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From the Pastor 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

My time at St. Mark’s is coming to an end. My 

last Sunday will be August 27. I want you to know how 

much I have enjoyed getting to know you and being your 

pastor. I had only preached twice before at St. Mark’s, so 

I didn’t know any of you very well. But in the eight 

months I’ve been with you, I have come to not only 

know you, but to love you. You have greatly enriched 

my life! 

My last month at St. Mark’s will be a busy time 

for Judy and me. We are in the process of selling our 

condo and moving into Fleet Landing’s independent 

housing. Judy, of course, is carrying most of the burden 

since I’m at work three days a week. Our moving date 

will be on or about August 22. 

As much as we will miss you (and we will miss 

you!) we do look forward to getting settled in our new 

home, auditing a class at UNF in the Fall Semester, and 

also hopefully going back to sea as a guest pastor again. 

I will continue to be available for pulpit supply in area 

churches, but I don’t expect to do another interim. I’ve 

been a pastor for forty-four years now, and I’m ready to 

be more fully retired and able to spend more time to-

gether with Judy. 

The Synod will, of course, assign another interim 

pastor for St. Mark’s, assuming that one will be needed. 

Bob Hale and I have each done what we could to help 

you through this journey, and someone else will help you 

through the last stage. My prayers will continue to be 

with you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Pat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messages from Council President 
Send: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Be sure your calendar is marked for September 

10, so you can join in on “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Sunday at St. Mark’s. We will actually start our outreach 

on Saturday, September 9 as we serve dinner at the 

Ronald McDonald House in Jacksonville. On Sunday, 

September 10, join us for worship followed by a lunch 

together in the fellowship hall. Then, we will break out 

into small groups to work on various projects, including: 

 baking cookies and making cards for our 

local fire station  

 putting together personal toiletry kits for 

UCOM 

 yard work in our community 

 plus, more to come… 

If you do not have an official St. Mark’s yellow 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” shirt, don’t worry. We will 

have them available again this year. We are still planning 

activities, but we will have a mix of activities inside and 

outside. We will also have some that you can do sitting 

and others that may require a little more hands out work. 

Everyone will be able to help. Even if you are out of 

town on September 10, we will be collecting items prior 

to the day, so you can help out in advance. 

Start gathering personal size soap, shampoo, con-

ditioner, toothpaste, shaving cream, razors, and wash-

cloths. You can place them in the box in Hart Hall. 

This is always such a fun and exciting day, so I 

look forward to our day of service together. 
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Congratulations! 
On July 14, Arold Rambeloarisoa went through 

the US citizenship ceremony in Jacksonville. Congratu-

lations on becoming a US citizen! St. Mark’s is fortunate 

to have you in our congregation.  

Dinner for Ronald McDonald House 
On September 9, St. Mark’s will host dinner at 

the local Ronald McDonald House. We will need about 8 

volunteers (ages 13 and up) to 

volunteer to prepare the meal at 

the Ronald McDonald House. 

We do not serve the meal, but we 

ensure it is ready by 5:00 pm. 

We will plan a meal for 75 peo-

ple, collect the food, prepare the 

food at the House and then put it 

out for families to enjoy. This is 

a fun way to provide outreach to 

our community and support fam-

ilies who are going through the 

stress of illness and hospital vis-

its. More information to come. 

 

 

Phone Tree Training 
Our phone tree system has been upgraded! Join 

Aaron Brown on a training session following the church 

service on Sunday, August 20. We will spend a few 

minutes learning how the system works. I encourage all 

committee chairs, office volunteers, and staff to attend.  

This new system will allow us to place calls, send 

a text message, and send emails so we can reach people 

in multiple ways. Stay tuned for messages about upcom-

ing events and news at St. Mark’s. 

 

Blood Drive: August 13 
The big red bus will be on site 

for a blood drive on Sunday, August 

13. Stop by and try to give blood if you 

are able. Your gift of blood helps save 

lives across our community! 

 

New Library Chairs! 
Special thanks to Ellen and Eric Olson who 

found some wonderful new chairs for our library. For an-

yone who has been in the library for a meeting, Sunday 

school, or just reading, you know our chairs were in need 

of replacement. Ellen and Eric used some great internet 

searches and found chairs that met our need at a great 

price! Thank you! 

 

Thank You and Farewell, Randy Rahe 
Randy Rahe was a member of 2017 council, but 

due to changes in work, he had to resign his position in 

July. His change in work means he and Nola will be re-

locating, and we said goodbye in July to this wonderful 

couple. Both Randy and Nola will be missed, but we are 

all blessed to have served alongside each of them at St. 

Mark’s. At this time, Randy’s council seat will not be 

filled. Based on our constitution, we can continue with 

11 members of council. We will seek nominations for 

the 2018 council in a few months, so please pray about 

your calling at St. Mark’s. 

 

Draft Day 2017 
Mark your calendar for August 27, DRAFT DAY 

2017! Last year, we had a great time decorating tables 

for each ministry and inviting everyone to see what St. 

Mark’s has to offer. Are you interested in serving as an 

usher, singing in the choir, playing bells, volunteering at 

the Ark, or joining WELCA? The possibilities to serve 

St. Mark’s and our community are endless.  

Come for worship at 9:30 am and then stay for 

Left to Right: Miora, Tahiana, Arold, and Mamy.  
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Draft Day. Our fellowship hall/gym will be decorated 

with tables for each ministry and a brunch will be hosted 

by our Fellowship Committee. This is a day to learn 

about opportunities to serve St. Mark’s. Where will you 

find your calling? 

 

Gratitude for Pastor Bell 
Over the past 7 months, we have been blessed 

with our shepherd, Pastor Bell. It is with sadness that we 

must say goodbye at the end of August. Pastor Bell and 

his wife, Judy, will be making a transition in their life as 

they get ready to sell their condo and move to a new fa-

cility in town. His guidance has continued to bring heal-

ing to our church and he has been instrumental in 

strengthening the foundation of St. Mark’s.  

Pastor Bell has been involved in so many areas of 

our church over the past few months and he will be 

missed. Pastor Bell created a special group of volunteers 

who are able to visit our members and loved ones who 

are hospitalized. This lay ministry helps ensure we can 

offer comfort while our loved ones are in the hospital. 

Pastor Bell’s last day will be Sunday, August 27. Please 

join us to wish Pastor Bell and Judy well on their transi-

tion. We will celebrate them through worship and then 

during a brunch. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 
 August 5: Men in Mission 

 August 13: OneBlood Blood Drive 

 August 20:Training in church office on phone system 

following service 

 August 27: Farewell to Pastor Bell and Draft Day with 

Brunch in Gym 

 September 2: Men in Mission 

 September 9: Ronald McDonald House Dinner 

 September 10: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

 September 10: San Marco Chamber Music Society 

Concert 

 October 7: Oktoberfest in Gym 

Please be sure to check our website for updates, 

times, and locations. http://stmarksjax.org/calendar.html 

 
—Tracy Williams, Council President  

 
 
 
 
 

Women of the ELCA  
 

August Circle Meetings: 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, August 8 at 9:30 am in Hart 

Hall 

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, August 10 at 7:00 pm in Li-

brary  

Rebecca Circle will meet again in September.  

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

Reformation Anniversary  
Looking Back & Called Forward: ELCA 500:  
An event commemorating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation   

  

 Please plan to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton on Tuesday, October 31, as she co-hosts a com-

memoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  

The event, which will include speakers and a service, 

will be at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation on 

Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Bishop Eaton will be 

joined by co-hosts Indiana-Kentucky Synod Bishop Bill 

Gafkjen, ELCA Vice President Bill Horne and Metropol-

itan Washington, D.C., Synod Bishop Dick Graham.  

The event is open to the public and will be available 

online via livestream. All are invited to participate and 

honor the Reformation anniversary as we bear public 

witness to Christ, who frees us to love and serve our 

neighbor, and as we look to the future to which God is 

calling us.  

Blessings to you as we commemorate this historic 

occasion in our church. 

From Synod Council 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ of the First Coast 

Conference, 

 As you may know, the Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Council meets 4 times a year to discuss and vote on vari-

ous matters relating to our lives together. Most often, 

those meetings are held at the Synod Office in Tampa or 

at Luther Springs.  

 It has become the practice in the past several years 

for your Synod Council, comprised of people elected by 
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the Synod Assembly and coming from all parts of the 

state, to hold one meeting each year in a different part of 

the state. As we take the “Synod Council on the Road,” 

we invite all congregations to the area—including pas-

tors, congregational councils and officers, and interested 

lay members—to a conversation and worship. Last year, 

we met in Melbourne. This year, we are heading to your 

area—the First Coast Conference! On behalf of the en-

tire Synod Council, I invite you and your congregation to 

join us for conversation and worship on Friday evening, 

September 15, 2017 at St. John Lutheran Church, 

1950 Silver St., Jacksonville, from 6:45 pm to 9:00 

pm.  

 The flow of a regular Council meeting is a Friday af-

ternoon of devotion and business matters, a break for 

dinner as a council, and then a more “informal” discus-

sion on a selected topic, followed by worship. For this 

Friday night discussion time, we are interested in hearing 

from and talking with lay members and rostered leaders 

in an informal, question and answer/discussion format. 

We imagine conversation might be about highs and lows 

of your congregation’s mission in your community; 

ideas about how we might be better connected to each 

other; the challenges and joys of your lay leadership; 

what you need to be a more effective leader; what does 

the Synod Council do anyway?! We will have conversa-

tion starters, but hope that our time together will evolve 

as the Spirit moves among us. We will end the evening 

with worship and Holy Communion. 

 We give thanks to St. John Lutheran Church for 

agreeing to host our worship and this time together. All 

are invited and welcome. I look forward to seeing you on 

Friday evening, September 15. If you have questions, 

feel free to contact Michele Hilton, Assistant to the 

Bishop for Administration at micheleh@fbsynod.org. 

We also give thanks to Trinity Lutheran Church who is 

hosting our actual Synod Council business meeting on 

Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. The First Coast 

knows what it means to be “church together”!  

 “I give thanks to my God always for you because of 

the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 

for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:4-5 

I look forward to seeing you.  

 

Your sister in Christ,  

Cheryl Stuart  

Vice-President  

Florida-Bahamas Synod Council  

St. Mark’s Ark 
This is my 15th graduation. Graduation is always a 

bittersweet time. July 1st was my anniversary as director 

of St. Mark’s Ark. That first graduation I only had a few 

months to get to know the graduates, but it was still diffi-

cult to see them go. Most of the graduating bears have 

been students at the Ark for their entire five years on 

earth. These students are family. We feed them, diaper 

them, and help them through times with God’s help. 

When a child graduates from St. Mark’s Ark he or 

she has learned to walk, talk, speak, drink from a cup, 

and eat with a spoon. The students also learn to sing, and 

enjoy music. The teachers potty-train and teach them to 

dress themselves. In addition to all the life skills, they 

learn letters, numbers, French, math, dance, chess, and 

reading. 

July 18th another group of graduates move on to the 

next phase of their lives. All of the skills they learned 

will enhance each graduate’s life as he or she grows. St. 

Mark’s Ark will be a part of each of them forever! 

 

God’s peace, 

Patrice Roux-Neal, St. Mark’s Ark Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June Financial Update 
Through the first half of the year, contributions and 

other income exceeded expenses by $29,758.09 due pri-

marily to lower pastoral expense. If St. Mark's had oper-

ated with a full time pastor at the level budgeted, the fa-

vorable variance would have been reduced to 

$16,296.94. 

St. Mark's is in good financial condition due to 

measures taken to reduce operating expenses and a pro-

longed period without a full time pastor. 

 



5 

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the former Lt. Colonel Cindy 

Harkrider who was just promoted to Colonel in the Flor-

ida Army National Guard. We're so proud of you! 

Devotionals for August 
 “Global Church Minutes are short, one minute or 

less, prayers [for] 2017 and serve as a reminder of our 

connection to our brothers and sisters around the world.”   

Through 2017, I am placing a month’s worth of these 

ELCA devotionals in each Messenger.      

—Gina Olson  
 

August 6: 
 Incarnate God, giver of all good gifts, provider of all 

we need, we give you thanks for the abundance that your 

creation provides for us. Praise to you for the work of all 

people in this church who work to ensure that your good 

gifts are distributed in equitable ways throughout the 

world. May we ever desire your justice to wash over us 

and, through faith, renew our desire to show your love 

through gifts of food, clothes and shelter, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
August 13: 
 God, who comes to us over the waters and quells the 

storms of our fears, send your Spirit to renew our faith 

that you provide what we need. Thanks be to you for all 

congregations and people who provide support for the 

work of the ELCA’s global ministries. May we continue 

to build relationships of trust built on faith, guided by 

your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

August 20: 
God of all the nations, as the Canaanite woman re-

minded Jesus of God’s call, through him, to minister to 

all the nations, may we be reminded of your call to serve 

our neighbors near and far. Praise to you for the work 

that ELCA members do in countries throughout the 

world. May the presence of Jesus with us and the witness 

of the saints through history instill in us the call [to] 

serve all people, strengthened through your Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
August 27: 
 Heavenly Creator, you revealed yourself to us in Je-

sus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Con-

tinue to reveal yourself to us through Christ’s presence 

with us and through the witness of all we encounter. 

Thanks be to you for the work that ELCA members do in 

countries throughout the world. May your revelation to 

us in Jesus Christ instill in us the call to serve all people, 

strengthened through your Spirit. Amen. 
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for August 2017 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, August 5 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, August 6 
Ninth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Jane Kilby Alonzo Batson Susan Jackson & Bonnye Bell  

Sunday, August 13  
Tenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

John Trainer Janet Gray  Susan Jackson & Jeanette Snyder  

Saturday, August 19 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson  

Sunday, August 20 
Eleventh Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Steve Hicks  Neil Daraskevich  Bonnye Bell & Nicki Hassell  

Sunday, August 27 
Twelfth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Ellen Olson  Gina Olson  Rachel Mumford & Renée Roath  

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John 

Saturday, August 5   

Sunday, August 6 
Ninth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Cathy Stupski  Amelia Jorn   

Sunday, August 13  
Tenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Russ & Jeanette Snyder  Tahiana Rakotomandrindra  

Saturday, August 19   

Sunday, August 20 
Eleventh Sunday After 
Pentecost 

John & Alice Trainer Grace Maszy  

Sunday, August 27 
Twelfth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Ruth Copeland  Becca Jorn   
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August 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall  

2 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall  

3 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

 

4 5 
8:00 am Men in Mis-
sion @ Fellowship Hall  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

7  
 
 

8  
9:30 am Deborah Cir-
cle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall   

9 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

10  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Priscilla Cir-
cle @ Library 
 

11  
3:00 pm Funeral 
Service for Richard 
Joseph Bastien @ 
Nave 

12  
1:00 pm Memorial  
Service for Sean 
Heneghan @ Nave   

13  
8:30-11:30 am OneBlood 
Blood Drive @ Blood Mo-
bile outside of church  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

14 

6:30 pm Nourish 
Meeting @ Library 

15  Content for 

September  

Messenger Due 
 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 

16 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
 

17 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

18 
  
 

19  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

20  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
PhoneTree Training Ses-
sion following the service  
  

21 
6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library  

22 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

23 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

24 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room  

25 
  

26 
 

27 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
Draft Day following the 
service 

28  
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library  

29  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall 

30   
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

31 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
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 August Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
     

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly 

and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson does 
layout and editing for both of them.  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and 
The Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month.  

  New Address 
Barbara Morton has a new address. Send letters to 

the following address: 
 
317 Wellness Way 
Apt. 122 
Washington, PA 15301 

 

Thank You 
To Our St. Mark's Family,  
 
We have received a very special donation from the Olson family. Please 
stop by and take a look in the library. You will now see 15 lovely, per-
fectly safe, red chairs for our conference table. We are ready for activity 
in our library. Thank You, thank you, Olson family for your gracious dona-
tion to St Mark's. And also, thank you for all that you three do to enrich 
the life of our church. 

—Mary Swart 

Margaret Janz                                  August 1 
John Mumford                               August 11 
Arold Rambeloarisoa                    August 11 
Mamy Rakotomandrindra           August 15  
Fred Prokop                                   August 16 
Jean Henderson                            August 20  
Becky Hutson                                 August 21 
Judy Ahrens                                   August 25 
Leighton Brown                             August 28 
Gwin Reiser                                    August 30 
Mary Cusick                                   August 31 
Lee Stanford                                  August 31 
John Trainer                                   August 31 

Anniversaries 
Crystal & Lindsay Solie                   August 7 
Barbara & Robert Brown             August 10 
Carol & Neil Daraskevich             August 10 
Ellen & Eric Olson                         August 13 
Dale & Yvonne Gatz                      August 15 
Jeanette & Russ Snyder               August 17 
Alice & John Trainer                     August 26 
Barbara & Roland McKenney     August 28 
Francine & Neill Baker                 August 30 

Call Committee 
Alonzo Batson: Co-Chair Person 
Elizabeth Jenkins: Co-Chair Person 
Gina Olson 
Gary Pudimat 
Renée Roath 
Mark Weber 
 
   For updates on the call process, 
please read The Lion’s Roar.  
 



9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 am                                      
 
A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Patrick Bell   Interim Pastor 

Phone: 904-249-9925 
Cell phone: 904-229-7438 
Email: pbell47@yahoo.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison    
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 
Ray Booth 
Jim Dennis 
John Trainer 
 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 


