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From the Pastor 
June 1-3, three members of St. Mark’s and I at-

tended the 2018 Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly in 

Kissimmee, Florida. The theme verse for this year’s as-

sembly was “I came that [you] may have life and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10b). Bishop Suarez began the as-

sembly by asserting that “abundant life is life for the 

sake of the other.” Our new life in Jesus Christ through 

the waters of baptism is one of abundance. Bishop went 

on to suggest that abundant life that Jesus offers is far 

more precious “than material and social achievement or 

accomplishment.” Rather, abundant life in Christ is 

deeply rooted in the love of God for God’s people, 

shown in the resurrection; and it sustains us in faith.  

Bishop continued by saying, “Abundant life results in 

growth, vitality, fruit, and generosity. Abundant life is 

bold, creative, innovative and open to possibilities.  
 

 
 

Abundant life embraces and engages all aspects of diver-

sity. Jesus came so that we might have life…and have it 

abundantly.”  

On Friday night, the Bishop gave his report on 

the status of the Florida-Bahamas Synod. In his report he 

emphasized the vision of the synod by proposing three 

elements for further development: ministerial vitality,  

intentional diversity, and healthy leadership. Rooted 

in these three elements of vitality, diversity and leader- 

ship, the synod hopes to elaborate a strategy that will  

enhance our ministries around our synod, beginning this 

fall.  
 

 
 

On Saturday I attended a workshop called, 

“Claiming Our Strengths and Assets.” The material of 

the workshop was rooted in Luther Snow’s book, The 

Power of Asset Mapping. One of our exercises was to list 

and define are assets. This is something I have done 

mentally since arriving at St. Mark’s, and it was very af-

firming to see these assets written out. St. Mark’s is a 

very blessed and gifted community of faith. We have tre-

mendous resources (beyond financial) within our congre-

gation, and I look forward to seeing how God will have 

us best use those gifts in the months to come. 

On the final day of assembly, it is tradition to 

recognize and celebrate both ordination anniversaries 

and congregational anniversaries. The Bishop announced 

and applauded congregations celebrating anniversaries in 

increments of five years. After several impressive anni-

versaries, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was recognized as 

we celebrate 80 years of ministry. We were the oldest 

congregation to celebrate a 5-year anniversary. We do 

not take this anniversary lightly, and we look forward to 

celebrating it on October 14!  
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Lastly, I want to lift a powerful moment from our 

keynote presentation.  Our keynote speaker, The Rev. 

Dr. David Lose, expanded on the theme of abundant life. 

In part one of his keynote address, Dr. Lose invited us to 

reflect on what, or ultimately who, is calling us. He 

beautifully illustrated his presentation using the mytho-

logical stories of Odysseus and Orpheus as they each en-

countered sirens on their journey. Sirens lived on rocky 

islands and sang such beautiful songs that enticed sailors 

to approach their shores. As sailors were lured in, their 

boats would hit the rocks and crash. Odysseus avoided 

the sirens by plugging wax in the ears of his sailors and 

tying himself to the mast of the ship to avoid being lured. 

Orpheus was said to have played the most beautiful mu-

sic on the lyre, so beautiful that he was able to play and 

soften the heart of Hades to release his wife Eurydice. 

Orpheus accompanied the Argonauts on their ship and, 

as they approached the sirens, Orpheus drew his lyre to 

play a louder and more beautiful song than all the sirens, 

thereby allowing the ship to pass the rocky islands with-

out temptation. Dr. Lose emphasized that the sirens of a 

material world, the stories of consumption and greed that 

bid us listen and follow are a false, seductive narra-

tives.  They are stories of deception, or “thieves and ban-

dits” (John 10). Like Odysseus, we may at times be able 

to avoid or resist the temptations of their deceptions. 

However, it is ultimately God that is calling us with a 

louder, more beautiful song of love than all the world 

can sing. Our abundant life in Christ is the fruit of this 

love.  

—Pastor Daniel Locke 

From the Council President 
Dear St. Mark’s Members, 

The next council meeting is July 23rd.  

—Ray Booth, Council President  
(904) 673-0048 | RayBooth55@gmail.com 

From the Ark Director 

 
 

Reading Day was lots of fun for our children. 

They had many “celebrity” readers. Parents, Grandpar-

ents, Aunts and Church Members took the time to 

engage our children. Even the infants had readers. There 

are many special stories from that day, but I will only 

share a few.  

Katie Royal read turtle books and brought stuffed 

turtles to the Turtle class. Yes, I sent her to that class be-

cause I could not resist it. The Turtles are only one-year 

old, but hey sat on the floor and listened to the story. As 

they got a little squirmy, they got to touch the plush tur-

tles. They loved it.  

Gammy Shaw was so excited. She read books 

about dinosaurs and the Fourth of July. She also brought 

in toy dinos, red, white, and blue cupcakes and American 

flags for each child in the Polar Bear class. Later in the 

day, her Grandson was playing with one of the dinosaurs 

and said, “Ms. Patrice, we are having so much fun with 

our new dinosaurs.” 

Each child received a book to take home at the 

end of the day. The following people made Reading Day 

special for our little ones… Betsy Morgan, Jeanette 

Snyder, Lynette Weber, Brandon Ashby, Kelly Davis, 

Jamie Olinto, Ron Eckels, Debbie Shaw, Billie Hickox, 

Sarah Foster, Katie Royal, Ashley Joseph, Tammy 

Wright, Mary Swart, Christen Luikait, Connie Marsden, 

Lindsey Lloyd, and Jane Daugherty. 

—Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark   
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Baby Locke Parental Leave 
Pastor Daniel and Sarah are expecting their baby on July 

29. Please note that once the baby is born, St. Mark's 

Council has granted Pastor Daniel 2-weeks of Parental 

Leave.  Information regarding Pastoral supply will be 

announced soon.   

Music Notes 
We invite all singers to join us during the summer 

months when we sing anthems that we can learn quickly 

in a short rehearsal. Very often they are based on famil-

iar hymn tunes. Reading music is helpful, but isn't usu-

ally necessary in the summer months. 
We meet in the music suite on Sunday morning 

at 9:00. I hope you will join us! 

—Tony Cruz, Cantor 

Women of the ELCA 
July Circle Meetings: 

 

Priscilla Circle: No Meeting  

 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, July 10 at      

9:30 am in Library   

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 
 

Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly  
I felt the Florida-Bahamas 2018 Synod Assembly 

was an awesome experience! The assembly was full of 

spiritual, inspiring, practical, informative and fun mo-

ments. I would also like to let you know that the Florida-

Bahamas Synod is working to make the ELCA churches 

more unified and inclusive for ALL God’s children, as it 

should be. I very much enjoyed meeting our new Bishop. 

Bishop Pedro Suarez is funny, smart and has a heart for 

All people. 

We had worship, elections, speakers, workshops, 

networking, Death by Chocolate and more. We were 

busy the whole weekend and I learned so much. Two 

things stood out for me that I would like to share. 

First, our Keynote Speaker was Dr. Reverend 

David Lose. He talked about how, if we consider our Bi-

bles HOLY, we would look at them differently. He said, 

“consider the Holy Bible as stories to be told to others 

not as a reference book like an encyclopedia because 

you’re not transformed by reference books, however you 

ARE transformed by the HOLY Bible and its stories.” 

So basically, just share your story of God in your life 

with others, because stories are powerful and they help 

us connect to each other; they communicate what we 

deeply believe and they give us hope in a way that facts 

from a reference book can’t. This was a wonderful,  

inspiring message that I wanted to share with St. Mark’s. 

Just share YOUR personal story of how God works in 

YOUR life with others! And, voilà’, you will be sharing 

the Good News of the Gospel to others! If you would 

like to learn more from this dynamic speaker, check out: 

www.davidlose.net 

Second, was a Divine Personal Experience. One 

of the workshops I attended was “Walking the Laby-

rinth”. This experience was pretty powerful! I walked 

the Labyrinth and after meditating, came away with the 

message: “Be Not Afraid, For I Am With You”. This 

was significant to me because I am dealing with a diffi-

cult situation in my life right now, and I need God more 

than ever to guide me. What was powerful about the 

message, was the next day after the workshop in the 

worship service, there was a line capitalize in our guide-

book in the middle of the worship service, that said the 

exact same thing: BE NOT AFRAID FOR I AM WITH 

YOU. Coincidence or Divine? Now the weird part, I 

went back through the guidebook at that worship service 

the next day, to look for the line again but could not find 

it there. The following day I went to look for a birthday 

card for my granddaughter in our computer room, there I 

found a journal I had bought years ago and on the cover 

were the words “Fear Not For I Am With You - Isaiah 

41:10.” I believe the Holy Spirit definitely spoke to me 

in a very personal way and I felt compelled to share my 

experience with others! 

 I was moved and inspired by how much 

God loves me personally! I think God loves us all that 

way, we need only to be still and listening, to hear Him 

speak to us! 

—Debora Koepke  

 

The weather was great. The accommodations 

were comfortable and the meeting was friendly. The 

traveling was safe and filled with relationship develop-

ment in the car. The Synod Assembly was Christ cen-

tered and spirit uplifting each day. 

DO NOT BE AFRAID. I was amazed at how 

many times this message is mentioned in the Bible. Our 

keynote speaker emphasized this and made it relevant to 

today’s situations. Pastor David Lose, our keynote 

speaker both days, wrapped his talks around the subjects 

http://www.davidlose.net/
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of how the Spirit supports us and gives us the courage to 

be followers of Christ. He spoke about the two types of 

truth, factual and narrative. In our group we discussed 

factual stories in our lives and then narrative stories in 

our lives. We all concluded that narrative accounts of our 

religious experiences were more powerful, more hopeful, 

allowed for greater communication and gave each lis-

tener a greater sense of truth.  

I participated in the Global Mission as Accompa-

niment for both workshops. The participants were from 

ELCG – Guyana, ELH – Haiti, Suriname, and Jamaica, 

as a mission of accompaniment it was emphasized that 

the church body, ELCA. must walk hand-in-hand, arms 

linked together, to carry out the missions of these inter-

national church bodies. It is important for the ELCA 

church body to understand the nuances of the peoples of 

these countries and the limitations of these countries. 

The synod has adopted the seeds for Haiti as one of the 

Global Mission initiatives. The President of the Semi-

nary of Jamaica spoke of the need for information tech-

nology assistance. 

I thank St. Mark’s for the opportunity to repre-

sent the church at this assembly. 

—Alonzo L. Batson Jr. 

 

 

 
 

At the beginning of June, I had the opportunity to 

attend my second Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly. I 

previously attended in 2015 and though 2018 is only 

three years later, I had a much different experience. The 

Assembly always includes some business (voting, etc.), 

but some years are business-heavy and others include 

workshops. 2015 was a business year and 2018 was a 

workshop year.  

I attended two workshops—the first on “Wel-

coming the Stranger” by Lutheran Immigration and Ref-

ugee Service (LIRS) and the second about diakonia (St. 

Mark’s will serve as a location for classes this year). If 

anything, I wish I could’ve attended more workshops 

and I wish the Assembly had lasted a few more days. 

But, as Debora reminded me, people have to return to 

work after the weekend.  

Speaker David Lose, who spoke to the whole As-

sembly, drew me in with his presentation skills and fre-

quent discussion of story and narrative. The diakonia 

workshop interested me in attending diakonia classes af-

ter graduate school. Yet, upon entering the room for the 

LIRS presentation, I knew that I wanted to write about 

this presentation for The Messenger.  

The time leading up to the presentation felt like a 

study of place. I arrived at the workshop before anyone 

else and talked with the presenter who lives in Balti-

more. I told her about my upcoming move to Garden 

City, New York. A while later, some youth representa-

tives entered and invited me to sit with them. I discov-

ered that even though I can find Eritrea on a map, I had 

never heard of Sebastian, Florida.  

We finished our conversations and the presenta-

tion began. The representative from LIRS had everyone 

stand, instructing people only to sit if they had immi-

grated to the US or had traveled or knew someone, etc. 

She narrowed down the group to emphasize that immi-

gration impacts us all.  

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service is an 

organization I’m familiar with. Representatives have 

spoken at St. Mark’s and at the University of North Flor-

ida. Yet each time I hear a presentation or volunteer with 

a refugee service organization, I learn more stories and 

facts.  

During my first semester at the University of 

North Florida, I participated in a class called Honors 

Colloquium (with a refugee and immigration theme**) 

and first heard a definition of refugee. I knew absolutely 

nothing about refugees or the many refugee experiences 

before this class. A refugee is “a person who has been 

forced to leave their country in order to escape war, per-

secution, or natural disaster*.” These people have been 

“forced” rather than given a choice and have left to es-

cape horrors.  

Many would rather go home than move to the 

United States. This is among many of the facts presented 

by the LIRS speaker. The kind, eager people classified 

as refugees who I’ve worked with talk about how Ameri-

cans “work, work, work” and so they work hard to imi-

tate this work ethic. It is difficult to reach America and 
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difficulty does not stop upon arrival. 

Refugees have to go through a vetting process 

prior to being welcomed to the US. About six major 

agencies must screen them. And once settled, refugees 

only receive assistance for 90 days and must become 

self-sufficient.  

I think it’s easy to stare at a page of facts and pie 

charts or read through a bunch of personal stories in a 

magazine and forget to welcome the stranger or forget to 

see those numbers and images and stories as people. But 

they are people and they matter greatly. Lutheran Immi-

gration and Refugee Service started in 1939 as a re-

sponse to Lutherans who were fleeing Germany and the 

surrounding areas and continues to help many today.  

We have many opportunities to help. We can 

visit the LIRS website, learn about AMMPARO (a rep-

resentative spoke at the LIRS workshop, too), volunteer 

with local partners in Jacksonville, call and write letters 

to advocate for refugees, and much more.  

 

The facts and personal stories abound, but the 

following two stood out to me in the workshop: 

Half of refugees are children.  

When refugees move into a community, crime rates fall 

by an average of around 30%.  

—Gina Olson 

Notes: 

*This definition is from Google. 

**We worked with Catholic Charities, Lutheran Social 

Services, and World Relief. These three organizations 

are active in Jacksonville. Lutheran Social Services of 

Northeast Florida is a local partner of LIRS. 

July Gardening Advice 

 
Essential advice from our Great Master 

Gardener:  Grow peas of mind, lettuce be thankful, 

squash selfishness, turnip to help thy neighbor, and  

always make thyme for loved ones. —Author Unknown 

 

Submitted by Mary Swart 

Men in Mission 
Men in Mission will have their next meeting on  

Saturday, July 14 at 8:00 am in Fellowship Hall. This is a week 
later than usual to avoid the holiday weekend. We will have a 
Bible study/discussion for the first 45 minutes followed by 
doing various chores and maintenance projects around the 
church. All may stay as long as they like. 
    This Bible study is sponsored by the men, but women and 
older children are always welcome. Please join us! 

—Jim Dennis 

School Supply Drive 
 

During the month of July, we will gather school sup-
plies for the children of St. John’s Lutheran Church and the 
Springfield area. Having a new box of crayons, paper, pens, 
and pencils make for a positive learning 
experience. 
      For our 80th anniversary, the goal is to stuff eighty back-
packs with new school supplies. In the July Messenger you 
will see a list of what supplies are needed to complete each 
backpack.  Begin planning now for what items you can put in 
the box located in Hart Hall. If you want to give money or a 
check for this campaign, you may place it in the offering 
plate. Checks should be made out to St. Mark’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church with “School Supplies” noted on the memo 
line. 
      On July 29, 2018, we will bless all the backpacks during 
our worship service.  Later that week, the backpacks will be 
delivered to St. John’s Lutheran Church. We always rejoice in 
the generosity of St. Mark’s people. Thank you all in advance 
for helping the precious children of the Springfield area. 

 – Carl Moser 

Family Promise 
Family Promise Host Week - July 15-22 

 

Our next host week for Family Promise is fast 

approaching.  If you are currently trained as a volunteer, 

please let me know ASAP how you can help!  If you 

would like to be trained, please let me know!  This is a 
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wonderful outreach program and we can always use 

more help.  Thank you for your support. 

—Jane Kilby, Family Promise Coordinator 

Vacation Bible School 

 
We still need your help to make VBS 2018 a success!  
 

Volunteer Roles available: 

• Staging on July 22 

• Break Down July 29 

• Craft Assistants 

• Snack Aide 

• Game Leaders 

A Message From UCOM 
Because of the heat, we 

have been paying attention 

to the neighbors in our com-

munity without any air conditioning in their houses/ 

apartments. Some houses in our community have never 

added air conditioning and some houses/apartments have 

their JEA cut off or try not to use it because they are in a 

"pay as you go" program that can be super expensive.  

So, if you have any fans (box fans, or portable) 

that you are not using we are happy to redistribute them 

to neighbors in need trying to beat the heat. Another item 

is little inflatable pools that families have put out back to 

cool their children down. Please bring any of those items 

to UCOM Monday - Thursday between 9:30am-

12:30pm or call for special arrangements.  

Send Team Update 
Don’t forget….The first Sunday of the month, 

you will continue to see special offering envelopes on 

the pews for UCOM donations. Every dollar adds up so 

please give a little extra if you are able. Our red food cart 

is located by the front door of the church and you can 

drop off any food items for distribution.  

There are a few things to look for in Hart Hall in 

the month of July. There is a box ready to collect your 

school supply donations. You can drop off throughout 

the month of July. We will bless the school supplies on 

July 29. 

You can also sign up for a God’s Work. Our 

Hands T-shirt on the small table in Hart Hall. Look for 

the yellow t-shirts and add your name and size to the list. 

The shirts are free for all. We have children and adult 

sizes. We will place the t-shirt order August 1 and we al-

ways order a few extra. You can wear your shirt from 

previous years as well. There is no date on it so they are 

great to use year after year.   

—Tracy Williams, Send Team Chair 

2020 Oberammergau Passion Plays 
Have you ever wanted to see the Oberammergau Passion 

Play? It is held every 10 years in the Germany town of 

Oberammergau.  There may be several groups organiz-

ing trips to Europe for this event. Below are two being 

organized within the synod. Information about these 

events will be kept on the “Continuing Ed Events” page 

of the Synod Web site.  

1. Alpine Wonders 2020: Pastor Karen Leedahl (Christ 

the King, Sebastian) is leading a tour that includes tick-

ets to the play and much more, July 6-14, 2020. Are you 

or anyone you know interested in learning more? Con-

tact Pastor Karen (kleedahl@gmail.com). You may also 

leave a message at Christ the King in Sebastian:  

772-589-7117. 
 

2. Italy and the Passion Play: George Algozzina (Pro-

gram Director for ALOA-Florida), is leading a trip that 

includes the Passion Play and an 11-day tour of Rome, 

Florence, and Venice, September 22-Oct. 2, 2020.  

Call: 1-800-930-2562 or email: aloa4u@gmail.com.  

Register Online: www.registernow.ittwor ld.com    

Tour Code: Algozzina20 

Synod Assembly Service Project 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

On behalf the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly, 

Harbor House, and St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, I would like to say THANK YOU to all of you 

who contributed to the Service Project. Our gifts, along 

with the gifts of other churches in the Florida-Bahamas 

Synod, are making a positive impact in the lives of those 

mailto:kleedahl@gmail.com
mailto:aloa4u@gmail.com
http://www.registernow.ittworld.com/
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who use the Harbor House services. Harbor House was 

ecstatic at the generosity of the donations. Your contri-

butions were greatly appreciated 

—Debora Koepke 
 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Gifts: 

$ 49.72 Total Cash (to be used for a new generator)                                                                                                                        

$ 80.00 Total Gift Cards                                                                                                            

$129.72 Total Cash w/Gift Cards 

Plus: 2 Large Bath Towels, 4 Bath Towel Sets,                                                                       

5 Sets of Twin Sheets, 1 Blanket 

 

Florida-Bahamas Synod Gifts Total:  

 $1,000 in cash 

 $2,236 in gift cards 

 $900 in coins (about 199 lbs.) 

 A truck (1 bedroom apartment size) 

worth of dry goods, packed full! 

Adult Sunday School 
Coming this Fall… 

Each Sunday following our Worship Service, there will 

be an Adult Sunday School Class. A tentative schedule 

has been created and more details will be released soon.  

Thank you!  
To my St. Mark’s Family,  

Many thanks for all your prayers, cards, visits 

(including Pastor Daniel), transportation and good 

wishes during my hospital and rehab stay. It meant so 

much to me to  have your prayers. Also, I received a 

beautiful prayer shawl while in the hospital. I never let it 

out of my sight! It was just so comforting. 

I appreciate you all, 

Glennis Smith 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Thank You!! Sarah and I are so humbled to be-

long to such a loving and caring community of faith. 

Each and every day we receive affirmation of God's call 

for us to be at St. Mark's. Thank you to everyone who 

planned and participated in the wonderful baby 

shower. Sarah and I were showered with so many gener-

ous gifts. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We 

cannot wait for you to meet baby Locke.  

-Sarah & Daniel 

 

Family Fun Night! 

 

Save the Date! 

 
God’s Work. Our Hands. will be held on Sunday, 

September 9. This is a day of service that is recognized 

across the country with all ELCA churches. It is a day 

that we get to plan and focus on ways to give back to our 

community. In previous years we have done yard work 

at local non-profits, made toiletry kits, created cards for 

the military, made cookies for our local fire station and 

made blankets for the homeless. All of our projects come 

from you, the members of St. Mark’s. If you have any 

ideas for service projects or want to lead an area, please 

email or call, Tracy Williams: tracyb78@yahoo.com or 

904.655.0049 

mailto:tracyb78@yahoo.com
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for July 2018 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Sunday, July 1 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

John Trainer  Debora Koepke Susan Jackson & Nicki Hassell  

Saturday, July 7 Loree Mueller Neil Daraskavich  Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath 

Sunday, July 8 
7th Sunday after Pentecost    

Jane Kilby Karl Koepke  Jeanette Snyder & Susan Jackson  

Sunday, July 15 
8th Sunday after Pentecost    

Eric Olsen  Kevin Dial Bonnye Bell & Jeanette Snyder 

Saturday, July 21 Loree Mueller  Leslie Allen Marieanne Prokop & Renee Roath 

Sunday, July 22 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Gary Pudimat   Bridget Pudimat Mary Cusick & Rachel Mumford 

Sunday, July 29 
10th Sunday after Pentecost    

Steve Hicks John Viescas Mary Cusick & Jenie Heneghan 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Nursery Volunteers 
Sunday, July 1 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Gwin Reiser Tahiana  

Rakotomandriandra 

Angie Powell &  

Arold Rambeloarisoa   

Saturday, July 7    

Sunday, July 8 
7th Sunday after Pentecost    

Gene Thompson & 

   Tom Serdar    

Becca Jorn   Angie Powell & Bonnye Bell   

Sunday, July 15 
8th Sunday after Pentecost    

 Jennifer Treat Miora Rambeloarisoa Angie Powell & Rachel Mumford   

Saturday, July 21    

Sunday, July 22 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Marge Broward    Tahiana  

Rakotomandriandra 

Angie Powell & Bridget Pudimat  

Sunday, July 29 
10th Sunday after Pentecost    

Patrice Roux-Neal Becca Jorn   Angie Powell & Francine Baker   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Date Greeters 
Sunday, July 1 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jenny & Steve Hicks 

Saturday, July 7  

Sunday, July 8 
7th Sunday after Pentecost    

Alonzo & Judy Batson 
 

Sunday, July 15 
8th Sunday after Pentecost    

Mary Jo Marjenhoff 
& Sue Ashby 

Saturday, July 21  

Sunday, July 22 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mary Jo Marjenhoff 
& Mary Cusick 

Sunday, July 29 
10th Sunday after Pentecost    

Alonzo & Judy Batson 
 

July Ushers: Robert & Barbara Brown  
 
 
*If you are unable to serve at your appointed time, please ar-
range for a substitute. Thank you for your service to St. Mark’s!   
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July 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
9:30 am Worship @ Nave  

2 
7:00 pm Jacksonville 
Campus Ministry @ 
Library  

3 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  
 

 

4 
Independence Day! 
  

 

5 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

 

6 
 

7 
5:30 pm Casual/ 
Contemporary  
Worship @ Nave 
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7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

9 
 

10 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Library 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
 

11   
5:30 pm Family Fun 
Night!  
6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave  

12   
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
   

13 

 

14 
8:00 am Men in  
Mission Bible Study & 
Work (All are wel-
come) @ Fellowship 
Hall 
No Priscilla Circle 
Meeting 
 

15  
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Family Promise 

Host Week 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
Deadline for August  
Messenger  

16 
Family Promise 

Host Week 
 

17 
Family Promise 

Host Week 

 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room 
 

18 
Family Promise 

Host Week 
 
12:00 pm Staff/Com-
mittee Reports Due 
5:30 pm Family Fun 
Night!  
6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave 

19 
Family Promise 

Host Week 

 
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library  

20 
Family Promise 

Host Week 
 
 

21 
Family Promise 

Host Week 

 
5:30 pm Casual/ 
Contemporary  
Worship @ Nave 

 

22  
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Family Promise 

Host Week 
 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
  

23 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Vacation Bible 
School  
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library 

24 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Vacation Bible 
School  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

25 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Vacation Bible School  
5:30 pm Family Fun 
Night!  
6:40 pm Evening 
Prayer @ Nave   
 

26 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Vacation Bible 
School  
11:15 am Morning 
Prayer @ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

27 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Vacation Bible 
School  
 

28 
 

29  
10th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
& Ice Cream Social 
10:30 am Council/ 
Congregation Meeting 
@ Library  

30 31 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
  

    



10 

 

 July Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
   

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our 

church home to celebrate 

God’s many gifts. Nourished 

by Christ Jesus and led by the 

Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the 

hope and joy of life in Christ. 

 

Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, 
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We 
live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ 
in service to community. 

Ministry Teams and Committees 
Invite: Bonnye Bell 
Celebrate: Eric Olson   
Nourish: Bridget Pudimat  
Send: Tracy Williams 
Stewardship: Jane Kilby  
Property: Jim Dennis 
Finance: Jane Kilby 
Fellowship: Leslie Allen 
  

Ruth Voss                                                                     July 4 
Barbara Brown                                                            July 5 
Steve Hicks                                                                   July 8  
Ginger Hudson                                                            July 8 
Kyle Brown                                                                   July 9 
Jane Kilby                                                                   July 10 
Jane Daugherty                                                         July 11 
Jeanette Snyder                                                        July 11 
Joan Snyder                                                               July 15 
Gary Pudimat                                                            July 17 
David Swan                                                                July 18 
Tracy Williams                                                           July 22 
Jenny Hick                                                                  July 23 
Joseph Baker Williams                                             July 23 
Marie Friedsam                                                         July 24 
Mark Bryant                                                              July 25 
Marjorie Broward                                                     July 28 
Tara Harrison                                                            July 29 
Mary Lou Weidenmier                                            July 31 

July Anniversaries 
John & Mary Cox                                                         July 2 
Alonzo & Judy Batson                                              July 10 
Larry & Rose Tallman                                               July 11 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is 

distributed weekly and by email (E-Roar), and The 
Messenger is distributed monthly (primarily through 
email, but available in print upon request).  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on 
each Wednesday, and The Messenger deadline is the 
15th day of each month. 

If you have an article for either newsletter, please 
send it to stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.  

        Hello Church Family! My life motto this year is 
“better late, then never.” This can be applied to many 
of life’s tasks; including sending birthday cards, re-
turning phone calls, and this month’s Messenger. I 
appreciate your patience as I get the hang of things 
and balance all of my commitments.  
      I hope you all enjoyed your Independence Day 
with Family + Food + Fireworks! Now, you can take 
some time to decompress and read about this 
month’s happenings in the Church.  

—Ashlyn Kendrick, Editor  
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services: 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm  

 

Sunday Morning at 9:30 am  

Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.  

 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday  

9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

The office is closed on national holidays.  

 Ministry Staff 
Pastor Daniel Locke   Pastor    

Phone: (828) 638-3280 

Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com 

                                                               

Tony Cruz   Cantor 

Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 

Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com 

 

Congregational Council  
Ray Booth  President (2019) 
Phone: (904) 673-0048   
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com 

 

John Trainer  Vice-President (2019) 

Elizabeth Jenkins  Secretary (2020) 

Jane Kilby  Treasurer (2018) 

Tracy Williams (2018) 

Bridget Pudimat (2018) 

Leslie Allen (2018) 

Jim Dennis (2019) 

Alonzo Batson (2020) 

Bonnye Bell (2020) 

 
St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal  

Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

Office phone: 904-346-0404 

Email: director@stmarksark.com 

Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact Us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  

 
Facebook Page (Public): 
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax  

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join): 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/ 

 

Instagram Account (Public): 

@stmarksjaxelca 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Ashlyn Kendrick  
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com 

 

 

 


