
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

Advent carries two simultaneous visions of our expectations: we await yet
again the birth of the babe in the manger, and we also await Christ’s coming
again to fulfill all things. We often prepare for Advent by “getting ready” —
planning, organizing, and ordering supplies for various gatherings and
worship services. Yet preparing for the coming of Christ is not a matter of
having everything under control. Christ’s arrival disrupts — disrupts
injustice, sin, and brokenness in a society in which we are deeply
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Make Ready for 
Holy Disruption

Advent Midweek Series

Week 1 (Nov. 30) – Breathing
Week 2 (Dec. 07) – Releasing 
Week 3 (Dec. 14) – Receiving 
Week 4 (Dec. 21) – Rejoicing



I love practicing in the Nave between Christmas Eve and Epiphany. There is
something comforting, festive even, about practicing under the Christmas
tree’s radiant glow.

Do you see the presents, musical presents, that surround it?

Our baby grand Yamaha piano became part of our
worship setting in the early 2000s while Nancy
Smith was Director of Sacred Arts, Music & Liturgy.
The piano was rented for a special event and
everyone loved having it. As the story has been
told to me, Nancy asked, “Wouldn’t it be nice to
have the piano all the time?” Within two weeks,
the money had been raised to purchase a new piano.

Behind the piano is a pair of timpani (also called kettledrums). These came
to St. Mark’s through the work of Andy Chopra. We don’t use them often, but
when we do, they add a jubilant flair to our hymn accompaniment.

The organ console is less than 10 years old, but the pipes date from 1984
when Lydia Krueger gifted a Zimmer pipe organ to St. Mark’s for its newly 
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embedded. A prayer for Christ to come to us is a prayer for a holy disruption of
our lives that we cannot control and that we might struggle to accept.

This midweek Advent series based on the Service of Word and Prayer in All
Creation Sings (pp. 42–45) is built around four steps to help us recognize our
resistance to God’s inbreaking and prepare for God’s holy disruption: breathing,
releasing, receiving, and rejoicing.

Each week’s liturgy will focus on one step. Together they form a spiritual
discipline that reminds us (as does the liturgical year itself) that discipleship is
always a process requiring intentional practice. Advent, the first season of the
church year, reminds us to return to our sense of longing for and expectation of
God’s coming into our world. In this worship series, we pay attention to opening
ourselves to the holy disruption of God’s inbreaking promise.

Join us each Wednesday for a midweek break to prepare for the coming of the
Messiah, both now and not yet. We’ll begin each service at 6:40 pm with a musical
refrain which calls us to worship. The service will include hymns, readings, and
reflection. However, what makes this service more unique are the moments of
intentional silence for personal reflection. 
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Our Advent wreath
in the Nave

Musical Presents
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built Nave. The 13-rank pipe organ served us well for many years, then
received a digital upgrade from R. A. Colby, Inc. (Johnson City, Tenn.) in
2013. The organ now has about 36 ranks.

In 1986, Arthur and Zoe Lovendahl gave St. Mark’s a three-octave set of
Whitechapel handbells. Handcrafted in England, they came from the same
foundry that made Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell. The fourth octave arrived
around 2006. Since that time, we have nearly completed the fifth octave!
Only two more bells (each about $3,500.00) are needed to complete the fifth
octave. Along with the bells we have mallets and handchimes for percussive
and tonal variety. 

Our harpsichord was built from a kit in 1976 under the direction of Music
Director Brian Stout. He received lots of assistance from members of the
congregation, and their names can be seen just above the keyboard. The
artwork that adorns this delicate instrument was hand-painted by members
Saralyn Landquist, Fran Oglesby, and Connie Smith.

Although not an instrument, where would be without the cranberry-covered
volumes of Evangelical Lutheran Worship to help us praise God in this
marvelous house of worship? We dedicated the “new” hymnals early in 2007.

And where would we be without all the singers, handbell ringers, and
instrumentalists who have worked so hard as leaders of the church’s song?
It’s a long line of volunteer (and paid) musicians that goes back to 1938. I am
ever thankful for their witness to the gospel and dedicated service.

It may be, by the time you read this, that the carols and Christmas hymns are
beginning to fade. The church calendar beckons us towards Epiphany, Lent
and Easter. But, the “voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the strain of
praise away” — in part, thanks to the employment of these treasured
instruments.

Note: For more information on the organ, visit www.smljax.blogspot.com and
search “new organ.” For more information on the harpsichord, visit the same
site and search “harpsichord.”
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(above) Whitechapel
handbells are handcrafted

in England.
 

(below) Our harpsichord
features hand-painted
artwork from members.

Grant requests from the St. Mark's Foundation are due by December 31. Forms are
available in the church office. The categories for requests are: capital/building
improvements, scholarships and trainings, outreach to the community, missions
(at home and overseas), and internal ministry at St. Mark's. 

St. Mark's foundation

http://www.smljax.blogspot.com/


In the mercy of our Divine Lord and Master, we get these four gifts through
the obedience, death, and resurrection of His only Son Jesus: salvation,
grace, faith and prayer. In salvation, we get forgiveness and reconciliation.
In grace, we get freedom and compassion. In faith, we get courage and
strength. In prayer, we get the only gift that goes two ways — communion. 

Communion, as in coming together with our Divine Creator, inspired by
God's Holy Spirit. We have a way to express our hopes and dreams for
ourselves and all the people in our lives, whether we consider them to be
good or bad (and our opinions on that are of no importance). We pray our
fear and sorrow, our anger and confusion, our pain and suffering. We get to
offer worship, praise, and adoration. We get to express our gratitude for
God's unfaltering faithfulness to us, even though we are not faithful to God.
In all things, we offer worship, praise, and thanks and our loving creator
teaches us and molds into the person Jesus wants us to be. 

In prayer, we get the seemingly absurd chance to thank God for all our
worries, cares and concerns, strife and grief. We find peace and solace. Our
hearts are filled with God's love and refilled each time we pray. 

There is no one right way to pray, no formula. No one can correct or direct
your prayers. Kind and well-intentioned people may offer their way of
praying as a guide, people have written books about how to pray. There are
indeed some instructions in the Bible, praying in a closet for example. But
please remember this one important instruction, pray always, offering
thanks for all things. All our prayers are an offering to our God, and your
prayers of worship, praise, and gratitude will change your life and the lives
of those around you.

“There is power in prayer. We’ve seen
it. We’ve seen prayers answered in
better ways than we’ve asked.”

— Clara Echerer

The Gift of Prayer
BY TOM GAMBITSKY
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The Nave is a dedicated
space for prayer every

Monday morning at 9:30 am.
 

If you would like to share a
request with our prayer chain,

please call Clara Echerer
(904-737-4480) or email

stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.

In addition to being present
for prayer on Mondays, Tom

serves as banner bearer
several times a year.

Clara Echerer recently shared a story about the unexpected effect of the
faithful prayers at St. Mark's. She remembered, "There was a father who was
very sick, and the family had been feuding. We were praying for him to get
better and come home from the hospital. Then the father died. In their grief,
the family came together. They became a close-knit family after that."
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Updates from Congregational Council
BY RAY BOOTH,  CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s, 
 
Your Church Council met on November 21, 2022. Most of the meeting was
devoted to consideration and discussion of the proposed 2023 annual budget,
but there were a few other items discussed.  
 
1. Southern Seminary has identified a candidate for a 2023-2024 internship
who might be a very good match for our congregation. Pastor is proceeding
with our internship application process.
 
2. We are still awaiting receipt of the replacement entry door and sidelights
for the chapel. We are hopeful those will be received in the next several weeks
and our repairs will be completed.
 
3. I will draft a letter to be signed by me and our 2023 president (to be elected
at the next Council meeting) to be sent to all St. Mark's Ark Preschool parents
and staff expressing our sense of dedication and commitment to St. Mark’s Ark
as our most important mission in the community.
 
4. The Council received and considered the proposed 2023 annual budget.
Council amended the budget to include funding for two paid singers to
supplement the choir, as was recommended to the Council as a result of the
Vision & Planning Committee’s inquiries and subsequent recommendations to
the Council. The inclusion of that item does not create a deficit in the budget.
 
The annual congregation meeting will be held on Sunday, December 11, 2022,
at 11:00 am. It will be preceded by a light brunch. 

Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, December 12, 2022,
at 7:00 pm at the home of Pastor Locke. If you would like to attend the meeting,
please email me in advance of the meeting. If you would like to address the
Council on any subject, our Constitution requires that “a written request must
be submitted to the council president at least one week prior to the meeting
asking to be included on the agenda, along with an explanation of the reason for
the request and a copy of any materials planning to be distributed to council
members.”  
 
If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me. I look forward
to seeing you Sunday!
 
Ray Booth
Council President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
904.673.0048

Ray Booth
Congregation President

RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Jim Dennis, Vice-Pres (2024)

Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Debora Koepke, Secretary (2024)

Alonzo Batson (2022)
Charlotte Devier (2023)
 Bernie Giancola (2023)

Linda Kikutis Kropp (2024)
Gina Olson (2024)

Jennifer Treat (2023)
vacancy (2022)
vacancy (2022)

 
Ark Advisory Committee

Bernie Giancola (Council Liaison) 
Bridget Pudimat, chair

Margaret Janz
Jane Kilby

Alice Trainer
Lynette Weber

 
St. Mark's Foundation 

Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
Jack Hudson (2024)

John Mumford (2026)
Gary Pudimat (2025)
John Trainer (2023)

 
* Council meeting minutes are

available in the binder
located in the church office.



November 30: Breathing
December 7: Releasing
December 14: Receiving
December 21: Rejoicing

Wednesday evenings 6:40 to 7:15 pm in the Nave
ADVENT: MAKE READY FOR HOLY DISRUPTION

Join us on Sunday, December 11, for this special worship
service. When it concludes, we'll enjoy a light brunch
followed by our annual Congregational Meeting.

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS

Bring your wrapped gifts (with the card you selected
from the tree attached) to our worship service on
Sunday, December 18. We will bless the gifts before they
are picked up and distributed just in time for Christmas.

BIRTHDAY FOR CHRIST

On this darkest day of the year, we come
with our honest yearnings, seeking the

return of light and hope. Join us Tuesday,
December 20, at 7:00 pm in the Nave.

LONGEST NIGHT

We will have two in-person worship
services on Christmas Eve at 4:00
pm and 10:30 pm. (The 10:30 pm

service will also be live streamed on
our YouTube channel.)

CHRISTMAS EVE

A prerecorded service will
premiere on YouTube at 9:00 am

on Sunday, December 25 .

CHRISTMAS DAY



BIRTHDAYS
Loree Mueller - Dec. 05

Ron Eckels - Dec. 06
John Alvin Harrison - Dec. 06

Grace Maszy - Dec. 07
Noelle Mitchell - Dec. 17

Elisa Richard - Dec. 17
Joseph L Beirne - Dec. 19

Greg Dodds - Dec. 21
Alonzo Batson - Dec. 22
Josh Richard - Dec. 23
Monika Drake - Dec. 26

Kathy VanOsdol - Dec. 26
Larry Wertz - Dec. 26

Yvonne Gatz - Dec. 27
Mary Swart - Dec. 27

Vance Mitchell - Dec. 28
Lynette Weber - Dec. 30

James Lumpkin - Dec. 31

DECEMBER 2022
CALENDAR 

The church office
will be closed

Monday & Tuesday,
December 26 & 27. 



SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our Mission
We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.
Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.
 
Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be
nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

Church Office:
904-396-9608
3976 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Weekdays 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (The office is closed on national holidays.)

Worship Services:
Sunday 9:30 a.m. (in person and online)
1st and 3rd Saturdays (in person only)
 
Website: www.stmarksjax.org 
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/stmarksjax (or scan this QR code)

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207

MINISTRY STAFF

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x102
pastor.daniel.locke@gmail.com

                   

                         

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com
stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com

About Us


