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St. Mark's to Host an Intern!
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

St. Mark's has a rich history of serving
as a host site for seminary interns.  In
fact, the current pastor of my home
congregation in Claremont, North
Carolina, completed his internship
here at St. Mark's JAX.  Internship is
an important experience for
candidates seeking ordination in the
Lutheran Church, and it is a humble
privilege for a congregation to host,
nurture, and support a future leader
of the church.    

In 2014, I served as an intern at St.
Paul's Lutheran Church in Durham,
NC, and they will forever have a
thumbprint on my formation as a
pastor. Internship is a vital learning
component of the formation of
Christian Public Leaders.

Earlier this year, St. Mark's was
approached by Luther Seminary in
Minneapolis, MN, and we were invited to
consider hosting an intern this Fall.

As a host site, St. Mark's would welcome
a full-time, year-long seminary student
to serve as an intern.   The internship
would begin in August of this year and
run through July 2022. 

In February, St. Mark's council discussed
this opportunity at its regularly
scheduled meeting.  Everyone was
encouraged to take time to discern if
this was the right opportunity for St.
Mark's at this time.  
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To be a developmental process of
vocational formation, and
To assist with growth in
competence in the various skills of
ministry practice

On March 8, at a specially called
meeting, St. Mark's Council discussed
exclusively this invitation and voted
unanimously to pursue this exciting
opportunity.

What is Internship?
In short, an intern is a seminary student
placed in a ministry context  in order to
observe, experience, and learn first-
hand a pastor's scope of work. 

Internship is a required component of
the core curriculum for all ELCA
seminarians who are seeking
ordination within the Lutheran church.  
Internship is also a key component for
ELCA candidacy. Candidates for Word &
Sacrament are considered for
internship after they have been
Endorsed by their Synod. Internship
provides leadership experience under
the supervision of a pastor or non-
profit ministry leader who serves as a
contextual educator. Its dual aim is:

Why St. Mark's?
Traditionally, candidates for internship
and potential host sites apply to
internship separately by completing a
lengthy profile and application.   Each
seminary then works through an
interview process to match  intern
candidates with a best-fit host
congregation.

Occasionally, there are candidates for
internship who require a geographic
restriction for one reason or another. In
doing so, they willingly waive a portion
of their internship compensation, such
as housing.

St. Mark's is within the geographical
restriction of a current candidate. 
 Therefore, Luther seminary worked
with the Florida-Bahamas synod to
identify St. Mark's as a potential host
site.

I am humbled to
share that an

anonymous member
of St. Mark's has

committed an $11,000
gift to cover the

administrative fees
and match a $6,000
commitment from

Luther Seminary to
support a stipend.

continued

Rev. Daniel Locke
Pastor

Who is the intern? 
This announcement will be made in the
coming weeks.  Although the intern
already knows their site and we already
know who the intern is, there are other
candidates still in the process at Luther
Seminary and they are waiting for their
assignment.  Out of respect for those
candidates it is tradition that all interns
make their announcements at the same
time.  

What will the intern do?
The intern will be expected to do
everything within the office of the
pastor except preside over the
sacraments. The intern is first and
foremost a student.  During the first
month of internship, the intern will
work with the supervisor and the
internship committee to establish
learning objectives and goals for the
year.  

Can we afford an intern?
Yes!  Traditionally, hosting an intern
can cost $35,000-$40,000 to cover
housing, a monthly stipend, and other
administrative costs.  Since this is a
geo-restricted internship, it is not a
traditional  placement.    While this 
 intern may be willing to waive much of
the financial benefits of internship, it is
important that we compensate them
for their work appropriately.

Therefore, I am humbled to share that
an anonymous member of St. Mark's
has committed an $11,000 gift to cover
the administrative fees and match a
$6,000 commitment from Luther
Seminary to support a stipend. Thanks
to such generosity, St. Mark's will not
incur any unbudgeted expenses while
hosting an intern.

How can I help
Thanks for asking!  For now, pray for
our candidate and for St. Mark's as we
prepare.  This summer we will further
educate the congregation on what it
means to host an intern and advertise
ways you can participate in the intern's
pastoral formation. 



St. Mark's Ark is blessed to have an
incredible and experienced staff.  We
are proud of our teachers and we are
excited for you to meet: 

Doreen (Doe-doe) Wilson

Hi, my name is Doreen Wilson. I am the
Lead Teacher in the Lamb’s Classroom,
which means I care for children who
range from 6 - 12 months old.  I started
my journey at The Ark with intentions
of being a temporary, part-time
employee, and I'm happy to say that
14 years later I am still at The Ark. I
love the family atmosphere of this
place. 

The youngest of my my two wonderful
sons is a graduate of St. Mark’s Ark
preschool, where he thoroughly
enjoyed Mr. Tony’s music class!

I enjoy working with children,
especially the lambs, as it gives me
the privilege and joy of watching them
grow and develop their own
personalities

St. Mark's Ark
Preschool

Celebrating
30 Years

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark
(904) 346-0404

stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

St. Mark's Ark: Teacher Spotlight

If you, or someone you know has a
passion for children, 

a love for teaching,
and is currently seeking employment,

visit our website to apply 
to join our team! 

 
 www.stmarksjax.org/Arkstaff

Summer Program
ST.  MARK'S ARK

Mon-Fri from 8am-4pm
June 7 - Aug 6

$185/week

5-7 year olds

Find out more at StMarksJax.org/ark-summer



Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com

(904) 396-9608

 
Read Cantor Tony's blog:

http://smljax.blogspot.com/

"Lutherans Restoring Creation is a
grass roots movement promoting care
for creation in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.”

Last September LRC premiered a
creation-centered worship service that
600 churches, including St. Mark’s,
viewed as their Sunday morning
worship service. It was an inspiring
service of hymns, music, readings,
prayers, and nature-featuring
photography.

Pastor Sarah Locke is on the board for
LRC. When she told me they were
preparing another virtual worship
service and invited our St. Mark’s
musicians to participate, I was happy
to say “Yes!” We were assigned a hymn
that was completely new to me – “God
Created Heaven and Earth” (ELW 738).

Immediately I saw a challenge of
presenting this Taiwanese hymn in a
way that didn’t westernize it. Asian
music, including much of its hymnody,
is different from what we are used to.
Western ears hear music vertically –
each note of the melody has implied
harmonies. We expect certain
sequences (cadences) at the end of
musical phrases.

But Asian melodies do not imply
harmonies in the same way. They are
more about forward motion and the
turn of musical phrases.

I noticed right away that the tune was
based on a 5 – note pentatonic scale. (If
you play the black notes on a piano in
sequence, you have a pentatonic scale.
You can play these notes in any
combination and find a pleasing
sound.)  

This meant our accompaniment could
be randomly played notes that would
add an ethereal quality and provide its
own harmony. I decided to craft an
arrangement that alternated
instrumental verses (oboe and viola, of
course!) with singing.

At the very beginning a drone is struck,
signifying the Spirit of God brooding
over the waters as we hear the
instruments play the melody for the
first time. A simple drum rhythm leads
us into the first stanza which is
accompanied by random handbells
gently ringing notes from the
pentatonic scale.

The instruments come back, this time
playing the melody in canon – or in a
round. This allows the melody to create
its own harmonies.

The    drum    leads    us 
into stanza two,
accompanied by a few
additional bells with
gentle random ringing.

The instruments come
back    with    a    simple

bicinium stanza – two independent
voice parts. In this case the oboe takes
the melody while the viola plays a
counter melody that mirrors the
activity of rain as it falls to the earth
and evaporates back to the
atmosphere.

The drum leads us back into the final
sung stanza. We add more bells. Their
ringing is still random, but it’s also
faster and majestic so that “All earth’s
creatures, small and great, praise God
for that blessed state!” A final chord is
struck and the sound is allowed to
fade.”

This video will premier as part of our
prerecorded Easter Vigil service and
will also be included in the Lutherans
Restoring Creation worship service.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in creating it!

Pastor Sarah Locke is on
the board for LRC.  

When she told me they
were preparing another
virtual worship service

and invited our St. Mark’s
musicians to participate,
I was happy to say “Yes!

God Created Heaven and Earth
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

The creation-focused service will premier 
April 25 on the LRC YouTube page.



Jesus Christ Is Risen Today - Virtual Choir

Every facet of society experienced
shock from the shutdown that began
last March as we faced a global
pandemic. Church choirs also felt the
impact, especially since a choir
rehearsal in Washington State was
labeled as the first superspreader event
in the United States. Things we had
never seen before happened quickly:
the American Choral Directors
Association hosted an expert-packed
seminar that mostly advised its
members to not hold rehearsals, masks
specially designed for singers hit the
market, church services instantly
moved to on-line platforms, and
“virtual choirs” became a thing.

Recordings and videos of choirs have
been around for a long time - but
singing in a pandemic required new
techniques allowing musicians to sing
and play together without actually
BEING together.

The Association of Lutheran Musicians
attracted a great deal of attention with
its first virtual choir project – “O Day
Full of Grace” – a hymn for Pentecost.
The project, a new arrangement by
David Cherwien, attracted more than
1,300 singers and instrumentalists.

This is how it worked:
We received very complete instructions
including a recording of someone
singing our part (soprano, alto, tenor,
or bass) with a simple background
accompaniment. Our first challenge
was to take the musical score with this
video and learn the music on our own.
(This is very different from learning your
part with the whole choir, including the
singers in your own voice section.)

The second step required two
electronic devices (in most cases a
laptop computer and a cell phone) and
a set of headphones or earbuds. 

While listening to the recording through
earbuds, musicians used the second
device to make a new recording
(recording B) that had only their voice
or instrument with no background
sound from recording A.

The third step may have been the most
challenging – uploading recording B so
it could be added to the growing cache
of videos for final processing.

The final product included not just
sounds, but all the videos that were
submitted. See it at this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IJETTBbnf6w If you watch carefully,
you will see Bill Ahrens and myself
floating with all the other singing
heads.

At St. Mark’s, we did our own virtual
choir video for our prerecorded Advent
Lessons and Carols service. You can still
see this video on St. Mark’s YouTube
channel (link in margin).  The virtual
choir piece, Nancy M. Raabe’s setting of
“Savior of the Nations, Come” begins at
the 36:49 mark.

The ALCM has created its third virtual
choir video - an arrangement of the
beloved Easter hymn “Jesus Christ Is
Risen Today.” This video has an added
component with a customized third
stanza that highlights the videos
submitted by our own singers. (You still
hear the full ensemble performing.)
Thank you to Bill Ahrens, Ruth Voss, and
Mark and Lynette Weber for submitting
videos. Our St. Mark’s community will
be able to see this video as part of our
prerecorded Easter Vigil service. Watch
your email for information about the
live premiere!

Above: Screen shots of members
of the St. Mark's Singers lending

their voices to the company of
saints in the virtual choir.

 
Top Left - Bottom: Cantor Tony

Cruz, Mark Weber, Lynette
Weber, Bill Ahrens, Ruth Voss

BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

www.YouTube.com/c/stmarksjax



EASTER VIGIL
APRIL 3,  2021

 

ST.  MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
JACKSONVILLE,  FL

The Pelican in Her Piety
Once again, we are blessed to
celebrate the work of the
Liturgical Arts and Crafts
Committee.  Lead by Monika
Drake, this community
answered the call when the
celebrate team requested
new scarlet and gold
paraments for worship.  These 

The legend was that in time of famine,
the mother pelican wounded herself,
striking her breast with the beak to feed
her young with her blood to prevent
starvation.
 
Thus the pelican symbol in Christianity,
(also called the-pelican-in-her-piety),
symbolizes the sacrifice of Christ on the
cross (because he gave his blood for
others) as well as the Eucharist
(because it represents Christ's blood
and provides spiritual nourishment).
The legend of the pelican is an ancient
one and had a few variations.
 
The device of "a pelican in her piety" or
"a pelican vulning (from Latin vulno, "to
wound") herself" was used in heraldry.
An older version of the myth is that the
pelican used to kill its young then
resurrect them with its blood, again
analogous to the sacrifice of Jesus.

Did You Miss a Holy Week service?

Did you miss a Holy Week service?  Don't fret!  All of our services are available for viewing at
any time on our YouTube channel.  Be sure to like, follow, and subscribe!

 

www.YouTube.com/c/stmarksjax

new paraments were featured during
Holy Week.  Scarlet is the assigned color
for Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday,
and Gold is assigned to Easter and
Christmas Day.  While St Mark's owns a
full set of standard liturgical
paraments, Scarlet and Gold are new to
us! The Scarlet paraments all featured
the same symbol - The Pelican in Her
Piety (seen left).  

When pelicans feed their young, the
mother macerates fish in the large sack
in her beak then feeds it to her babies
by lowering her beak to her chest to
transfer the regurgitated fish more
easily. The observation of this feeding
practice led to the mistaken
descriptions of female pelicans pecking
their breasts and spilling blood onto
their babies to provide sustenance. The
idea of a pelican wounding herself for
the sake of her young gained a religious
connotation and became a symbol for
Jesus Christ and his sacrificial death
and resurrection – a necessary sacrifice
for the redemption of humanity
according to the Christian tradition.



Dear Members and Friends, 

On March 8, the Council met for the sole purpose of making a decision on accepting
the offer to participate in an internship for a seminarian. We feel honored to be
asked to participate and are confident that Pastor Locke will provide an excellent
learning experience for an intern. A congregation member has made a generous
offer to provide most of the financial support needed. The Council unanimously
agreed to accept the offer and proceed with the internship process.
 
On March 22 the Council met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting and the
following issues were discussed and actions taken:.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Our next Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, April 26, 2021 at 7:00
pm. You are welcome to attend that meeting. If you would like to address the
Council on any subject, please contact me by email at least one week in advance of
the meeting.

Updates from Congregation Council
FROM RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Ray Booth
Congregation President

RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

 
John Trainer was nominated and elected to fill the vacancy on the Foundation
caused by the resignation of Larry Tallman (which was required for Larry to serve
as the Treasurer for the Congregation.) 
 
I have drafted a letter to Batts, Morrison, Wales & Lee, P.A., an accounting firm in
Orlando, requesting their opinion on the taxability of tuition discounts provided
to church staff, as well as the taxability of scholarships given to Ark parents who
are experiencing some financial hardship and temporarily cannot afford the Ark
tuition for their child.
 
Council discussed Send Team’s inquiry regarding having input from the
congregation concerning the recipients of benevolence from the church. The
Send Team will plan a workshop event to be scheduled after a Sunday service for
this purpose, inviting all interested parties to attend and offer suggestions and
contribute to the discussion.
 
The Council had an extended discussion regarding the intern who we anticipate
arriving in August and how we anticipate the intern could most profitably learn
from the activities here at Saint Mark’s.
 
It was announced that Lynn Marlowe will be graduating from Luther Seminary on
June 6 with a baccalaureate service on June 5. Both events will be live streamed
on Facebook Live and information will be provided for anyone who wants to
attend virtually.

St. Mark's Council
Alonzo Batson (2021)

Debora Koepke (2021)
Kathy Kleppinger (2021)

Janet Linn, Vice Pres (2021) 
Charlotte Devier (2022)
Dianne Marcotte(2022)

Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Leslie Allen, Secretary (2023)
Ray Booth, President (2023)

Bernie Giancola (2023)
Jennifer Treat (2023)

 
 

Ark Advisory Committee
Bill Ahrens

Ginger Hudson
Janet Linn (Council Liaison)

Carl Moser
Bridget Pudimat, chair

Alice Trainer
 
 

St. Mark's Foundation 
Steve Hicks (2021) 

Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
John Trainer (2023)
Jack Hudson (2024)
Gary Pudimat (2025)



Due to the pandemic, Vicar Lynn's
graduation will be held virtually and
all are invited to attend (virtually)! 
 The Baccalaureate service is on June
5, at 2p.m. CST.   The Commencement
service is June 6, at 3p.m. CST.  To
attend, please visit the following site,

(links to each service will be 
available on day of event):

 
                   https://www.luthersem.edu/
                                         commencement/

Seminarian Lynn Marlowe is away on
internship at St. Mark's Lutheran
Church in Sioux Falls, SD.   Her
internship is the final education
component in her pursuit of
ordination to the ministry of Word &
Sacrament within the ELCA. 
 Therefore, she will be graduating from
Luther Seminary this Spring!   Please
join us in congratulating Lynn as she
receives her Masters of Divinity
degree. 

JOIN THE TOUR Space Still Available

Seminarian Lynn Marlowe Graduation 

Lynn Marlowe, Intern
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
2001 S Elmwood Avenue

Sioux Falls SD 57105

Join Rev. Daniel Locke and St.
Mark's Lutheran on an 11-day
Lutheran Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land in 2021, starting at
$3,776* with flights from
Jacksonville, FL. Visit places
such as Jerusalem, Galilee,
Bethlehem, Jordan Valley,
Masada, Herodion, Samaria,
and much more! This tour
departs on October 12, 2021.

There is a 4-day extension to
Petra (Oct. 22-25) available
starting at $848.

Tour: HL 20        Date: 10/12/21
Code: L                Trip ID: 59810
Visit: http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/



THANK YOU

As you know, Pastors Daniel and Sarah are expecting the birth of their second child
this May.  As soon as their baby girl is born, Pastor Daniel will be on 4-weeks of
paternity leave, which will include Sundays.  In his absence, Pastor Ross Worch will
fill in as our supply pastor and pastor on call.   Pastor Worch is a retired ELCA pastor
who resides in Orange Park and attends Advent Lutheran Church.  Pastor Worch is
familiar with St. Mark's, having served in Pastor Daniel's absence during the birth of
his first son, Bennet.   Please welcome Pastor Worch as he preaches and presides at
St. Mark's.  If you have a pastoral emergency during Pastor Daniel's absence, please
contact Pastor Ross Worch (contact on Margin). 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Holy Week possible.
You all played such an integral role and I am so thankful!

www.stmarksjax.org/prayer

Pastor Daniel's Paternity Leave

Pastor Ross Worch
pastor.ross@hotmail.com 

(501) 545-5617

Cantor Tony
St. Mark's Singers
St. Mark's Ringers
Ushers/Greeters
Altar Guild
Men in Mission 
Live Stream Techs
Assisting Ministers,
Lectors & Crucifers

Fellowship Team
Celebrate Team
Executive and Council
Office Volunteers
Anyone who purchased
lilies or brought flowers
Anyone who sent me a
note, email, or card
AND SO MANY MORE!

I am so grateful! - Pastor Daniel 



UCOM DAY OF SERVICE:
On Sat. May 1 members of the congregation Send team will hold Spring Cleaning day
at UCOM center. Volunteers are needed to clean and organize.  If anyone has the skill
and can do some painting of trim that would be wonderful. This service day is being
supported by a $250 Thrivent grant for supplies. 9:30 am to 1 pm timeframe. 10 to 12
volunteers needed. We have 4/5 as of now. Please prayerfully consider helping your
community in this important way. Contact Dianne Marcotte if you have any
questions.

"For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do." Ephesians 2:10

News from the Send Team

Dianne Marcotte
Send Team Chair

(508) 723-2073
djrm718@gmail.com

www.laundrybycurrent.org

Pastor Sarah Locke
Jacksonville Campus Min

804.896.2125
jaxcm.org

We are so excited that the university
plans to be fully back open for the fall
semester! With the vaccine rollout
picking up steam, and precautions
keeping COVID cases down on
campus, we plan to be back to our
regularly scheduled IN PERSON    
 meetings      by     August! 

News from Jacksonville Campus Ministry

We can’t wait. This means that we will need the help of our partners to provide meals
for Food for Thought and donors to help with our fellowship activities. St. Mark’s has
continued to help sustain us through this past year, and we are so delighted to invite
you back to be more hands-on than ever this fall. If you are interested in being part of
this important ministry, please contact Pastor Sarah Locke at
jaxcampusmin@gmail.com or find more information at jaxcampusmin.org where you
can sign up for our monthly newsletters.

St. Mark's Finance Snap Shot
BY LARRY TALLMAN, TREASURER

Church and Preschool Financial Summary through February 2021
 
Financial Summary for two months ended February 28, 2021:

Net Income for Combined Church & ARK Preschool $28,607;
Market Value of Invested Funds at February 28 $3,804;
Monthly General Offering $33,390 actual; $29,117 budget

Separate financial reports for the church and preschool will be posted in the
Narthex. If you have questions contact Molly Keifer or Larry Tallman

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministry at St. Mark's! 

http://jaxcampusmin.org/


ANNIVERSARIES

Jim & Jan Dennis - April 05
 Tom & Kathy VanOsdol - April 07

 Mike & Mary Swart - April 10
 Larry & Joyce Wertz - April 26

 Ron & Marylou Eckels - April 29
 

APRIL 2021
CALENDAR 

BIRTHDAYS

Eric Olson - April 01
Carl Moser - April 02

Allen Backus - April 05
Jeanne Maszy - April 15

Trygve Kleppinger - April 16
Andrew Snyder - April 17
June Edwards - April 21

Naomi Heneghan - April 21
Madison Smith - April 22
Nolan Pudimat - April 23

Steve Kemp - April 25
Eric Dennis - April 27

Rachel Mumford - April 29



SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our Mission

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ

Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the hope and joy

of life in Christ.

 

Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be nourished in their

faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ in service to

community.

Our Worship & Office Hours

Worship Services:
Sunday 9:30am (In person and Online)
1st and 3rd Saturdays (in person only)
 

Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

The office is closed on national holidays.

CONTACT US

Ministry Staff
Pastor Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
pastordanielLocke@gmail.com
                                                                 
Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

About Us

Church Office

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32207

   

Office phone: 904-396-9608

Fax: 904-396-3515

Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com

Web: www.stmarksjax.org 

 

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207


