
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 3976 Hendricks Avenue • Jacksonville, Florida 32207 

Office: 904-396-9608 • Web: www.stmarksjax.org 

The Messenger 

 
Monthly Newsletter of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

July 2017 

From the Pastor 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

In the early 1900s my grandfather, William 

James Bell, boarded a ship which took him from his 

home in Belfast, Ireland to America, where he hoped to 

find the opportunity to make a better life for his wife and 

his infant son. He could not bring his family with him; 

there wasn’t enough money, and he had to leave them in 

Belfast until he could find a job and save enough money 

to send for them. He was successful, and on July 23, 

1911 my grandmother and my father traveled on another 

ship to Ellis Island, were passed through immigration, 

and entered the United States. 

I wonder sometimes what would have happened 

if my grandparents had not taken that risk, leaving every-

thing and everyone they loved behind to begin a new life 

in a new country. We all know the terrible suffering in 

Belfast during Ireland’s long “Troubles.” Would my 

family have been caught up in that? 

I am so grateful to my grandparents and my par-

ents for all the sacrifices and hard work they endured to 

build a better life for generations to come. And I will al-

ways be grateful to this generous, compassionate country 

for welcoming my family and giving us the opportunity 

to become American citizens! 

I am so proud to be an American! Please join me 

on this Independence Day in giving thanks for the privi-

lege we have of being citizens of this beautiful country. 

God bless America! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Pat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messages from Council President 
Send: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday will be held 

on September 10. This will be a day of service for our 

congregation. If you do not have an official St. Mark’s 

yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands.” shirt, don’t worry. 

We will have them available again this year. We are still 

planning activities, but we will have a mix of activities 

inside and outside as well as some that you can do sitting 

and others that may require a little more hands out work. 

Everyone will be able to help. Even if you are out of 

town on September 10, we will collect items prior to the 

day so you can help out in advance. 

This is always such a fun and exciting day, so I 

look forward to our day of service together. 

 

Congratulations! 
On June 16, Mamy Rakotomandrindra went 

through the US citizenship ceremony in Jacksonville. 

Congratulations on becoming a US citizen! St. Mark’s is 

fortunate to have you in our congregation. Now, Arold is 

studying for her test and we look forward to celebrating 

in July when she takes her test. 



2 

 

Dinner for Ronald McDonald House 
On September 9, St. Mark’s will host dinner at 

the local Ronald McDonald House. We will need about 8 

volunteers (ages 13 and up) to 

volunteer to prepare the meal at 

the Ronald McDonald House. 

We do not serve the meal, but we 

ensure it is ready by 5:00 pm. 

We will plan a meal for 75 peo-

ple, collect the food, prepare the 

food at the House and then put it 

out for families to enjoy. This is 

a fun way to provide outreach to 

our community and support fam-

ilies who are going through the 

stress of illness and hospital vis-

its. More information to come. 

 

Phone Tree 
Our phone tree system 

has been upgraded! Thank you 

to Aaron Brown for his hard 

work in upgrading our system. 

We will now focus on training 

people how to use it, so we can 

begin to send out automated 

messages again. This new sys-

tem will allow us to place 

calls, send a text message, and send emails so we can 

reach people in multiple ways. Stay tuned for messages 

about upcoming events and news at St. Mark’s.  

—Tracy Williams, Council President  

Second Quarter Statements  
Second Quarter Statements are on the pew in the 

narthex ready for you to pick up. If you have any ques-

tions about your statement, please feel free to contact me 

by email (loree1943@gmail.com) and let me know. You 

may also call me at 716-4402. 

—Loree Mueller, Financial Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Women of the ELCA  
 

July Circle Meetings: 

 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, July 1 at 10:00 am in Hart 

Hall 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, July 11 at 9:30 am in Hart 

Hall 

Priscilla Circle: No July Meeting 

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

July Men in Mission 
Men in Mission will 

meet at 8:00 am in the fel-

lowship hall on Saturday, 

July 8 since the first Satur-

day is over a holiday week-

end. We will start with a Bi-

ble study followed by refur-

bishment of the sprinkling 

system that has recently been connected to our new well. 

Everyone is welcome to come to one or both parts of our 

fellowship time together. Hope you can make it! 

—Jim Dennis 

Hockey Game 
On October 21, Thrivent Financial will host a 

hockey game with the new Jacksonville Icemen. More 

details will become available over the summer. 
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Reformation Anniversary  
SAVE THE DATE: October 31, 2017 

 
Looking Back & Called Forward: ELCA 500:  
An event commemorating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation   

  

 Please plan to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton on Tuesday, Oct. 31, as she co-hosts a commemo-

ration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  

The event, which will include speakers and a service, 

will be at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation on 

Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Bishop Eaton will be 

joined by co-hosts Indiana-Kentucky Synod Bishop Bill 

Gafkjen, ELCA Vice President Bill Horne and Metropol-

itan Washington, D.C., Synod Bishop Dick Graham.  

The event is open to the public and will be available 

online via livestream. All are invited to participate and 

honor the Reformation anniversary as we bear public 

witness to Christ, who frees us to love and serve our 

neighbor, and as we look to the future to which God is 

calling us.  

Blessings to you as we commemorate this historic 

occasion in our church. 

One-night Movie Event 
Don’t miss this special event: a one-time showing of 
the new Martin Luther film.  
 
August 9 at 7:30 pm at: Cinemark Tinseltown— 
4535 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL, 32216  
 

 This special screening is the perfect outreach oppor-

tunity…a chance to invite friends and neighbors to an 

event in a community setting. This entertaining new film 

follows the great adventure story of Luther’s life, packed 

with political intrigue, kidnappings, and life-or-death 

showdowns. At the same time, it's a story about the most 

important questions of life, including "Who am I?" 

"What is my purpose" and "How do I get right with 

God?" It’s a must-see for any lifelong Lutheran, and a 

chance to share the message of your Lutheran heritage 

with others. And the only place you can see the film is in 

the theater on the night of our church’s special event. 

This is the first time in more than 60 years that Luther-

ans have made a feature-length film about Martin Luther 

and the Reformation. Filmed in historic locations across 

Europe, this movie brings Luther’s story to life with ex-

quisite attention to detail. It’s a chance to strengthen 

your faith by revisiting the birth of Protestant Refor-

mation, and to share that experience with others.  

 

IMPORTANT: All tickets must be purchased in ad-

vance. Tickets must be purchased at a special website set 

up for the screening: www.tugg.com/events/martin-lu-

ther-the-idea-thatchanged-the-world-xrtv  

 

Presented by: First Coast Group of Thrivent Financial 

Music Notes 
The Southeast Region of the American Guild of Organ-
ists Meets in Jacksonville—and at St. Mark’s! 

 

One reason the 

American 

Guild of Or-

ganists exists is 

“to advance the 

cause of organ 

and choral mu-

sic, to increase 

their contribu-

tions to aes-

thetic and reli-

gious experi-

ences, and to 

promote their 

understanding, 

appreciation 

and enjoy-

ment.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Want to know more about the purposes of the AGO? 

Visit www.agohq.org and click the “About” tab.) 

 

 

The convention opened on Sunday 
evening with a hymn festival at the 
Episcopal Church of the Good Shep-
herd. 
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I would like to personally say “Thank you” to St. 

Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for your part in 

helping us to fulfill our purpose. For the last two years, 

our local AGO chapter has worked hard to sponsor a 

convention for the Southeast Region of the guild. Con-

ventions include workshops and concerts that provide 

education and inspiration for our members. 

On Monday of the convention, June 12, 2017, we 

spent the entire morning in San Marco between All 

Saints Episcopal Church, Hendricks Avenue Baptist 

Church, and St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Special thanks goes to Loree Mueller and to Mark and 

Lynette Weber who served as hosts by pointing the way 

to restrooms, directing conventioneers to the nave for 

sessions, and helping as needed. They were truly gra-

cious and met each person with a smile. 

St. Mark’s was the location for a workshop on 

body mapping which teaches musicians how to map 

(align) their bodies for better physical well-being, better 

practice, and better music. It was led by Rhonda Cassano 

who has been a member of Jacksonville Symphony Or-

chestra and currently teaches flute at the University of 

North Florida. Ms. Cassano has also appeared at St. 

Mark’s with the San Marco Chamber Music Society. 

Another workshop at St. Mark’s was led by Dr. 

Cara Tasher, Director of Choral Activities at the Univer-

sity of North Florida. Her engaging presentation gave 

choral directors tips on getting the accuracy and expres-

sion they want from their singers.  

Finally, Donald McCullough led a reading ses-

sion at St. Mark’s. Reading sessions are an important 

part of any convention because they introduce new mu-

sic to directors. Each participant receives a packet of mu-

sic and then we all sing through each title. The session 

included several pieces composed by Mr. McCullough 

who is a well-known composer, Director of the Jackson-

ville Symphony Orchestra Chorus, and the Organist and 

Choirmaster of Jacksonville’s Episcopal Church of the 

Good Shepherd. 

All of these events happened at St. Mark’s. 

Thank you to St. Mark’s for making your space availa-

ble. As your Cantor, I am always happy and proud to 

share our facility with my AGO colleagues. 

Thank you also to the St. Mark’s Foundation. 

Their gift to the con-

vention of $1,000.00 

was one of the first gifts 

we received. It partially 

funded a concert by 

Raúl Prieto Ramírez 

who came from Spain 

to play a thrilling con-

cert at the Cathedral 

Basilica in St. Augus-

tine.  

 

 

 

 

I chaired the 

program book 

committee. 

Our book had 

to include 

schedules, 

concerts, 

workshop de-

scriptions, art-

ist and pre-

senter bios—

and lots of 

other things. I 

am really 

happy that our 

cover featured 

the photog-

raphy of Bill 

Daugherty.  

 

 

Raúl Prieto Ramírez, concert 
organist from Spain. 

Our program book cover featuring pho-
tos by Bill Daugherty. 

The reading session led by Don McCullough at St. 
Mark’s. 
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Our steering committee page credited him with 

these words: The cover photography of Jacksonville’s 

skyline and St. Augustine’s iconic lighthouse is by Bill 

Daugherty, the late husband of Jacksonville AGO mem-

ber, Jane Daugherty. 

The full impact of conventions like ours can 

never truly be known. Organists and directors take new 

techniques and ideas home to their own churches, 

schools, and other venues. They teach them to their stu-

dents and share them with colleagues. It is a great gift 

not just to the individual organist, but to the greater 

church and to the community. 

 

Join Summer Choir 
Join us in singing our great redeemer’s praise! 

The summer choir meets in the music suite at 9:00 

am to rehearse an anthem for the musical offering and 

the liturgical music for the day. We would love to have 

you join us! Ask any choir member for more infor-

mation.  

—Tony Cruz, Cantor  

Devotionals for July 
 “Global Church Minutes are short, one minute or 

less, prayers [for] 2017 and serve as a reminder of our 

connection to our brothers and sisters around the world.”   

Through 2017, I am placing a month’s worth of these 

ELCA devotionals in each Messenger.      

—Gina Olson  
July 2: 

God who orders our lives, remind us of the ways you 

call us to order our lives through our welcome of others. 

Thanks be to you for the people of ELCA congregations 

who support global ministries welcoming our brothers 

and sisters to hear the good news. May the welcome you 

show us in Jesus Christ reverberate in all our interactions 

and in all the ways we live and serve with others, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

July 9: 
Comforting God, who calls us to lay our burdens to 

rest, help us see the burdens in the world that we can lay 

to rest through your guidance. Praise to you for all peo-

ple who hear the call to accompany and serve with peo-

ple throughout the world in missions supported by the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. May all peo-

ple serving you outside this land feel the lightness of 

your yoke and, through faith in you, accomplish all that 

you have set out for them in their service, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

July 16: 
 God, whose gift of faith allows us to witness to your 

love, let our hearts be good soil for the seed of your 

word. Praise to you for the work of International Women 

Leaders that empowers women leaders throughout the 

world. Thanks be to you for the efforts of women in our 

congregations whom you guide to support this important 

work. Through our work to raise up leaders, may the 

good soil of our hearts witness to the love you have 

shown us in your Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

July 23: 
 Ever-present God, who continues to speak in our 

world, open our ears to listen to your word, through the 

work of your Spirit. Praise to you for the work of our 

Young Adults in Global Mission and all the people and 

congregations that support the work of accompaniment 

in which these young adults participate. May our ears be 

open to hear the stories of these young adults and may 

these stories shape us, through faith, to see how you con-

tinue to work in our world, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

July 30: 
 God of all eternity, whose gift of faith is greater than 

anything we can imagine and who does not allow any-

thing to separate us from your love, empower us to live 

lives of service resting in your eternal and unconditional 

love. Praise to you for the work of the ELCA and Lu-

theran missionaries in preventing new cases of malaria 

throughout the world. Send your Spirit of power to in-

spire all who work to end this preventable disease and 

give us all faith that your love may be shown, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for July 2017 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, July 1 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, July 2 
Fourth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Ron Eckels  Leslie Allen  Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, July 9  
Fifth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Eric Olson  Janet Gray  Mary Lou Weidenmier & Nicki Hassell 

Saturday, July 15 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson  

Sunday, July 16 
Sixth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

John Trainer Amelia Jorn  Mary Lou Weidenmier & Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, July 23 
Seventh Sunday After 
Pentecost  

Gary Pudimat Bridget Pudimat Renee Roath & Jeni & Naomi Heneghan  

Sunday, July 30 
Eighth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Steve Hicks  Neil Daraskevich Renee Roath & Jeni & Naomi Heneghan 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John 

Saturday, July 1   

Sunday, July 2 
Fourth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Gwin Reiser Grace Maszy  

Sunday, July 9  
Fifth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Mary Mittelstadt Becca Jorn  

Saturday, July 15   

Sunday, July 16 
Sixth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Mary Cusick  Miora Rambeloarisoa 

Sunday, July 23 
Seventh Sunday After 
Pentecost  

Marge Broward Ian Heneghan  

Sunday, July 30 
Eighth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Patrice Roux-Neal  Nolan Pudimat 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fellowship Hosts 
Would you like to bring food for 

Fellowship Hour? Write your 

name(s) on the sign-up sheet be-

hind the large table in Hart Hall. 

With many people traveling at dif-

ferent times, new volunteers make 

a difference during the summer. 
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July 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 
   1 

10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 Family Promise 

Host Week Begins  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

3 Family  

Promise Host 

Week 
 
 

4 Family  

Promise Host 

Week 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
No Yoga Today  

5 Family  

Promise Host 

Week 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

6 Family  

Promise Host 

Week 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

7 Family  

Promise Host 

Week 
 

8 Family Prom-

ise Host Week 
8:00 am Men in Mis-
sion @ Fellowship Hall 
(All are welcome!)  

9 Family Promise 

Host Week Ends 

9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

10 

6:30 pm Nourish 
Meeting @ Library 

11 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle Social @ Hart 
Hall  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

12 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
6:30 pm Council and 
Call Committee 
Meeting @ Library 

13 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

14 
  
 

15 Content for 

August  

Messenger Due 
 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

16  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
  

17 
6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library  

18 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

19 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

20 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
  

21 
  

22 
 

23 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

24 Vacation 

Bible School 
  

25 Vacation 

Bible School 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

26  Vacation 

Bible School 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   

 27  Vacation 

Bible School 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room 

28  Vacation 

Bible School 
 

29 

30 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 

 

31 
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library  
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 July Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
     

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly 

and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson does 
layout and editing for both of them.  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and 
The Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month.  

 
   

Ruth Voss                                         July 4 

Barbara Brown                                  July 5 

Steve Hicks                                       July 8 

Ginger Hudson                                  July 8 

Kyle Brown                                       July 9 

Jane Kilby                                       July 10 

Jane Daugherty                               July 11 

Jeanette Snyder                               July 11 

Joan Snyder                                     July 15 

Gary Pudimat                                  July 17 

David Swan                                     July 18 

Tracy Williams                               July 22 

Jenny Hicks                                     July 23 

Joseph Baker Williams                   July 23 

Marie Friedsam                               July 24 

Mark Bryant                                    July 25 

Marjorie Broward                           July 28 

Tara Harrison                                  July 29 

Mary Lou Weidenmier                   July 31  

Anniversaries 
John & Mary Cox                             July 2 

Alonzo & Judy Batson                    July 10 

Larry & Rose Tallman                    July 11 

Call Committee 
Alonzo Batson: Co-Chair Person 
Elizabeth Jenkins: Co-Chair Person 
Gina Olson 
Gary Pudimat 
Renée Roath 
Mark Weber 
 
   For updates on the call process, 
please read The Lion’s Roar.  

Correct Address 
Esther Hixon 

Taylor Manor Assisted 

Living Facility 

6605 Chester Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32217  
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
9:30 am                                      
 
A nursery is available.  

Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Patrick Bell   Interim Pastor 

Phone: 904-249-9925 
Cell phone: 904-229-7438 
Email: pbell47@yahoo.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary 
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison    
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 
Randy Rahe 
Ray Booth 
Jim Dennis 
John Trainer 
 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

 


