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BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

The season of Epiphany is upon us, and it is a time in which we celebrate the
revelation of God’s gift — the Emmanuel — for the whole world. Epiphany is
marked by the arrival of the wisemen, who follow a star at its arising until
they are in the presence of the infant Christ. They kneel at his feet and pay
him homage with the traditional gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
departure of the wisemen signals a proclamation to the whole world, both
Gentile and Jew, that the Messiah has been born. God has become incarnate.
In the season after the Epiphany, we celebrate the revelation of God’s gift for
the world. Christ is made known to God’s people. Our eyes are opened. Our
hearts are softened. Our hope is fulfilled.
Worship is our response to the good news of the Emmanuel having been
revealed for all people, in all places, and in all times. So, we take care in our
worship. We are intentional in our choices, our words, our movements, our
songs, and our prayers. Our liturgies and hymns are carefully discerned and
humbly chosen on behalf of the whole to enliven our praises in this
community of faith. These are the most visible and recognizable details of
worship.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x102

But there are details of our worship that are less noticeable. Small, intricate
details. In the spirit of Epiphany, I thought I would share a few of those
details here. I invite you to take notice next time you’re in worship.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Altar Kneelers
You have likely noticed the large, blue, hand-made kneelers around the
altar. There are 12 of them and they have different images or icons stitched
into them. Did you know there is an order to these kneelers? In fact, there is
an order to the kneelers for every season and occasion of the church year.
Between seasons, the kneelers are rearranged intentionally to display
different images.
Fair Linen
You have likely noticed the large white cloth that lies on
the altar called the fair linen. It is a special type of fabric
that requires immense care to keep it clean and wrinklefree. Did you know that we have multiple fair linen
cloths? They are not backups or extras. In the corners
of each fair linen is a small stitching. These tiny images
reflect the various seasons of the church year, so the fair
linen changes with each one.
Communion Purificators
You have likely noticed the white pieces of fabric that Assisting
Ministers use to wipe the chalice during communion. They may
look like napkins, but did you know these are called
purificators? We have a lot of purificators, but just like the fair
linen, each set is unique to a season of the church year and has images sewn
into them.
Communion Wine and Bread
You have likely noticed an abundance of elements
— bread and wine — each week during worship.
What do we do with the left-over sacrament that
has been blessed? Well, there are three proper
methods of disposal. First, they can be consumed.
This is the reason I drink all of the wine and grape
juice from the chalice. Second, they can be
returned to the earth. The bread and wine can be
scattered on the ground, thereby returning the
elements from whence they came. Third, the wine
can be poured down a special sink called a
sacrarium, which typically has a cover and is piped
directly into the earth rather than into the sewer system. All of the
communion cups, linens, chalices, vessels, and patens are washed by hand
in the sacristy sink each week. Even the plastic cups, which have remnants of
undrunk wine, are washed before being disposed.
These details may seem insignificant, like they are not a big deal. But they
are subtle and intentional details that exemplify the care we should take in
our communal worship of God. They give witness to the intentionality of our
time together — a celebration of God in the details of worship.
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Reflecting on the Details as an Intern
BY VICAR KATHY VANOSDOL

I hope that your holidays were full of time with those you love. Tom and I
enjoyed some down time with our young adult children, Hope and Matthew,
as well as Hope’s new puppy, Senna, a 3-month-old bundle of golden
retriever energy. We are all hopelessly in love with him.
As we begin 2022, I wanted to give you a snapshot into what my internship
looks like. Of course, no two days are exactly alike, but I have established a
bit of a schedule. I would also like to share just how much fun I am having as I
learn and grow into the pastor God is calling me to be.
My official schedule is Sunday through Thursday. The hours vary, but
typically I’m in my lovely office typing away, reading, studying, or watching
sermons. Other days, Pastor Daniel and I are out visiting our homebound
members to provide fellowship and communion. Each day either brings
routine or it brings holy interruptions where we are invited to enter into
sacred spaces as servants, accompanying people on their journey with Christ.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
intern@stmarksjax.org
(904) 396-9608 x104

Pastor Daniel and I have an internship supervision meeting every Monday
where we pray together before diving into my many questions. It is a blessing
to walk through this internship journey with such a kind, encouraging, and
wise supervisor. I also attend our weekly staff meetings where we discuss the
administrative tasks of the church and also collaborate to create meaningful
worship experiences and support each other with prayer.
When I am scheduled to preach, I spend between 10-15 hours preparing and
practicing. My sermon preparation process is evolving from a seminary
student’s desire to give the congregation every single detail about the
scripture (which is fun for me but can make for an exceptionally long sermon)
to a more streamlined process.
First, I read the lectionary texts assigned for the day and pray for the Holy
Spirit to reveal what the congregation needs to hear from God. I then let the
scriptures “marinate” in my mind for a few days. Next, I spend time reading
commentaries, listening to sermon blogs, and translating interesting Greek
and Hebrew words. At this point, God starts to reveal snippets of where the
sermon is headed. I begin to write what is coming to my mind. Finally, I
practice and time the sermon.
Writing a sermon may seem like a tedious or stressful part of my job.
However, I enjoy the process more than I can express. When I get a chance to
sit with scripture, study context and language, and put it all together, I feel
God’s presence. Hanging out with the Holy Spirit so that I can hear what God
wants me to teach and preach is a benefit of this profession, for sure.
St. Mark’s is a wonderful place to learn and grow, a safe place to try new
things and to stretch my wings. I am so grateful for this experience.
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The Details of Our Music and Liturgy
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

Have you ever read the permissions page in the bulletin? The permissions page?
You’ll find it at the end of the bulletin. Many people aren’t aware of the
copyright issues that surround worship materials, including music, when they
are reprinted in a church bulletin. Covid-19 has added a new layer of complexity.
Simply put, if we did everything straight from the hymnal and did not livestream our services, there would be no need for a permissions page. As soon as
we reprint material, we need to be aware of copyright.

Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x103
Read Cantor Tony's blog:
http://smljax.blogspot.com/

Much of the liturgy we use is written anew for the worship year and comes from
an Augsburg Fortress resource called Sundays and Seasons. This includes
liturgical items like Confession and Forgiveness, Prayers of Intercession, Prayer
after Communion, Blessing, and Dismissal. We pay an annual fee that allows us
to reprint (for local usage and not for profit) these items.
When we reprint a piece of copyrighted music, there are three entities that have
an interest in it: composer, author of the text (occasionally the same person),
and publisher. Purchasing a hymnal provides us the right to use the included
music, but not to reprint it.
To earn the right to reprint material, we subscribe to two third-party licenses:
Christian Copyright Licensing International and ONELICENSE. (The former we use
only occasionally, but the latter we use nearly every Sunday.) Our subscriptions
allow us to reprint music and texts for close to 90% of anything we would want
to reprint.
We’ve had these licenses for years and everything was going fine until Covid-19
forced churches to worship online — our third-party licenses did not allow us to
podcast or live-stream any music. ONELICENSE immediately let churches know
there would be a 30-day grace period for live-streaming, then they negotiated
with their publishers to include the right for live-streaming/ podcasting.
There’s another level to all of this — each piece we use has to be reported. This
is what ensures publishers, composers, and writers get royalties for having their
works used, including voluntary music, choir anthems, handbell pieces, hymn
introductions, and free accompaniments — any music that might be used in
worship and as part of our live-stream. The only exception is music and texts
that are in the public domain, which usually only applies to music more than 75
years old. Amazing Grace is in; but Here I Am, Lord is out.
The process of verifying, recording (what you see on the permissions page), and
reporting is very detail-oriented and time-consuming, but it is worthwhile to
know that we are complying with the law. It is also gratifying to know that it
contributes to the livelihood of publishers, composers, and writers. Our
diligence in reporting encourages them to keep writing new material that
refreshes, renews, and strengthens our worship.
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Check Out What's New!
Just off of London Road in our parking area, you
might have noticed something new. On
Saturday, December 18, 2021, Karl and Debora
Koepke and Mark and Lynette Weber installed a
bright red Little Free Library book-sharing box.
They then filled it with books for adults and
children to share with our community.
Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is "to be a catalyst for building
community, inspiring readers, and expanding
book access for all." We are now a part of their
global network of volunteer-led libraries. To view their interactive map, visit
www.littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/ or scan the QR code on the right.
The Invite Team sponsored this project as a means of promoting reading,
having positive interaction with the community, and inviting others to our
church activities here at St. Mark's Lutheran Church.

Scan this QR code to visit the
interactive map of Little Free
Libraries across the country.

(On left) Debora and Karl Koepke and
(above) Lynette and Mark Weber
painted, assembled, and stocked our
new book-sharing library.

Also in December 2021, our
new electrical kitchen
appliances finally arrived and
were installed. Thanks to help
from the St. Mark's
Foundation and a member's
gift, the church no longer has
any appliances dependent on
gas. This council-voted
stewardship decision will save
money in the long-term.
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It's All About the Details!
BY TIFFANY BELL

In my opinion, preschools are like detailed,
luxurious wedding cakes. Cakes come in all
shapes, sizes, styles, and textures, but what
elevates a cake to become a wedding cake is
when the details are added, like decadent
icings and flavors, decoration themes, and
beautiful colors.

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
(904) 346-0404
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

The same is true for childcare programs. They
come in all shapes, sizes, and styles, but what
elevates childcare to become a preschool is
when the details are added. They are what
allow preschools to show their uniqueness and
what they have to offer for children 5 years and
under. Everything from policies and procedures, the food that is served, and
the layout of the entire preschool makes them outstanding.

Consider our very own St. Mark’s Ark Preschool. The toys, schedules,
gymnasium, sanctuary, and teachers are the key ingredients to the St. Mark’s
Ark Preschool master recipe. Each classroom is uniquely designed with the
proper schedule and toys geared towards that child’s age.
Beginning as an infant, the necessary equipment is a must in order for an
infant to achieve milestones early in life, like sitting up, crawling, and
standing. The tables, the huge carpets, and major floor space allow the infants
to thrive.
We also prepare the toddlers and beyond to become kindergarteners and be
ready for elementary school. Our home living centers, computers, and blocks
increase their fine and gross motor skills on daily basis.
Not all preschools can say that they have a gymnasium and a sanctuary
whenever they need them. When inclement weather arises, St. Mark’s Ark
children can still burn off their pent-up energy in the Fellowship Hall. We can
also have chapel in the Nave with our very own Pastor Daniel and Cantor Tony.
Behind every great preschool and director are the teachers who make the
preschool operate smoothly day in and day out. They are the face of a
preschool, and their knowledge, patience, and enthusiasm create a beautiful
bond with the parents. At St. Mark’s Ark Preschool, our teachers bring
stability, diversity, and understanding.
All in all, every childcare program is unique in its own way, but the details are
what make preschools stand out. And like a beautiful wedding cake, the
details at our St. Mark’s Ark Preschool make us a one-in-a-million find!
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The St. Mark's Ark Inaugural Christmas Parade
On December 17, 2021, the St. Mark’s Ark Preschool celebrated the holiday
season with their first Christmas Parade. Parents and loved ones lined the
parking lot to see each class — dressed in festive and adorable outfits — roll
and strut along to fun Christmas songs. Families also enjoyed donuts
and hot chocolate (despite the unseasonably warm weather). And
each child received a gift bag courtesy of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.

St. Mark's Ark Preschool Director
Tiffany Bell welcomes the families.

Our passionate and creative Ark director, Tiffany Bell, envisions this
parade becoming an annual event and a fun way for our church to
connect with the preschool families. Be on the lookout next fall
when we recruit volunteers to help the Christmas Parade grow!

(Above) Santa's Helpers, aka the
Doves & Lambs, rolled around to "All I
Want for Christmas is My Two Front
Teeth," and the Kangaroos
(immediate left) danced and shook
their bells to "Jingle Bell Rock."
Photos
courtesy
of Britt
Hester.
(Above) Santa's reindeer, the Turtles & Bunnies class,
took a ride in Santa's sleigh to the tune of "Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer," and the Grizzly & Polar
Bears (right) performed "Frosty the Snowman"
complete with their own personal snow storm.
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The Locke Family Has Moved
During the month of December, Pastor Daniel and his family moved into their
new home. Their new address is:

3929 Cano Court
Jacksonville, FL 32217

With Much Gratitude for Christmas Purse
The staff members of St. Mark's are both humbled and overwhelmed by your
generous gifts through Christmas Purse. Thank you for your continuous
support! We are grateful to be a part of this wonderful community!

Family Promise Update
St. Mark's first Family Promise host week of the new year will be January 30
through February 6, 2022. Although we will not be hosting in-person, we will
once again collect food and resources to support our families off-site. As
always, if you would like to participate, donate, or have any questions, please
contact Charlotte Devier at charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com.

Thank You for Participating in Birthday for Christ
We are so grateful for your generous participation in December's Birthday for
Christ! Every year we receive names and wish lists from children who are either
under protective custody or experiencing homelessness through their social
workers at the Child Guidance Center, Family Promise, and the Sulzbacher
Center. Church members, preschool parents, and staff choose names from the
Christmas tree or through our website and purchase gifts for each one.
Many of you presented your gifts at our Advent Lessons & Carols service on
December 12, 2021. Others dropped them off ahead of time. We even had a giftwrapping party with several of our volunteers (see picture on the left) to ensure
everything was ready for Christmas.
Collectively we provided 101 children with gifts for Christmas. For some of
them, those gifts were the only ones they received. Thank you for sharing
God's love with them!
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Thank You Notes
Dear St. Mark's Angels,

Dear St. Mark's Family,

You continue to give me a year-round
Christmas gift — loving and remembering
Andy. My gratitude and thankfulness for all
of you is timeless. Enjoy a beautiful
Christmas in St. Mark's sanctuary as we
welcome our precious Lord once again. If
you sense a smile from heaven, it is Andy
acknowledging all the loving care that is St.
Mark's. My prayers endure for all of you,
dear friends.

My heartfelt thanks for all the many
prayers and caring ways you have
supported me during Jack's illness, at
home, with hospice, until his death.
I will always feel blessed to be a part of
such a loving and caring congregation.
Many blessings to each of you.
My love,
Mary Cusick

Love,
Gail Chopra
Thank you so much for providing a
meal for Food for Thought!
Dylan, Krystin, Nathaniel, Miles, Khalifa,
and Pastor Sarah
(handwritten note received in December 2021)

Gifts to the Glory of God...
In Loving Memory of Sue Ashby
Ron & Mary Lou Eckels

In Loving Honor of the Jorns
100 Times Foundation Corp.
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Updates from Congregational Council
BY RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Ray Booth
Congregation President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Jim Dennis, Vice-Pres (2024)
Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Debora Koepke, Secretary (2024)
Alonzo Batson (2022)
Charlotte Devier (2022)
Bernie Giancola (2023)
Linda Kikutis Kropp (2024)
Gina Olson (2024)
Jennifer Treat (2023)
vacancy (2022)
Ark Advisory Committee
Jim Dennis (Council Liaison)
Bridget Pudimat, chair
Margaret Janz
Jane Kilby
Alice Trainer
Lynette Weber

St. Mark's Foundation
Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
Jack Hudson (2024)
John Mumford (2026)
Gary Pudimat (2025)
John Trainer (2023)
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The congregation had its annual meeting on December 12, 2021. We
received reports from the St. Mark’s Ark Preschool and the St. Mark’s
Foundation, and I addressed the congregation on the status of the church
and our challenges as we move forward. Also, the following members were
elected to fill vacancies:
Council (Term Ending)
Ark Advisory Comm. (Term Ending)
Alonzo Batson (2022)
Margaret Janz (2024)
Larry Tallman (2022)
Jane Kilby (2024)
Jim Dennis (2024)
Lynette Weber (2024)
Debora Koepke (2024)
St. Mark's Foundation (Term Ending)
Linda Kropp (2024)
John Trainer (2023)
Gina Olson (2024)
John Mumford (2026)

Delegates to 2022 Synod Assembly
Alonzo Batson
Debora Koepke

Your Church Council met on December 14, 2021, and the following issues
were discussed and actions were taken:
1. We reviewed the COVID-19 recommendations by the CDC, and there was
no new reason to warrant a modification of our practices. By December 23,
however, the situation had changed, and we moved back to a mask
requirement for all, regardless of vaccination status.
2. The Peter Mayer Concert was a wonderful experience and a very timely
message of love and peace. This was a benefit concert for Lutheran Social
Services, and it resulted in a contribution of $1405 to LSS.
3. The Council voted for officers for 2022, and those elected are:
President — Ray Booth
Vice-President — Jim Dennis
Treasurer — Larry Tallman
Secretary — Debora Koepke
4. Our new electric kitchen appliances have arrived, and they are installed.
Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, January 24, 2022, at
7:00 pm via Zoom. If you would like to attend the meeting, please email me
for the Zoom meeting ID and password. If you would like to address the
Council on any subject, our Constitution requires that “a written request
must be submitted to the council president at least one week prior to the
meeting asking to be included on the agenda, along with an explanation of
the reason for the request and a copy of any materials planning to be
distributed to council members.”
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me. I look forward to
seeing you Sunday!
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CALENDAR
BIRTHDAYS
Tom Moore - Jan. 9
Gina Olson - Jan. 10
Matthew VanOsdol - Jan. 12
Ray Booth - Jan. 14
Robert Brown - Jan. 20
John Schoenecker - Jan. 22
Aleizha Batson - Jan. 23
Greg Hay - Jan. 23
Alan Voss - Jan. 25
Laura Kate Herriff - Jan. 28
Kristen Richard - Jan. 28

MINISTRY STAFF
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 102
pastor.daniel.locke@gmail.com

About Us
SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Our Mission

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

Our Vision

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol, Intern
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x104
intern@stmarksjax.org

Our Worship & Office Hours

Church Office

Worship Services:

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Sunday 9:30 a.m. (In person and Online)

Jacksonville, FL 32207

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be
nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

1st and 3rd Saturdays (In person only)
Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
The office is closed on national holidays.

Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com
Web: www.stmarksjax.org

