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One Year Later
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

It is hard to believe that one year ago,
March 15, we suspended in-person
worship
and
transitioned
to
worshipping online only. In fact, as I
write this article, it was one year ago
liturgically - the third Sunday in Lent that we transitioned.
A lot has happened in the last year
and we have often taken the time to
dwell on the impact of the pandemic
on our lives. I don't want to do that
again, here. Rather, I want to dwell,
and better yet celebrate the impact of
our transition on the lives of our
community. It is tremendous how far
we have come with our online
worship presence and how important
that work will continue to be going
forward.

Last week, as I was reviewing and
updating our YouTube Channel, I
decided to scroll back in our archives
to the very beginning. Our first online
service was streamed live on March
15, 2020. That service occurred less
than 24 hours from the vote by our
Council
to
suspend
in-person
worship. It is thanks to your trust in
your leadership, both Cantor Tony
and myself, that we made the
transition smoothly.
I took time this week to rewatch that
worship service, and although I know I
am biased, I was very proud of the
quality
of
worship
produced.
Watching that worship service led me
to another one a month later, and
then another service from last Fall,
and then to our midweek Lent service
from this year.

Reflection of Online Worship
from Pastor Daniel
Ark Updates from
Director Tiffany
Daily Prayer from
Cantor Tony
"It Is Finished" from
Liturgical Arts Committee
Updates from Congregation
President, Ray Booth
Opportunities for Worship
Lent and Holy Week 2021
Generosity and Gratitude from
Send Team
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Rev. Daniel Locke
Pastor

This has no doubt
been a challenging
time, but the Spirit is
up to some beautiful
work at this time
and in this place.

It is easy to see how far our church has
come in offering worship online. We
have
made
adjustments
and
improvements along the way over the
past year, and many of those
improvements are thanks to your
investment and trust.
Since the beginning of our transition to
online worship, my focus has been to
provide a space in which people could
worship from home rather than watch a
video of other people in worship. We
continue to update our online presence
for worship in order to cultivate an
approachable and accessible space for
worship.

This has been such an important
ministry of emphasis in the last
year and it has created a safe
space for people who would not
otherwise
feel
comfortable
entering our building to join us for
worship. Over the last 12 months,
I have received numerous phone
calls, emails, and letters from
former members, family of
members, and guests from around
the country who have enjoyed
participating in our worship service
online. More often than I expect, I
hear from someone who does not live
in our immediate area, but regularly
joins us for worship. There is a
powerful
and
wonderful
thing
happening in the worship life of St.
Mark’s. This has no doubt been a
challenging time, but the Spirit is up
to some beautiful work at this time
and in this place.
I encourage
everyone to like, follow, and subscribe
to our YouTube Channel, AND invite
someone to church, especially if it is
online.

While I was reviewing
services, I noticed that we
have uploaded, premiered,
or streamed more than 150
services in the last year.
That means there are 150
videos - worship services,
hymn fests, devotions, daily
prayers,
and
children's
Sunday
school
lessons
available to our community
of faith. That’s an average of
3 offerings a week.

www.YouTube.com/c/stmarksjax
Top: One our first online services
during Lent of 2020. Pastor Daniel
used a Bluetooth keyboard and
USB microphone to control the live
stream while also leading worship.

Bottom: Our current live stream
view where a member of the tech
team manages the live stream
slides in real time during
worship. Not pictured is our
camera: PTZ Optics 30X NDI

If you, or someone you know
has a passion for children,
a love for teaching,
and is currently
seeking employment,
visit our website to apply
to join our team!
www.stmarksjax.org/Arkstaff

News from The Ark
The Ark is open!! After months of
prayer and hard work, St. Mark's
reopened it's gates and is once again
serving as a safe place for children to
learn, grow, and play in a Christian
community.
We are incredibly blessed to reopen
with a powerhouse staff. Our team has
more than 80 years of collective
experience, and every teacher is
certified to be a lead teacher. As the
preschool continues to grow, we will
add Assistant teachers to our staff to
supplement and support the work of
our incredible teachers.
Each week we continue to welcome
more children and are thrilled to
announce that our first three

classrooms are now full with either
enrolled or registered students. We are
now in the process of adding staff and
opening additional classrooms.
We simply cannot say thank you
enough for the prayer, support, time,
donation, and trust to make this
happen! Stay tuned in the coming
months to learn about how you can
volunteer at The Ark!

St. Mark's Ark
Preschool

Celebrating
30 Years

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark
(904) 346-0404
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

Pictures of the Ark reopening:
Finished corked-boards for
circle time, clean play
ground, and new toys.

Morning and Evening Prayer
ELW, INTRODUCTION TO DAILY PRAYER, PAGE 295.

"From the gathering around word and sacrament on the first day of the week,
Christians are sent by God to continue their worship each day through lives of
service. St. Paul's guidance to "pray without ceasing...for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you" (1 Thess. 5:17-18) suggests that the Christian life is prayer:
openness to the presence of God, responsiveness to the word of God, recognition
that all of life is in Christ, and engagement in care for one another and for the
whole creation. Daily prayer is a gift that nourishes growth toward living all of
daily life in prayer.
Evening and morning are primary times for common prayer in various faith

Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608

traditions. For Christians, Evening Prayer and Morning Prayer have an additional
dimension, calling to mind Christ's passage through death to resurrection. As
evening comes, we look to the light of Christ that scatters the darkness, even as we
anticipate the great awakening of the resurrection. With the rising sun, we praise

Read Cantor Tony's blog:
http://smljax.blogspot.com/

God for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we ask the Holy Spirit's help in taking
up the cross to follow Jesus into another day. Night prayer offers a time to
acknowledge both the gifts and the failings of each day, and we commend
ourselves and the whole world into God's hands as night comes."

Much of my energy in the
last few weeks has been
directed toward releasing
new, weekly morning and
evening prayer services. I
hope you will find them to
be a welcome addition to
your own life of prayer.

MORNING PRAYER

EVENING PRAYER

Would you like to spend a little time

I am happy to debut a new evening

(about 13 minutes) in worship at

prayer service with new music! The

home?

opening

Morning Prayer premiers

is

by
the

David

Cherwien,

hymn

"Behold,

every Monday morning with updated

including

readings and prayers. Substitute the

Unveiled the Vesper Light" with a

reading on the video with the day's

text by Susan Palo Cherwien. Also

appointed reading by pausing on the

included is a new setting of the

"Word" page, reading your daily text,

Magnificat (Canticle of Mary) by Anne

and then fast forward to the Canticle

Krentz Organ. The service also

of Zechariah.

includes the complete prayer list
from St. Mark's (as available at the
time of this post).

I hope you'll find this a welcome addition to your prayer life. Each video includes
music and texts to encourage your in-home participation. If you miss the premier,

www.stmarksjax.org/prayer

it will be up all week long. Feel free to substitute your own scripture readings.

Left - Newest Banners:
Lent, Epiphany,
Reformation,
Music Appreciation Day

It Is Finished!
By Debora Koepke
Monika Drake encouraged
me to make a banner for
this Lenten Season. I was
excited and honored to be
asked to create such a
work of art. I have always
admired church banners through the
years and at the many churches I have
attended. Church banners help tell the
beautiful stories of the church in colors
of the church seasons. It was my secret
desire to make one someday. So I said
yes!
I was inspired by God in my design. I
envisioned a stained glass banner with
many colors of purple, which would
represent the many facets of God, and
they would be assembled in a starburst
pattern to show God’s majesty. I chose
three crosses - the largest because it
represents God’s great sacrifice to
humankind in the death of Christ our
Savior, and the two smaller crosses,
one to represent God’s willingness to

forgive sinners, and one to represent
the unrepentant sinner. The crown of
thorns represents God’s great sacrifice
for us. The words “It is finished” are
written in chain link to symbolize Jesus
breaking us from the bondage of sin.
These words help us know that our God
is a forgiving God, and we freely receive
God’s great love for us.

Others have been working on an
Outreach Program within our group crocheting and knitting caps/hats for
local Cancer Centers for the folks to
wear, who have lost their hair due to
chemo.

We have picked up the prayer shawl
ministry again and decided also to
make prayer lap quilts for the gents maybe in sports team colors in the
future. These are available not only
when someone is ill or
in distress, but also to
let someone know we
are praying for them.
If you would like to join
our team, contact
Monika Drake.

Lent, for me, is a time for reflection, and
a great hope of things to come. Making
this banner was a labor of love for God
and our congregation. It is my hope that
it inspires you and helps you to reflect
on God’s Agape love for each and every
one of you! Blessings!

Above - "It Is Finished" banner
by Debora Koepke

Liturgical Arts and Crafts Team:
Sue Ashby, Francine Baker, Allen
Backus, Mary Cusick, Jan
DeBartolo, Monika Drake, Clara
Giancola, Jeni Heneghan,
Debora Koepke, Renee Roath.

Opportunity to Learn
Go deeper into the first-century world with The
New Testament in Its World Video Lectures and
accompanying workbook, taught by N. T. Wright
and Michael F. Bird. The video lectures are the
definitive video introduction to the history,
literature, and theology of the New Testament.
These 37 lectures were filmed on location in the
Holy Land and Mediterranean, including sites at:
Jerusalem
Nazareth
Corinth

Qumran

Rome

Capernaum

Athens

The Sea of Galilee

About N.T. Wright:
One of the world’s foremost New Testament scholars, N. T. Wright (@profntwright) is the Chair of New Testament and Early
Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He is the award-winning author of many books, including the
Christian Origins and the Question of God series.

WHO:
Led by Pastor Daniel
Open to all to attend & participate.
Perfect introduction to the Holy
Land for those going in October.

WHAT:
A multi-week Bible study lead by
Pastor Daniel, using a curriculum
created by N.T. Wright and Michael
Bird.

WHEN:
Wednesdays @ 10:00am
Starting February 10th

WHERE:
We will meet by Zoom with hopes
of eventually meeting in person.

Top right:
Pastor Daniel in front of Temple Mount
Bottom Left to Right:
Temple,
Dome of the Rock,
Sea of Galilee,
Mount of Olives

Starting Wednesday February 10, at 10:00am, join Pastor Daniel for a weekly study of
scripture and its context. Using the video lecture series outlined above, we will
explore the New Testament and the world within which it was written. This study is a
perfect introduction to (and preview of) our trip
to the Holy Land in October. Pastor Daniel will
use pictures and stories from his own pilgrimage
in 2013 to supplement the video lectures and
workbook material.
For those interested, there is a corresponding
book and supplemental workbook to accompany each video lesson. Pastor Daniel
recommends the workbook, but the corresponding book is large, dense, and can be
intimidating. To purchase either of these materials, simply search online for "The New
Testament in its World" by N.T. Wright. Or, contact Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com
for questions and consultation.
**Note - this study will gather by Zoom with hopes of moving to in person or even both in
person and zoom in the future. While it is initially scheduled for Wednesdays at 10:00am,
the time and date may change in the future depending upon interest and participation.

Updates from Congregation Council
FROM RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends,
Your Church Council met on February 22 and the following issues were discussed
and actions taken:
1. A committee is reviewing a proposed policy for maternity and paternity leave.
Finance Committee will be asked to review the proposal for fiscal impact. We
would prefer to have a policy in place within the next three months.
2. Larry Tallman was nominated and elected to fill a vacancy on the Council. He
was then nominated to serve as Treasurer, he accepted the nomination, and he
was unanimously elected to that position. As a result, Larry has resigned his
position on the St. Mark's Foundation.
3. Finance Committee has raised an issue about the taxability of reduced or free
day care tuition provided to staff members. The Internal Revenue Code is
ambiguous on this issue and Finance Committee requested that we obtain an
opinion from an accounting firm that specializes in taxation matters for 501(c)(3)
entities. Council voted to obtain such an opinion from Batts, Morrison, Wales &
Lee, P.A., an accounting firm in Orlando.
4. There are currently two vacancies on Mutual Ministry. Members are appointed
jointly by Pastor and the President, and appointments must be confirmed by the
Council. The appointment of Bernie Jorn was confirmed.
5. Council approved a banking resolution directing Regions Bank to remove several
people as authorized signatories on our accounts because they have left
employment or elected office and to add our current President and Treasurer as
signatories.
6. The format for Council meetings will begin to change in March and Council will
begin to discuss establishing goals and missions for Saint Marks in the near
future.
7. Pastor Locke discussed with Council an opportunity for Saint Marks to host an
intern from Luther Seminary for August 2021 through July 2022. Following
discussion, Council was excited by the opportunity and affirmed our interest in
the program. More details about this opportunity will be provided by Pastor
Locke as the issue is addressed and questions resolved.
Our next Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 7:00
pm. This is an interim meeting for the sole purpose of further discussing and
deciding whether to host the internship. Our next regular Council meeting will be
held via Zoom on Monday, March 22, 2021 at 7:00 pm. You are welcome to attend
that meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any subject, please
contact me by email at least one week in advance of the meeting.

Ray Booth
Congregation President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Alonzo Batson (2021)
Debora Koepke (2021)
Kathy Kleppinger (2021)
Janet Linn, Vice Pres (2021)
Charlotte Devier (2022)
Dianne Marcotte(2022)
Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Leslie Allen, Secretary (2023)
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Bernie Giancola (2023)
Jennifer Treat (2023)
Ark Advisory Committee
Bill Ahrens
Ginger Hudson
Janet Linn (Council Liaison)
Carl Moser
Bridget Pudimat, chair
Alice Trainer

St. Mark's Foundation
Steve Hicks (2021)
Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
vacant (2023)
Jack Hudson (2024)
Gary Pudimat (2025)

CPR & First Aid at St. Mark's

Jane Kilby
ARC CPR/First Aid Instructor
jmysong7@gmail.com

BY JANE KILBY
I am very pleased to share that the
Foundation
Trustees
recently
approved a grant for the purchase of
CPR and First Aid equipment. The
equipment was purchased through the
American Red Cross (ARC) where we
received a 10% instructor discount
and free shipping! St. Mark’s now
owns a set of adult/child manikins,
infant manikins and various other
items to support class instruction. The
inaugural use of the equipment was
the week of February 8th when Ark
employees were all recertified!
Additional classes will be held as new
employees are brought onboard.

Thank you for teaching!
-Ark Staff

JOIN THE TOUR
Join Rev. Daniel Locke and St.
Mark's Lutheran on an 11-day
Lutheran Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land in 2021, starting at
$3,776* with flights from
Jacksonville, FL. Visit places
such as Jerusalem, Galilee,
Bethlehem, Jordan Valley,
Masada, Herodion, Samaria,
and much more! This tour
departs on October 12, 2021.
There is a 4-day extension to
Petra (Oct. 22-25) available
starting at $848.

Tour: HL 20
Date: 10/12/21
Code: L
Trip ID: 59810
Visit: http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/find-a-trip/

No additional fees are being charged
for instruction – just the cost of ARC
certification, making the instruction
more cost effective than hiring an
outside instructor. Once we are past
COVID-19 concerns, we will be offering
classes to the St. Mark’s congregation,
as well as to the community at large as
an outreach offering. Should you have
any questions, or desire to receive
training as available and offered,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Space Still Available

LENT 2021
CREATED IN COMMUNITY

A MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES 2021
IN COMMUNITY WITH...
Feb. 24 - All of Creation (Mark 4:35-41)
Mar. 3 - All the Saints (Mark 9:2-8)
Mar. 10 - Our Neighbor (Mark 2:1-12)
Mar. 17 - Those on the Margins (Mark 5:1-20)
Mar. 24 - Jesus Christ (Mark 10:32-45)

Wednesdays @ 6:35 pm

Join us virtually on Wednesday evenings during Lent at 6:35pm for a
time of Lenten Midweek Worship! This year's theme (as seen above) is
"Created in Community." Each week we'll explore a unique way in which
God creates us and calls us into community with God, one another, and
the world.
There are two ways to participate in worship:
1) Zoom – We’ll gather by Zoom so that we can see one another
as we worship in community.
Meeting ID: 857 8995 8254 (3976)
2)

YouTube – For those who prefer not to participate by zoom,
we will stream live to YouTube.
www.YouTube.com/c/stmarksjax
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EASTER SUNDAY
Join us on April 4, 9:30am as
we celebrate the resurrection
of our Lord in worship! All are
welcome in-person and online.
We will have overflow seating
available in Hart Hall and in
the Library.
Everyone is invited to bring
flowers from home to add to
the ivory cross outside the
Nave.

News from the Send Team
By Dianne Marcotte
The year 2020 has been a year of events none of us imagined. However, during the
year of sadness, fear and uncertainty, the congregation of St. Mark's continued to
have Faith and show support, caring and love to the community and organizations
who support members of the community who are in need. The needs have been
many and at every turn the congregation and teams of St. Mark's stepped up to
provide food, shelter and other measures of comfort. The spirit of generosity and
Stewardship of time, talent and treasure is very apparent and appreciated. The
Holy spirit moves within and the congregation has responded.

Dianne Marcotte
Send Team Chair
(508) 723-2073
djrm718@gmail.com
www.laundrybycurrent.org

This year, the Send team will look for ways to expand and refresh the ministry. In
the coming months we will seek your Input through surveys online as to which
ministries and community partners the Send team should invest the
congregation's time and resources. Thank you to everyone who has given so
much! May 2021 be a year of hope, love and blessings to all.

WITH GENEROSITY & GRATITUDE:
Here are some recent Thank You messages that have been received by various
organizations. The congregation of St. Mark's is a generous and caring
congregation doing God's work in this world. On behalf of the Send Team, Thank
you for the support during the year of 2020.
"Thank you for your recent donation of $500 to Jacksonville Campus Ministries. Your
loyal support helps this Christian ministry continue to change the lives of UNF
students through the witnessing of God's Love. You are appreciated."
- Rachel Mumford & Jacksonville Campus Ministries Board of Directors.
"Pastor Locke & St. Mark's, we are so grateful for the kind & generous support from
St. Mark's over the years. Last year Lutheran Social Services helped 39,000 of our
neighbors in need, and it wouldn't be possible without local congregations who not
only founded LSS but continue to support the mission 41 years later. Many Thanks for
all you do for our community. Take Care and God Bless."
- Bill Brim & Lutheran Social Services

Contact Charlotte Devier
(954) 707-1315
Charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com
http://familypromisejax.org/

"...Thank you for your generous donation of $500 towards Global Mission's work in
Haiti. We are grateful for the leadership of Alonzo Batson as Haiti team chair, who
has sustained activity with Eglise Lutherienne d'Haiti (ELH)."
- Florida-Bahamas Synod Chair of Global Mission.
Thank you letters are posted on the Send bulletin board.

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE
Family Promise continues to support families as we enter another year with COVID still very present. In February, we supported
two families - a family of 7 members (single mother with 3 sons and 3 daughters), and a family of 4 (single mother with 2 sons
and a daughter). We supported Family Promise and these families by preparing meals for dinner, and donating supplies and
food for the Day Center to keep them stocked during the week. As for housing, another local church is hosting families longterm instead of putting them up in hotels. Thanks to your generosity, St. Mark's made a financial contribution to support the
housing of those families. Our next opportunity to host is in June. If you would like to be involved, contact Charlotte Devier.

MARCH
CALENDAR

BIRTHDAYS
John Cox - March 01
Adam Kilby - March 07
Sarah Locke - March 07
Hope VanOsdol - March 07
Bonnye Bell - March 11
Karl Koepke - March 11
Elizabeth Cox - March 12
Katie Murphy - March 14
A.J. Harkrider - March 16
Diana Tannous - March 16
Molly Keifer - March 17
Tom VanOsdol - March 17
Mary Cox - March 18
Evan Harkrider - March 18
Camelle Decker - March 19
Amelia Jorn - March 20
Francine Baker - March 21
Janet Linn - March 21
John Daraskevich - March 27
Dale Gatz - March 29

ANNIVERSARIES
Steve & Jenny Hicks - March 16
Fred & Marieanne Prokop - March 19
John Schoenecker - March 28
Lee Stanford - March 29

CONTACT US

About Us
SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Ministry Staff
Pastor Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
pastordanielLocke@gmail.com

Our Mission
We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ
Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the hope and joy
of life in Christ.

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be nourished in their
faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ in service to

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

community.
Our Worship & Office Hours

Church Office

Worship Services:

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Sunday 9:30am (In person and Online)

Jacksonville, FL 32207

1st and 3rd Saturdays (in person only)
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
The office is closed on national holidays.

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207

Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com
Web: www.stmarksjax.org

