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From the Pastor
Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus speaks to Gentile
Christians, encouraging them to “no longer live as the Gentiles live” (4:17). Rather, Paul reminds them they now belong
to Christ and are no longer “aliens...and strangers to the covenants of promise” (2:13). In Jesus’ death and resurrection,
all people have been grafted into God’s promise to Abraham,
and all have been invited to a new identity in Christ. In Ephesians, Paul writes to encourage the early Christian community in their transformation of faith by guiding them from
baptism to present vocation as God’s claimed and redeemed
people. Within this letter of transformation, Paul pens one of
the most foundational statements of the Christian faith to
date: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God” (Ephesians
2:8).
This Changes Everything! If our salvation comes from
God, and it truly is an unearned gift of God’s infinite grace,
then this message of salvation changes everything. Hope is
offered, not by our own doing, but as a gift of God. Love is
poured out in abundance and it is simply a gift from God. As
Paul instructed the Ephesians, there is absolutely nothing
we can do to earn or lose our salvation from God. It is freely
bestowed upon us out of God’s own love, for by grace we
have been saved through faith. This is God’s doing, and
this changes everything!
“This Changes Everything!” was the theme for the 2018
ELCA Youth Gathering last month in Houston, Texas. More
than 30,000 youth from all walks of life gathered for a week
of worship, service, play, learning, and exploration. The
theme is rooted in Paul’s message to the Ephesians. Each
night we explored a story of scripture that explored the
theme in new ways: from Moses and the burning bush to the
road to Emmaus, from the woman at the well to Jesus healing Jairus’ daughter. We explored how God’s love, hope, and
grace changes everything.
For the past two years I had the honor of serving on one
of 14 planning teams for The Gathering. Each team has 6-10

volunteers committed to dreaming, planning, and implementing the Youth Gathering. Specifically, I served as the
Technical Director for the Interactive Learning Center (ILC),
which is one of three program days (service day, synod day,
ILC) for participants. Our team was responsible for filling
700,000 sq-ft of space with partners from around the country
(and globe) that exemplified the theme in their own context.
My job was to help our partners plan, integrate, and utilize
technology in their individual spaces.
Words cannot describe the experience of the Youth
Gathering. As much as the theme taught the youth that
God’s grace, hope, and love changes their lives, the youth remind the church at-large that there is an abundance of hope,
grace, and love. The ELCA is blessed to offer this triennial
gathering, but even more so, we are blessed by the witness
of our youth and young adults. Their spirit, attitude, grace,
and energy is inspiring. Their courage, passion, and compassion is breath-taking.
Thank you to everyone who supported our youth on this
adventure. We are blessed by their witness of faith and in
the coming weeks they will share stories about their time at
the Gathering. I encourage you to ask about their experiences, hear their stories of grace, hope, love, and change,
and share in their transformation of faith.
—Pastor Daniel Locke

From the Council President
Dear Members and Friends,
The Church Council met on July 23 and the following
items were discussed,
1. We have a significant water leak somewhere within the facility, most likely in a buried water main. We are working to
identify the location and then determine the most
cost-effective means of making the needed repair.
2. We recently renewed our property insurance and the best
rate was with a company we had not previously used. The insurer then did some inspection of the facility and has advised
us that they will not continue our coverage unless we replace
our roof within the next 30 days. That is not feasible, so we
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will be forced to change insurers. The new company will exclude coverage for the roof. Obviously, this is a problem that
we need to address, and review at the Town Hall meeting.

Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday,
August 27 at 6:30 pm. You are welcome to attend that meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any subject,
please contact me, by email, at least one week in advance of
the meeting.
—Ray Booth, Council President
(904) 673-0048 cell phone
RayBooth55@gmail.com

3. Our current fire detection and alarm system is not working
properly, and we do not have adequate coverage throughout
the building. In view of the history at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church, this is a concern which should not be ignored. A
new system will be expensive, but it can be installed in
phases so that we do not bear the entire cost at once.

From the Ark Director
Over the years I have had lots of children participate in
Vacation Bible School. Reuben and Lena must have done a
minimum of four a year. The children at St. Mark's Ark have
enjoyed it for the last 15 years I have had the pleasure of being the Director. I even mentioned finding a VBS enrollment
form for a former employee of the Ark (now age 30). She
gushed about the fun she had as a participant.
This year there were lots of dedicated employees, volunteers and youth making VBS special for our Bears. There was
one difference this year. There was one volunteer that was as
excited as the children. Ian Victor, the greatest inventor of all
time. He looked a lot like Pastor and had the enthusiasm I
have seen in Pastor's eyes, so I got them mixed up a couple
of times.
It was a pleasure to watch Pastor be so involved with the
children of VBS. I hadn't seen that spirit in a long time. Oops.
I mixed up Pastor Daniel and Ian again!
—Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark

4. At the Town Hall meeting, we need to present the issues
pertaining to the roof and fire alarm system and the options
for resolving those problems. We are still trying to obtain
estimates for the roof replacement. We will also present the
results of the ad hoc building maintenance committee and
solicit your input on prioritizing the identified needs. Larry
Wertz needs to attend this meeting because he co-chaired
the ad hoc committee and he is the chair of the Finance Committee. Because of his scheduled travel, as well as the need
to develop a bit more information and other events already
on the calendar, the Town Hall meeting will probably be held
on Sunday, September 23 after worship.
5. The Council wants to proceed with some beautification
projects around the church, using the funds provided by the
Foundation in December 2017, and maximizing the “eye
appeal” created with those funds. We approved the
following plan:
• Fellowship Bathrooms: Saniglaze floors, Upgrade lighting
(convert to LED), Painting
• Library: Upgrade lighting (convert to LED), Replace flooring, Paint
• St. Mark's Ark: Kitchen renovations
• Fellowship Hall Kitchen: Professional floor cleaning
• Conference Room: Replace flooring, Paint
• Luther Hall: Paint
• Narthex: Paint, Upgrade lighting (convert to LED)
Most of these projects involve volunteer labor with funds
used only for materials, fixtures, supplies, etc. We hope to
see some of these projects begin within the next few weeks.

Music Notes

6. Elizabeth Jenkins is unable to continue serving on Council
and has tendered her resignation. Council can fill midterm
vacancies by electing a member to serve until the next Congregational Meeting but such interim replacements must
then stand for election by the Congregation.

All Christian churches include music of some kind in their
worship life. The reformation headed by Martin Luther
established congregational song as being vital to the church’s
worship life. In the words of the Worship Statement of the
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians:

7. The Council elected Debora Koepke to serve for the remainder of 2018. Jim Dennis was elected to serve as Council
Secretary for the remainder of 2018.
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It is not enough that people are merely present
at worship. Faith inevitably erupts in song.

regionally. The winner at last summer’s Jacksonville competition (held at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church) was 14-yearold Bruce Xu who impressed everyone with his technical skill
and dazzling performance of classical and sacred literature.
St. Mark’s played a part in the competition because we were
the warm-up site for the competitors!

The church’s song is supported by organs, pianos, other
instruments, and choirs. In most Lutheran churches the choir
carefully rehearses hymns and service music to provide this
support. Choirs also rehearse and sing more complicated
pieces of music which is sung of behalf of the congregation.
In this manner, congregational song and music of high artistic
achievement may be sung in the same service, enriching the
worship life of the assembly.
The Festival Choir of St. Mark’s takes this responsibility
seriously. We invite you to join us in leading the church’s
song! We are always looking for new choir members, but fall
is always the best time to join the choir. All singers are welcome, but our most pressing need is for sopranos and altos.
What are the responsibilities of choir members? Rehearsals
are on Wednesday evenings in the music suite from 7:30 pm
– 9:00 pm. We meet again on Sunday morning at 9:00 am to
prepare for the 9:30 am worship service. Aside from Sunday,
we typically sing during Holy Week services and Christmas
Eve. There are occasional bonus events such as services with
All Saints Episcopal Church and community events. All members of the choir are invited and encouraged to sing in the
Bach Vespers choir!
The ability to read music is very helpful, but not required.
(If you don’t read music, you will want to spend some extra
time rehearsing - our Cantor can help with that.) Rehearsals
in the fall will begin on September 5.
Until then, we encourage singers to participate in the
summer choir! We meet at 9:00 on Sunday morning to
rehearse the hymn, psalm, and an easy piece for the musical
offering. We hope you will join us!
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach
out to me, or any choir member.
—Tony Cruz, Cantor

This September, Bruce Xu returns to Jacksonville to play
a concert on the organ at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church. The concert, September 9 at 7:00 pm, is co-sponsored by St. Mark’s and the Jacksonville Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. The event is free, and all are welcome
however an offering will be taken. I hope that you will join us
in welcoming Bruce Xu!
Bruce Xu, 15 years old, just finished his sophomore year
at the high school program of the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, where he studied organ performance
with Dr. Timothy Olsen. He was also in the Cantata Singers of
UNCSA. Bruce simultaneously finished his position as Music
Intern at Augsburg Lutheran Church in downtown WinstonSalem, North Carolina.
Bruce, from Sloatsburg, New York, was introduced to the
organ, and the Protestant Church, at his local Sloatsburg
United Methodist Church, where he began hymn playing as
well as becoming Christian. Within a month, he started organ
lessons with Jimrae Lenser at age 9, and then went on to
study with Craig Williams.
Since then, Bruce uncovered his passion in playing the
pipe organ. In the Spring/Summer of 2017, Bruce won 1st

Organ Concert at St. Mark’s
June 2017 was an important year for the Jacksonville
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO). We
hosted a regional convention that drew about 150 organists
to Jacksonville for four days of concerts, educational workshops, networking, and fun!
An important part of AGO regional conventions is the
Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists, which for
many years has been sponsored by Michael Quimby, the
President of Quimby Pipe Organs, Inc. The competition begins at the chapter level. Winners at that level then compete
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or know someone who is, please invite them to this special
day. This could be a police officer, fire rescue, paramedic,
EMT, nurse, emergency worker, military, etc. We will also
have a luncheon after the service in the Fellowship Hall and
all will be invited to enjoy a special meal together.

prize in six organ competitions: UNCSA/Salem College High
School Organ Festival &amp; Competition (Winston-Salem,
NC); Greater Columbia AGO Chapter Young Organist
Competition (Columbia, SC); East Carolina University Young
Artist Organ Competition (Greenville, NC); L.Cameron Johnson Memorial Organ Competition (Storrs, CT); AGO
Quimby/RCYO Chapter Competition (Atlanta, GA); and AGO
Quimby/RCYO Regional Competition (Jacksonville, FL). As the
winner of the important regional competition, Bruce earned
a spot as a performer in the 2018 National Convention of the
American Guild of Organists.
Aside from organ, Bruce enjoys playing soccer on his
school team or with his twin brother, who oddly enough
is an organist too, although not quite as serious about it…
Bruce is thankful for his parents, all types of supporters, and
God.

Below are projects scheduled for God’s Work. Our Hands.
• Put together toiletry kits for local organizations
o Leader: Bonnye Bell
• Sew mats for the homeless
o Leader: Francine Baker
• Bake cookies and deliver them local fire stations
o Leader: VOLUNTEER NEEDED
• Make care packages for the military
o Leader: VOLUNTEER NEEDED
• Make cards to be sent to military and first responders
o Leader: VOLUNTEER NEEDED

SEND Team Update

We made mats for the
homeless using plastic bags
a few years ago. This year,
we will be using wrapping
from OR equipment.
Sounds crazy but it is true.
In May 2018, an article was
featured in The Surgical
Technologist Journal about
reusing instrument wrapping material and making
mats for the homeless. The
material cannot be recycled so it is just thrown away however, with 4 straight hems
and two elastic bands, a mat can be made. This helps keep
this material out of the landfills and repurposes it for another
use. I work with some really creative people who saw the article and started saving the materials. Several techs that I
work with at St. Vincent’s are currently making the mats and
now, and St. Mark’s will be able to help as well. I will bring all
the materials, but I do need help with people bringing in
some sewing machines.

Don’t forget! The first Sunday of the month, you will
continue to see special offering envelopes on the pews for
UCOM donations. Every dollar adds up so please give a little
extra if you are able. Our red food cart is located by the front
door of the church and you can drop off any food items for
distribution.
There are a few things to look for in Hart Hall in the
month of August. There is a box ready to collect your travel
size toiletries and military care packages. You can drop off
throughout the month of August and early September. We
will use the items to put together toiletry kits on September
9, during God’s Work. Our Hands. day.

God’s Work. Our Hands.
This is a day of service that is recognized across the
country with all ELCA churches. It is a day that we focus on
ways to give back to our community. The date is typically
around the anniversary of September 11 and we try to focus
on ways to help our community but also remember and
thank our first responders.
th

During the service on Sunday, September 9, we will
have a special prayer for all our first responders. We will
reach out to fire stations around the church and invite first
responders to join us on this day. If you are a first responder

If you have any sewing machines, would like to
volunteer, or have any questions, please contact Tracy
Williams: tracyb78@yahoo.com or 904.655.0049.
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Opportunities to Donate

Worship is not just a Sunday thing…

Each one of you is so important to our outreach projects at St. Mark’s. This year, you have already helped by donating food and supplies for Family Promise, donating school
supplies and donating canned goods. Every time you drop
something off, you help make a difference in our community.
Our next opportunity for donations will center
around our needs for God’s Work. Our Hands. on September
9. You can drop off any of the items below in the box in Hart
Hall. Thank you!
➢ Toiletry Kits:
o Travel size shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
toothpaste
o Razors
o Toothbrush
o Comb/Brush
o Washcloth
o Soap
➢ Military Care Packages:
o Protein Bars
o Baby Wipes, Bug Wipes, Sunscreen
o Current Magazines
o Nuts, Sunflower Seeds, Beef Jerky
o Good quality socks to wear in boots
o Please no chocolate or items that will melt!

“Go in peace. Serve the Lord.”
We depart each Sunday morning with these words
ringing in our ears. They remind us that leaving the comfort
of the nave means our lives of service, worship, and prayer
are not over.

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle.

In the early days of Christendom, most religious institutions followed a rhythm that established prayer at various
times of the day. The started with lauds at 3 a.m. and ended
with matins at midnight. Between these services of prayer
fell sext (midday), vespers (6:00 p.m.), and compline (9:00
p.m.). The names for the services came from their usage in
French monasteries, convents, and cathedrals.
The full complement of the Daily Prayer Office continues in many places, but smaller settings often concentrate
on morning and evening prayer. Our morning prayer services
at St. Mark’s thank God that “last night was not our last
night, that we have been given another day full of possibilities.” Evening prayer asks for “an evening filled with peace
and a night free from sin.”
We also pray for the universal church, concerns of
the world, for the people on our church’s prayer list, and
many other things. All of this is offered amid the singing of
canticles, hymns, and readings from scripture. Worshipers
are invited to give voice to their own thanksgivings and intercessions. The services are brief, lasting only about 30
minutes. Please join us!

Thank you to everyone who uses the recycling dumpster
at church. This practice not only helps you remove clutter
from you house, but it also helps the church collect additional benefits. Over the past month, we have noticed that
there are many items accumulating in the dumpster that are
not recyclable. Please take note of what is NOT allowed so
we can continue to participate in this program.

Evening Prayer is offered on Wednesdays at 6:40 pm.
Morning Prayer is offered on Thursdays at 11:15 am.
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Deployed Soldiers

Back to School Success

Do you know a deployed solider? Mother, father,
son, friend, relative? If so, please provide us with their name
and address so we can include them in on our prayer list and
send them a care package. One of our service projects for
God’s Work. Our Hands. will be to make care packages and
send them to our loved ones in the armed forces. We would
love to include multiple soldiers from our church and Ark
families. Please send any names and addresses to Tracy
Williams at tracyb78@yahoo.com or text to 904-655-0049.

A big THANK YOU to the people of St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church for filling 80 backpacks with school supplies that were
delivered by 8 members to St. John’s Lutheran Church on
August 1. We were proud to deliver 80 backpacks in honor of
the church’s 80th Anniversary. The backpacks, and other supplies, will be donated to the students of Reynolds Lane
Elementary School and John E. Ford Elementary School, in
Springfield. Special thanks to Carl Moser for organizing this
awesome event, as well as all who helped “pack” the
backpacks! Carl went above and beyond to make this year’s
drive a success.

Lion’s Pride Lunch & Learn
Please join Clara Echerer and Tracy Williams for the
September Lion’s Pride luncheon on Friday, September 14
from noon - 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. During this lunch
we will hear about the Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center,
located in downtown Jacksonville. The Center’s mission focuses on engaging communities to find ways to advance the
rights of girls, young women and youth who identify as female, especially those impacted by the justice system. We
will hear about the challenges our community faces and how
we can help or stay informed.

This will be a very engaging luncheon (food will be provided) and we hope many of you can attend. You can RSVP to
Tracy at tracyb78@yahoo.com or 904-655-0049.
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Worship Assistant Schedule for August 2018
Date
Saturday, August 4
Sunday, August 5
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 12
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, August 18

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

Loree Mueller

Neil Daraskevich

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

John Trainer

Janet Gray

Mary Cox and Nicki Hassell

Jane Kilby

Debora Koepke

Mary Cusick and Bonnye Bell

Loree Mueller

Leslie Allen

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

Sunday, August 19
Ron Eckels
th
13 Sunday after Pentecost

Al Voss

Jeni Heneghan and Renee Roath

Sunday, August 26
14th Sunday after Pentecost

Judy Batson

Rachel Mumford and Nicki Hassell

Date
Saturday, August 4
Sunday, August 5
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 12
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, August 18
Sunday, August 19
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 26
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Date
Saturday, August 4

Gary Pudimat

Altar Flowers

Order of St. John

Nursery Volunteers

Sue Ashby

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Angie Powell & Volunteer

Janis Lumpkin

Tahiana
Rakotomandriandra

Angie Powell & Volunteer

Russ & Jeanette Snyder

Becca Jorn

Angie Powell & Volunteer

Cathy Stupski

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Angie Powell & Vounteer

Greeters

August Ushers: James & Janis Lumpkin
*If you are unable to serve at your appointed time,
please arrange for a substitute. Thank you for your
service to St. Mark’s!

Alice & John Trainer
Sunday, August 5
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Alice & John Trainer
Sunday, August 12
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, August 18
Alice & John Trainer
Sunday, August 19
th
13 Sunday after Pentecost
Alice & John Trainer
Sunday, August 26
14th Sunday after Pentecost
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August 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

.

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

Friday

3

7

8

9

11th Sunday after
Pentecost

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

5:00 om Spirit Night
@ Tijuana Flats
(Lakewood)

12

6

13

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave

10

11

17

18

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

14

15

16

12th Sunday after
Pentecost

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

DEADLINE for
September
Messenger

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

OneBlood Blood Drive

4
5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary
Worship @ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

5

Saturday

5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary
Worship @ Nave

10:30 am Council
Congregation Meeting @
Library
10:45 am Adult Sunday
School

19

21

22

23

13th Sunday after
Pentecost

20

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

St. Mark’s Ark Fall
Pictures @ Hart Hall

St. Mark’s Ark Fall
Pictures @ Hart Hall

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

10:45 am Adult Sunday
School @ San Marco
Room

6:30 pm Finance
Committee Meeting
@ Conference Room

12:00 pm Staff &
Committee Reports
Due
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave

7:30 pm Community
Band Rehearsal @
Fellowship Hall

24

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
@ Library

12:00 pm NEW
DEADLINE for Roar

26

27

28

29

30

14th Sunday after
Pentecost

6:30 pm Council
Meeting @ Library

Voting Precinct @
Fellowship Hall

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

10:45 am Adult Sunday
School @ San Marco
Room

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

7:00 pm Ark Board
Meeting @ Library
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31

25

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff

Worship Services:

Pastor Daniel Locke Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sunday Morning at 9:30 am
Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
The office is closed on national holidays.

Congregational Council
Ray Booth President (2019)
Phone: (904) 673-0048
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com

Contact us
Church Office

John Trainer Vice-President (2019)
Jim Dennis Secretary (2019)
Jane Kilby Treasurer (2018)
Tracy Williams (2018)
Bridget Pudimat (2018)
Leslie Allen (2018)
Debora Koepke (2018)
Alonzo Batson (2020)
Bonnye Bell (2020)

3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook Page (Public):
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/

Patrice Roux-Neal
Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Ashlyn Kendrick
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com
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