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From the Pastor
Eagle’s Wings
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie
them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
(Deuteronomy 11:18, 19)
As I watched the children sing on Sunday, July 17
and watched the older children graduate on the previous
Tuesday, I started thinking about what they had learned
in pre-school and what they would put to use as they
continued through their schooling. One thing I hope they
do remember is that God loves them. Every Tuesday
during chapel, with a plant and a puppet, I talk of God’s
love and how we are to love one another. But that time
reminds me that it is not only what they hear, but what
they see that teaches them about life and God’s love especially when we think they are not watching. Here is a
poem to consider as children get ready to go back to
school.

When you thought I wasn’t looking
I heard you say a prayer,
and I knew that there is a God I could always talk to,
and I learned to trust him.
When you thought I wasn’t looking
I saw you make a meal,
and take it to a friend who was sick
and I learned that we all have to help take care of each
other.
When you thought I wasn’t looking
I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it,
and I learned we have to take care of what we are given.
When you thought I wasn’t looking
I saw how you handled your responsibilities,
even when you didn’t feel good,
and I learned that I would have to be responsible when I
grow up.
When you thought I wasn’t looking
I saw tears come from your eyes,
and I learned that sometimes things hurt,
but it’s all right to cry.
(Anonymous)
(I read once that if a person is nice to you, but rude
to the waiter, they are not a nice person.)
—Pastor Bob Hale

Messages from Council President
Save the Date: Holy Land Trip
January 9- 21, 2018
The Florida-Bahamas and the North Carolina Synods
along with JCBS (The Jerusalem Center for Biblical
Studies) Instructor Dr. Monte Luker will take a trip
through the Holy Land from January 9, 2018-January 21,
2018. Bishop Robert Schaefer and Bishop Tim Smith
(NC) will be participating and encourage all rostered and
synod members to join them. A save the date flyer can
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be found on the table in Hart Hall. More information
about pricing and registration can be found on the Florida-Bahamas Synod website.

candidates for interviews. We must stay focused on what
St. Mark’s needs to be successful.
I am so proud of all of our council members for the
work they have put into this discernment process. I am
also so thankful for all of the support and prayers each
one of you has provided for the council members and St.
Mark’s in general. It is through our continued worship
together, our fellowship together, our Bible study together, and our prayers together that we will call a new
pastor with the same vision, values, and mission as our
congregation.
I must say a special thank you for our shepherd,
Pastor Hale, who has kept our flock together and led us
down this winding path of call. Despite the twists and
turns, he has kept us on the right path. We may try to
stray, but through gentle calling he has brought us back
to the path. Throughout our nine month call process so
far, we have already celebrated many milestones together, but there are many more to come.
May God continue to bless Pastor Hale and his
family; praise God for the shepherd he has given us! We
have been blessed with many wonderful shepherds over
the 75 year history of St. Mark’s. May we always have
faith in God that when a turn occurs in the road, a shepherd will guide our flock at St. Mark’s and we will stay
together.
Continue to pray for our church and congregation
during this discernment process.

Call Process Update
The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual called
Walking Together through the Transition Process: A
Guide for Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our place along the steps is available in Hart Hall
for all members to review. The manual is also available
on the Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12
steps we will go through as we call a new pastor. We are
currently on step 3 bolded below.
 Step1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A celebration of ministry together
 Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor
or interim
 Step 3- A ministry assessment and discernment process occurs
 Step 4- The call process begins…call committee
is formed
 Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is
created
 Step 6- A call list is formed
 Step 7- Interview of candidates
 Step 8- Primary candidates identified and interviewed by congregation council
 Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate
 Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pastor accepts or declines call
 Step 11- Installation
 Step 12- Evaluation of the process

Upcoming Town Hall Meeting
On Sunday, August 14, join members of council
and our finance committee to review budgetary needs for
2017. We are halfway through 2016 and have already
started looking at our needs for 2017. I believe all our
members will be pleased to see the work that has gone
into reviewing our future needs. This meeting will also
give you an understanding of where your pledges for
2017 will go. It is important that each member know and
trust their pledge is used to further the mission of St.
Mark’s.
During this town hall meeting, we will also review
where we are in the call process and help answer any
other questions you may have about St. Mark’s.

On September 6, there will be a special council
meeting with Connie Schmucker, Assistant to the Bishop
in Leadership. We will meet and review the various
items that have been submitted to the Synod for review,
we will review our finances, and we will talk more about
our next steps in forming a call committee. Continued
patience and prayers from all is needed as we continue to
move along our journey. It may seem like a slow process, but that is intentional. We must spend time ensuring we have all our priorities in alignment so when our
call committee is formed, they have a strong foundation
to work from. The intentional review of our membership
list, our policies and procedures, our constitution, and
our finances will only place us in a better spot to bring in

Draft Day
Have you always wondered how you could join the
Send Team or Property Team or sign up to volunteer for
the pancake breakfast? Have you wanted to be an usher,
but weren’t quite sure who to talk to or where to get
more information? Do you know about WELCA and the
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various women’s circles that meet each month? Do you
love the sound of the bells and always wondered if you
could learn? Have you been visiting St. Mark’s and you
are not quite sure what we have to offer or where you
may be able to help?
These and many more questions will be answered
on August 28 immediately after the 10:00 am service as
we hold a DRAFT DAY at St. Mark’s! In the sports
world, the best players are drafted to teams for the upcoming season. We will do the same thing at St. Mark’s.
We need players (our members) to join our teams, so the
next year is a success. We need you to join our choirs,
bell choirs, Invite Team, Nourish Team, Property Committee, Men in Mission, WELCA, Altar Guild, Fellowship Committee, Finance Committee, Send Team, Office
Volunteers, Order of St. John, Council, Celebrate Team,
Kitchen Crew, and so much more…
We want each of you to be an active part of St.
Mark’s. We want to hold Bible studies and events that
you want to attend and support. We want to support mission programs in our community that meet the vision of
St. Mark’s. We want you to know how to volunteer and
meet new people in the congregation.
Immediately following the 10:00 am service, come
into the Fellowship Hall where you will be able to find
out information on all that St. Mark’s has to offer. Lunch
will be provided and there will be lots of St. Mark’s
swag! If you cannot attend…don’t worry. There will be
sign-up sheets available after the event.
Let’s make our 2016-17 season at St. Mark’s a success. I look forward to seeing all of you on August 28!




September 6- Special called council meeting with
Connie Schmucker, Assistant to the Bishop in
Leadership
September 11- “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
September 26- Council Meeting
—Tracy Williams, Council President

St. Mark’s Ark
July was a month of hellos and goodbyes. Ark Sunday was July 17. Several Ark families joined us for the
Sunday service. Our sweet little people sang. I was overjoyed to see them show off the most important lesson we
teach, God’s love. Ms. Ginger led them in songs of
praise.
As I looked around, I noticed a few Ark graduates,
parents of grads and grandparents of grads. July 12 was
graduation. Our graduating
Bears and their families attended a special Chapel service and reception. Many tears
were shed. Many funny stories
of good times were told. Many
children will be missed as they
go off to kindergarten.
I want to thank John Trainer and Jack Hudson for
greeting our families and passing out programs. Tony
thought to have church members be our greeters. It was a
nice touch. Ginger and Jane made sure there was special
music performed by the graduates. We could not have
had such a special service without them. Pastor Bob was
warm and invited the parents to church. St. Mark’s Ark
is lucky to have him.
We touch families and send their children to public
and private schools, but our impact stays with them long
after they leave. St. Mark’s Lutheran Church should be
proud of their early childhood mission.
—Patrice Roux-Neal, St. Mark’s Ark Director

Dates to Remember:
 August 1-5- Vacation Bible School
 August 7- Blessing of the Backpacks and Teachers during the 10:00 am service. Special ice
cream social after the service.
 August 14- Town Hall Meeting following the
10:00 am service. Focus on financial needs for
2017 and open time for questions about the call
process or questions in general about St. Mark’s.
 August 28- Draft Day. Special day for the entire
congregation to learn about volunteers, committees, and opportunities at St. Mark’s. See the full
article above.
 August 29- Council Meeting

Women’s Ministries

August Circle Meetings:
Rebecca Circle: Saturday, August 6 at 10:00 am in
Hart Hall
Deborah Circle: Tuesday, August 9 at 9:30 am in Hart
Hall
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Priscilla Circle: Thursday, August 11 at 7:00 pm in the
library

reason to REJOICE!
Sunday, October 2 benefits Family Promise of
Jacksonville. The show starts at 2:00 pm (doors open at
12:00 pm) with a meal served from 12:30 pm to 1:30
pm.
Purchase your ticket from Family Promise or a
board member and you will help support homeless families with children. The ticket price of $55 includes the
meal, nonalcoholic beverages, tax, gratuities and a donation to Family Promise.
For tickets, call Family Promise at 384-1818 or
email bethmixson@familypromisejax.org

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings
and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904)
730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information.

Supper Club
With fall approaching quicker than I want to think,
it is time for reorganizing “Supper Club.” Those of us
who have been involved in the past can say what fun,
good food, and fellowship is always on the venue.
A sign-up sheet will be placed on the bulletin board
in the Narthex for all who want to join the group. We
normally have a kickoff gathering with everyone in the
fall and a group final late in May. For many years, we
had smaller groups hosted by different members in October/November and another February/March.
In order to host, you just need to provide the place,
the date, the main entrée, and beverages. The others attending bring appetizers, sides/salads, bread, and desserts. If you would like to host a small group, please indicate on the sign-up sheet the number of people you
would be comfortable having (4,6,8,10 including yourselves) and whether fall or spring would be your preference.
You do not have to be able to host in order to join.
Last year, we only met three times and all gatherings
were the entire group. I have had feedback from some
that they would like us to still have the small groups if
we have enough volunteers to do the hosting. Please let
us hear from you as we want this to be a "Fun for All"
tradition that we keep going at St. Mark's.
God's Peace!
—Jenny Hicks

Braille Ministry Benefit Concert
A benefit concert will be held on Sunday, August
21 at 4:30 pm for the Braille Ministry conducted at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church (6620 Arlington Expressway)
with Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.
The concert is open to all and free to attend. A
free-will offering will be taken up to benefit the local Braille Work Center 59 and the Lutheran Library for
the Blind. Additionally, the concert will be followed by a
sandwich reception and fellowship.
—Andy Chopra

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
Mark your calendars! We will be participating with
Lutheran congregations throughout the nation in “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on September 11.
Following a quick lunch in the Fellowship Hall, we
will divide into groups to serve the community in many
different ways. Pick the one that most appeals to you.
Some will put together personal toiletry kits for
UCOM and others will do a project that UCOM needs
done. You can choose to pick up trash along Hendricks
Avenue or do some yardwork for someone who is unable
to do it. New this year is a project making sleeping mats
for the homeless out of plastic shopping bags. Finally,
we will have a group making cookies and cards to deliver to one of our local firehouses in honor and memory
of their fellow first responders 15 years ago.
We need your help both on September 11 by participating and now, by gathering supplies we will need.
Please start gathering personal size soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, shaving cream, razors, and washcloths and put them in the box in Hart Hall. We also
need you to start saving your plastic shopping bags.
— Barbara Brown, Send Chair

Family Promise: Sister Act
Join us for the Family
Promise benefit Sister
Act at the Alhambra on
Sunday, October 2 at
2:00 pm. The musical
comedy smash, Sister
Act, tells the hilarious
story of a wannabe diva
whose life takes a surprising turn when she
witnesses a crime and the cops hide her in the last place
anyone would think to look—a convent! A sparkling
tribute to the universal power of friendship, Sister Act is
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UCOM

St. Mark’s Foundation News

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
The Send Team is collecting items for “God's
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. These items will be bagged
and given to UCOM for the homeless.
So, please bring your toiletries by September and
put them in the box placed in Hart Hall. Your travel sizes
are perfect.
Needed are: soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, shaving cream, razors, and washcloths.
Thank you for sharing and caring.
—The Send Team

The St. Mark's Foundation Trustees met on July
10 and awarded $4,100 in grants. Foundation grants enhance the ministry within St. Mark's and in our community.
A request from Tony Cruz was approved for
$1,000 to help offset expenses during the American
Guild of Organists regional convention to be held in
Jacksonville next year. St. Mark's will host part of the
event.
Caitlyn Kendrick was granted $1,500 to defray
travel expenses as she travels to Guatemala on a medical
mission trip with her fellow students in the physician's
assistant program at the University of Alabama, Birmingham. The Trustees also granted $1,000 for medical
supplies.
The San Marco Chamber Music Society was
granted $300 to help pay musicians for the September
concert to be held at St. Mark's for the benefit of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.
The Foundation is scheduled to meet again in December to consider grant requests received during the
second half of the year.

UCOM Night with the Jacksonville Suns
Join us for a fun family-friendly night at the ballpark as our very own Jacksonville Suns take on the Biloxi Shuckers.
Monday, August 1 at 7:05 pm
Tickets are only $9.00 and are available in the UCOM office.
Tickets must be bought in advance.

On game night, bring an unopened, nonperishable food donation to the UCOM table outside of the
home-plate gate for a chance to win a great Suns prize
pack.
For more information, contact
the UCOM office at 904-396-2401 or
ucom.jax@gmail.com.
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Worship Assistant Schedule for August 2016
Date
August 6
Saturday
August 7

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

5:30 pm

Loree Mueller

----

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

10:00 am

Barbara Brown

Bill Ahrens

Nicki Hassell & Francine Baker

August 14
August 20
Saturday
August 21

10:00 am
5:30 pm

Steve Hicks

Al Voss

Nicki Hassell & Renee Roath

Loree Mueller

----

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

10:00 am

Gary Pudimat

Bridget Pudimat

Rachel Mumford & Renee Roath

August 28

10:00 am

Jane Kilby

John Trainer

Rachel Mumford & Bonnye Bell

Date
August 6
Saturday
August 7
August 14
August 20
Saturday
August 21
August 28

Altar Flowers

Would you like to
host fellowship
hour? Sign up for a
date on the clipboard behind the
large table in Hart
Hall.

5:30 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
5:30 pm

Robert & Barbara Brown
Russ & Jeanette Snyder

10:00 am
10:00 am

Robert & Barbara Brown
Cathy Stupski

Please note: Worship Assistants may change for various reasons. As long as Gina Olson is notified of changes, any
changes will be reflected in The Lion’s Roar (weekly).

Order of St. John: Names included weekly in The Lion’s Roar
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August 2016
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

9:00 am-12:00 pm
Vacation Bible
School

7

10:00 am Worship Service
@ Nave (Blessing of
Backpacks and teachers)

6:30 pm Nourish
Team Meeting @
Conference Room

Ice Cream Social after the
service

14

10:00 am Worship Service
@ Nave
Town Hall Meeting after
the service

September
Messenger
Deadline

9:00 am-12:00 pm
Vacation Bible
School
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall
9:30 am Deborah
Circle @ Hart Hall
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

9:00 am-12:00 pm
Vacation Bible
School
6:30 pm Summer
Volleyball (Family
Life Christian) @ Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Summer
Volleyball (Family
Life Christian) @ Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm Summer
Volleyball (Family
Life Christian) @ Fellowship Hall

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

10:00 am Worship Service
@ Nave

10:00 am Worship Service
@ Nave
Draft Day
(see The Messenger article for more information)

Council Meeting

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

6:30 pm Celebrate
Team Meeting @ Library
6:30 pm Summer
Volleyball (Family
Life Christian) @ Fellowship Hall

9:00 am-12:00 pm
Vacation Bible
School
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Property
Committee @ Conference Room
7:00 pm Priscilla Circle @ Library

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee @ Conference Room

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

9:00 am-12:00 pm
Vacation Bible
School

5:00 pm Kristen
Kemp rehearsal

10:00 am Rebecca
Circle @ Hart Hall
5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service @ Nave

Kristen Kemp wedding

5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service @ Nave

If you have any additions for this calendar, please email ginaolson4@gmail.com (Gina Olson). Though The
Messenger for August has already been printed, she can make changes to the online calendar.
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August Birthdays
Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus
and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in
Christ.
Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

Thank You

Margaret Janz
Eileen Schaible
John Mumford
Arold Rambeloarisoa
Mamy Rakotomandrindra
Fred Prokop
Jean Henderson
Becky Hutson
Clara Giancola
Judy Ahrens
Leighton Brown
Lynn Doiron
Don Pederson
Gwin Reiser
Mary Cusick
Lee Stanford
John Trainer

August 1
August 9
August 11
August 11
August 15
August 16
August 20
August 21
August 24
August 25
August 28
August 28
August 30
August 30
August 31
August 31
August 31

Dear St. Mark’s Friends,
Anniversaries
Thank you for your prayers and flowers while I was recuperating from my
Crystal & Lindsay Solie
August 7
car accident.
Barbara & Robert Brown
August 10
—Ruth Copeland
This was for me the best birthday ever.
The excellent cake from Ruth and Al Voss was only the beginning. It became the gift that keeps on giving. So many of you said such nice things
about me that I began to think you were talking about someone else. I'm so
grateful that my son, Vincent, could be there.
There's a lot of love floating around St. Mark’s and I thank God I can be
part of it.
On to the next ninety years!
—Marie Friedsam

Address Change
Phyllis Green has a new address. It is listed below.
Eastbrooke Gardens
201 N. Sunset Dr.
Castleberry, FL 32707
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Carol & Neil Daraskevich
Ellen & Eric Olson
Mark & Pam Bryant
Dale & Yvonne Gatz
Jeanette & Russ Snyder
Ann & Don Pederson
Alice & John Trainer
Francine & Neill Baker

August 10
August 13
August 15
August 15
August 17
August 25
August 26
August 30

News?
If you have an article/message
for the congregation (e.g. fellowship, community event, youth
event, worship service, thank you,
etc.), email Gina Olson at ginaolson4@gmail.com.
Please specify whether you
would like the message to appear
in The Lion’s Roar (weekly) or The
Messenger (monthly). The deadline
for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on
each Wednesday and The Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each
month.
Also, email Gina if you would
like her to add an event to the
online calendar.

St. Mark’s
Lutheran
Church
Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff
Pastor Robert M. Hale Interim Pastor
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064
Email: Heald44@aol.com

Worship Services
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays
5:30 pm
Sunday Morning
10:00 am (Summer Schedule)
A nursery is available.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: vespers@comcast.net

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Closed on national holidays.

Congregational Officers & Council
Tracy Williams President
Bridget Pudimat Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth
Leader
Jane Kilby Secretary
Larry Wertz Treasurer & Stewardship Chair
Aaron Brown Property Chair & Men in Mission
Eric Olson Celebrate Chair
Loree Mueller Financial Secretary
John Mumford Invite Liaison
Barbara Brown Send Chair
Leslie Allen Fellowship Chair

Contact us
Church Office
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Gina Olson
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.
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