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From the Pastor 
Eagle’s Wings 
 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An an-

gel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, Be not afraid. I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all people.” (Luke 2:1-10) 

 

Think it not strange that angels in the heavens sang,  

just to those shepherds and their sheep,  

and with their glorious news allayed their fears. 

Those shepherds in their calling,  

had a worthy heritage which reached back to Abram,  

David and the soundings of the prophets cross the years. 

Then too, there is that favorite of all scripture poems, 

where, seemingly aware of blessed Trinity  

the poet links that shepherd role to divinity. 

Consider then, those sheep (who surely were quite 

startled there by sights and sounds of heavenly hosts) 

they too had a heritage to share. 

Cross centuries their forbears were the ones who’d been 

those chosen to be sacrificed for sin. 

And to save a thousand infant lives or more, 

Passover lamb’s red blood had been o’er every door. 

Perhaps that Sheep and Shepherd pageantry 

Was a quite timeless heavenly hint of what  

this new-born child would be: 

A loving shepherd in whose care 

we in his flock would be secure. 

And that He’d also be the lamb who’d give His blood 

and our salvation would procure. 

 

(Written by Gil Gilbert, Chaplain, US Army, retired, one 

of the senior Lutheran chaplains who mentored me 

through the years and is now with the Church Trium-

phant.)  

 

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year!  

Pastor Bob 

Messages from Council President 
Call Process Update: Beginning work on a call commit-

tee 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual, Walking 

Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for 

Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our 

place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all 

members to review. The manual is also available on the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we 

will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently 

on step 4, bolded below. 

 Step 1: Current pastor resigns or retires…A cele-

bration of ministry together 

 Step 2: Congregation receives a transition pastor 

or interim 

 Step 3: A ministry assessment and discernment 

process occurs 

 Step 4: The call process begins…call commit-

tee is formed 

 Step 5: Congregational ministry site profile is 

created 

 Step 6: A call list is formed 

 Step 7: Interview of candidates 

 Step 8: Primary candidates identified and inter-

viewed by congregation council 

 Step 9: Congregation meets primary candidate 

 Step 10: Congregation votes to extend a call; pas-

tor accepts or declines call 
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 Step 11: Installation 

 Step 12: Evaluation of the process 

 

Forming the call committee is about discernment and 

all of the members of council take that very seriously. 

We are continuing to pray for this committee and the 

members who will make it up. What is God’s will for St. 

Mark’s? Please pray for each of us that we may hear 

God’s calling for this committee. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 18, 2016 

for the annual congregational meeting. The meeting will 

be held after the service in the fellowship hall (gym) at 

11:00 am. The formal agenda can be found on the bulle-

tin board outside of the sanctuary. Be sure to let your 

voice be heard. Vote on new council members for 2017, 

constitutional changes, 2017 spending authorization, a 

review of all our accomplishments from 2016, plus a 

sneak peek at what to expect for 2017!  

October was filled with a lot of work around our 

Constitution updates and changes. The draft of the 

changes can be found in Hart Hall, the church office, and 

the library. Please be sure to review. We will vote on the 

changes at the annual congregational meeting. 

The Fellowship Committee is planning a wonderful 

breakfast for all to enjoy during the meeting. It will be 

worth coming just for the food! We have such talented 

chefs in our congregation. It will be a fun morning filled 

with worship, meeting, planning, and fellowship to-

gether. The nursery will be available. All are welcome to 

attend. 

Nominating Committee for 2017 Council Seats 

A nominating committee has been formed for anyone 

interested in running for council for 2017. Barbara 

Brown, outgoing council member, will be leading our 

nominating committee to collect names for open council 

seats. If you recall, at our last annual congregational 

meeting in December 2015 we voted on 10 new mem-

bers of council (only two people, Barbara Brown and 

Eric Olson, carried over with current terms). Then the 

newly formed council arranged terms to try and get back 

into a three year rotation. Unfortunately, due to health 

rea-sons, two council members had to resign their spots 

this year, so we will have two open two-year terms and 

four open three-year terms. At our annual meeting, we 

will have six open positions to vote on. 

Due to the way terms were picked, Bridget Pudimat 

and Jane Kilby (current council members) received one-

year terms, but are willing to serve again and have 

placed their names in for the two open two-year terms. 

This would allow them to serve a full three-year term. 

We then have four spots open for three-year terms. This 

break down of terms should then get us back on track 

with the rotations of terms. 

 

The following council members will be coming off 

council at the end of 2016:  

•Barbara Brown, Aaron Brown, Bridget Pudimat (served 

one year and willing to run again for a two-year term to 

end in 2018) and Jane Kilby (served one year and willing 

to run again for a two-year term to end in 2018) 

The following council members will remain on council:  

•Serving through December 31, 2017: Eric Olson, Larry 

Wertz, John Mumford, Loree Mueller 

•Serving through December 31, 2018: Tracy Williams, 

Leslie Allen, two open spots 

I know this is a little confusing, so if you have any 

questions or if you are interested in running for council, 

please reach out to Barbara or any other member of 

council. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Thank you to everyone 

who donated items to LSS for 

food baskets this year! Once 

again, we filled up the collec-

tion box.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

All Saints’ Day 

In case, you missed the All Saints’ service in No-

vember, below are some pictures of the beautiful banners 

Ellen Olson made. Ellen, thank you for creating such 

wonderful tributes to remember our loved ones who we 

lost and those who were baptized in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates: 

 Wednesday, December 14: Birthday for Christ 

 Sunday, December 18: 11:00 am Annual Congre-

gational Meeting in the Fellowship Hall (gym) 

with breakfast fellowship! 

 Monday, December 19: 6:30 pm December 

Council meeting with 2016 and newly elected 

2017 council members at Tracy Williams’ home 

 

Reflection of Thanks 

I am again humbled that I have been able to serve St. 

Mark’s over the past year as President of council. I could 

not have served without my fellow council members, 

Pastor Hale, Tony, and Patrice supporting me every day. 

I must thank Leslie Allen, Aaron Brown, Barbara 

Brown, Jane Kilby, John Mumford, Loree Mueller, Eric 

Olson, Bridget Pudimat, and Larry Wertz who have been 

so supportive of me during our time together on council. 

I have seen the passion each one has for St. Mark’s and 

without them our last year would not have been possible.  

Pastor Hale has been a blessing to me during this last 

year. He may have “interim” before his title, but he 

showed true care and concern for our church and congre-

gation. His interim skills were exactly what I needed this 

last year. Thank you for all the advice and support. Tony 

is not only a rock for St. Mark’s, but for me as well. I 

can always count on Tony to help out with a last minute 

request, or find out an answer to why/how we do some-

thing in the office. He has such a love for ministry at St. 

Mark’s you cannot help but become inspired to worship 

here. Patrice has shown me true love for our St. Mark’s 

Ark program and families. She lives her passion every 

day as she walks the halls of the classrooms each day. 

Thank you for spreading the mission of St. Mark’s to so 

many families in our community. 

A special thank you to all of the members of St. 

Mark’s. I know many of you pray for me and all of 

council that we may guide this church in the right direc-

tion. I can only hope that your prayers are being an-

swered as St. Mark’s continues down its winding road to 

a call. Please continue to pray for me and all of council 

as we continue on this journey together. Thank you for 

the love, support, and guidance over the past year. Our 

welcoming red doors would not be open to everyone if it 
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were not for the dedication and support you give to St. 

Mark’s each day. 

Bill Ahrens has spent the last five years as a trustee 

to the St. Mark’s Foundation. During this time, our 

Foundation supported many worthy causes, including a 

member’s mission trip and a nursery worker for children 

during worship in 2016. Your dedication to the success 

of the Foundation is greatly appreciated. 

Although Rose and Larry Tallman officially stepped 

down from their roles as comptroller and financial secre-

tary last year, they were instrumental in assisting Larry 

Wertz and Loree Mueller in these new roles over the past 

year. Thank you for continuing to support St. Mark’s and 

teaching others how to be successful in these volunteer 

positions.  

A huge thank you to Gina Olson for creating our 

weekly and monthly newsletters. She has been instru-

mental in ensuring we communicate to our members and 

share the good news at St. Mark’s. She is also extremely 

patient because I have not met a deadline yet for the 

monthly Messenger. She always reaches out with a kind 

nudge to get the information. Thank you for your atten-

tion to detail and patient spirit. 

A special thank you to Barbara Brown who has 

served the last three years on council. She went through 

a lot during those three years and I am forever grateful 

for her leadership during this period of time at St. 

Mark’s. She led Nourish and Send during her three years 

on council and did an outstanding job keeping our out-

reach programs moving forward. I have no doubt she 

will continue to be a strong advocate for St. Mark’s mis-

sion for many years to come. 

Aaron Brown has served the last 18 months on coun-

cil and led our Property Committee. Many thanks for the 

extra hours, late nights, and weekend work that he has 

put in while on council and overseeing our Property 

Committee. Over those months, Aaron was instrumental 

in checking our property during Hurricane Hermine and 

Hurricane Matthew. He led the efforts to clean up after 

the storms and ensure that our facility was ready for wor-

ship and for our Ark families. He re-created the website 

and managed our ever challenging phone system. Thank 

you. 

Bridget Pudimat has served the last year, but will run 

again for another two year term. This past year she led 

our Nourish team, continues to keep our Youth Group 

strong by coordinating and overseeing their activities, 

and she reignited Vacation Bible School (VBS) this past 

summer. Bridget also served as Vice President of Coun-

cil and spent many hours working through our call 

checklist and emergency preparedness needs. Her focus 

on ministry to all ages is greatly appreciated. 

Jane Kilby served the last year and will again run for 

a two year term. She served as Secretary and did an out-

standing job leading our Constitution review committee. 

This task added many, many hours to her job as secre-

tary and we are all thankful for the work that was done. 

The constitutional changes will have a lasting impact on 

St. Mark’s for the better. Thank you for taking on the ex-

tra work and making such a lasting impact on St. Mark’s. 

Although I am saying thank you, please know I do 

not think your service will end. All of you serve St. 

Mark’s in so many ways other than what is written above 

and I know you will continue to do so. We are all 

blessed to have you as members and friends. Thank you 

for keeping St. Mark’s at the heart of your everyday 

lives.  

—Tracy Williams, Council President 

Women of the ELCA 
 

 

 

December Circle Meetings: 

 

Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 am for Christmas brunch 

at the home of Francine Baker on Tuesday, December 

13. 

 

Priscilla Circle meets at 11:00 am for Christmas lunch 

at the home of Bonnye Bell on Saturday, December 3. 

 

Rebecca Circle meets at 11:30 am the home of Marjorie 

Broward for their annual Christmas luncheon on Satur-

day, December 5. 

Lion’s Pride 
Lion’s Pride Luncheon is at Athens Café on Friday, 

December 9 at noon. Please call Clara Echerer at 737-
4480 for further information. All are welcome! 
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Gift of Communion Bread 
Many thanks go to Hiam Tounnous for her generous 

gift of time and talent in the making of her special recipe 

for communion bread. She has been making this same 

bread for her Lutheran church’s 

communion services in Pales-

tine for more than 30 years, and 

we’ve been blessed to have her 

share this gift from the heart 

with us.   

In 1977, Hiam and her hus-

band David moved from Jack-

sonville, back to their home in 

Palestine. They have been visit-

ing their daughter Diana for the 

last several months. Diana is a 

member here at St. Mark’s. 

—Renee Roath 

Birthday for Christ 
Christmas is the time of 

year when we join together 

and provide children under 

protective custody and their 

families with gifts to help 

make their Christmas a joy-

ful one. Your gift may be the 

only one they receive. 

Can you imagine not 

having a gift to open on 

Christmas day? It is such a joy to be able to share our 

blessings with these children. Imagine the smile on their 

faces when they open the gifts you gave them. 

Please take an ornament off of the tree in Hart Hall. 

There is a notebook for you to sign opposite the name of 

the child. Please keep the ornament and attach it to your 

package so your gift goes to the right child. 

The “Birthday for Christ” celebration will be held on 

Wednesday, December 14 at 6:15 pm. Join us for a spe-

cial program put on by Tony and the children of the Ark. 

Bring along your gift and your holiday spirit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Ark 
BIRTHDAY FOR CHRIST 

Wednesday, December 14 is St. Mark’s annual 

“Birthday for Christ” celebration. A children’s musical 

will be the highlight of the evening. We would love to 

have all of the Ark and church families come, enjoy 

dinner, and attend our celebration this Wednesday 

evening. For reservations call, complete the form below, 

and drop it off at the Ark or church office with payment 

attached by December 8. The presents from the giving 

tree will be presented that night. The Bears will be per-

forming! 
 

Reservation Form 

 

Regular sized Firehouse Sub, chips, a drink, and 

dessert for $12 each.   

 

Name________________________________ 

 

 

#_________Turkey sub 

#_________ Ham sub 

 

Total price enclosed ______________  

 

Checks made out to St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
*You may want to have small children share. 

Music Notes 
“Eat, Drink, & Sing Merrily” 

Tony Cruz is singing with The Heritage Singers of 

Jacksonville which has been preparing a Christmas con-

cert titled “Eat, Drink, & Sing Merrily.” The concerts 

contain popular and sacred works and there are several 

opportunities to attend. The concerts are free with dona-

tions happily accepted. 
  
Friday, December 2 at 7:00 pm 
City Rescue Mission 
  
Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 pm 
South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church 
2137 Hendricks Avenue 
  

Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 pm 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
11924 San Jose Boulevard 
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Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 pm 
Jacksonville Public Library Main 
  

Prayers in the Night 
The holidays aren’t a happy time for everyone. Some 

people are grieving the loss of a loved one, unemployed 

or under-employed, enduring financial hardships and dif-

ficult family situations. Come to our “Prayers in the 

Night” service on Thursday, December 22 at 7:30 pm. If 

you know someone who is suffering, invite them to this 

intimate service of prayer and healing—better yet, offer 

to come with them. 

  
Note: This service has previously been called “Longest 

Night” and it has been held on December 21—the long-

est night of the year. We had to move the service this 

year for logistical reasons. 

—Tony Cruz, Cantor 
 
 

Tony recently celebrated his 10 year anniversary 

as St. Mark’s cantor. Visit his blog to read “Ten 

Things I Love About My Job at St. Mark’s.”  

 

Follow this link to read the blog entry: 

http://smljax.blogspot.com/2016/11/ten-things-i-love-

about-my-job-at-st.html 

 

If you are reading The Messenger as a print copy, you 

can reach his blog by typing http://smljax.blogspot.com/ 

into your search engine or by Googling “Tony Cruz Mu-

sic Blog.”  

 

Comments on the blog are welcomed.  

Constitution and Bylaws Update 
The updated version of the proposed revised consti-

tution and bylaws is in Hart Hall dated "As of 18 Octo-

ber 2016"—60 days prior to the annual meeting to be 

held on December 18, 2016, when we will vote on ac-

ceptance of the proposed revisions.   

There are minor edits from the version dated 26 Sep-

tember 2016 based on feedback that the review commit-

tee and council agreed on. These changes were incorpo-

rated into the final proposed version of 18 October.  

If you would like a copy emailed to you, please send 

an e-mail to jmysong7@gmail.com.    
 
 

Saint Nicholas Speaks 
St. Nicholas Speaks is an Ad-

vent/Christmas monologue. It is also the 

Christmas benefit event for the Lutheran 

Library for the Blind. All are welcome 

to attend a library open house at 6:30 

pm, followed by Christmas carols and a 

performance at 7:00 pm.  

The event will happen on Sundays, 

December 4 and 11 at Holy Cross Lu-

theran Church 

6620 Arlington Expressway 

Jacksonville, FL 32211 

Poinsettia Order Form 
Poinsettia Order Form 

Your name (please print)  

_____________________________________ 

Number of poinsettias __________ 

“In honor of” OR “In memory of” (Circle one) 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

_____ My plant may be delivered to a shut-in. 

_____ I will pick up my plant for personal use. 

 

Poinsettias will be available fol-

lowing the 10:30 pm service on 

Christmas Eve.) Please return this 

form and payment to the office, or 

place in the offering plate and mark 

your check “poinsettia” by Sunday, 

December 11.  

 

Amount enclosed $ _____________________ 

 

(Last year’s were $10 each, unsure how much they’ll 

be this year, though probably about that same amount.) 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for December 2016 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, December 3 
5:30 pm  

Loree Mueller Matthew Stupski  Ginger Hudson & Marieanne Prokop  

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 4 
9:30 am 

Ron Eckels  Leslie Allen  Bonnye Bell & Susan Jackson  

3rd Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 11 
9:30 am  

Volunteer Needed  Gina Olson  

Al Voss 

Bonnye Bell & Susan Jackson  

Saturday, December 17 
5:30 pm  

Loree Mueller  Matthew Stupski  Ginger Hudson & Marieanne Prokop  

4th Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 18 
9:30 am  

Jane Kilby    Bridget Pudimat  Bonnye Bell & Rachel Mumford  

 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 
4:00 pm 
10:30 pm  

 

 

Gary Pudimat 

Barbara Brown 

 

 

Neil Daraskevich 

John Trainer 

 

 

Renee Roath & Francine Baker  

Bridget Pudimat 
 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Fellowship Hosts 

Saturday, December 3 
5:30 pm  

   

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 4 
9:30 am 

Jane Daugherty   Grace Maszy TBA 

3rd Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 11 
9:30 am  

Mary Cusick Tahiana Rakotomandrindra  Nicki Hassell 

Saturday, December 17 
5:30 pm  

   

4th Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 18 
9:30 am  

Russ & Jeanette Snyder Naomi Heneghan  TBA 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 
4:00 pm 
10:30 pm  

  

 

Nolan Pudimat 

Miora Rambeloarisoa 

TBA  

 

Ushers for December: Russ and Jeanette Snyder 
 
 
Additional December Nursery Volunteers: 
December 4                                 Bonnye Bell  
December 11                         Ginger Hudson  
December 18                                Gina Olson 
December 24                       Bridget Pudimat  
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December 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

2  
 
 

3  
11:00 am Priscilla 
Circle Christmas 
Lunch @ Bonnye 
Bell’s Home  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
@ Nave 

 
4  2nd Sunday of  

Advent 
8:30 am Toddler and 
Lower Elementary Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 a Confirmation 
Class @ Library  
5:30 pm Youth Group 
Meeting 

5 
11:30 am Rebecca 
Circle Christmas 
Luncheon @ Marjorie 
Broward’s Home 

  
 

6  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

7 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave  

8 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Property 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room 
 

9 

12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride Luncheon @ 
Athens Café  

10 
 

11 3rd Sunday of  

Advent 
8:30 am Toddler and 
Lower Elementary Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
10:45 am Confirmation 
Class @ Library  

12 
 

13 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
10:00 am Deborah 
Circle Christmas 
Brunch @ Francine 
Baker’s home  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

14 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave 

15 
Deadline for The 
Messenger for 
January 2017 
 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room    

16 
 

17 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

18 4th Sunday of  

Advent 
8:30 am Toddler and 
Lower Elementary Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
11:00 am Annual Con-
gregational Meeting @ 
Fellowship Hall 

19 

6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library 
6:30 pm December 
Council meeting with 
2016 and newly 
elected 2017 council 
members at Tracy 
Williams’ Home 

20 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

21 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
7:30 pm Festival 
Choir Rehearsal @ 
Nave 
 

22  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm “Prayers in 
the Night” Service @ 
Nave 
 

23 
Ark Closed 

  

24  
Christmas Eve 
 
4:00 pm Christmas 
Eve Service @ Nave 
10:30 pm Christmas 
Eve Service @ 
Nave*  
 
Ark Closed 

25 Christmas Day 
No Christmas Day Ser-
vice; Two Christmas Eve 
Services  
 
Ark Closed 

26 

Ark Closed 

27 
 

28 
NO MUSIC            
REHEARSALS THIS 
WEEK  
(Rehearsals will  
resume on  
January 11.) 
 

29 30 
Ark Closed 

31 New Year’s 

Eve 

 
Ark Closed through 
January 2 

 

      *Pre-service music 
begins at 10:30 pm 
for the second ser-
vice. The worship 
service begins at 
11:00 pm.  
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 December Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

Thank you, Family Promise Volunteers 
I want to thank you all for your volunteer efforts this past week. We had 
a successful week and it's thanks to all of you! I so appreciated every-
one's willingness to step up and help make my first time as coordinator a 
very smooth process. Please know how much I appreciate all of you—
and welcome to all of our newly trained volunteers!    
 
Please let me know if you think there is anything we could do better. I 
have had a couple of things brought to my attention and I appreciate the 
feedback, so please feel free to send me comments—any ideas as to 
things we could do to make the week better for our families are wel-
come! 
 
I expect we will host again sometime mid-to-late February and I look for-
ward to working with all of you again! 
 
Bless you all, 
 
Jane [Kilby] 

 

 

If you do have any feedback, you can email jmysong7@gmail.com.  

Some “Food for Thought” 
The Bible Study group just finished their 7 week study at Joyce 

Wertz's home. The group would like to share the following quote from 
Pastor Dr. Tony Evans: 
"Faith is acting like it is so, even when it is not so, so that it might be so, 
simply because God said so." 
 

Loree Mueller                            December 5 

Ron Eckels                                  December 6 

Alvin Harrison                           December 6 

Luann Moore                             December 6 

Grace Maszy                              December 7 

Joseph Brockett                      December 10 

Noelle Mitchell                       December 17 

Russ Snyder                             December 18 

Greg Dodds                              December 21 

Alonzo Batson                         December 22 

Betty Griffith                           December 24 

David Brockett                        December 25 

Larry Wertz                              December 26 

Yvonne Gatz                            December 27 

Mary Swart                              December 27 

James Edwards                       December 29 

Lynette Weber                        December 30 

James Lumpkin                       December 31 

News? 

Do you have a message for the 
congregation? Do you have an update 
to the prayer list in The Lion’s Roar, an 
addition or change to the birthday list 
above, or a change to the online cal-
endar? If you do, please email Gina 
Olson at ginaolson4@gmail.com.  

Deadlines 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters, 

The Lion’s Roar (weekly) and The Mes-
senger (monthly). Gina Olson cur-
rently does layout and editing for 
both of them. 

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is 
by noon on each Wednesday and The 
Messenger deadline is the 15th day of 
each month.  
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 am                                      
 
A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Robert M. Hale   Interim Pastor 
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064 
Email: Heald44@aol.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Aaron Brown  Property Chair & Men in Mission 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison   
Barbara Brown  Send Chair  
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

St. Mark’s 

Lutheran 
Church 


