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From the Pastor
Have you ever found yourself in a moment of confliction? Have you experienced the kind of moment that
leaves your stomach turning because you’re struggling to
decide between two opposite, yet appealing choices? To
be certain, I don’t mean choosing between steak or
chicken at the restaurant or choosing Coke or Pepsi at
the gas station. I don’t even mean choosing between
FSU and Florida in a big game, however gut wrenching
it might be.
I am talking about the choices that conflict our spiritual and moral values. For example, defending a belief
knowing that you’ll face ridicule, persecution, or ostracism. Choosing to defy authority and act with your conscience knowing that you’ll encounter retribution or punishment. “Fitting in” with the crowd for the sake of not
being the victim even though you know the crowd is
wrong.
There was a vacant lot across the street from the
house in which I grew up. My friends and I were very
fond of this vacant lot because the heavy tree line set it
apart from the road and we could ride our bikes up the
embankment and pretend we were in a fort. But what really made this lot a perfect childhood hideout was the
pile of giant boulders carelessly tossed into the woods.
The boulders were remnants from building the house
across the street. The boulders were huge! They piled on
top of one another, making pathways from one rock to
the next. We could crawl, climb, and jump our way
around this rock-fort while our imaginations run wild. I
specifically remember one giant, flat rock that protruded
from the ground. It towered next to a large, car-sized
boulder, and the pathway between the two was quite narrow.
One day as my friends and I were racing among the
rocks I stepped perfectly into the narrow pathway. My
foot was lodged tight and I fell flat on my face, barely
able to catch myself. I was stuck. Literally, you could
say that I was stuck between a rock and a hard place. I
was stuck, and as I screamed for help a full-body panic

was set-off within me. I wiggled and struggled as hard as
I could but it seemed that there was nothing I could do.
Our moments of confliction are much like my foot
landing perfectly between the rocks. It was never my intention to become stuck, nor did I ever expect that I
would be caught in such a precarious, panic-inducing situation and yet, there I was—between a rock and a hard
place.
What is your reaction in a situation of conflict? What
is your response when you are metaphorically stuck between a rock and a hard place? Each of us are confronted
daily with difficult, moral and spiritual choices. We
weigh the options, anticipate all reactions and consequences, and then choose.
Friends, the good news is that we are not alone in
these situations and experiences. On Wednesday nights
during Lent we will continue to hear, reflect, and identify with various moments of personal struggle in the Bible. Each Wednesday we will meet a character caught
between a rock and a hard place. Let us continue to learn
together through these Bible stories how to journey with
Christ through a conflict-ridden, difficult world.
—Pastor Daniel Locke

From the Council President
Dear Members of St. Mark’s,
Patrice Roux-Neal hosted our annual Council retreat
in her home on February 17 and it was a productive session for Council members. I have attended the monthly
Finance Committee meeting and the Ark Board meeting
so I can become more familiar with those groups. Our ad
hoc IT committee has begun its work.
The Council met on February 26 and these are the
highlights of that meeting:
1. As the final step of our call process, we will have a
Healthy Congregation retreat on Friday, April 27 (in
the evening) and Saturday, April 28 (daytime.) The retreat will be held at St. Mark’s and will be led by Pastor Don Reiter. This retreat is designed to help us
move in a positive direction and avoid the mistakes of
our past. I hope you will plan on attending this event.
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7. Jim Dennis has previous been responsible for “property” issues and that label has come to include “Men
in Mission,” the physical facilities, and all information
technology matters. We will divide those three areas.
Jim will remain responsible for “Men in Mission.”
We need interested and available people to serve on a
property maintenance committee and we need one or
more people to assume responsibility for information
technology.

2. The Ad Hoc Committee on Information Storage, Retrieval, and Archiving is moving forward with steps to
protect the storage of our data as well as its privacy.
If you want to participate on this committee or if you
have questions or suggestions, contact committee
chair John Trainer.
3. Cottage meetings are being held and have been a positive experience for all attending. These meetings provide an excellent opportunity to spend more time with
our pastor in an informal setting and for congregation
members to become better acquainted with one another. If you would like to sign up for a meeting, there
are sign-up sheets posted in the Narthex. You can also
contact Elizabeth Jenkins for more information.

8. We will be studying the usage of our facilities by outside groups and considering a new policy and procedure for fees and usage.
9. Our next Council meeting will be on Monday, March
26 at 6:30 pm. Any member of the congregation is
welcome to attend.

4. The Council heard a presentation from Bill Ahrens regarding iCare. This is a group which has been supported by St. Mark’s in the past but we did not pay
dues to iCare in 2016 or 2017. Council will reflect on
the information provided by Bill, conduct some further investigation, and consider this matter at our
March meeting.

Feel free to call me any time you have a question or
concern that you would like to have considered by the
Council. I appreciate the opportunity to serve you!
—Ray Booth, Council President
(904) 673-0048 cell
RayBooth55@gmail.com

5. Our current office copier lease will expire later this
year. Jane Kilby has solicited proposals and negotiated details for a lease that will provide much better
service with a substantial cost savings to St. Mark’s.
This was approved and we have our new copier in
place. If you periodically use the office copier, contact
Jane to schedule training for the new copier.

Women of the ELCA
March Circle Meetings:
Priscilla Circle: Thursday, March 8 at
7:00 pm in the library
Deborah Circle: Tuesday, March 13 at
9:30 am in Hart Hall

6. We have appointed an Ad Hoc Committee for Maintenance, Repair, and Modernization of Physical Plant of
St. Mark’s. This committee will investigate the needs
of our physical facilities (electrical, plumbing, roofing, security, etc.) and equipment (kitchen appliances,
fire protection, etc.) over the next 10 years, as well as
significant aspects of beautification and modernization of our facilities. The committee will try to determine the current cost of each identified need, prioritize those needs, and then work with the Finance Committee to develop a plan for funding those needs before we have failures of essential components. The
members who have volunteered to participate in this
committee are Darryl Kendrick, Rusty Snyder, Larry
Wertz, Bob Wofford, John Mumford, Mary Swart,
and Elizabeth Jenkins. If you want to participate on
this committee, or if you want to provide input on
maintenance needs, please contact Elizabeth Jenkins.

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings
and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904)
730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information.

Class on Lutheran Liturgy
Attend a four week course on “Our Lutheran Liturgy.” We will meet in the San Marco Room around
10:45 am. Upcoming classes:
3/4
3/11

Lutheran composers from Bach to Haugen
Our current hymnal and its liturgy

Tony Cruz will add insights and information along
the way. You do not need to attend every session as they
will be fairly independent of each other, so come when
you can! I look forward to seeing you there.
—Jim Dennis
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help us to name our own selfishness and sinful individuality.
It has long been the tradition to withhold the use of
flowers in the sanctuary during the season of Lent. St.
Mark’s has held fast to this tradition and typically displays a bare retable (brick ledge behind the altar). In
2017, the Celebrate committee visited a nearby parish
for a prayer service and was struck by their use of cacti
in the worship space. The presence of the cacti enhanced
their experience of Lent as a wilderness journey as they
recalled Jesus being tempted in the desert. After much
discussion, the Celebrate committee voted unanimously
for the use of cacti this Lent. Thus, the cactus is intended
not as a stumbling block but rather as a visual aid for the
season of Lent.
—Pastor Daniel Locke

Lenten Soup & Salad Suppers Schedule
March 7: Tomato Soup &
Grilled Cheese Sandwiches (Patrice RouxNeal)
March 14: Chicken &
Wild Rice Soup (Deborah
Peterson)
March 21: Brunswick
Stew (Leslie Allen)
$5 for adults and $2 for children with a $10 maximum
per family. Reservations are not required.

Lion's Pride
Bring your own brown bag
lunch and join the Lion’s
Pride bunch on March 9 at
12 Noon in Hart Hall. Our
speaker will be Jan Miller
from Grace Ministry of
Helping Hands. Alice
Trainer will host.

Valparaiso University Chorale
The Valparaiso University Chorale will perform a
concert at St. Mark's at 7:00 pm on Friday, March 9.
The 43-voice Chorale has served four residencies at
the St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, Germany—making it
the only collegiate American choir to enjoy such a strong
relationship with the church of Johann Sebastian Bach.
The Chorale returned in June 2012 for their fourth residency, marking the 800th anniversary of the St. Thomas
Church and its choir, the Thomanerchor.
As hosts, we will need to provide an evening meal
(probably around 5:00 pm). Please let Tony Cruz know
if you are able to provide a casserole for that meal. These
are college kids, so please prepare something that college kids would enjoy.
We also need to provide housing for half of the students. Again, contact Tony if you are able to assist.
Overnight hosts will need to feed the singers breakfast
and return them to the church on Saturday morning so
they can continue their tour.

Why Cacti?
The cactus is an incredibly unique plant, known not
only for its physically intimidating exterior but also for
its ability to sustain life in the driest places on earth. Between its self-reliance and defensive exterior, the cactus
appears as a very independent and un-welcoming plant.
Theophrastus, the
Greek “father of
botany” used the
name κάκτος (kaktos),
which means “spiny
plant whose identity is
unknown.” Lent begins
with Ash Wednesday when we confess
our sins and remember that we are created from dust and
to dust we shall return. At Easter, we celebrate our baptism into the Lord’s death and resurrection. From dust to
resurrection we acknowledge that our identity is inextricably connected to Christ. The Lenten season is a selfexploration and reflection of the aspects of our life that
challenge that identity. Visually the cactus is a reminder
of the wilderness journey of Lent. From Israelites in the
desert to the temptation of Jesus, the cactus draws us into
the wandering experience of God’s people. Its spikes
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AED in Hart Hall

Prayer Shawl Ministry

In case of a cardiac emergency, we now have an
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) mounted on the
wall in Hart Hall near the clock. While training to use
the machine is preferable, it is not required as the directions are very clear and are made for lay persons to use.
For those who are interested, I will offer a CPR/AED
class in the fall (too much on the calendar at present!). Should you have any questions about the AED,
please let me know.
—Jane Kilby

A few years ago, we had an
active prayer shawl ministry at St.
Mark’s. We knitted or crocheted
many prayer shawls to be given to
those in need of comfort. You may
remember when a tall ladder was
placed over some of the pews one
Sunday and the shawls were hung
on it to be blessed before being
given. The recipients of the shawls
treasured them very much. We have a few left, but not
many. This is a project you can do at home in your spare
time, but it is also a good group project.
If you are interested in starting this ministry again,
please call me at 880-0759 or email me at
sashby8525@aol.com.
—Sue Ashby

Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly
The Florida-Bahamas
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will
meet on June 1-3, 2018 at the
Embassy Suites in Kissimmee,
Florida. The Synod Assembly is
the highest legislative authority
of the Synod. Per Synod constitution we can send two lay members from our congregation as voting delegates. We
may additionally choose from among our voting members a young person age 15 through 22. St. Mark’s will
cover registration, travel, and hotel expenses for its voting members. If you are interested in representing St.
Mark’s at the 2018 Synod Assembly please contact Pastor Daniel by March 15.

Easter Lily Order Form
Your name (please print) ______________________
Number of Easter lilies __________
“In honor of” OR “In memory of” (Circle one)
_____________________________________
______________________________________
_____ My plant may be delivered to a shut-in.

Policies and Procedures Manual

_____ I will pick up my plant for personal use.

Council has approved the new Policies and Procedures Manual, which can be found in a binder, along
with the constitution, in Hart Hall. Should you have any
questions or thoughts for tweaks or additions, please feel
free to speak with any member of council. This document should be considered fluid and adaptable to changing needs and conditions. Thank you.
—Jane Kilby, Congregation Treasurer

Easter lilies will be available for pick up
following the 9:30 am service on Easter
Sunday, April 1.
Please return this form and payment of
$12 to the office, or place in offering plate
by Sunday, March 25. Place the notation
on your check “Easter Lily”.

New Copier!

Amount enclosed $ _____________________

Our copier lease is up for renewal this year and I
have received bids from various companies regarding
this service. The Finance Committee and council have
approved the proposal from Konica Minolta and the new
machine arrived on February 28th! The savings to St.
Mark's are over $200 a month! We continue to look for
means of being cost-effective and maintaining sound fiscal management.
—Jane Kilby, Congregation Treasurer
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Worship Assistant Schedule for March 2018
Date
Saturday, March 3
Sunday, March 4

Assisting Minister

Lector

Loree Mueller

Altar Guild
Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

Gary Pudimat

Alonzo Batson

Nicki Hassell & Jeni Heneghan

Ron Eckels

Dale Gatz

Rachel Mumford & Mary Cusick

rd

3 Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 11
th

4 Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 17
Sunday, March 18

Loree Mueller

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

John Trainer

Janet Gray

Francine Baker & Mary Cusick

Steve Hicks

John Viescas

Mary Cusick & Elizabeth Jenkins

Jane Kilby

Bridget Pudimat

Eric Olson

Gina Olson

Ellen Olson

Jane Kilby

th

5 Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 25
Sunday of the Passion/Palm
Sunday

Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday

Friday, March 30
Good Friday

Saturday, March 31
Easter Vigil

Date
Saturday, March 3
Sunday, March 4

Order of St. John

Nursery Volunteers

Nolan Pudimat

rd

3 Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 11

Tahiana Rakotomandrindra

Angie Powell & Gina Olson

Grace Maszy

Angie Powell & Francine Baker

Becca Jorn

Angie Powell & Arold Rambeloarisoa

th

4 Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 17
Sunday, March 18
th

5 Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 25
Sunday of the Passion/Palm
Sunday

Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday

Friday, March 30
Good Friday

Saturday, March 31
Easter Vigil

Ushers for March: John & Rachel Mumford
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March 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

1

2

3

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Cottage
Meeting @ Home of
Joyce & Larry Wertz

4

Friday
11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship @
Nave

3rd Sunday in
Lent

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 4th Sunday in

12

13

14

15

16

17

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:30 am Adult Sunday
School @ San Marco
Room
10:30 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
10:30 am Kindergarten
through 3rd Grade Sunday School @ Classroom
next to “Nursery”

Lent

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Family Promise Host
Week Starts

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:30 am Adult Sunday
School @ San Marco
Room
10:30 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
10:30 am Kindergarten
through 3rd Grade Sunday School @ Classroom
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5th Sunday in

5:00 pm Mid-Week
Dinner @ Fellowship
Hall
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:30 pm Worship @
Nave
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal @ Music
Suite

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Priscilla Circle @ Library

Deadline for
April
Messenger

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
12:00 pm Lion’s
Pride Luncheon @
Hart Hall
7:00 Valparaiso
Chorale @ Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

7:00 pm Cottage Meeting @ Home of Cindy
Harkrider

5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship @
Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29 Maundy

30 Good Fri-

31 Easter Vigil

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Maundy
Thursday Service @
Nave

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
7:00 pm Good Friday Service @
Nave

9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:30 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
10:30 am Kindergarten
through 3rd Grade Sunday School @ Classroom

9:30 am Palm Sunday
Service @ Nave
10:30 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
10:30 am Children’s Sunday School @ Classroom
5:30 pm Youth Group @
Hart Hall
5:30 pm Youth Group @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm San Marco
Chamber Music Society
Concert @ Nave

9:30 am Deborah
Circle @ Hart Hall
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Nourish
Meeting @ Library
7:30 pm Community
Band Rehearsal @
Fellowship Hall

5:00 pm Mid-Week
Dinner @ Fellowship
Hall
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:30 pm Worship @
Nave
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal @ Music
Suite
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Lent

25 Palm Sunday

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

6:30 pm Council Meeting @ Library

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Finance
Committee Meeting
@ Conference Room
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band Rehearsal @
Fellowship Hall

12:00 pm Staff &
Committee Reports
Due
5:00 pm Mid-Week
Dinner @ Fellowship
Hall
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:30 pm Worship @
Nave
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal @ Music
Suite
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal @ Music
Suite
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6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
@ Library

Thursday

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave

day

10:30 am WELCA &
St. Mark’s Youth
Easter Egg Hunt

7:00 pm Easter Vigil
with music & readings
@ Nave

March Birthdays
Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission
We invite all people to our
church home to celebrate
God’s many gifts. Nourished
by Christ Jesus and led by the
Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the
hope and joy of life in Christ.
Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people,
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We
live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ
in service to community.

Ministry Teams and Committees

John Cox
Adam Kilby
Barbara Stevens
Bonnye Bell
Elizabeth Cox
Barbara Morton
A.J. Harkrider
Diana Tannous
Molly Keifer
Mary Cox
Evan Harkrider
Camelle Decker
Roland McKenney
Amelia Jorn
Francine Baker
Andy Cox
Pat Winter
Dale Gatz

March 1
March 7
March 10
March 11
March 12
March 15
March 16
March 16
March 17
March 18
March 18
March 19
March 19
March 20
March 21
March 24
March 26
March 29

March Anniversaries

Invite: Bonnye Bell
Celebrate: Eric Olson
Nourish: Bridget Pudimat
Send: Tracy Williams
Stewardship: Jane Kilby
Property: Jim Dennis
Finance: Jane Kilby
Fellowship: Leslie Allen

Jenny & Steve Hicks
Fred & Marieanne Prokop
John Schoenecker & Mark Crowston

March 16
March 19
March 28

St. Mark’s Newsletters

Thank You
I would like to thank the people of Saint Mark’s
for their cards, thoughts, and prayers during my dad’s illness and passing. Blessed to have such a wonderful
church family.
Ruth Holgate
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St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is
distributed weekly and by email (E-Roar), and The
Messenger is distributed monthly (primarily through
email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson
does layout and editing for both.
The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on
each Wednesday, and The Messenger deadline is the
15th day of each month.

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff

Worship Services:

Pastor Daniel Locke Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sunday Morning at 9:30 am
Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
The office is closed on national holidays.

Congregational Council
Ray Booth President (2019)
Phone: (904) 673-0048
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com

Contact us
Church Office

John Trainer Vice-President (2019)
Elizabeth Jenkins Secretary (2020)
Jane Kilby Treasurer (2018)
Tracy Williams (2018)
Bridget Pudimat (2018)
Leslie Allen (2018)
Jim Dennis (2019)
Alonzo Batson (2020)
Bonnye Bell (2020)

3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook Page (Public):
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/

Patrice Roux-Neal
Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Gina Olson
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com
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