THE MESSENGER
ST. MARK'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRESCHOOL
THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU HERE

AUGUST 2022

A Time to Celebrate
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 'I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life'” (John 8:12).
Dearest siblings in Christ, on Sunday, July 31, we celebrated a significant
achievement in the life of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. The retirement of a
mortgage is a remarkable milestone, and it is both good and right that we
take a moment to remember the saints who have gone before us, honor the
stewardship of all who have gathered in this place for worship, and give
thanks to God who is steadfast and faithful.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).
Almost 25 years ago, St. Mark’s cast a vision for ministry in this community,
which included among many things, a capital upgrade, renovation, and
addition to our physical facilities. These investments enhanced our capacity
for mission and ministry and empowered a new generation of faith
development. In fact, many of you were there when the vision was cast, the
plans were drawn, and the ground was broken.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x102
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Service of
Holy Communion
with Thanksgiving for
the Retirement of Debt

On April 12, 2022, St. Mark’s retired its principal mortgage of $1.12 million by
paying its debt in full. This is a milestone. We remember the saints before us
who cast a vision of ministry with boldness and hope. The burning of the
mortgage renews the light of hope for God’s mission and ministry in this
place.
“So then, you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone;
in him the whole structure is joined together and grows into
a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God” (Ephesians 2:19-22).

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
July 31, 2022 + 9:30am

(Above) the cover of our
special July 31 bulletin;
(below) the set-up for the
mortgage burning

While the repayment of our debt is a bold endeavor, it is neither the first nor
the last fruits of the vision cast before us. We, as the body of Christ at St.
Mark’s in 2022, carry forward even more boldly with a responsibility and a
privilege to serve the world in God’s name. Freed from the burden of debt
and equipped with gifts for ministry, we are empowered by the waters of the
font and entrusted by the hope of the saints to strive for justice and peace in
all the world.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket;
rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).
As the lyrics of “Closing Time” by Semisonic suggest, “Every new beginning
comes from some other beginning's end.” The mortgage may be retired, but
our work is not complete. In fact, there is important work to be done in San
Marco, Jacksonville, and beyond. We have a renewed beginning. Let us not
take for granted the faith and hope of those who went before us. Siblings in
Christ, with joy and thanksgiving, with grace and hope, may the Spirit of God
stir in our midst and send us forth in service with gifts we have been given
for ministry.
Let us pray. In the days ahead, use us and our gifts in new ways. Send us
forth renewed in the life of baptism, so that we continue to live together as
your faithful people, carry out the ministry of word and sacrament, proclaim
Christ in word and deed, serve all people in his name, and strive for justice
and peace in all the earth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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A Time to Sing (and Ring)!
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

What is the most important day on the church calendar?
You might be thinking that it’s Easter, or maybe Christmas — and you are
right! But September 14 is also an important day. For one thing, it’s Holy
Cross Day. That’s significant, right? What could be more important than a day
to lift up the cross and recall our baptism? It’s definitely something to
celebrate.
Still, there is more cause for celebration on September 14. It’s the first day
our Festival Choir, and St. Mark’s Ringers begin their usual rehearsal
schedule!
All singers are welcome to join the Festival Choir in leading the church’s song
through liturgy and hymns. We also prepare carefully rehearsed choral music
to enrich and elevate worship for the people of St. Mark’s.
The ability to read music is helpful, but not required —
we’ll teach you what you need to know!

Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x103

The Festival Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings in
the music suite at 7:00 pm. We also meet on Sunday
morning at 9:00 am to warm-up for the 9:30 am worship
service.
The St. Mark’s Ringers enhance our worship through music
in a variety of styles — all played on our prized
Whitechapel handbells from England. Some musical
experience is needed, but it can be anything from having
piano lessons as a child to playing in a high school
orchestra. If you can read the notes on a staff, you can
learn to play handbells.

Our Festival Choir

The St. Mark’s Ringers rehearse on Wednesday evenings at
5:30 pm in the nave. They play about once a month on
Sunday morning and at the late service on Christmas Eve.
Do you have questions? Contact me or talk to any choir
member or handbell ringer. We would love to have you
join us in our music ministry of leading the church’s song.
St. Mark's Ringers and
friends at Lutheridge
Handbell Weekend, 2020
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A Time to Confirm and Affirm
BY VICAR KATHY VANOSDOL

One of the greatest joys of ministry is walking alongside young people as
they confirm their faith in Christ and make the decision to affirm their
baptismal promises. This process where a young person begins to take
responsibility for continued learning about how to live a faithful life
involves questions, conversations, discoveries, and affirmations.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
intern@stmarksjax.org
(904) 396-9608 x104

According to Lutheran tradition, confirmation is the first time that a person
will publicly affirm those baptismal promises that were made on their behalf
at their baptism. Up until this moment, the Body of Christ has been
responsible for the young person’s faith formation and practice. The
parents, sponsors, and community promised to help the child grow in the
Christian faith and life. At confirmation, the person commits to continue
asking questions, having conversations, and being open to discoveries
about the faith. Thankfully, they are not asked to journey alone on their own
merit, knowledge, or abilities. God created the faithful members to live in
community; learning, asking questions, and making discoveries together.
Confirmation is not a "one and done" experience. As disciples of Christ, we
benefit from an intentional, ongoing practice of confirming our faith. It's a
practice where we routinely revisit — and intentionally remind ourselves of
— the baptismal promises that we proclaim. We invite God to reveal those
areas that might need attention and to open our hearts and minds to those
promises that are easy to keep — and those that are more difficult.
For the next few weeks, I invite you to write down your baptismal promises
and put them in a place where you look every day, perhaps your bathroom
mirror or refrigerator. Ask God to reveal his desires for your attention. Ask
questions, have conversations with God and God’s people, pray for
discoveries of what it means to live lives of faith confirmed and promised.
The five affirmations of baptism are designed to lead us in a faithful life. To
keep us focused on what really matters in life, especially when the world
experiences chaos and trauma. Here is a reminder that we are called to:
Live among God’s faithful people
To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper
To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed
To serve all people, following the example of Jesus
And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.
On August 7, the community of St. Mark’s, along with the church at large,
will celebrate one of our siblings when he affirms his baptismal promises.
Plan to attend his confirmation as a way to lend your support to his
continued journey with Jesus. Let’s celebrate together as the Body of Christ!
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LSS Fundraiser with Two Piano Journey
Lutheran Social Services of Northeast Florida is pleased to announce a
partnership with Two Piano Journey. Chris Kuo, Two Piano Journey founder,
wears many hats: investment banker, philanthropist and concert pianist. He
and his mother, also a concert pianist, will present a recital on the evening
of September 17, 2022, to benefit the programs of Lutheran Social Services
of Northeast Florida.
This fundraiser comes at a critical time, when LSS’s refugee program is
helping an influx of Afghan and Ukrainian refugees to build new lives in our
community, and when the LSS food pantry is seeing even more need than a
year ago; it’s telling that around a third of current pantry clients are brand
new and have never asked for help at LSS before.
Chris is passionate about all LSS’s programs: hunger relief, a Financial
Opportunity Center (career and financial coaching), refugee resettlement,
HIV services and representative payee services. That’s why he is paying for
all concert expenses, which means every dollar of every sponsorship or
donation goes straight to the LSS programs that are transforming peoples’
lives every day in our community. Collectively, these programs served
33,000 individuals in 2021, and they are on track to serve even more people
this year.
Sponsorship opportunities begin at $1000 and include benefits like premium
tickets, a private reception with the musicians, and more.
If you are interested in sponsorship or more information, please contact
Jennifer Barrett at jennifer.barrett@lssjax.org or 904-730-8239.
To learn more about Two Piano Journey, visit www.twopianojourney.com.

LSF Celebrates 40 Years!
Lutheran Services Florida invites you to join in their 40th Anniversary
Celebration. For the past few months, LSF has hosted events in several cities
throughout the state of Florida to mark this milestone. An event in
Jacksonville is scheduled for September 22 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.
At the Jacksonville event, LSF will celebrate 40 years of creating safe
children, strong families and vibrant communities. They will share stories of
trials and triumph from the years and lift up those who give so much for the
sake of others.
You will need to RSVP if you would like to attend this event. Please scan the
QR code on the left to register today.
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A Time to Invest
If you could observe a typical day at St. Mark’s Ark Preschool, what might
you see? Ms. Linda complimenting a boy’s good manners when he thanked
her for serving a tasty lunch. Ms. Latisha encouraging an excited toddler to
clap and praise the Lord at chapel time. Ms. Tina eliciting baby giggles and
big smiles when she arrives for her shift.
Our teachers love what they do, and it shows even in these simple moments.
But the work can be hard, particularly with the staffing challenges that
persist. The temporary summer adjustments to the schedule — closing on
Fridays and alternating classes to close an hour early each week — sought to
address these challenges by investing in our teachers’ well-being.
One benefit was that each teacher could take a week off, which for some,
had not been possible before. “I can say it was a big help,” says Ms. Tina,
who works with the Lambs. “I feel refreshed. It was a much-needed break.”
“I spent time with family,” Ms. Asher says. She works with the Kangaroos. “I
feel rested.”
Having Fridays off allowed the teachers to do things they struggled to fit
into their usual schedule. Ms. Doreen, who also works with the Lambs, is an
only child of an elderly mother who lives 10 hours away. She says, “Having
the Fridays off was a blessing.” She made the trip to check on her mom
several times this summer and also got caught up on her own appointments.
Ms. Linda, who teaches the Bears, says of the Friday breaks, “People had
time to plan [their lessons], to take care of personal things, to get refreshed
for the fall.”
In addition to caring about the preschool kids, the teachers care about one
another. Ms. Latisha, the Turtles’ teacher, noticed the effects of not getting
needed breaks. “You can see the burdens of the other teachers, and it
breaks your heart,” she says. “How can we invest in the children when we
are burned out?” Her perspective on the benefits of the summer schedule,
though, says it all. “It allowed me to come back and be the best me and to
invest more.”
Ms. Linda helps one of the
Bears lead her class into chapel
time

Our preschool staff are the Ark’s greatest assets. They are qualified.
Committed. Loving. They enjoy what they do and want to be able to keep
doing it. It's their love and care for the children — even in those simple
moments — that communicate who we are as a church to the families in our
community.
Thank you for your prayers and support this summer to help make this
investment in our staff possible, for their benefit and ours.
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A Time to Praise!
The children of St. Mark's Ark Preschool have been learning through stories
and songs at their chapel time this summer. From the Lambs to the Bears, all
ages have gathered in the Nave on Tuesday mornings to hear about God, sing
fun songs, dance, and pray.
The Bears (4-year-olds) have also been leaders-in-training! Each week a
different child has served as cross bearer and acolyte. They have had
opportunities to help lead prayers and play a chime with the closing song.
Below are a few of our favorite images from this summer. Pastor Daniel,
Cantor Tony, and Vicar Kathy have done a wonderful job leading these times,
and we are also grateful for the teachers of the Ark and their enthusiasm in
participation (which is contagious).
Visit our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/stmarksjaxelca) or scan this QR
code to see videos of some of our chapel times this summer.
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A Time to Look Ahead
Important dates coming up at St. Mark's

August 28 — Vicar Kathy's Reception
Vicar Kathy VanOsdol's yearlong internship is coming to an end
this month. We are so grateful for all she has done for St. Mark's
over this past year! Plan to join us for a special reception on
Sunday, August 28, after our worship service as we celebrate her
and wish her well for what is to come for her next.

September 11 — God's Work, Our Hands
This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an
opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in
every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living,
daring confidence in God’s grace.
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October 15 — Blessing of the Animals
Be sure to join us for our annual Blessing of the Animals on
Saturday, October 15, at our evening worship service. We will
meet outside in the courtyard for this favorite yearly
tradition at St. Mark's. All animal companions are welcome
whether they have four legs, loads of feathers, or scaly skin.

October 23 to 30 — FP Host Week
Our last host week of this year with Family Promise of
Jacksonville will be in late October. As before, we will request
volunteers to donate items from a list for our families as well
as volunteers to provide meals during this week. More
information, including how to sign up, will become available
as the date approaches. Contact Charlotte Devier if you
would like to help (charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com).

December 11 — Annual Congregation Mtg
We will gather as a congregation on Sunday, December 11, to
hold our annual congregation meeting. If you have
communed and given at least once this past year, you are
eligible to vote. We will review the 2023 budget and share
updates from the different committees. We will also have a
church brunch in the Fellowship Hall for all to enjoy.

December 18 — Birthday for Christ
The tradition continues as members of St. Mark's provide
Christmas gifts for children who are either under protective
custody or experiencing homelessness. A special tree will be
set up in Hart Hall in November with ornaments for each child,
including age and wish list information. Bring your wrapped
gifts on Sunday, December 18, as we present them for a
blessing during the worship service.
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Updates from Congregational Council
BY RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s,
Your Church Council met on July 25, 2022, and the following issues were
discussed and actions taken:
1. REPAIRS — I have requested that we obtain estimates for repair or
replacement of the entry door and sidelights for the chapel. We will also obtain
estimates to replace the side door in the Nave (near the piano and organ).

Ray Booth
Congregation President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Jim Dennis, Vice-Pres (2024)
Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Debora Koepke, Secretary (2024)
Alonzo Batson (2022)
Charlotte Devier (2022)
Bernie Giancola (2023)
Linda Kikutis Kropp (2024)
Gina Olson (2024)
Jennifer Treat (2023)
vacancy (2023)
Ark Advisory Committee
Bernie Giancola (Council Liaison)
Bridget Pudimat, chair
Margaret Janz
Jane Kilby
Alice Trainer
Lynette Weber

St. Mark's Foundation
Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
Jack Hudson (2024)
John Mumford (2026)
Gary Pudimat (2025)
John Trainer (2023)
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2. MORTGAGE RETIREMENT CELEBRATION — Final plans for the July 31
celebration of our mortgage retirement were discussed and that day should be
very eventful for the congregation.
3. AD HOC PLANNING AND VISION COMMITTEE — Jim Dennis reported on the
efforts of the committee to date and anticipates that the committee will have a
report for the Council to consider at our August meeting.
4. MUTUAL MINISTRY — The Mutual Ministry Committee consists of a minimum
of three members and a maximum of six. Members of the Committee are
nominated jointly by the Pastor and the President, subject to confirmation by
the Council. Pastor and I nominated Dick Niewoehner to Mutual Ministry, and he
was confirmed by the Council.
5. CONCLUSION OF INTERNSHIP — The Council thanked Kathy VanOsdol for her
year of learning and service at St. Mark’s and wished her well on her future
endeavors. Her internship ends on August 28.
Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, August 22, 2022, at 7:00 pm.
If you would like to attend the meeting, please email me in advance of the
meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any subject, our
Constitution requires that “a written request must be submitted to the council
president at least one week prior to the meeting asking to be included on the
agenda, along with an explanation of the reason for the request and a copy of any
materials planning to be distributed to council members.”
If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me. I look forward
to seeing you Sunday!
Ray Booth
Council President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
904.673.0048
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CALENDAR
BIRTHDAYS
Margaret Janz — Aug. 01
Kathy Kleppinger — Aug. 01
Megan Teall — Aug. 03
John Mumford — Aug. 11
Arold Rakotomandrindra —
Aug. 11
Jordan Batson — Aug. 13
Mamy Rakotomandrindra —
Aug. 15
Fred Prokop — Aug. 16
Jean Henderson — Aug. 20
Becky Hutson — Aug. 21
Clara Giancola — Aug. 24
Leslie Smallwood — Aug. 24
Leighton Brown — Aug. 28
Betty Stanford — Aug. 29
Gwin Reiser — Aug. 30
Mary Cusick — Aug. 31
Lee Stanford — Aug. 31
John Trainer — Aug. 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Katy & Lynn Marlowe — Aug. 08
Robert & Barbara Brown —
Aug. 10
Neil & Carol Daraskevich —
Aug. 10
Dick & Alice Niewoehner — Aug.
11
Eric & Ellen Olson — Aug. 13
Daniel & Sarah Locke — Aug. 14
Mark & Pam Bryant — Aug. 15
Dale & Yvonne Gatz — Aug. 15
John & Alice Trainer — Aug. 26
Neill & Francine Baker — Aug. 30

MINISTRY STAFF
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 102
pastor.daniel.locke@gmail.com

About Us
SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Our Mission

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

Our Vision

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol, Intern
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x104
intern@stmarksjax.org

Our Worship & Office Hours

Church Office

Worship Services:

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Sunday 9:30 a.m. (In person and Online)

Jacksonville, FL 32207

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be
nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

1st and 3rd Saturdays (In person only)
Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
The office is closed on national holidays.

Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com
Web: www.stmarksjax.org

