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THE MESSENGER

But God Remembered the Ark
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

“But God remembered….” In the
eighth chapter of Genesis, Noah’s ark,
along with the entirety of God’s
creation are being beaten and
battered by the swells of a mighty
flood. Genesis tells us that rain fell
for 40 days and nights and the flood
waters swelled for 150 days, but in the
end, “God remembered Noah and all
the wild animals and all the domestic
animals that were with him in the ark
(Gen. 8:1).”
A lot happened in 2020, not only
within the world, but here at St.
Mark’s as well. In fact, it was a little
less than a year ago when everything
changed as the pandemic entered the
US. Perhaps the most significant
impact of the pandemic upon St.

Mark’s was the suspension of
operations of our beloved preschool-St. Mark’s Ark. Without a doubt, no
one could have predicted the series of
events that lead to such a weighty
decision, and to be sure, it was a
decision
made
with
immense
discussion, prayer and discernment.
The weeks surrounding the decision
to suspend the operations of St.
Mark’s Ark were some of the most
difficult in my life. The impact of that
decision was heavy and I know I was
not the only one affected. Staff,
students, families, church members,
lay volunteers, and community
members were deeply affected. For
those who were hurt throughout the
process, I am sorry for your pain.
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I have spent many sleepless nights
thinking about The Ark, replaying the
timeline of events. Personally, and as
ironic as this may sound, it felt as
though we were aboard Noah’s ark. I
felt myself commiserating with our
ancient forefather, setting sail in a
season of torrential downpour, being
beaten and battered by the swelling
floodwaters. Perhaps I speak for all
involved when I say that it was not an
enjoyable experience.

Rev. Daniel Locke
Pastor

This month we hit
dry land as The Ark
officially reopens on
February 16, at
8:00am. Even as I
write this article,
children, families,
and staff are
preparing for the
first day of school,
and may they all
continue to be in our
prayers. I could not
be more excited.

But, God remembers. Through the
rain and crashing waves, God
remembers.
It didn’t happen
overnight-- for Noah nor for St. Mark’s
Ark-- but in the end, God remembers.
I often think of the story of Noah’s ark,
not only because it is our namesake,
but because it is a wonderful
metaphor for the journey of our
precious preschool over the last 6
months. As Genesis records, “in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth
day of the month, the ark came to rest
on (dry land).” Although we’ll be
reopening on the 16th day of the
seventh month since suspending
operations, I can’t help but smile at
the poetic parallels between Noah’s
Ark and St. Mark’s Ark.
This month we hit dry land as The Ark
officially reopens on February 16, at
8:00am. Even as I write this article,
children, families, and staff are
preparing for the first day of school,
and they all continue to be in my
prayers. I could not be more excited.
This year marks the 30th anniversary
of an inspiring dream to start the
preschool. It wasn’t easy, but by
God’s call, hard work, faithful service,
clear vision, and a few IOU’s, our
congregation responded. Through
the “A Gift for God’s Children”

campaign, a dream became a reality
and the preschool has provided a
safe, Christian-based educational
home for a generation of children. In
just a few days, St. Mark's will reaffirm
its
commitment
to
preschool
education by investing in a whole new
generation of children and their
families.
I know that this has been a difficult
year for anyone and everyone
involved in the Ark, but again I am
assured that God remembers. God
sees us and empowers the work we
are doing. In fact, time and time
again, God’s presence has been made
known. From the sacrifice of time and
talent from the Advisory Committee to
the timing of hiring our new director,
Tiffany; from the overwhelming
receipt of financial support to the
countless phone calls of affirmation
and pride from staff and families,
God’s hand has been upon us.
This is a vital ministry, and the list of
people who deserve a “thank you” is
too long for this article. I appreciate
everyone, from 1990 until today, who
has invested time, energy, money, or
otherwise into this ministry.
Your
continued passion and enthusiasm for
The Ark, and your gracious patience
as we have taken time to reflect,
rebuild, and reopen our beloved St.
Mark's Ark, is a powerful testament to
God’s abiding presence. The Ark is an
invaluable ministry to the life and
community of St. Mark's Lutheran
Church, and we are incredibly
committed to its success.
In Genesis, the rain stops, the waters
subside, the ark rests, the doors open,
“and every animal, every creeping
thing, and every bird, everything that
moves on the earth, went out of the
ark by families (Gen. 8:19).”

News from the Ark
BY TIFFANY BELL, DIRECTOR, ST. MARK'S ARK

Hello, my name is Tiffany Bell, and I
am delighted to announce that the Ark
is on an awesome journey to
greatness. Thank you all for your
support, dedication, and positivity
throughout this entire reopening
process. The Ark Advisory Committee
and I have been in constant
communication to ensure a reopening
worthy of 30 years of incredible
ministry.
I accepted this position because I truly
feel that it is my calling to lead The St.
Mark's Ark at this time. I enjoy helping
families and loving on children. I know
that this church and its preschool have
had an undeniable impact on this
community, and I look forward to
leading the preschool as we continue
to be such a wonderful contribution to
the community. This impact is what
keeps my soul pure on the inside. In
order for us to be school ready by
February 16, we have accomplished so
many things in the last two months:

Implementing a new,
comprehensive and faith-based
curriculum (Pinnacle)
Revised policies and procedures
for both students and staff,
Updated handbooks
Updated and installed new
electronic software to track
enrollment and payroll
Reconstructed the sandbox to
become an outdoor "cabin" for
children to play in.
Cleaned, repaired, and
reassigned furniture and for each
classroom arrangement
Cleaned, updated, and installed
new playground equipment
Pressure washed all outdoor
spaces
Re-mulched the playground
Painted every room
Replaced all electrical outlets and
light switches.
Replaced blinds in every room
Created a teachers' lounge

Again, the accomplishments above, as well as so much more, could not have
been possible without the support of the congregation, council, committee and
Pastor. I am humbly appreciative for all the love that I have received and I look
forward to our Preschool being filled with laughs, cries, and pitter patter feet up
and down the hallways once more.

Visit
www.stmarksjax.org/Ark
to learn more, enroll now,
or apply for employment.

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark
(904) 346-0404
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

I accepted this position
because I truly feel
that it is my calling to
lead The St. Mark's Ark
at this time.

Songs of Thankfulness & Praise
Ringing from St. Mark’s
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

Left to Right:
Our largest bell (C3), C5 (corresponds
to "middle c" on a piano), and our
smallest bell (C8).
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Why I Play Hand Bells?
By Aaron Brown

Whitechapel handbells. The first three

from Leslie Allen. We added the D3

octaves (each octave contains 12

(one step up from the bell named in

bells) arrived from England in 1984

the last paragraph) and F3 (3 steps up

I was always involved in
music at Church - singing
in the kids choir, playing
chimes, and playing in the
Saturday band. I started
playing bells in high
school. I'm sure that we
needed someone to play
the position and Tony
asked if I would play.
When I play I think about
my grandparents and how
involved they were in the
church. By playing hand
bells, especially bells
given in their name, I'm
honoring their memory. I
enjoy playing bells
because it gives me a
moment to unwind and
think about nothing but
playing the music.
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inches across and nearly
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To use all our bells in the
most effective and safe
manner, we need to add
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Have you checked out Evening Prayer on St.
Mark’s YouTube channel? Each Friday we update
it with prayers and readings specific for the day.
On other days, you can substitute readings of
your own choosing. There is also time to add
your own petitions to the prayers.

Above Left:
St. Mark's Ringers
following a recording for
Advent Lessons and Carols

How Can We Sing the Lord’s Song
in a Strange Land?
BY TONY CRUZ
The global pandemic has not silenced
our canticles and hymns. We did not
miss a beat when the virus struck,
migrating instantly to a virtual
assembly on YouTube. Many people
shared with me the joy they felt in
singing praises in their living rooms
while still hearing the familiar organ
and piano from their church home.
This is how we sing the Lord’s song in
a strange land – with perseverance
and a gusto fired by faith.
That said, singing is considered an
unsafe practice in the time of COVID19, so we have tempered our singing
by staying seated and only singing
sotto voce – with soft voice.
Members of our Festival Choir have
also returned to the choir loft to lead
the church’s song.

This is what we are doing to minimize
risk: Our rehearsals are shorter which
means that some of our rehearsal time
is done virtually through listening to
recordings and practicing on our own.
We gather in the music suite for thirty
minutes – wearing masks and socially
distanced – for the first part of our
rehearsal. We take a 15-minute break
outside (which is very pleasant this
time of year) and then reconvene in
the nave for another 30- minute
rehearsal. We also take care in our
daily lives to stay virus-free. If a singer
becomes exposed to COVID-19 or
exhibits any symptoms, they are asked
to stay home!
Lent and Easter will soon be upon us,
so it is time to start preparing the
music. We hope that you will join us.

Ready to join the choir?
Please let Tony Cruz know so that adequate plans for social distancing can be
made. We have room for you! (And a robe! And music!)

Dear St. Mark's Family,
Thank you for your incredible
generosity throughout the
holiday season. I truly
appreciated the many gifts,
cards, and contributions to
the Christmas purse.
I am happy and proud
to be your Cantor.
Sincerely,Tony Cruz
Read Cantor Tony's blog at
http://smljax.blogspot.com/

Opportunity to Learn
Go deeper into the first-century world with The
New Testament in Its World Video Lectures and
accompanying workbook, taught by N. T. Wright
and Michael F. Bird. The video lectures are the
definitive video introduction to the history,
literature, and theology of the New Testament.
These 37 lectures were filmed on location in the
Holy Land and Mediterranean, including sites at:
Jerusalem
Nazareth
Corinth

Qumran

Rome

Capernaum

Athens

The Sea of Galilee

About N.T. Wright:
One of the world’s foremost New Testament scholars, N. T. Wright (@profntwright) is the Chair of New Testament and Early
Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He is the award-winning author of many books, including the
Christian Origins and the Question of God series.

WHO:
Lead by Pastor Daniel
Open to all to attend & participate.
Perfect introduction to the Holy
Land for those going in October.

WHAT:
A multi-week Bible study lead by
Pastor Daniel, using a curriculum
created by N.T. Wright and Michael
Bird.

WHEN:
Wednesdays @ 10:00am
Starting February 10th

WHERE:
We will meet by Zoom with hopes
of eventually meeting in person.

Top right:
Pastor Daniel in front of Temple Mount
Bottom Left to Right:
Temple,
Dome of the Rock,
Sea of Galilee,
Mount of Olives

Starting Wednesday February 10, at 10:00am, join Pastor Daniel for a weekly study of
scripture and its context. Using the video lecture series outlined above, we will
explore the New Testament and the world within which it was written. This study is a
perfect introduction to, and preview of our trip
to the Holy Land in October. Pastor Daniel will
use pictures and stories from his own pilgrimage
in 2013 to supplement the video lectures and
workbook material.
For those interested, there is a corresponding
book and supplemental workbook to accompany each video lesson. Pastor Daniel
recommends the workbook, but the corresponding book is large, dense, and can be
intimidating. To purchase either of these materials, simply search online for "The New
Testament in its World" by N.T. Wright. Or, contact Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com
for questions and consultation.
**Note - this study will gather by Zoom with hopes of moving to in person or even both in
person and zoom in the future. While it is initially scheduled for Wednesdays at 10:00am,
the time and date may change in the future depending upon interest and participation.

Updates from Congregation Council
FROM RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends,
Your Church Council met on January 25 and the following issues were discussed and
decided:
1. Pastor Locke currently has only two weeks of paternity leave authorized
by his letter of call. Council approved increasing his paternity leave to
four weeks.
2. Council needs to develop a policy for paternity and maternity leave which
will govern all employees of Saint Marks. This is particularly important
because of the hiring of staff for the Ark in the next month. A committee
was appointed to review a previously proposed policy and to consult with
the Ark Advisory Board regarding the proposal before next month’s
Council meeting.
3. We currently do not have a candidate to serve as Treasurer. This position
does not require accounting or bookkeeping experience. It is primarily a
policy-making position and this person will be working with the Ark to
ensure that accounting and reporting systems are properly established.
If you are interested in assuming this position, please contact me or
Pastor Locke at your earliest convenience.
4. Charlotte Devier volunteered to serve as the Council’s liaison to the
Nourish Team.
5. The Finance Committee had a very favorable year end report for 2020 and
there are some surplus funds available. The Finance Committee
recommended that the council approve using some of those funds to pay
an additional month’s payment on the church’s mortgage, and that
recommendation was approved by Council.
6. The Finance Committee also requested re-authorization to use dedicated
funds to complete the restroom upgrade project. This project was halted
last year when the 2020 Council determined the church’s response to the
covid-19 pandemic. Council re-authorized the use of these funds and we
are hopeful that this project will soon re-commence.
Our next Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, February 22, 2021 at
7:00 pm. You are welcome to attend that meeting. If you would like to address the
Council on any subject, please contact me by email at least one week in advance of
the meeting.

FLOWER CHART
The Altar Flower sign-up chart is now in the Narthex. Take this
opportunity to sign up for a Sunday to honor or remember loved ones.
The cost is $45 for Altar Flowers and $75 for Festival Stands.
If you have any questions, call Jenny Hicks at (404) 754-3466,
or email hicks.stephen@att.net.

Ray Booth
Congregation President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

Home from CPE

Kathy VanOsdol
3709 Pine St.
Jacksonville, FL 32205

BY KATHY VANOSDOL
Hello St. Mark’s Family! It is with much
joy that I let you know I am back home
in Jacksonville and have finished the
required Clinical Pastoral Experience
as a chaplain intern in Indianapolis!
Thank you for all of your prayers and
cards. They have been so helpful to
me as I gained experience in pastoral
care during a very trying time in our
healthcare system. For most of my
four months I was assigned to the
cardiac and transplant units. In late
October one of my units was
converted into a Covid-19 floor due to
the spike in cases. The experience of
serving patients and staff during such
a time as this was both rewarding and

heartbreaking at the same time. I am
so grateful for the experience. I also
finished all of my coursework at
Luther Seminary for a Master in
Divinity in December. At this time I am
in the process of waiting to see where
God places me for an internship. I
have asked my candidacy committee
to restrict the search to within an hour
of Jacksonville so we will see where I
land. Again, thank you for all of your
prayers, phone calls and cards these
past few months. I appreciate your
support and encouragement as I
answer God’s call. Peace to you and
yours in the coming months.

My Internship in South Dakota

Lynn Marlowe
2001 S Elmwood Avenue
Sioux Falls SD 57105

BY LYNN MARLOWE
Greeting from South Dakota! I am now
half-way through my internship. Time
sure is flying. Katy and I are now
experiencing our first winter in fifteen
years and counting the days until
Spring. Covid has been quite awful
here but vaccinations have begun and
with part of my internship being a
Chaplain at a nursing home I have
received my first injection and by the
time you are reading this I will have
received my second. Our church does
not have in-person worship and will
not be resuming in-person anything
until most, if not all of our members
have been vaccinated. So, despite the
cold weather, we continue to have
parking lot worship services. This
Florida gal was freezing so the
congregation built a small booth with
a roof, carpeting, and electricity to run
a small heater to use when the temps
are really low. Services are held
Saturday evenings and Sunday
mornings unless the temp or wind
chill is zero or below (although festival
days have different rules). Funny
story, Communion wine will freeze
solid when it is -9 degrees, which we

discovered on Christmas Eve. I have
started to write and plan some of the
services which I really enjoy. I teach
Bible Studies and Confirmation online
via Zoom. I also have a committee to
help with my Internship Project. The
project is called “Living Legacies” and
will continue long after I have
completed my Internship. We are
doing interviews with members of the
congregation and sharing them with
the congregation at large to build
closer relationships by hearing one
another’s stories. We will also be using
the interviews as a memorial gift to
families when someone interviewed
should pass away. Currently, I am
starting to write my Approval Essay to
use for Faculty Approval in March. If
that goes well then, my official
Approval meeting with the Candidacy
Committee will be in July. In August
we will return to FL until my First Call
is issued. Prayers as I continue to
move through this process are greatly
appreciated.
Yours in Christ,
Vicar Lynn Marlowe

LENT 2021

CREATED IN COMMUNITY

A MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES 2021
IN COMMUNITY WITH...
Feb. 24 - All of Creation (Mark 4:35-41)
Mar. 3 - All the Saints (Mark 9:2-8)
Mar. 10 - Our Neighbor (Mark 2:1-12)
Mar. 17 - Those on the Margins (Mark 5:1-20)

YOU'RE INVITED
Wednesdays @ 6:35pm
Join us virtually on Wednesday
evenings during Lent for a time of
Lenten Midweek Worship! This
year's theme (as seen above) is
"Created in Community."
Each
week we'll explore a unique way in
which God creates us and calls us
into community with God, one
another, and the world.
There are two ways to participate in
worship:
1) ZOOM - We will gather by Zoom
so that we can see one another as
we worship in community.
2) YouTube - For those who prefer
not to participate by zoom, the
service will be streamed live to
YouTube.
Details on accessing both Zoom and
YouTube will be emailed ahead of
time. Worship begins at 6:35pm,
following Handbells.

HOLY WEEK

Mar. 24 - Jesus Christ (Mark 10:32-45)

ASH WEDNESDAY
February

17,

2021

12 pm

7 pm

IN PERSON

IN PERSON & YOUTUBE

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April

1,

2021

7 pm
IN PERSON & ON YOUTUBE

GOOD FRIDAY
April

2,

2021

7 pm
IN PERSON & ON YOUTUBE

EASTER VIGIL
April

3,

2021

7 pm
YOUTUBE ONLY

Opportunities for Service
LAUNDRY PROJECT - Feb. 11
Contact Dianne Marcotte
(508) 723-2073
djrm718@gmail.com
www.laundrybycurrent.org

FOUR (4) VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ASAP to host along with Laundry project staff.
Greet and host members of community while meeting basic need of washing
clothes and linens. This program has been done in COVID safe manner over 2020.
Duties are: check people in, load quarters, distribute detergent, photograph
event, host art space for children.
Laundromat location will be Merrill Rd or Mayport area. Monetary donations
accepted including quarters. Please prayerfully consider and contact Dianne
Marcotte immediately if you are able to be a part of this event.(508) 723 2073For
more information see www.laundrybycurrent.org

FAMILY PROMISE - Feb. 11

Contact Charlotte Devier
(954) 707-1315
Charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com
http://familypromisejax.org/

St. Mark’s Lutheran continues to support Family Promise in 2021. Our first week
of hosting is scheduled for February 21, 2021. We will not be hosting live for this
week, but there are still plenty of options for you to contribute. We will be making
dinner for the families, providing food and supplies for the Day Center and finally
a financial contribution will be used for housing. To make housing more
affordable, Family Promise partnered with a local church to house families at a
much more reasonable rate. While we might not be able to raise the exact
amount needed we will contribute what we can as a congregation. Signup sheets
will be available on Sunday January 31st for you to select from for food items or
meals. Financial contributions can be made via offering plate or online giving.
The cost breakdown is as follows:
3 Families for one day = $85.71
One Family one day = $28.57

UCOM DAY OF SERVICE - May 1
St. Mark's has a rich history of supporting UCOM in their collection and
distribution of food to those who hunger. We now have an opportunity to assist
UCOM in a "Spring" cleaning on Saturday May 1. Due to COVID precautions and
type of assistance needed, we only have space for 10-12 volunteers. If you would
like to help, please contact Dianne Marcotte for details.

Contact Dianne Marcotte
(508) 723-2073
djrm718@gmail.com
http://www.ucomjax.org/

FEBRUARY
CALENDAR

BIRTHDAYS
Peyton Harkrider - 02.01
Ian Heneghan - 02.03
Lynn Backus - 02.07
Bernie Giancola - 02.07
Christina Brown - 02.09
Brian Snyder - 02.09
Eric Stupski - 02.12
Rosemarie Tallman - 02.15
Kamm Eckels - 02.17
Debora Koepke - 02.22
Carol Daraskevich - 02.23
Kim Dodds - 02.23
Eddie Jackson - 02.25
Judy Murphy - 02.25
Kelly Murphy - 02.27

ANNIVERSARIES
Kim & Greg Dodds - 02.25

CONTACT US

About Us
SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Ministry Staff
Pastor Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
pastordanielLocke@gmail.com

Our Mission
We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ
Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the hope and joy
of life in Christ.

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be nourished in their
faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ in service to

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

community.
Our Worship & Office Hours

Church Office

Worship Services:

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Sunday 9:30am (In person and Online)

Jacksonville, FL 32207

1st and 3rd Saturdays (in person only)
Office Hours:

Office phone: 904-396-9608

Monday through Thursday

Fax: 904-396-3515

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com

The office is closed on national holidays.

Web: www.stmarksjax.org

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207

