Sunday in Lent

29

8:30 am Worship @ Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship @
Nave

8:00 am Worship @ Nave
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship @
Nave

6:30 pm Council
Meeting @ Library

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga/Hart
Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

23

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm St. Mark’s
Ark Board @ Library
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:15 pm Vespers @
Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir @ Music Suite

5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

7:30 am Men In Mission @ Fellowship
Hall
10:00 am Rebecca
Circle @ Hart Hall
5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service @ Nave
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13

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:15 pm Vespers @
Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir @ Music Suite

5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Property
Committee @
Conference Room
7:00 pm Priscilla
Circle @ Library
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Wednesday

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:15 pm Vespers @
Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir @ Music Suite

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:15 pm Vespers @
Nave
6:45 pm Alleluia
Ringers @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir @ Music Suite

5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

5:15 pm Meditation
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Celebrate
Meeting @ Library

Youth Group Luther
Rock Ski “Winter
Beech Retreat”
12:00 pm Lion’s
Pride Meeting &
Lunch @ Hart Hall

Youth Group Luther
Rock Ski “Winter
Beech Retreat”

5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary Worship @ Nave

4:00 pm Jacksonville
Jaguars Booster
Club @ Fellowship
Hall

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission
We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.
Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all
to be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill
our relationship with Christ in service to community.
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Financial Summary for December

February Birthdays
Peyton Harkrider
Bernie Giancola
Christina Brown
Brian Snyder
Eric Stupski
Rose Tallman
Kamm Eckels
Phyllis Green
Jill Hillis
Betty Hamon
Carol Daraskevich
Kim Dodds
Eddie Jackson

February 1
February 7
February 9
February 9
February 12
February 15
February 17
February 17
February 19
February 22
February 23
February 23
February 25

Anniversaries
Kim & Greg Dodds

February 25

Happy Birthday!

102
On February 22, Betty Hamon will
celebrate her 102nd birthday.

New Phone Number

E-Roar and Messenger Mailing List
If you would like to receive the weekly Roar and monthly Messenger by email, please speak with or email Gina Olson. You can reach
her by emailing ginaolson4@gmail.com or admin@stmarksjax.org.
(This is in addition to the print versions. Printings of each will
continue. If you, or someone you know, would like a print version, ask
an office volunteer or Gina.)
Please note: If you do send an email to Admin, please title your
email clearly and use punctuation and capitalization in your emails.
Otherwise, the Admin email account may mark it as spam or the email
may not send.
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If you are interested in getting
in touch with Pastor Tom Hanson,
please make a note of his new
phone number. You can now reach
him at 651-347-0154.
Sue’s phone
number remains the
same (763-482-9466).
Their email addresses
also have not changed and were
listed in the January Messenger. If
you no longer have an email or
print copy of the January Messenger, feel free to email Gina Olson
(ginaolson4@gmail.com) for the
contact information.

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's
people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff
Pastor Robert M. Hale Interim Pastor
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064
Email: Heald44@aol.com

Worship Services
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays
5:30 pm
Sunday Morning
8:30 am & 11:00 am
9:45 am Sunday school for children and adults
Nursery is provided at both services.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 21
Email: vespers@comcast.net
Congregational Officers & Council
Tracy Williams President
Bridget Pudimat Vice President
Larry Wertz Treasurer
Jane Kilby Secretary
Barbara Stevens
John Mumford
Loree Mueller
Aaron Brown Property Chair
Larry Wertz Finance Chair
Leslie Allen Fellowship Chair
Eric Olson Celebrate Chair
Barbara Brown Nourish Chair
Lynn Doiron Send Chair

Office Hours
Monday – Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Closed on national holidays.

Contact us
Church Office
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com
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