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From the Pastor
Every year, on the Friday after Thanksgiving, my family and I
would travel to the mountains of North Carolina to seek out
and cut down the perfect Christmas tree. Once the tree was
acquired, we would eat stuffed-crust pizza from Pizza Hut,
and then we would return home to decorate the tree while
watching National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation. Our yearly
tradition was never without its hiccups and challenges, but
that’s what made it wonderful. That is what made it ours.
Our tradition became bit more challenging once my mom’s
health and mobility declined due to her battle with cancer.
But the tradition was important
to all of us, and we were not going to let cancer slow us down.
So, in 2005, we journeyed up
the mountain for what would be
mom’s final trip to the tree
farm. And, on this particular
day, the snow was falling and
the ground was icy. The cancer,
in addition to the winter conditions, made it nearly impossible
for mom to climb the mountain. Although her mobility was
limited, we searched high and low for the perfect tree as she
would point off into the distance and say “what about that
one?” After analyzing her selection, I would trek up the
mountain, and shout back, “this one!?” “No? How about this
one?!” The search went on and on.
After an extended and fruitless search, my mom turned
around and gazed across to the mountain on the other side
of the road. We had never ventured there before. Mom
raised her finger and pointed off into the distance and said, “I
think I see it. That one. Over there.” The road was icy and
steep. It would not be a welcomed journey down one hillside
and up another. But it was our tradition, and if cancer was
not going to stop us, then neither was a steep, iced-over road
to the perfect tree.

guess, I think her love for Advent and Christmas was rooted
in the many traditions of the holidays, of the church, and of
our family.
Advent and Christmas, more than any other liturgical season,
are rich with tradition. Some families decorate Christmas
trees, bake cookies, and hang stockings. Some families travel
to distant relatives, exchange gifts, go Christmas caroling, or
volunteer. Some families traverse treacherous winter conditions in their Dodge Caravan to secure the “perfect tree,” eat
pizza and watch their favorite holiday movie. What makes
these traditions wonderful and special are the stories that accompany them. Traditions create experiences, and experiences make memories. These memories, good or bad become the stories we share with one another.
This is the power of the Advent and Christmas season. We
tell the story of a virgin teenager receiving word from an
angel that she will give birth to the son of God. We tell the
story of shepherds in the field keeping watch over their
sheep by night. We tell the story of Wise Men from the East.
We tell the story of a scared, vulnerable, young couple trying
to find a place to stay for the night. We tell the story of God
shining a light in the darkest moments.

After mom died, my dad, brother, and I journeyed back out
to that mountain to find the biggest and healthiest tree we
could justify fitting in our house. Although mom was no
My mom had a deep affection for the holidays, and if I had to
longer with us, the tradition continued, and the story was
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told. It may seem trivial, but in the darkness of her cancer4.
and death, our 12’ Christmas tree towered as a symbol of
promise and hope. It was a full of life and growth. It was our
story, our tradition, our tree, and I have no doubt that mom
would have approved.
5.
We tell these stories and share in the tradition because they
are our story, gifted to us by God in a baby boy-- Emmanuel.
We tell these stories, not just as distant memories, but as 6.
proclamations of hope. Proclamations of life. What’s your
tradition? What’s your story?

4. A “final” budget proposal was presented to Council for approval before presentation to the Congregation. This revised
budget includes some matching IRA funds for the Cantor and
a Pastor’s discretionary fund.
5. Annual performance reviews for the Pastor and Cantor will
be completed before the end of the calendar year.
6. Council currently has 11 members, including Pastor. We
will have five members leaving Council at the end of this
year. We will have one vacancy for a one-year term, two vacancies for a two-year term, and four vacancies for a threeyear term. We need to fill all of those vacancies at the Annual
Congregational Meeting in December.

—Pastor Daniel Locke

From the Council President

The St. Mark’s Foundation has one member whose term will
expire at the end of the year and the St. Mark’s Ark Board
also has a member whose term expires at year end. Both of
those vacancies will also be filled by election at the Annual
Congregational Meeting.

Dear Members and Friends,
Your Congregation Council met on November 19 and the
following items were discussed:
1. Our new roof on the Nave has been completed. We are all
very relieved to have this very non-glamorous but absolutely
essential project completed. We will now begin the process
of upgrading and installing a fire detection system in the
Nave and Saint Mark’s Ark.

As directed by our Constitution, “If interested in being a
member of council [or the Foundation or Ark Board], voting
members of the congregation may submit a biography to any
current member of the Congregation Council not later than
December 1st of any given year. Biographies will be posted in
the Narthex for congregation review and the congregation
member’s name will be added to the ballot for voting at the
annual meeting.”

2. A member has made a donation of $10,000.00 to St.
Mark’s with a stipulation that one half be spent on local missions and one half be spent on the facilities at St. Marks, with
more specific decisions to be by pastor and another specified
member of the Congregation. Consistent with those directions, the funds have been allocated as follows:

Please carefully reflect on your ability and willingness to
serve on Council. New members are welcome on Council. St.
Mark’s needs you! Your perspective as a new member is
important for us to understand and consider as we make
decisions affecting the Congregation.

MISSION
Lutheran Social Services – $2,000
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries – $1,000
UCOM – $1,000
St. John’s Lutheran Urban Ministry – $500
Family Promise – $250
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund – $250

7. Our Annual Congregational Meeting is currently scheduled
for Sunday, December 16 after service.
8. Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 17 at 6:30 pm. Any member is welcome to attend that
meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any subject, please contact me by email at least one week in advance
of the meeting. In the meanwhile, if you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to call me. Your Council is here
to serve you!
—Ray Booth, Council President
(904) 673-0048 cell phone
RayBooth55@gmail.com

FACILITIES
Hart Hall – PC with touch screen display = $1,200
Library – video display = $1,200
Fellowship Hall – audio and video upgrades = $2,600
3. Council considered a proposed Policy & Procedure for donation of items to St. Mark’s. After discussion, the item was
tabled for further development before reconsideration by
the Council.
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A LIVING CHRISTMAS TREE
Once on a night cold and dreary,
A baby was born in a stall,
A baby so meek and so holy
A baby, a Savior for all.
So go to the stable this Christmas
Go there on bended knee.
See the babe who is our Savior,
The Savior for you and me.
The lights of the Christmas tree glisten
The light of our Savior they tell,
The light will make our hearts merry
If we know our Savior well.
So remember this year at Christmas
The lights on the Christmas tree
Are the lights of love of a Savior
For sinners like you and me.
When you go to the stable this Christmas, go on bended knee
Ask the Savior for the light of his love,
The light of the Christmas tree.
Absorb it well in your heart
The love of Christ for thee.
And when the lights of the Christmas tree grow dim
You will be a living Christmas tree.
A tree lit up with the light and love
Of the birth we hail today.
Go tell the story of Easter - that he died upon a tree
And rose again triumphantly for sinners though we be.
That you and I by loving Him may live eternally,
Go take the light and let it shine within your heart tonight.
Make sad hearts glad - tell of His love - for sinners you and me.
And through the year your life will be a Living Christmas Tree.
By Marjorie Wertz
(submitted by Larry Wertz, in honor of his mother)
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Music Notes

From the Ark Director

“Christmas on the First Coast” Concert
RareSong Renaissance Concert (December 2 at 7:00 pm)
RareSong, a versatile Renaissance ensemble that specializes in music of the 16th-century, will present “Christmas
on the First Coast” at 7:00 pm on Sunday, December 2, at St.
Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, there is no admission
charge, but a freewill offering will be taken.
As we look out on our busy freeways and glistening
skyscrapers, we think of the landscape that was presented to
the earliest European colonists. These colonists did bring music with them, and their memories of music in their home
countries of France, Spain, and England. Our concert will present both simple music that may have actually been heard
here in Florida and the courtly music they knew at home. The
festive atmosphere of the holidays and the warm spirit of
Christmas reaches across the centuries through our songs
and dances.

St. Mark’s Ark helped celebrate the 80th anniversary
by doing a service project. Our families collected over fifty
packages of underwear for the homeless. The packages were
collected and donated to the Sulzbacher Center in St. Mark’s
Lutheran’s name. It was so special to see little ones put their
offerings in the red collection basket. Although our children
will not understand the impact they are making on the lives
of others, they showed lots of enthusiasm as they donated.
One grandmother of two of our students brought in several
packs because she wanted to get us closer to our goal of 80. I
can’t tell you how special our families are.
By far, my favorite part of the 80th anniversary
would be the book authored and constructed by Lynette
Weber and the Invite team. It is all about St. Mark’s Lions. It
even has a lion tail. Yes, the tale of St. Mark’s Lions has a tail!
Pastor read the book to our students at chapel and told them
they would each get one.
After chapel, one child said, “We can’t leave. Where
is my book?” There was another girl who wrote the invite
team (with the help of her mother) a thank you. If you have
not seen this precious gift, you should come to my office and
I will read it to you.
Birthday for Christ is the next opportunity to get to
interact with families from the Ark. Please consider ordering
dinner and joining the very busy little people in The
Fellowship Hall.
—Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark
Wednesday, December 12 is St. Mark’s annual Birthday for
Christ celebration. A children’s musical will be the highlight
of the evening. We would love to have all the Ark and
church families come, enjoy dinner and attend our celebration on a Wednesday evening. For reservations, please
complete the form below and drop it off at the Ark or
church office (with payment attached) by December 6.
The presents from the giving tree will be presented that
night. **Order includes, regular sized Firehouse sub,
chips, drink, and dessert for $10 each. You may want to
have little ones share.

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts Concert
String Ensembles Performance (December 6 at 7:30 pm)
Orchestra students of Brian Griffin from Douglas Anderson School of the Arts present a concert of chamber music
played by several small ensembles. This concert is always varied, presenting music from a variety of composers and time
periods. Come support young people and the Arts at the
same time! And, the concert is free!

Name ____________________________________
#_________ Turkey
#_________Ham
Total price enclosed ______________
Checks should be made out to “St. Mark’s Ark Preschool”. If
charged to a credit card, in the Ark office, there will be a $5
service fee added.
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Birthday for Christ

Foundation Proposals
It is Saint Mark’s Foundation proposal time!
If you are interested in submitting a proposal for a grant consideration, please pick up a form from the church office and
return it to the office by Sunday, December 9. If you have a
question, please contact John Mumford at (904) 730-3880.
Requests must be made in one of five categories;
• Category 1: Capital improvements, debt reduction, or
building programs of St. Mark's.
• Category 2: Scholarships or grants to members of St.
Mark's for church related camping or leadership
conferences, or for training which enables members to
grow in Christian faith and service to God's people.
• Category 3: Outreach to the community.
• Category 4: Missions of the Lutheran Church at home
and overseas.
• Category 5: Internal ministry of St. Mark's.

Christmas is the time of year we join together and
provide children under protective custody and their families
with gifts to help make their Christmas a joyful one. Your gift
may be the only one they receive. Can you imagine not having a gift to open on Christmas day? It is such a joy to be able
to share our blessings with these children. Imagine the smile
on their faces when they open the gifts you gave them.
The tree will be up in Hart Hall on Sunday, November
25. Please take an ornament off the tree. There will be a
notebook for you to sign opposite the name of the child.
Please keep the ornament and attach it to your package so
your gift goes to the right child.
The Birthday for Christ celebration that will be held
on Wednesday, December 12 at 6:30 pm. Come join us for a
special program put on by Tony and the children of the
Ark. Bring along your gift and your holiday spirit. If you have
any questions, please reach out to Bonnye Bell!

Community Event

Looking for something fun to do with the family over
winter break? Visitors enjoy gigantic, creative gingerbread
creations built by chefs, bakers, architects, engineers, culinary school students, families, young people and other individuals. These tasty creations are placed on display at the
Jacksonville Historical Society’s Old St. Andrews, immediately
across the street from the Veteran’s Memorial Arena.
The Gingerbread Extravaganza showcases some of
the most creative art exhibited during the year in Jacksonville. The 2018 Gingerbread and confection creation theme
encompasses Jacksonville Historic landmarks and the wonderful, whimsical spirit of the holidays. Hundreds of hours are
required for the construction of these edible structures in
order to make amazing sights to behold! Children love to play
the scavenger hunt and find items throughout the display.
Joining the Extravaganza each year are Junior League
of Jacksonville Sustainers, who create beautifully themed
trees that are showcased throughout Old St. Andrews.
Entry:
$10.00 Adults
$3.00 Children (3+)

Women of the ELCA
December Circle Meetings:
Deborah Circle: Tuesday, December 11
at 9:30 am in Library
Priscilla Circle: Thursday, December 13
at 7:00 pm in the Library

Lion’s Pride
Please join us for the last Lion’s Pride Luncheon of the
year on Friday, December 14, at noon. We will celebrate
Christmas at St. Mary’s Seafood, 11290 Old Saint Augustine
Road. We invite all members of our Saint Mark’s family to
join us as we share a meal and fellowship together. Reservations are a must! Please contact Clara Echerer, 904-737-4480,
by December 10 to confirm attendance.
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317 A. Philip Randolph Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32202
* JHS has a free parking lot behind the church, and there’s
also ample street parking.

[Over] Joyed
Advent Grief Group (Tuesdays in Advent at 6:30 pm)
While Advent ushers in a season of peace, hope, and
perpetual joy, it is not always welcomed with such joy and
anticipation. The traditions, memories, and sentimentalities
of the holiday season have the power to stir up within us the
weight of grief, loss, change, sorrow, and even loneliness.
While others may be cheerful and giddy, the reality is that
many of us are privately lamenting the absence of a lovedone. The abundance of cheer can leave some of us feeling as
though we are over all the joy. This Advent season, you are
invited to join us for a time of conversation and story sharing
as we create a space for shared grief. We will meet on Tuesdays (12/4, 12/11, 12/18) at 6:30 pm in the Library. If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Locke or Pastor
Jorn.

Operating Hours:
November 29 – December 28, 2018
Monday - - Friday, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturdays, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Closed Sundays
* Special Times *
Dec. 09, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm (Sunday)
Dec. 13, Gingerbread by Candlelight 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
(special evening event)

Christmas Purse

Dec. 17, 11:00 am – 8:00 pm
Dec. 24 & 25 Closed

At this time of year we have traditionally recognized our
appreciation for the many gifts of our Pastor, Cantor and Ark
Director. If you would like to contribute to this year's Christmas Purse, please place your donation in the offering plate
and mark it "Christmas Purse." To ensure we are able to
meet the goal of giving these gifts on Christmas Eve, we ask
that you make your donations no later than December 16,
which is also the date of the Annual Congregation
Meeting. Thank you for your support of our church staff!

Dec. 26 & 27, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Dec. 28, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Merrill House Museum
Monday - - Saturday, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Sunday Study

Chrismon Tree Decorating
Please join us in Hart Hall at 9:00 am on Saturday
December 1 in setting up and decorating the Chrismon Tree,
as well as assembling the outdoor crèche! It should be a fun
time for all! If you are coming please let a member of the
Celebrate team know or email Eric Olson at
eegolson3@gmail.com. Thanks!

December 2nd is the start of both the season of
Advent as well as the third and final year of our lectionary
cycle. Year 3 (or C) is the year of Luke. In this two-week unit
of Sunday School (December 2 & 9) we will survey the gospel
according to Luke in light of the overall cannon of scripture as
well as explore the various themes within Luke’s gospel
account.
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Worship Assistant Schedule for December 2018
Date
Saturday, December 1

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

Loree Mueller

Neil Daraskevich

Sunday, December 2
1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 9
2nd Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 15

Eric Olson

Kathy VanOsdol

Ellen Olson

John Viescas

Loree Mueller

Leslie Allen

Sunday, December 16
3rd Sunday of Advent

Gary Pudimat

Bridget Pudimat

Mary Lou Weidenmier &
Kathy Van Osdol & Nicki Hassell
Marieanne Prokop &
Ginger Hudson
Susan Jackson & Jenie Heneghan

Sunday, December 23
4th Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 30
1st Sunday of Christmas

Ron Eckels

Debora Koepke

Rachel Mumford & Mary Cusick

4:00 – John Trainer
10:30 – Jane Kilby

4:00 – Alonzo Batson
10:30 – Al Voss

Renee Roath

Steve Hicks

Gina Olson

Mary Cusick & Bonnye Bell

Date
Saturday, December 1
Sunday, December 2
1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 9
2nd Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16
3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 23
4th Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 30
1st Sunday of Christmas

Altar Flowers

Order of St. John

Marieanne Prokop &
Ginger Hudson
Francine Baker & Mary Cox

Nursery Volunteers

Mary Cusick

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Angie Powell & Bridget Pudimat

Jennifer Treat

Becca Jorn

Angie Powell & Arold
Rambeloarisoa

Jane Kilby

Kamm Eckels

Angie Powell & Bonnye Bell

Christmas Poinsettias

Tahiana
Rakotomandriandra
4:00 – Kamm Eckels
10:30 – Miora
Rambeloarisoa, Tahiana
Rakotomandriandra,
Debora & Karl Koepke
Becca Jorn

Angie Powell & Rachel Mumford

Festival Stands –
Margaret Janz, Christa Feely
& Fred Janz

Kevin Dial

Angie Powell & Miora
Rambeloarisoa

December Greeters: Ashlyn Kendrick & Rusty Snyder
December Ushers: Jeanette & Russ Snyder
*If you are unable to serve at your appointed time, please arrange
for a substitute. Thank you for your service to St. Mark’s!
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December 2018
Sunday

2

Monday

3

1st Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave

Tuesday

Friday

5

6

7

1

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal
@ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

12:00 pm Lion’s
Pride @ Hart Hall

Chrismon Tree Decorating @ Hart Hall

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary
Worship @ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Priscilla
Circle @ Library

___________
8

7:00 pm Rare Song Concert @
Nave

9

Saturday

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

6:30 pm [Over]
Joyed @ Library

5:30 pm Youth Group @ Hart
Hall

Thursday

4
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

10:45 am Adult Sunday School
@ San Marco Room

Wednesday

8:00 am Men in
Mission @ Nave

10

2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave

11

12

13

9:30 am Deborah
Circle @ Library

12:00 pm Staff &
Committee Reports
Due

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

10:45 am Adult Sunday School
@ San Marco Room

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm [Over]
Joyed @ Library

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal
@ Nave
6:30 pm Birthday for
Christ @ Nave

14

15
5:30 pm Casual/
Contemporary
Worship @ Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
@ Library

7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

16

17

18

19

20

21

3rd Sunday of Advent

6:30 pm Council
Meeting @ Library

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal
@ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

7:00 pm The
Longest Night @
Nave

28

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

5:30 pm Youth Group Meeting
@ Hart Hall

6:00 pm Finance
Committee Meeting
@ Conference Room
6:30 pm [Over]
Joyed @ Library

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

23

24

25

26

27

4th Sunday of Advent

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave

4:00 pm Christmas
Eve Service @
Nave

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal
@ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

10:30 pm Music @
Nave
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
@ Nave

30

31

1st Sunday of
Christmas

New Year’s
Eve

22

6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave

8

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
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December Birthdays
Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission
We invite all people to our
church home to celebrate
God’s many gifts. Nourished
by Christ Jesus and led by the
Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the
hope and joy of life in Christ.
Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people,
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We
live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ
in service to community.

Ministry Teams and Committees
Invite: Bonnye Bell
Celebrate: Eric Olson
Nourish: Bridget Pudimat
Send: Tracy Williams
Stewardship: Jane Kilby
Property: Jim Dennis
Finance: Jane Kilby
Fellowship: Leslie Allen

St. Mark’s Newsletters
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is
distributed weekly and by email (E-Roar), and The
Messenger is distributed monthly (primarily through email, but
available in print upon request). The deadline for The Lion’s
Roar is by noon on each Tuesday, and The
Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month. If you have
an article for either newsletter, please send it to
stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.
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Matthew VanOsdol
Loree Mueller
John Alvin Harrison
Luann Moore
Grace Maszy
Russell Snyder
Greg Dodds
Alonzo Batson
Kathryn VanOsdol
Larry Wertz
Yvonne Gatz
Mary Swart
Lynette Weber
James Lumpkin

December 1
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 7
December 18
December 21
December 22
December 26
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 30
December 31

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff

Worship Services:

Pastor Daniel Locke Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sunday Morning at 9:30 am
Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.

Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The office is closed on national holidays.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Congregational Council
Ray Booth President (2019)
Phone: (904) 673-0048
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com

Contact us
Church Office

John Trainer Vice-President (2019)
Jim Dennis Secretary (2019)
Jane Kilby Treasurer (2018)
Tracy Williams (2018)
Bridget Pudimat (2018)
Leslie Allen (2018)
Debora Koepke (2018)
Alonzo Batson (2020)
Bonnye Bell (2020)

3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook Page (Public):
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/

Patrice Roux-Neal
Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

Instagram Page (Public):
www.instagram.com/stmarksjaxelca
Follow: @stmarksjaxelca

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Ashlyn Kendrick
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com
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